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County partners with G.H.

on cost of Granger upgrades

Granger Road in Garfield Heights will getbadly needed
improvements thanks to a partnership with Cuyahoga
County, the city announced yesterday.

“We have been notified by County Executive Chris
Ronayne thatour request forfunding has been approved,”
said Mayor Matthew Burke. The project cost will be split
50/50 between the city and Cuyahoga County, pending
approval by county council members.

“We are excited to partner with the city of Garfield Heights
on this project as part of the county’s 2027-2028 50/50
Program,” Ronayne said. The road willbe resurfaced from |-
480 to the east corporation line. The county will contribute
50% of the cost, up to $250,000, for the project.

Mayor Burke said the city continues to seek funding for
improvements from a variety of eligible sources to maxi-
mize its funding for infrastructure investments.

SVD holds annual meeting with Cleveland
as

;

Mayor Justin Bibb as a keynote speaker

&
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Slavic Village Development held its annual meeting Monday evening with a

packed house on hand at the Polish American Cultural Center to welcome
keynote speakers Cleveland Mayor Justin Bibb and Calley Mersmann, director
of the Cleveland Planning Commission, and newly appointed SVD Executive
Director Mark Rantala. Shown above are Polish American Cultural Center
board members with Mayor Bibb. From left are: Julian Boryczewski, Sophie
Kazimierczak, Board President Raymond Vargas, Bernadette Zubel, Cleveland
Mayor Justin Bibb, Wiesia Foremski, Jola Stepien, Maggie Wnek and Tony
Brancatelli. Photo by Pam Shelley

INDEPENDENCE DAY

See Page 5 for Local Celebrations

Suspect wanted in shooting death of
local rapper arrested in Cleveland

Last Thursday members of the U.S. Marshals-led Northern Ohio Violent Fugitive
Task Force arrested Steven Smith, 27, on Cleveland's east side. He was wanted by
the Cleveland Division of Police for aggravated murder in the death of local rapper
Carlos Banks at an apartment in the North Broadway area, according to a press
release from the U.S. Marshals last week. Banks performed under the stage name
of KashBankx.

On Dec. 29, 2024, officers with Cleveland's 3rd District Police responded to an
addressinthe 5100 block of Broadway Ave., for a shooting. When officers arrived they
located Banks, 28, who had suffered multiple gunshot wounds to the head and upper
torso.

The victimwas pronounced dead on scene by Cleveland EMS. After aninvestigation
led by the Cleveland Division of Police Homicide Unit, it was determined that Smith was
involved in this deadly shooting and a warrant was issued for his arrest.

The Northern Ohio Violent Fugitive Task Force adopted the fugitive investigation for
Smith earlier this month and vetted multiple leads. On Thursday, June 25, members of

d the Northern Ohio Violent Fugitive Task arrested Smithatan addressin the 15900 block

of Invermere Ave.

U.S. Marshal Pete Elliott stated, “This arrest is the result of the relentless dedication
and outstanding investigative work of the Cleveland Division of Police Homicide Unit.
This arrest demonstrates that those responsible for acts of violence in our community
will continue to be held accountable. We remain committed to seeking justice for the
victim and the residents of Cleveland.”

Anyone with information concerning a wanted fugitive can contact the Northern Ohio
Violent Fugitive Task Force at 1-866-4WANTED (1-866-492-6833), or submitaweb tip.
Reward money is available and tipsters may remain anonymous. Follow the U.S.
Marshals on Twitter: @USMSCleveland.

The Northern Ohio Violent Fugitive Task Force — Cleveland Division is composed of
the following federal, state and local agencies: U.S. Marshals Service, Cleveland Police
Department, Cuyahoga County Sheriff's Office, Cuyahoga Metropolitan Housing
Authority Police Department, Euclid Police Department, Ohio Adult Parole Authority,
Ohio State Highway Patrol, Independence Police Department, Parma Police Depart-
ment, Aurora Police Department, Solon Police Department, Cleveland RTA Police
Department, Westlake Police Department, Bedford Police Department, Middleburg
Heights Police Department, Newburgh Heights Police Departmentand the MetroHealth
Police Department.
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Torso Murders explored at Cleveland '
History Days event at Bohemian Hall;
discussion held on unsolved crimes

During Cleveland History Days last Saturday, Bohemian National Hallwas the scene
of a film screening of "Kingsbury Run Murders" and an expert panel discussion of the
gruesome Torso Murders, as they were called by news media, that took place in the
1930s very near Bohemian Hall.

Over 200 guests attended the event, hosted by author and historian Tom Kaschalk,
whichincluded several crime podcasters and mystery buffs, as well as a 100-year-old
woman who was in the neighborhood when the series of unsolved murders actually
occurred.

Local civic leader Tony Brancatelli, somewhat of a historian himself, said he was Shown above at the podium at Bohemlan National HaII durlng the panel
excited that many of the Cleveland History Days eventsin Slavic Village were sold out, discussion of the Kingsbury Run Murders event last Saturday is host Tom
and thatthe tours and showcasing of the area's many historic buildings were very well Kaschalk, with panel members Mazie Adams, Jon Price and D.M. Pulley
received. seated nearby. Photo by Tony Brancatelli
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The Cleveland Press, January 18, 1937

Early Cuyahoga Valley history rediscovered

Justintime for America's 250th birthday, newly discov-
ered documents have been unearthed that shed new light
on the Southeast Cleveland area around the time of the
nation's founding.

Charles Gliha, amember of the Slavic Village Historical
Society, recently purchased at auction several rare, 90-
year-old copies of The Cleveland Press thatinclude a front
page story announcing the discovery of the Moravian
settlementin Valley View called Pilgerruh, which, accord-
ing to The Encyclopedia of Cleveland History, was the first
modern settlementin the Cleveland area. Pilgerruhis a
Native American word for "pilgrims' rest."

The January 1937 edition reports thatarcheologists with
the Western Reserve Historical Society had in the latter
half of 1936 pinpointed the location of the long-rumored
site of the Moravian missionary settlement, atthe conver-
gence of several brooks nearthe intersection of Canal and
Hathaway roadsin Valley View. Western Reserve based
their findings on period maps in their possession as well
as detailed diaries kept by members of the settlement
which together make their story "about as complete as if
Pilgerruh had published a daily newspaper."

The news story says that the settlement was short-
lived, occurring in a brief period around 1786, a decade
afterthe Declaration of Independence was signedand 10
years before Moses Cleaveland came from Connecticut
to the Lake Erie mouth of the Cuyahoga River to survey
the Western Reserve, an event which opened up North-
east Ohio to modern development.

Pilgerruh was a joint venture of Christian missionaries
and Native American converts who builttemporary struc-
tures on the low plain just east of Canal Road, a few
hundred yards from where the stream now known as
Tinkers Creek spillsinto the Cuyahoga River. The acqui-
sition of a map drawn by one of Pilgerruh's founding
missionaries, John Heckewelder, convinced the histori-
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cal society they had found the exact site. Previous
theories had placed it farther west, closerto the Cuyahoga
River.

Subsequentexcavationsin late 1936 revealed founda-
tions for three round chimneys and numerous wood posts
buried underground. (Later research has questioned this
location, pinpointing nearby sites at Canal and Schreiber
roads or Stone and Schreiberroads. Changesin topogra-
phy over centuries make definitive identification difficult.)

The importance of the 1937 news stories is highlighted
by the factthat The Press followed it up with two additional
stories in later editions, detailing entries in the diaries.
These editions are also part of the recent Slavic Village
acquisition.

Theyear 1786 was a very differenttime forthe Cuyahoga
Valleythan 1937, and even more differentthan today, 240
years later. The diaries paint a picture of a true wilder-
ness, "so dense a forest that one can hardly see ahead
several paces."

The War of Independence had been settled in America's
favorjustthree years earlier. But the fledgling nation was
still just 13 states along the Eastern seaboard, and
Ohio’s virgin forests- - and Native American wars - were
farfrom over. The decision of Pilgerruh's missionaries to
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camp here was driven by real apprehension, according to
the diary reports: "Many people, Indians and white people,
believe there will be another Indian war...I feel we should
be much better off here on the Cuyahoga than on the
Muskingum where all the warriors march through."

During their time at Tinkers Creek, whites and natives
learned from each other, dividing their time between
hunting, building huts and farming the fields. Deer, elk,
bear and fish were plentiful, but hunger was still a
constant threat. Wolves were a menace.

All this risk made Pilgerruh a short-lived phenomenon,
as Native Americans and white settlers kept moving,
often on waterways, in search of civilizational stability
that was still decades away.

The Cleveland Press documents are being studied by
the staff of the Slavic Village Historical Society and will be
placed on publicdisplay attheir Lansing Ave. museum at
afuture date.
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Law enforcement warns public of nationwide imposter scams

The U.S. Marshals Service and the Federal Bureau of Investigation are alerting the
public of several nationwide imposter scams involving individuals claiming to be U.S.
Marshals, court officers or other law enforcement officials. They are urging people to
report the calls to their local FBI office and file a consumer complaint with the Federal
Trade Commission, which has the ability to detect patterns of fraud from the information
collected and share that data with law enforcement.

During these calls scammers attempt to collect a fine from their victims in lieu of arrest
due to a claim of identity theft, failing to report for jury duty, or other offenses. They then
tell victims they can avoid arrest by withdrawing cash and transferring it to the
government, purchasing a prepaid debit card such as a Green Dot card or giftcard and
read the card number over the phone to satisfy the fine, or by depositing cash into bitcoin
ATMs.

Scammers use many tactics to sound and appear credible. They sometimes provide
information like badge numbers, names of actual law enforcement officials and federal
judges, and courthouse addresses. They may also spoof their phone numbers to
appear on caller IDs as if they are calling from a government agency or the court.

One of the most recent scams works like this: Someone impersonating a Customs
and Border Protection (CBP) officer calls the potential victim stating CBP has acquired
packages containing illegal substances sent from Mexico and Colombia that are
addressed to the victim. Additionally, the victim is told some of the packages are
addressedtotwolocationsin El Paso, Texas, which are also deeded to the victim. The
scammer then proceeds to tell the victim that multiple bank accounts in the victim's
name with Bank of America, Chase, TD Ameritrade, and Wells Fargo indicate the victim
is wiring money to Mexico and Colombia.

The scammerthen provides identity confirming information to the victim by reading old
residential addresses, phone numbers and other personally identifying information that
seems to make their claims legitimate. The scammer then provides his personal ID#,
case number for the investigation and warrant number, and then notifies the victim that
the State of Texas is investigating this illegal activity. They are then told the State of
Texas is holding the victim responsible unless the victim can prove the criminal activity
associated with them s the result of identity theft. The call then ends with the scammer
advising the victim that they will be re-contacted by an investigating official.

A shorttime later, the victim is contacted by another individual identifying himself as
a United States Marshal who is looking into the case. The scammer reviews the
previous conversation the victim had with the scammer posing as a CBP official, and
tells the victim there are two ways to resolve the issue: Option 1) hire a criminal lawyer
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torepresentthe victimin frontof a courtin Texas. Through the court process, the victim
will either be exonerated or convicted. If convicted, the victim will face approximately
a year in jail and pay a $10,000 fine. Option 2) Complete an Alternate Dispute
Resolution where the victim could verify which funds in their bank accounts are actually
theirs. The victimis instructed to stay on the phone so the conversation can be recorded
and used as proof of the victim's compliance.

The victim is then instructed to withdraw “80% of their physical assets” and deposit
theminto apersonal digital wallet (Bitcoin) while saving withdrawal receipts and deposit
receipts to be reviewed by the investigating official once a meeting can be established.
The victim is then told their money will be held for 24 hours while the victim is issued
a new Social Security Number, if their identity was, in fact, stolen.

The victimis then told their money will be transferred back to them once the process
is completed and the victim will be cleared of any criminal wrongdoing. The number
appearing in the caller ID displays as the office number of the U.S. Marshals Service,
and maybe a specificjudicial district. The victimis instructed to confirm the authenticity
of the caller by visiting the U.S. Marshals Service website.

The scammer instructs the victim to send a photo of their driver's license to a phone
number provided by the scammer. The victim is then instructed to send the QR code
scanned at the Bitcoin deposit kiosks.

There have been many victims with losses in the tens ofthousands of dollars. The U.S.
Marshals Service receives inquiries daily from victims and potential victims of this
scam.

If you believe you were a victim of such a scam, you are encouraged to report the
incident to your local FBI office and to the Federal Trade Commission.

Things to remember

*The U.S. Marshals Service WILL NEVER ask for credit/debit card/gift card numbers,
wire transfers, or bank routing numbers, or to make bitcoin deposits for any purpose.

*NEVER divulge personal or financial information to unknown callers.

*Report scam phone calls to your local FBI office and to the Federal Trade
Commission. You can remain anonymous when you report.

*Authenticate the call by calling the clerk of the court's office of the U.S. District Court
in your area and verify the court order given by the caller.
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CUYAHOGA COUNTY

Spirit of America Celebration, Wednesday, July 8

Celebrate our freedom and be part of history in the making! Join
communities across the country in the first public reading of the
Declaration of Independence. On July 8, we’ll gather at the
Soldiers’ & Sailors’ Monument on Public Square in downtown
Cleveland for a powerful reading of this historical document. The
celebration kicks off at 5 p.m

BEDFORD

The City of Bedford has joined the America 250-Ohio Commis-
sion and has planned several events to share stories of our rich
past and Ohio’s unique contributions to America’s history and
future!

4th of JULY PARADE

On Saturday, July 4th, the cities of Bedford and Bedford Heights
are hostingtheir41stannual Independence Day Parade beginning
at10a.m. The parade starts at Columbus Rd. and Washington St.,
proceeds east on Columbus Rd. to Perkins Rd., and disbands at
Bedford Heights City Hall.

MOVIE ON THE SQUARE: "HAMILTON"

Friday, July 10, Bedford Commons, 730 Broadway Ave. Pre-
Show 4:30 p.m., Movie 7 p.m. Free event and parking! Bring a
blanketand enjoy an evening of film and fun with friends and family.
Pre-show activities and music. Movie projected on a large video
wall.

AMERICA CELEBRATION ON THE SQUARE

Saturday, July 11, Bedford Commons, 11 a.m. to 9:40 p.m.
finale.

11a.m.to 10 p.m. Food Vendors. Bedford Rotary will hosta beer
truck with proceeds going to academic scholarships for Bedford
High School students.

11:30a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Music and interactive games from Terry
Macklin Entertainment.

11:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. Free carnival games and activities hosted
by the Bedford Senior Club and Bedford Parks & Recreation.

11 a.m. to 9 p.m. Bedford Historical Society Museum open for
guided tours. View the American Flag exhibit.

12 to 3 p.m.-Balloon Twister. 12 to 6 p.m.-Carvings by Chris. 2
to 4 p.m.-America 250 mural artist, living Statue of Liberty. 3to 6
p.m.-Airbrush artist. 3:30t0 9:30 p.m. Live music. 6to 8 p.m.-Free
Euclid Beach Rocket Car rides.

8 p.m. Bring your chairs/blankets for concert.
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GARFIELD HEIGHTS

AMERICA 250 EVENTS

Wednesday, July 1, 6 p.m. BIKE WITH THE MAYOR - POST-
PONED UNTIL AUGUST 31ST DUE TO HEAT ADVISORY.

Saturday & Sunday, July 4 & 5: AMERICA 250 POOL BASH.
Reduced pool rates, complimentary America 250 bags and cups
giveaway. Free popsicles.
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INDEPENDENCE

Friday, July 3, EImwood Park, 2:50 to 10 p.m.

MUSIC: 2:50-4 p.m.
3 p.m. ICAN! Chorus Kicks Off Celebration
4-6 p.m. Hometown Concert Band, Kiwanis Pavilion
6-7 p.m. DJ Dave Synek
7-10 p.m. Caliber Band
10 p.m. National Anthem
MORE FUN & FREE REFRESHMENTS

3-4 p.m. Dr. Awesome Bubble Presentation
3-5:30 p.m. Chef Steve with hands-on food prep demos
3-6 p.m. Inflatables & Games - Diamond #1
3-6 p.m. Free Face Painting, Free 250th Tattoos

FREE ROCKET POPS & COTTON CANDY
5-8:30 p.m. Tap SNAP Photo Booth - Free 4x6" prints

10 p.m.: ENHANCED FIREWORKS SHOW!

SLAVIC VILLAGE

Slavic Village celebrates
USA's 250th on Friday

Two patriotic events on Friday will put the red, white and blue on
Broadway Ave., as Slavic Village joins the nation in celebrating
America's 250th birthday.

The Iron Ward music festival will again produce its annual Old
Fashioned Independence Day Spectacular at Dan Kane Park
beginning at 7 p.m., on Friday, July 3. The park is located at the
corner of E. 65 St. and Kenyon Ave., just south of Broadway.

The evening will begin with a recitation of the Declaration of
Independence and the singing of patriotic tunes. Historic docu-
ments from the nation's Bicentennial celebration 50 years ago will
be on display. Musical headliner is Donny Jones's Infinity house
band, playing a blend of classic American jazz, blues and pop.

There'll be free hot dogs, ice cream, plus red, white and blue
balloons for kids, and patriot handouts to all attendees. Climaxing
the evening at dusk will be a dazzling pyrotechnic performance by
Ohio Burn Unit.

Earlierin the day at 5 p.m., the America 250 Party will take place
at the Bohemian National Hall, 4939 Broadway Ave., Cleveland,
produced by Pastor Lewis's Foundation of Grace Recovery Church
in collaboration with Sokol Greater Cleveland. It will include music,
food and field games for all ages.

Both events are free and open to all residents and friends of Slavic
Village. Please bring lawn chairs to the Iron Ward event, as seating
may be limited. For more information call 216-469-4806.
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Maple Hts. police investigate shooting at McDonald's

LastFriday, June 26, around 5:54 p.m., officers from the
Maple Heights Police Department responded to
McDonald's Restaurantat 5114 Northfield Rd., forareport
of a shots fired. When officers arrived they were advised
thatthere were approximately 10 shots fired and possibly
two shooters. Dispatch said that callers described one of
the shooters as being in an all gray Nike outfit with a ski
mask. Another shooter was possibly associated with a
red sedan.

Maple Heights police learned that two males had been
shooting at each other in the parking lot at McDonald's
and the suspects had fled the scene priorto police arrival.
Aredvehicle thatmay have been involved in the shooting
also fled the scene. Two vehicles parked directly in front
of McDonald's had been struck by gunfire.

There were no injured persons located at the scene. It
was later learned that a male had been located at a
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hospital with non-life-threatening injuries related to the
shooting. Officers determined that a newer model gray
Honda Civic had beendirectly involved with the shooting.
That gray vehicle of interest was later located in Shaker
Heights and one male was taken into custody and later
released.

This case remains under investigation. Anyone with
information related to the case is urged to contact the
Maple Heights Detective Bureau: 216-587-9624, or
Detectives@mhpd-ohio.com

Information can also be supplied to Crime Stoppers at
its Hotline, 216-252-7463; submitatip online at WebTips;
or text message anonymously to: Text TIP657 plus your
message to CRIMES (274637).

Heat Advisory issued
for Cuyahoga County

Cuyahoga County is experiencing its first major heat
wave of 2026. The National Weather Service hasissued
aheatadvisory for Cuyahoga and several other Northeast
Ohio counties from Tuesday, June 30, at 12 p.m., through
Thursday, July 2, at 8 p.m.

The forecast estimates temperatures will reach the
upper 80’s to 90’s; however, a heat index in the 105-
degree range is expected. Extreme heat can be very
dangerous and can cause heat-related ilinesses includ-
ing heat stroke, exhaustion, cramps and dehydration.

MAYOR PHIL STEVENS
City of Bedford Heights
Hove a S‘afe Sumner!

Have a Safe & Happy 4th!
Happy 250" America!

ﬁ\' MICHAEL WILLIS

Councilman - Ward 3
Council President
Phone (440) 735-7530

Option 5

Clerk’s Office 440-786-3220
michaelw@bedfordheights.gov
www.bedfordheights.gov

City of Bedford Heights
5661 Perkins Road
Bedford Heights, Ohio 44146

Garfield Commons 4"7 %D

Located on Rockside Rd. near Turney Rd., Garfield Heights

Dentallforks

216-662-0499
dentalworks.com

;}‘-t' First Federal
X" Lakewood

Speclrum»

WEDNESDAY, JULY 1, 2026

High temperatures have a more drastic effecton people in
vulnerable populationsincluding the elderly, children and
those with preexisting medical conditions.

“Astemperatures climb, we encourage everyone to take
simple precautions to stay safe,” said Cuyahoga County
Director of Public Safety and Justice Services Brandy
Carney. “Stay hydrated, limit time outdoors during the
hottest parts of the day, keep a close eye on small
children and older people, and ensure that pets have
adequate shelter from the heat.”

For cooling station options, call or visit the nearest
Senior Center in your area. Slavic Villagers can also
accessinformation at University Settlement, 5115 Broad-
way Ave., Cleveland 44127, or call216-641-8948.

The city of Cleveland has also announced it will serve
lunches at the city's recreation centers to youth 18 and
under from 12 to 2:30 p.m., Monday through Friday.

All available Cleveland spray parks / basins will be in
operation any day ofthe week when the temperature is 80
degrees or higher. All available outdoor Cleveland pools
are open from 12 to 7 p.m.; playground programs and
youth outdoor sports will be cancelled.

Blood donoropportunities

Cleveland

7/14/2026: 6 a.m. - 12 p.m., Dave McCall Union Hall,
3421 Independence Rd.

Garfield Heights

7/10/2026: 10 a.m. - 3 p.m., Cuyahoga County Public
Library, Garfield Heights Branch, 5409 Turney Rd.

Independence

716/2026: 12 - 6 p.m., Independence Community The-
ater, 6652 Brecksville Rd.

(Continued on Page 7)

', Funeral Home

WYY 165207335
Happy 250" Birthday

America!

7076 Brecksville Road, Independence
5316 Fleet Avenue, Cleveland
fortunafuneralhome.com

Happy Fourth of July to All!

MATRIX IlI

Income Tax Service, LLC
5258 Transportation Blvd., Garfield Hts.

*EXPERT YEAR ROUND SERVICE
Call 216-332-SAVE

“Our Phone Number Says It All”

varery 4 3 July

(888) 7- WELDON

888) 793

gunmm com

Computer Services @ Managed IT
Websites @ Electronics Recycling
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Slavic Village Dev. names new executive director Blood donors - Cont. from Page 6

Mark William Rantala has
been named the new ex-
ecutive director of Slavic
Village Development (SVD),
which has had an interim
directorsince Shauna Sand-
ers stepped down from that
position on May 15, 2026.

Rantala joins SVD with
over 25 years of commercial
real estate experience and
over 12 years of economic
developmentexperience. He
began his commercial real
estate career in CBRE
Group's Cleveland office,

Mark W. Rantala

where he led the Retail Practice Group and represented
shopping centers, developers and retail tenants across
Northeast Ohio as a first vice president.

His CBRE retail colleagues recognized him nationally
with the Larry Perrish Leadership Award. He was a six-
time member of the Cleveland office’s Top 5, received the
CBRE Tradition of Excellence Award, and authored the

annual CBRE Retail Market Report. He later served as

broker for his retail brokerage firm, Rantala & Co.

Lake County and the 23 cities, villages and townships it
encompasses.

He was responsible for the development of the Miracle
League Field and Playground, “where every kid can play
baseball” in Eastlake, Ohio. He was also responsible for
the redevelopmentofa 1960s land bank bungalowto serve
as a model to showcase ideas for the conversion into an
open concept plan.

He was the founder and principal advisor for his eco-
nomic development consulting firm, Economic Develop-
ment Opportunity Advisors, and provided consulting ser-
vices for the development of new single-family housing.

Heis agraduate of Columbia University where he played
varsity football. He is married and has two daughters.

Submit Community events to NN via Email: nnews1923@aol.com

His economic development career started as director of [

the Nederland, Texas Economic Development Corpora-
tion. He was the executive director of the Lake County,
Ohio Portand Economic Development Authority for eight
years serving in Lake County’s Economic Development
Departmentand providing supportto 230,000 residents of

*xx INDEPENDENCE DAY **x*

Let’s honor our forefathers who have given
their lives to make this country free!

Honorable
Ralph J. Perk, Jr.,
Kelli Perk
and the entire
Perk Family

7/15/2026:8:30a.m.-2:30 p.m., Crown Centre Il, 5001
Rockside Rd.

7/17/2026: 10 a.m. - 4 p.m., Independence Branch of
Cuyahoga County Public Library, 6361 Selig Blvd.

Maple Heights

7/6/2026:11a.m.-4p.m., City of Maple Heights Senior
Center, 15901 Libby Rd.

Valley View

7/14/2026:12-6 p.m., Valley View Community Center,
6828 Hathaway Rd.

7/16/2026: 12 - 6 p.m., Teamsters Local 507, 5425
Warner Rd., Unit 7

For more information or to schedule an appointment,
download the American Red Cross Blood Donor App, visit
RedCrossBlood.orgor call 1-800-733-2767.

FROM MY FAMILY TO YOURS,

< .HAPPY

INI]EPENI]ENCE DAY

- July 4-2026 - \\u,’ﬂ”“‘?i::

,."_-
NV

____..__‘.

lo C’eleéfzate //“
" America’s 250" Birthday! -

\\\

Exclusively Skin in Garfield Heights

Dr. Tracy Ringo is pleased to announce that
Exclusively Skin, specializing in the treatment
of'skin diseases, has opened in Garfield Heights

9565 Midwest Ave., Suite C.
Common issues treated include abscess/boils, acne,
cellulitis, dark spots/blemishes, dry skin and scalp,
eczema, hair loss, mole removals, psoriasis, skin cancer
screenings, wart removal and more.
Dr. Ringo is a Cleveland native who graduated from
Bedford High School and was inducted into the Bedford

Happy 250"
America!

Birthday, | g8 Wishing All
our Neighbors
and Friends
in Ward 4
A Safe & Happy

Fourth of July!

Have a
Happy and Safe
4th of July

’.:" >k HAVE A

SAFE

AND

4™ orJULY!

ey O e

High School Hall of Fame in 2003.
She served for 30 years in the Ohio Army National

Guard and is the first African American female to reach
the rank of Colonel.

Contact Exclusively Skin at 216-508-6500
or visit website: www.exclusively-skin.com.

Mayor Annette M. Blackwell
“i=, City Council and Staff
City of Maple Heights

Councilman Avery Johnson
and wife, Rochelle Johnson

Garfield Heights Councilman Ward 4

eld Heights

75’/@?&' g Burke

AND FAMILY
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Best Ever

Letter to the Editor

This July 4th, America celebrates 250 years. An
amazing feat, still the greatest Country in the world. Let
freedomring.

The bestwayto celebrate is by kindness to everyone,
lend a helping hand. Give to the less fortunate. Be
courteous on the road. Don't drive intoxicated or
buzzed. Don'tfire gunsinto the air- someone could get
hurt.

Respect all life and put our differences aside. We
are not just Republicans, Democrats or Liberals or
Socialists. We are Americans. We have religious
freedom and Freedom of speech.

I have lived 66 years in Garfield Heights and hope to
last another 24. Garfield Heights is named after a
President. Let's step up and show Ohio and our country
that America is and always will be the best Country in
the World and set an example for the rest of the World.

Exercise your freedom to vote. Cherish your fellow
man - brothers and sisters we all are.

Happy Birthday Americans!
God love and protect us all.
Sincerely,

Greg Skuta,
Resident of Garfield Heights

Tﬁn@ ELM@@S l@g@@y Lives On .....

L

Serving Garfield Heights
and the Greater
Cleveland Community.

I

LUCAS MEMORIAL CHAPEL, INC.
440-735-3030
LucasFuneralHome.com

THE NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS

America 250 Walkathon kicks off

WEDNESDAY, JULY 1, 2026

Cleveland

celebratlons in Garfield last Sunday Metroparks

= happenings

All programs are free

._,-m,...maw«-ﬂrr-r-n

unless marked otherwise.

| Forquestionsortoregister

Garfield Heights kicked off its America 250 celebration last Sunday with an
America 250 Walkathon, a family-friendly event led by Mayor Matt Burke and
several councilpersons who joined residents to honor our nation's 250th
birthday. The walk began at noon at Ss. Peter & Paul Church and traveled down

Garfield Blvd., ending up at Donovan Park.

The top photo was taken in front of The Neighborhood News on the Boulevard,
with the bottom picture showing the walkers at their park destination.

Photos by Wendy Walters

» i, -p\— i '
— "“"T } lrl L W Wil
b it ﬂ ' ] |_\' )

for programs, please visit
cleveland metroparks
.com or call CanalWay
Center at 216-206-1000.
" Also, call or visit the
website to confirm that
the program you wish to
attend has not been
-, changed or cancelled.

GARFIELD PARK
8. RESERVATION

July 2: Kayaking and
. Stand Up Paddleboarding
Demos. Paddling is a fun
way to explore Cleveland
Metroparks. Drop-in and
climbintoanavailable kayak
or onto a stand wup
paddleboard. Instructors will
be on shore to assist with
securely putting on a
lifejacket, learning to use a
.| paddleandtosafelylaunch.
- 5 — 8 p.m. Garfield Park
Program Center. Free.

July 15: Garfield Park
' Walking Club. Joinournew
walking club as a naturalist
" leads youonan exploration
ofthe many scenicandtran-
quil pathways and trails of
Garfield Park. Joining the
club is easy and free - just
show up in your favorite
walking shoes, bring a wa-
ter bottle and be ready to
meet new people! 10 — 11
a.m. Garfield Park Pond.

Highlights include:

¢ Private residences for individuals 62+

¢ Appliances included
¢ Private porch and attached garage
¢ Campus amenities

OPEN HOUSE!

THURSDAY, JULY 9, 2026 | 2PM - 5PM

10084 Granger Road | Jennings’ Garfield Heights campus

e Spacious 2-bedroom open floor plans with no steps

(216) 581-2902, ext. 2390
jenningsohio.org/villa

N

Jennings

Pernel Jones & Sons
Funeral Home

Quality Service
at Reasonable Prices
since 1973

Pemel Jones, Jr.  Pemel Jones, Sr.  Michael Jones

‘Community Relations
Director

7120 Cedar Ave.
Cleveland, Ohio 44103

216-431-9205

“A Cleveland Empowerment Zone Business”

Contact Phyllis for details:

HE HB RCHES

_ WeLcome You_..

Garfield Heights St. Monica Church
. . 13623 Rockside Road
United Methodist Church Garfield Heights 216-662-8685
4977 Turney Road Pastor: Rev. John §. Mullee

Garfield Heights, Ohio
Worship Sundays at 10:30am
In Church and on Facebook Live

Saturday Vigil Mass: 4:00 pm
Sunday Mass: 9:00 am and 10:45 am
All Mass times are Live streamed.
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BUSINESS and SERVICE DIRECTORY

Rust Belt

WE FOUND OUR

FOREVER

HOME!!
| 5506 DOLLOFF RD.

! Cleveland, OH 44127
Finaning available

No credit needed 21 6'883'0474

CALL AND MAKE YOUR APPOINTMENT TODAY!

ELECTRICAL SERVICE

IS YOUR FUSE BOX OLD
& UNSAFE? Call Mike!

DEPENDABLE
ELECTRIC

$100 OFF seehuerox

FREE INSPECTION

FREE ESTIMATES

Meter Service Troubles?

FEDERAL PACIFIC
BOXES MUST

Fuse Box Troubles? BE REMOVED

We Install New Breaker Boxes! We Upgrade Meter Services!
LICENSED e BONDED e INSURED
Service Upgrades « 220 Lines e« Violations Corrected » GFCI's Installed
Mike Azzarello - Brings You 15 Years
Experience From The llluminating Co

SERVICING o)
EAST & WEST 2D

SAVINGS

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

440-845-8661

FURNACE REPAIRS

4
~ Q=

HEATING & COOLING, INC.
PLUMBING & SEWER

“NO-NONSENSE” SERVICE
SINCE 1975

HYDRONICS, HVAC & PLUMBING - OH LIC #45678
LICENSED & BONDED

(440) 582-4748

@ FREE ESTIMATES for your next
BATH or KITCHEN Remodeling Project!

Angi @ B

FREE
ESTIMATES
for
NEW

o pagmen 24,

Gudent Y

Shivers says...

1 EQUIPMENT
EQ Better call Sall an easy "%, WATER HEATER Installation and Quotes (ANY TIME!)
¥ | ¢ « hame you know and can '®a

%

trust in your home..” o) We Service AI-! Makes and Models

LTVE Representatives 24/7

www.SalsHeatAndCool.com

Financing Available [l |'synchony Visit our website * Apply online

WEBB
SEAMLESS
GUTTERS

FREE

| GUTTERS |
GUTTERS ==

INSTALLATION - CLEANING * SCREENING & REPAIR
METAL WORK, FASCIA BOARD, FASCIA COVER, SOFFIT, SIDING REPAIR

withowner 440:232:3241 / 216:632:8085 coav:

WITH OWNER

HANDYMAN

MTH SERVIGES

WHERE WE DO ANYTHING
FROM YOUR ROOF TO YOUR BASEMENT

ALL MECHANICALS, - SENIOR
PLUMBING, ELECTRICAL, HVAC, IA\ DlSCOUNTs
BATHROOM & KITCHEN -_—
REMODELS * 0 '& EXTERMINATION OF ALL
serviceApPLANCES  ~ MTH SERVICES  RODENTS & INSECTS,
LANDSCAPING,

CARPET & FLOOR INSTALL Total Home COVrage AL CONCRETE RERAIRS
& FRESH POURS,

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING
(Formerly Monde the Handyman) 2 1 6'466. 1 352 TUCKPOINTING.

GRENDZINSKI PLUMBING

LICENSED * BONDED * INSURED
*HOT WATER TANKS

*DRAIN CLEANING

*ELECTRIC SEWER CLEANING

* COPPER WATER LINES INSTALLED
* GAS LINES TESTED

» SENIOR CITIZEN DISCOUNT

E CALL R. GRENDZINSKI

=, 216-441-6039 or 216-299-2935

Prompt
Service

LICENSED & BONDED WWW.MTHHANDYMAN.COM  ROOF REPAIRS

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

ALL ROMIE QG

SIDING ¢ GUTTERS ¢ ROOFS ¢ CARPENTRY
DOORS ¢ WINDOWS ¢ AWNINGS ¢ RAILS ¢ ETC.

LICENSED
e e
& INSURED VISA

i SO IO BED
WEBSITE: ALLHOMECLE.COM

MASONRY
REPAIRS

ROOF REPLACEMENTS RgSTFTlEERAS';S
goisd  PORCH REPAIRS

REPAIR DOWNSPOUTS

* Re-Roof and Roof Tearoff » New Garages & Repairs o All types Vinyl Siding & Repairs
o Interior/Exterior Painting ¢ Windows ¢ Doors ¢ Steps e Brick Work
o Waterproofing e Storm Damage ¢ Concrete o Asphalt » Sagging or Rotting Porches

BTN CUSTOM CRAFT BUILDERS
216-381-2222

FOR ALL TYPES OF CREDIT
Licensed, Bonded, Fully Insured

otes NO JOB TOO SMALL!
Home Improvement and Remodeling

FULL KITCHEN AND BATH REMODELING
FLOORING * PLUMBING * ELECTRICAL

Specializing in: Sterling Caulkless Walk-in Shower Systems
Bonded/Insured  Serving Maple Hts., Garfield Hts., Bedford and surrounding areas

FREE ESTIMATES 21 6-51 3-3243

SENIOR DISCOUNT
LANDSCAPING

BURTON AND SONS LANDSCAPING, INC.

Full Service Landscaping Professionals / Snowplowing available

LICENSED - INSURED - SENIOR DISCOUNTS
eMulching  Seeding e Thatching 21 6'21 3'8979
Fertilizing  *Sodding  *Aeration ~ SPRING & FALL CLEANUPS

*Mowing *Rototilling  *Trees/Shrubs 100/0FF zo(yoFF
Burtonandsonlandscaping.com / Seasonal Landscaping Contract: 01y 09y

i

4
7

n

~MR. PIPELINE'S PLUMBING, I.I.l:_].‘:]_,
D RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL
NEW HOT WATER TANKS
Toilets * Vanities * Sinks * Disposals
GAS LINES REPAIRED & INSTALLED
COPPER WATER LINES + SEWER & DRAIN CLEANING

SEWER JETTING * VIDEO SEWER INSPECTION

o Family Owned / 30 Yrs. Experience in Plumbing
oenior Licensed * Bonded  Insured sz
| Discounts i |
(216) 701-5971 S E-

[l e—

F

This Size Box: $42 per Week

To Advertise Your Service,
Call 216-441-2141 or
Email: NNEWS1923@A0L.COM

"M ROOFING [ foena
TEAR-OFFS * RE-ROOFS ¢+ ALL REPAIRS

SHINGLES « SLATE + METAL ROOFS
TINSURED GUTTERS * SIDING » CARPENTRY & CHIMNEY WORK

*All Work Guaranteed e Senior Discount FLAT ROOF EXPERTS

"o one unoer gins st 216-319-0430

*FREE ESTIMATES

30 Year Anniversary!
SUPREME CONTRACTORS

COMPLETE ROOFING AND ROOF REPAIRS
FREE ESTIMATE SCHEDULE TODAY FOR BEST PRICE

CallToday! 216-299-9885 -t 109
| _TUCKPOINTING |

THIS SIZE BLOCK S24

Call 216-441-2141 by Mondays at 5pm to get
your ad started in The Neighborhood News

SNOWPLOWING AND
LANDSCAPING DESIGN
"WE DO IT ALL - AND MORE!"

Mulching ¢ Fertilizing * Cutting * Seeding
Commercial - Residential Sodding * Rototilling * Thatching * Aeration
Spring & Fall Clean-ups ~ Waterscapes * Stone Pathways * Trees/Shrubs

FREE ESTIMATES 216-587-2784 or 216-326-1551

Serving East and West Sides
Daily « Weekly ¢ Monthly

TUCKPOINTING

Integrity Contracting

216-663-0670

WWW.INTEGRITYCONTRACTINGINC.COM
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REAL ESTATE
WANTED

REAL ESTATE
WANTED

RENT APARTMENT FOR SALE FOR SALE HELP WANTED

Studio apartment for rent. 4801 Drum Chandelier for sale. $35. Window AC, 10,000 BTU and Handyman needed for Painting and
TurneyRd., Garfield Heights. Call New unopened box. Call (216) 12,500BTU. 1966 ChevyImpala, smallrepairs. Callforinformation: (216)
(216) 485-1300. 441-2141M-F, 9am-5pm. 4 door, 327. Needs much work. 641-00950r(216)702-0763.

I BUY HOUSES

153,000 mi. (216) 741-4334.

CASH

ANY CONDITION
ANY SITUATION

216-856-3300

There is only one OFFICIAL...
@ WeBuyHouses

ANY HOUSE - ANY CONDITION

Call Now 216-600-0079

All real estate advertised herein is subject to
@ the Federal Fair Housing act, which makes it

illegal to advertise any preference, limitation
Equal Housing or discrimination because of race, color,
OPPOMUNYeligion, sex, handicap, familial status or
national origin, or intention to make any such preference,
limitation or discrimination. We will not knowingly accept
any advertising for real estate which is in violation of the law.
All person are hereby informed that all dwellings advertised
are available onan Equal Opportunity basis.

Advertise in The Neighborhood News
Call 216-441-2141 or Email: nnews1923@aol.com

Delivery Driver/Warehouse Worker.

No weekends, flexible hours, clean
driving record. Ability to lift40 pounds.
This is an enjoyable environment for
someone looking forflexible, part-time
hours. (440)934-6879.

The Neighborhood News
Advertising Information
Phone: (216) 441-2141
Email: nnews1923@aol.com

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

REAL ESTATE WANTED

I BUY HOUSES FOR CASH.
AS-IS CONDITION.

Your Ad in This Size Block
* Only $48 per week *

Advertising Deadline: Mondays at 5 p.m.

The Neighborhood News
Serving South East Cleveland since 1923

Call 216-441-2141
or Email: nnews1923@aol.com
www.theneighborhoodnews.com

BACKUP GRILL COOK

WITH 5 YEARS EXPERIENCE ON FLAT TOP GRILL
MUST HAVE EXPERIENCE
Apply in person, 5006 Broadway, Cleve 44127
FORTYNINER RESTAURANT

Ask for Pat... 2 1 6-3 24-39 34
BUSINESS BUSINESS
OPPORTUNITY OPPORTUNITY

The Neighborhood News

Your ONLY Newspaper for Community News

Advertising Deadline: Mondays at 5 p.m.
Call 216-441-2141
or Email: nnews1923@aol.com
www.theneighborhoodnews.com
Serving South East Cleveland since 1923

WANT TO BUY WANT TO BUY

WANT TO BUY

FULL TURNKEY 360 SPIN PHOTO BOOTH BUSINESS

¢ Start making money at weddings, birthdays, corporate events,
graduations, parties and social media content creation.

PACKAGE INCLUDES:

¢ Professional 360 Spin Booth

e Inflatable LED Enclosure Booth

e Accessories & setup items

e New over $6,500; Asking $4,500 OBO

Serious inquiries only

614-893-1379

WE WANT TO BUY YOU? 51616 CAR
ATLAS TOWING  canpay

& AUTO
216-403-6050 DEPENDING ON

LOCAL TOWING * For Cars within 10 mile radius of Maple Hts. $50 TYPE OF VEHICLE

RENT STOREFRONT RENT STOREFRONT

RENT STOREFRONT
CORNER OF TURNEY & RUSSELL

Garfield Hts. $1,200/month. 1,000 sq. ft. + basement.
Call Chuck, 216-215-8482.

WE BUY JUNKAND TOP
UNWANTED VEHICLES §&§ &

SAME DAY SERVICE

FREE TOW! 216-372-2000 PAID

Your Ad in
This Size Block
* Only $24 %

per week
Call 216-441-2141

Advertising Deadline:
Mondays at 5 p.m.

TOP $$$

Paid for your
old car,

running or not.

FORST MOTORS
7744 BROADWAY

216-906-6731

WANT TO BUY WANT TO BUY

WE BUY & SELL
Drums & Cymbals

Camn

Drums> O

32612 VINE STREET

< “Hangwith theBest
WILLOWICK, OH 44095

TOP PAY IN THE CITY

WE BUY JUNK SAME DAY SERVICE
AND UNWANTED _ FREETOWING
CARS & TRUCKS 216-924-0941

CASH PAID

BUYING ALL JUNK CARS,

TRUCKS, VANS AND BOX TRUCKS
SAME DAY SERVICE'

FREE TOWING
CALL OR TEXT

4305318114

THE NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS ADVERTISING POLICY
PLACING A DISPLAY ADVERTISEMENT:

Call The Neighborhood News at (216) 441-2141 to place your ad. Our
office is open 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Friday. Ad information
canalso be E-mailed to: nnews1923@aol.com.
Advertising deadline is 5:00 p.m. Mondays. Advertising Display rate is
$12.00 per column inch (minimum $48).
Business Directory deadline is 5:00 p.m. Fridays. Ads must print for 4
weeks. Advertising rate is $12 per column inch (minimum $24).

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING:
Classified Advertising rate is $12.00 for 15 words or less and 10¢ a word
over 15 words. Boxed classified rate is $12.00 per column inch (starting
at$24).

PUBLISHER'S DISCRETION:
All contents of advertisements are subject to publisher’s approval.
Publisher reserves the right to reject or cancel any advertisement,
insertion order, space reservation or position commitment at any time.
Positioning of advertisements is at the discretion of the publisher
except where arequest for a specific preferred position is acknowledged
by the publisher.

PAYMENT IN ADVANCE:
All advertising may be paid by using your VISA, MASTERCARD or
DISCOVER credit cards; Cash or Check. Paymentin advance is required in
certain instances. Please place your ad early to allow payment to reach
us before deadline. All credit card payments will have an additional
charge of 3.75% added due to the high cost of credit card processing. We
appreciate your understanding and thank you for your business.
CANCELLATIONS:

Deadline for cancellations is 5 p.m. on Mondays. Save your cancellation
number in case an adjustment on your bill is necessary. Ads placed for
only one week cannot be canceled.

ERRORS/ADJUSTMENTS:
Advertisers should check the first insertion of their ad. The
Neighborhood News cannot be responsible for more than one incorrect
insertion. Upon noting an error, the advertiser should call the
Advertising Department at (216) 441-2141. Adjustments are made to
the degree the error reduced the value of the ad. Publisher shall not be
liable for any costs or damages if for any reason it fails to publish an
advertisement.
PHONE: 216-441-2141 ¢ E-MAIL ADDRESS: NNEWS1923@AO0L.COM

e FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK e
WEBSITE: THENEIGHBORHOODNEWS.COM
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Every Lot Has a Memory 6305 Fleet Avenue

By Tom Kaschalk

At the corner of E. 63 St. and Fleet Ave. stands one of
the neighborhood’s most recognizable buildings. Many
Clevelanders rememberitas the longtime home of Seven
Roses Polish Deli & Restaurant, abeloved neighborhood
institution that operated there until 2021. Long before
Seven Roses, it was known as the Rutkowski Building, a
landmark in the heart of Cleveland’s historic Polish
community.

But this story isn’t about that building. It's about the

vacant parking lot next door.

Today, 6305 Fleet Ave. is easy to overlook. Cars come
and go, and few people give the narrow strip of pavement
a second thought. Yet for more than a century this small
parcel witnessed the growth of the neighborhood around
it. It was a place where families lived, merchants did
business, political meetings were held, music was sold,
drinks were poured and a dramatic gun battle once made
headlines across Cleveland.

County property records date the building at 6305 Fleet
Ave. to 1898. Like many commercial buildings con-
structed along Fleet during the neighborhood’s boom
years, it featured a storefront at street level with apart-
ments above. This building was also owned by Joseph
Rutkowski, who operated a dry goods business from the
location as Fleet Ave. emerged as the commercial center
of the city’s growing Polish population.

The address quickly became more than a place to shop.
By at least 1908, meetings of the Central Polish Repub-
lican Club were being held there, reflecting the growing
civic and political influence of the neighborhood’s immi-
grantresidents. Fleet Ave. was becoming a place where
newcomers not only built businesses but also estab-
lished a voice in public life.

Asthe decades passed, the building adapted to chang-
ing times. One tenant operated a music store, selling
Columbia phonographs and records during the early
years of the recorded music revolution. Later occupants
included a shoe repair business and a printing operation.
Like many neighborhood storefronts, the building evolved
with the needs of the community, housing a variety of
small businesses that served local residents.

By the 1920s, the storefront had become associated
with another activity common on Fleet Ave. during Prohi-
bition. Newspaperaccounts reveal atleast one police raid
involving the possession of liquor. Such incidents were
hardly unusual in an immigrant neighborhood where
social halls, taverns and informal gathering places re-
mained an important part of community life despite
federalrestrictions.

RECYCLE RIGHT!
2T | T~ HOwTORECYCLE CORRECTLY

Garfield Helghts Keep them loose. Do not bag them.

YOUR GATEWAY TO OPPORTUNITY

ONLY THESE 5 ITEMS GO INTO YOUR RECYCLE BIN

] ALUMINUM CUPS & METAL CANS FiA
2 m Empty & Rinse, Flatten, discard cap in trash

] GLASS Bottles/Jars T

Flatten cardboard items &

4 PAPER & BOXE cereal boxes to save space
] PLASTIC Bottles/Jugs

PROPER DISPOSAL OF THESE ITEMS IS REQUIRED: Latex Paint, Medications,
Household Hazardous Waste, Fluorescent Bulbs

DONATE THESE ITEMS ELSEWHERE: Clothing, Computers/Electronics, Household goods,
Shredded paper, Plastic bags, Scrap metal, Tires, Construction debris, Propane tanks

©

Empty & Rinse
Replace the cap

NOT EVERYTHING CAN BE RECYCLED
THESE ITEMS GO IN THE TRASH:
Styrofoam & take-out containers,

hoses & ropes, plastic toys & hangers.

Cuyahoga County

SOLID WASTE DISTRICT

THE NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS

This parking lot, next to the former Seven Roses
Polish Deli and Restaurant, was once the home of
Casey's Tavern, 6305 Fleet Ave., one of many
establishments the building housed over the years.
Photo by Tom Kaschalk, 2026

The most dramatic chapter in the history of 6305 Fleet
Ave. unfolded on the night of March 22, 1933.

A young girl ran from the store seeking help after three
armed men attempted a robbery. Off-duty Cleveland
patrolman Anthony Kalasinski happened to be nearby
and rushed to the scene. Confronting the suspects
outside the building, he exchanged gunfire with the
robbers in a battle witnessed by neighborhood residents.
Kalasinski was struck multiple times but continued fight-
ing, killing one of the assailants before the others es-
caped. The story made front-page news throughout Cleve-
land. Weeks later, while recovering from his wounds,
Kalasinski was awarded a Distinguished Service Medal
for his actions.

Following the end of Prohibition, the building settled into
whatwould become its longestand perhaps most familiar
role: aneighborhood tavern.

Overtheyearsitoperated under several names, includ-
ing the Henlaw Tavern, before settling in as Casey’s
Tavern.Forgenerations of Fleet Ave. residents, itwas one
of the countless corner taverns that served as an exten-
sion of the neighborhood living room. Friends gathered
after work, local news was exchanged, and familiar faces
occupied the same stools year after year.

During the tavern years, the address became associ-
ated with Walter “Wally Chips” Czepczynski and his wife

PAGE 11

Casey’s Tavern, 1959. Photo from the Cuyahoga
County Archives Property Tax Appraiser

Charlotte. Wally became well known throughout North-
east Ohio as a polka musician and entertainer. His band,
Wally’s Polka Chips, performed across the region, and he
appeared onlocal television programs that brought polka
music into thousands of homes. In many ways his story
reflected the cultural traditions that helped define Fleet
Ave. and the surrounding community.

As the neighborhood changed, so did the building. By
the late 20th century, a pet store occupied the storefront.
Eventually, after standing along Fleet for more than a
century, the building was demolished in 2006.

Today only a parking lot remains. Most people driving
pastsee empty pavementbeside the former Seven Roses
building. What they don’t see are the generations of
residents who lived in the upstairs apartments, the shop-
pers who visited neighborhood merchants, the political
meetings, the music store customers, the tavern regu-
lars, orthe patrolman whose courage turned an ordinary
storefrontinto front-page news.

That is the thing about empty lots. They often appear
forgotten.

But every lot has a memory.

(Tom Kaschalk is an author, volunteer researcher,
historical consultant and native Clevelander who writes a
monthly column for The Neighborhood News.)

The Neighborhood News

Since 1923 - Published every Wednesday

Delivered in Southeast Cleveland, Garfield Heights, Newburgh Heights,
Cuyahoga Heights, Independence, Valley View, Maple Heights and Bedford

MAW’S SAVORY DUST
is officially on the market!

Add a little DUST
and Taste The Difference

(21 6) 543-3283 Comes in 7 Ib box

brings big flavor to everyday cooking

Our all-purpose seasoning
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to Celebrate //(
America’s 250“‘ Birthday! -

\\\\ .

Czech Catholic Union/CCU Life
Fraternal Life Insurance &
Annuity/IRA Products

GOLUBSKI
FUNERAL HOME
Established 1913
Cleveland: 216-341-0940
Parma: 440-886-0200

Golubskifuneralhome.com

5349 Dolloff Road, Cleveland, Ohio 44127
(216) 341-0444, www.czechccu.org

) 2 OHIO 2 {
God Bless America!
and Happy 250" Birthday!

Ferfolia Funeral Home

356 W. Aurora Rd..
Sagamore Hills, Ohio 44067

330-467-4500

Fave o Fappy and Safe

w Have a Safe
4540{% N and Happy

= 4th of July!

BICAN BROS.
FUNERAL HOME

Established in 1922
5215 Fleet Ave. * 216-641-9128

WWW. slonecares.com
/4 —
. N
+°(216)

~“Compiete car¢are  663-0663
5266 Turney Road., Garfield Heights

A/C INSPECTION

$69 95°

PERFORMANCE
*Reftigerant extra

Coe
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-8t @@Gﬂ@a\
ﬁ@ﬂﬂﬂ@m)@

\WHOME

-

Fapty 250t Bithiny Anerial
StJohnFH.com « Info@StJohn.com
FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK!
@StJohnFuneralHome
16351 Chillicothe Rd.
Bainbridge Twp., OH

Phone: 440.708.1855
Fax: 440.708.1318

o Check Pressures & Performance
923 Broadway Ave. o Leak Check System

AND LEAK CHECK
Bedford, OH s as requlred
Phone: 440.232.1155 B xca #gﬁ .

. Most vehicles with appointment. Cannot be combined with any
Fax: 440‘439'1 840 other offers, discounts or specials. Refrigerant Extra as necessary.

L] Happy Independence Day!
SI2>
2 b Honoring the anniversary
5 of our country’s freedom.

P> <« Happy Birthday America!

&
Since 1998 216.883.2100
www.MyArrowRealty.com

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
AMERICA!

Cuyahoga Heights
Mayor
Jack M. Bacci
and Family

wm e
? Haven Realty

www.havenrealty.com
Garfield Heights: 216-332-0456

Solon: 440-519-3100 Hudson: 330-801-1673

Enjoy a Safe & Happy 4" of July
Celebrating America’s 250" Birthday!

% GAS USA &

7020 Harvard at E. 71 Street

216-429-1102
Neighborhood Convenient Store

NEW CAR WASH HERE!

SAVE 20¢ ON EACH GALLON
OF GAS WITH CAR WASH

PURCHASE EVERYDAY!!
Happy 4th of July!

Lb. Bag for 34.95'
§m@@w@@ﬂ@ —
3Lh Pkg.
l@ﬂﬂ Park

=

i ko8|
L Bresh
,y,gﬂ"‘ BiGolor 10/$ 99
= Sweet Cort 5

# 48 ROOFING
"WERE #1"

Happy Birthday America!
Have a Safe and Happy 4th of July!!

Sophie’s Natural

PIEROGI

RETAIL STORE

SELLING OUR
ORIGINAL AND
NEW FLAVORS
OF PACKAGED
PIEROGI

4617 Turney Rd., Garfield Hts.
Phone: 216-341-5910
Located in the old Peter’s Market
Regular Hours: Open WED-THU-FRI, 10-4

- We're your complete Iandscapmg company
Established 19917

216 441-6167

= -Kevinlandscaping@aol.com- j
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