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South East Cleveland Kiwanis donates to
Tots programs at Sokol Greater Cleveland

Kiwanis Club of South East
Cleveland President Tony
Brancatelli recently pre-
sented a check from Kiwanis
to Sokol Greater Cleveland
in support of its Tots pro-
gramming. Shown in the
photo are, from left: Sokol
Board of Instructors direc-
tors Jane and Howie Wise;
Brancatelli; and Sokol
Board President Paul Burik.

Sokol Greater Cleveland is
amembership driven orga-
nization, so to enroll chil-
dren in Sokol gymnastic &
classes, located at Bohemian
National Hall, 4939 Broad-
way Ave., Cleveland, atleast
one parent or guardian is
required tobecome an Asso-
ciate Member of Sokol
Greater Cleveland.

Gymnastic classes are for
little tots starting at age 3
yearsold, young boys and girls, aswell as teenagers and adults. There is something for
every skill level and fitness level, all the way to 65+ years.

Fitnessis a greatarea of interest and focus in the Sokol traditions. They are proud to
be able to ofter awide variety of skill building and challenging programs for members
and their families.

Tojoin the Sokol organization or to register for classes, contact directors Howie and
Jane Wise: gymnastics@sokolgreatercleveland.org

NNews closed on New Year’s Day

The Neighborhood News will be closed New Year's Day, Thursday, Jan. 1, for the
holiday andwillreopen Friday, Jan. 2, at 9a.m. Normal deadlines for the Wednesday,
Jan. 7, 2026 issue will apply. The NN staft and management extends wishes for a
wonderful year ahead to one and all.

GHUMC Community Meal on Jan. 4th

The Gartfield Heights United Methodist Church, 4977 Turney Rd., will host its
monthly Community Meal on Sunday, Jan. 4, from 12 to 2 p.m.; please note the new
time. The meal is free and all are welcome.

GPD Group says Bedford City Schools
projects going full speed ahead during
presentation at Bedford Council meeting

By Ellen Psenicka

Bedford Council met for its last meeting of 2025 on Monday, Dec. 15, and heard a
presentation by Russell Gayheart of the GPD Group who provided onupdate on all the
construction going on in the Bedford City School District.

A committee of residents, staffers, parents and community and business leaders
studied the district's needs for seven months, according to the district's website, and
ultimately recommended:

1. Anew high school with expanded career tech offerings on the current high school
site.

2. A new 6-8 school on the Chanel site.

3. Anew PK-2 school on the Heskett site, and reprogramming the existing Heskett
building to serve grades 3-5.

4. Anew 3-5 school on the Columbus site is recommended in the future.
5. Demolish existing Carylwood Intermediate.

6. Demolish existing Central Primary.

7. Demolish Glendale Primary.

Gayheart noted that all construction is on schedule and on budget. He said the PK-
2 building is 35% completed, and along with the grades 6-8 school on the Chanelssite,
will be open to students in August 2027. He said demolition and construction of the
high school will begin in February 2026, with a completion date in 2029.

Legislation passed
The following legislation was passed by Bedford Council at its last meeting:

* Adopted a cybersecurity program in accordance with the Ohio Revised Code for the
city of Bedford.

* Amended purchasing policy guidelines to conformwith the Ohio Revised Code and
to clarify procedures.

* Amended an ordinance adopting the city's credit card policy to continue to ensure
compliance with state mandated policy. The finance director has recommended that
council adopt said policy for those who use credit cards to comply with the policy for
proper public purpose expenditures and recordkeeping as mandated by the Ohio
Revised Code.

* Amended an ordinance passed Dec. 16, 2024, providing compensation for the clerk
of courts. Council raised the compensation for the Bedford Clerk of Courts, effective
with the pay period beginning Jan. 1, 2026, from $130,923.80 to $137,469.65, with
60% to be paid by the City of Bedford and 40% to be paid by the County of Cuyahoga
in equal bi-weekly payments.

*Made additional appropriations for current expenditures of the city in fiscal year

2025. .
(Continued on Page 2)
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GPD Group says Bedford Schools projects going full
speed ahead during presentation at Bedford Council

(Continued from Page 1)

* Authorized the city manager to enter into purchase
agreements with Profant, Inc., dba Business Network
Team, for the purchase of door controls at Ellenwood
Center in an amount not to exceed $29,880.50. The door
controls are necessary to allow east entrance, west en-
trance, second floor door on east end, office door, back
gym door, and outside bathroom doors to be access-
controlled, including the use of key fobs, cards, and/or
timed/scheduled.

* Authorized a contractwith Right Stuff Software Corp.
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With Best Wishes
for a Happy and
Prosperous New Year!

from the
City of Maple Heights

Mayor Annette M. Blackwell

LEGAL ADVERTISEMENT

By order of the Council of the City of Maple Heights, sealed bids will be
received by the Purchasing Agent, at Maple Heights City Hall, 5353 Lee
Road, Maple Heights, Ohio 44137, until 12:00 Noon, local time, on the
8th day of January, 2026 for the TABOR AVENUE WATERMAIN
REPLACEMENT in the City of Maple Heights, Ohio, NO FAXED
COPIESACCEPTED.

The bid documents, specifications and drawings may be examined
without charge online at www.cvelimited.plancycle.com. To become a
Registered Bidder, documents, specifications and drawings must be
purchased at either www.cvelimited.plancycle.com, SE Blueprint at
2035 Hamilton Avenue Cleveland, OH 44114 or SE Blueprint at
520 South Main Street, Suite 2411 Akron, OH 44311 at the cost of
$100.00 + tax and delivery which includes bid registration, one hard
copy set of the bid package and one complete set of pdf files. Additional
sets of bid documents can also be ordered online
at www.cvelimited.plancycle.com or by emailing
seblue@seblueprint.com, calling 216-241-2250 or visiting an SE
Blueprint location.

Each bidder is required to furnish with its proposal, a Bid Guaranty and
Contract Bond in accordance with Section 153.54 of the Ohio Revised
Code. Bid security furnished in Bond form, shall be issued by a Surety
Company or Corporation licensed in the State of Ohio to provide said
surety. Each bid must be made upon the Proposal Form provided in the
set of specifications and must be accompanied by a bank check or
cashier's check drawn on a solvent bank in Cuyahoga County in an
amount equal to ten percent (10%) of the amount bid, or a bid bond in the
amount of one hundred percent (100%) of the amount bid, as a guarantee
that if said bid is accepted, a contract will be entered into and a Surety
Bond satisfactory to said City in an amount equal to 100% of the total bid
will be furnished. Checks shall be made payable to the City of Maple
Heights, Ohio.

Each Proposal must contain the full name of the party or parties
submitting the proposal and all persons interested therein. Each bidder
must submit evidence of its experiences on projects of similar size and
complexity. The owner intends and requires that this project be
completed no later than October 1st, 2026.

Bids will be opened and read at the time and place stated above. Those
who submitted Proposals or their representatives are invited to attend.

Bidders must comply with the prevailing wage rates on Public
Improvements in Cuyahoga County and the City of Maple Heights, Ohio
as determined by the Ohio Department of Commerce, Bureau of Wage
and Hour Administration, 614.644.2239.

The right is reserved to accept any bidder, to reject any or all bids, and to
waive informalities should it be deemed to be in the best interest of the
City of Maple Heights to do so.

Bids are to be submitted in accordance with the plans and specifications
on file in the office of the Purchasing Agent. Sealed bids must be
marked, “TABOR AVENUE WATERMAIN REPLACEMENT”.
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Dennis Kennedy
Finance Director
Maple Heights, Ohio

for support services for the police departmentincluding
software for scheduling and related matters.

*Amended an ordinance adopting the City of Bedford
Employee Handbook. Changesinclude anupdated travel
and expense reimbursement policy.

* Authorized the city manager to execute a contract with
United Survey, Inc. for the sewer lining repair work on
Center Rd. and McKinley St. United willreplace approxi-
mately 540 feet of sanitary pipe on Center Rd., and
approximately 370 feet of sanitary pipe on McKinley St.,
ata cost of $37,800.00.

* Authorized the city manager to enter into a contract
with Barnes Roofing, Inc. for the replacement of the roof
atthe Wastewater Treatment Plant, given that the roofhas
not been replaced in many years and is failing at the
facility. Cost of the project will be $17,500.00.

* Authorized the city manager to enter into a contract
with WF Hann & Sons for the replacement of the HVAC
system on the Laboratory Building at the Wastewater

Treatment Plant, given that the HVAC system has not
been replaced in many years and is failing at the facility.

Cost of the project will be $30,450.00.

Next meeting

The next meeting of Bedford Council will be held
Friday, Jan. 2,at 7 p.m. This organizational meeting will
be held for the purpose of swearing in the newly elected

and re-elected members of Bedford City Council.
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FR. ROBERT A. BURGE

Father RobertA. Burge, age 79. Priest
of the Diocese of Cleveland. Son of
Albertand Marcella Burge; dearbrother
of Barbara Baca (John, deceased), and
Mary Jane Wheeler (Donald); uncle of
John Baca, Gary Baca, Nancy Baca,
and Rebecca Globokar (Johnny); and
several great-nieces and nephews.

Ordained in 1971. Served at St. Ambrose, Brunswick;

St. Mel, Cleveland; Sacred Heart, Lorain; St. Adalbert,
Berea; Our Lady Help of Christians; Litchfield; St.
Anthony of Padua, Parma; and St. Peter the Apostle,
Brook Park. Retired 2003. He spent his retirement at
Light of Hearts Villa and Jennings Center.

Hewill be dearly missed by his family and countless dear

PUBLIC HEARING

A Public Hearing will be held on Monday, January 12, 2026, at 6:30
p.m., before the Maple Heights Planning and Zoning Commission in
the Maple Heights City Hall Council Chambers, 2" Floor, 5353 Lee
Road, Maple Heights, Ohio, to consider the following application:

2025-PZ-18 An application from Gregory Soltis RDL Architects
requesting Approval of a Conditional Use Permit under Sect.
1278.04(0) of the MH Codified Ordinances to build a three story Multi-
Family Dwelling with 27 units on properties located in a Neighborhood
Commercial (NC) Zoning District at 14843 Granger Rd-PPN 784-30-
021; 14875 Granger Rd.-PPN784-30-022; and 14901 Granger Rd.-
PPN784-30-023, Maple Heights, Ohio, 44137, and requesting approval
of'the following variances:

1. Avariance from the requirements of MH Cod. Ord. Sec. 1278.08
which restricts the impervious surface coverage of the lot to no
more than 70 percent impervious area, 80 percent coverage is
proposed; and

2. A variance from the requirements of MH Cod. Ord. Sec.
1290.05(A)(1) which requires aisle width to be 20 feet, 12 feet is
proposed; and

3. A variance from the requirements of MH Cod. Ord. Sec.
1290.05(A)(10)(e)(1) which requires 10 feet parking set-back
from residential districts, 3 feet is proposed; and

4. A variance from the requirements of MH Cod. Ord. Sec.
1290.06(B) which requires 2 off-street parking spaces per unit for
atotal of 54 spaces, 19 are proposed; and

5. A variance from the requirements of MH Cod. Ord. Sec.
1290.06(B) which requires one enclosed off-street parking space
perunit for a total of 27 enclosed spaces, zero are proposed.

2025-PZ-19 An application from Shanti Days LLC requesting Approval
of'a Conditional Use Permit under Sect. 1278.04(H) of the MH Codified
Ordinances to operate an Adult Day Center in a Neighborhood
Commercial (NC) Zoning District at 5467 Warrensville Center Road,
Maple Heights, Ohio, 44137.

2025-PZ-20 An application from Tammy Watters requesting Approval
of'a Conditional Use Permit under Section 1278(W) of the MH Codified
Ordinances to open a Party Supply Store with no change to the interior in
a Neighborhood Commercial (NC) Zoning District at 5234 Northfield
Road, Maple Heights, Ohio 44137.

All Applicant(s) and/or their representatives are required to attend this
meeting. Members of the public are invited to attend, but will only be
allowed to speak during the Public Hearing portion of the meeting.

The application(s) and all supporting materials are available for review
during normal business hours in the Maple Heights Building
Department, 5353 Lee Road, Maple Heights, Ohio.

Sonia Beaman
Clerk of Council/PZC Secretary
City of Maple Heights
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friends. He never met a stranger. His warmth and kind-
ness touched the lives of so many, inspiring hope and
bringing people back to their faith. His presence made a
difference in the world, and his memory will forever live
on in the hearts of all who knew him.

Family and friends are welcome on Tuesday, Jan. 6,
from 4 to 7 p.m., at St. John Funeral Home, 923
Broadway Ave., Bedford 44146, and on Wednesday, Jan.
7, from 9 to 10 a.m., at Jennings, 10204 Granger Rd.,
Garfield Heights, 44125, where Mass of Christian Burial
will be held at 10 a.m. Burial to follow at Calvary
Cemetery, Cleveland.

Contributions can be made in Father Burge's name to:
Jennings, 10204 Granger Rd., Garfield Heights OH
44125 - https://www.jenningsohio.org/.

Serving Garfield Heights
and the
Greater Cleveland
Community.

4 LUCAS MEMORIAL CHAPEL, INC.
440-735-3030
LucasFuneralHome.com

9010 GARFIELD BLVD. * GARFIELD HTS., OHIO 44125

THE GAS 4 HOUSE

PROPANE COMPANY

3804 St. Clair Ave., Cleveland 216-881-8400
7125 KRICK RD., Bedford 440-439-4474
www.gashousepropane.com
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Connecting for Kids offers
free January programs

Registration is required for these programs. Register
online: www.connectingforkids.org/register; via email:
info@connectingforkids.org; or call/text: 440-570-5908.

Music Therapy & More

Join us for a hands-on program designed to teach
families how to use music to improve their child’s aca-
demic, motor, communication and social skills as well as
behavior. This programis designed for families and their
children, ages 0-6 years, who have concerns about devel-
opment. connectingforkids.org/music. Saturday, Jan. 24,
10 a.m., at the Maple Heights Branch of Cuyahoga
County Public Library, 5224 Library Ln., Maple Heights.

Winter Blues: Caregiver Support Group
(virtual)

Are you the caregiver of a child with ADHD, anxiety,
autism or other concerns who is looking to connect with
others? Share & Support is a peer support group where
caregivers can meet families on a similar journey. Join
CFKstaffforvirtual, monthly themed sessionswhere we’ll
share our “roses” (joys), “thorns” (struggles) and “buds”
(hopes) to foster connection and support. Monday, Jan.
26, 7 p.m.

About Connecting for Kids

Connecting for Kids is a group in Northeast Ohio that
helps parents. We support familieswho areworried about
their child—whetherit’sautism, ADHD, anxiety, school
or just a hard time in life. We offer free programs, help
finding resources and a caring community where parents
feelwelcome.

City of Bedford Heights

r 1 PHILLIP STEVENS
bj Mayor/Safety Director

Happy New Year!

5661 Perkins Road
Bedford Heights, Ohio 44146
mayorstevens@bedfordheights.gov

Phone: 440-786-3211
www.bedfordheights.gov

Our Best Wishes
to You
in the New Year...
“Health, Happiness
and Kindness”

BICAN BROS.
FUNERAL HOME

SINCE 1922
5215 Fleet Ave., Cleveland, OH 44105
(216) 641-9128

slonecares.com
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Legal Aid may be able to
help with estate planning

and administration

By Tonya Sams

We all hope to live long, healthy lives, but it is also
important to plan ahead to protect our assets. This means
ensuring thatloved oneswill reap the benefits of our hard
work and efforts in this life. This can be made possible
through estate planning.

The first thing that people should be aware of is that
there is a difference between estate planning and admin-
istration.

“Estate planning means putting plans in place so that
when someone dies, things go the way they want them to
go. Their belongings will go to the people that they want
to have them, and they’re able to put somebody in charge
of who’s going to handle the estate,” said Helen Rapp,
staffattorney in the Economic Justice Group at The Legal
Aid Society of Cleveland.

Estate administration happensas the result of somebody
dying with probate assets. This is when the family of the
deceased wants those assets distributed, so they open a
case in probate court.

“If you do really good estate planning, probate court
and estate administration can often be avoided,” said
Rapp. “Probate courtis a time-consuming process. There
are fees associated with it, and because it’s filed in court,
everything becomes publicrecord.”

When starting an estate plan, the person should estab-
lish alastwill and testament. The last will and testament
declares who the executor will be. The executor is the
person who will oversee the estate after the person dies.
The executor hasanumber of duties including paying for
the funeral, paying debts and distributing the assets of the
estate in the way that the deceased person requested in
their will.

The estate plan also names the beneficiaries, or those
who will eventually receive the person’s assets.

“Any asset you have that has a beneficiary onitis nota
probate asset - itwillnotbe required to go through probate

Happy New Year!

Let’s begin 2026 with a positive lifestyle filled with goals,
laughter, new opportunities and prosperity.

Garfield Heights

Mayor Matt Burke

and family

WE PAY MORE,
SHOP & COMPARE

NOW SELLING
PRECIOUS METALS

STATE LICENSED WWW.INDECOIN.COM
FREE NO OBLIGATION ESTIMATES

WE BUY and SELL
COINS * GOLD « SILVER * ESTATES +ANTIQUES « JEWELRY

Hours: Mon-Fri, 10am-6pm+Sat, 10am-3pmeSun, By Appointment

6495 BRECKSVILLE RD - INDEPENDENCE + 216-524-3520

> Gold: $4380 per oz.
Silver: $76.00 per oz.
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court,” Rapp said. “An example of this is life insurance
and retirement accounts. These accounts are transferred
to the beneficiary upon death. You can name a beneficiary
onjustabouteverything. Ifitinvolves your home, you can
doaTransfer on Death Designation Affidavit (TODDA),
which allows you to name a beneficiary on real estate.”

In addition to making sure your wishes are followed, an
estate plan should include Power of Attorney (POA)
documents that let you appoint agents to act on your
behalf while you are living. These agents can make
decisions for you anytime you cannot make them for
yourself. This includes a financial POA and a healthcare
POA. An estate plan should also include a living will
which documents your thoughts about end-of-life mat-
ters.

For Legal Aid’s estate planning brochure, go to:
lasclev.org/EstatePlanning.

Need help with estate planning? Legal Aid may be able
to help! To apply for freelegal services, call 888-817-3777
or apply online: lasclev.org/apply.

HAPPY NEW YEAR!!

Tax Consultation Available on All Tax Matters

Unique Tax & Accounting, Inc.
6116 Fleet Ave., Cleveland, OH 44105
STAN KEBE, CPA 216-641-1040

Leave Message for your preferred date and time of appointment

W 599 FEDERAL-

STATE
CITY*
*FREE Electronic Filing
*FREE Consultation and Review of Prior Returns
*FREE Representation Federal, State, City if needed
GUARANTEED Maximum Refund

Avoid Risks & Costs of Online Software (Normally City preparation not included)
tax@uniquetaxaccounting.com
*Fees deducted from refund will involve additional efile and bank charges

The time has come for us to wish you
much happiness and success in this
exciting new year.

Best Wishes in 2026
From the Ferfolia Family and Staff

?" F Cl fOlla Funeral Home

330.467.4500
Sagamore Hills
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(All information is preliminary and subject to change
pending investigation.)

Garfield Heights

Trouble W/Customer

On Dec. 13, officers were dispatched to the Shell gas
station at 5095 Turney Rd., for a male causing a distur-
bance. When officers arrived to the store they observed
one man holding an open beer bottle and another man at
the register who appeared to be paying for something.
The store clerk informed police that both males were
together and he wanted both men put out for trespassing
and possible charges related to the damaged sunglasses
display. Officerswere informed that the man had already
come with the beer bottle to the store. When officers
approached the maleat theregister they told him toleave,
to which he complied, but when the man with the beer
bottle was told he was being arrested he began yelling in
the store that he didn’t do anything. When he was
detained he was also pushing back against officers as they
were patting him down. He continued toyell he didn’t do
anything and would not answer any questions. He ap-
peared tobe intoxicated due to his slurred speech and his
openbottle of beer. The store clerk informed officers that
the other unknown male that was with the individual
damaged the sunglasses display, but they were unable to
locate him after he walked around the back of the store.
While officers tried to get the other individual into the
police cruiser, he did not cooperate and wedged himself
on the floorboard area of the police car. The man was
transported to Garfield Heights Jail for booking and
housing, where he became dead weight and officers had

CASH PAID

BUYING ALL JUNK
CARS, TRUCKS, VANS
AND BOX TRUCKS

SAME DAY SERVICE!

FREE TOWING
CALL OR TEXT

440-231-8114
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to carry himinto the detox cell. He is being charged with
disorderly conduct, open container and resisting arrest.

Drug Activity

On Dec. 12, at around 7:18 a.m., officers were advised
that the Ohio State Patrol was involved in a pursuit of a
wanted vehicle with Pennsylvania plates. They were fur-
ther advised that the vehicle was fleeing eastbound on I-
480. Officers attempted to locate the vehicle, but were
unsuccessful. Ataround 6:12 p.m., near the intersection
of Turney Rd. and Oakview Blvd., officers observed a grey
Chevy Trailblazer traveling northbound on Turney Rd.
Earlier in the day, a "Be On the Look Out" was issued for
that vehicle. Officers began pursuit and followed it into
the parkinglot of the Marathon gas station, 5571 Turney
Rd. A traffic stop was initiated and when the suspect
exited the vehicle he was looking toward officers while
reaching in his pocket.

Officers approached him and ordered him to stop and
hewas detained and putin handcufts. He was asked ifhe
had any weapons on him or in the vehicle, to which he
answered "No." During the suspect’s patdown officers
located two clear plasticbags containing a brown powdery
substance in his pocket. The bags were sealed and
packaged in amanner consistentwith distribution. These
items were suspected to be fentanyl, so officers advised
dispatch that they would have charges placed on the
suspect and requested a tow of the vehicle. During an
inventory of the vehicle, officers located a small pocket
scale with the same brown powder residue on it. On the
center console of the vehicle, there were trace amounts of
the brown substance. The vehicle was then towed, and
Ohio State Patrol confirmed the vehicle was the one they
pursued earlier that day. The suspect was transported to
the Garfield Heights Police Department to be processed
and booked. Hewas asked what the substance was, and he
replied with, ”You know whatitis and so do I.” The bags
of brown powder and scale were taken into evidence and
will be sent to the lab for testing. The suspect is being
charged with tracking in drugs.

/
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BUCKLE

AND DRIVE
CAREFULLY! )
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Animal Complaint

On Dec. 15, at approximately 6:22 a.m., officers were
dispatched to ahome in the 5100 block of E. 117 St., for
areport of two dogs running loose and a gunshot fired.
When officers arrived on scene they immediately spotted
two large dogs. One appeared to be a tan mastiff and the
other was a large brown/black St. Bernard mix. When
officers made contact with the complainant, she stated
that she called about the loose dogs and that someone
across the street discharged her pistol in an attempt to
scare the dogs away. When officers made contactwith the
resident she stated that she was in her backyard when the
two dogs approached her, so she discharged one round
from her pistol so they would leave her alone. She was
issued a summons for discharging a firearm within city
limits, and the Garfield Heights animal warden was
contacted in an attempt to secure the loose dogs.

Disorderly Conduct

OnDec. 17,atabout 11:40 p.m., police arrived at Kurt's
Getaway, 8909 Garfield Blvd., for a fight inside the bar.
When officers arrived two females were being removed
from the bar after having an altercation with staff. Statf did
not wish to press charges for the assault but wanted the
femalesremoved and banned from returning. One of the
females smelled strongly of alcohol and was told by police
she would have to get a ride home as she was in no
condition to drive. While waiting on confirmation of
active warrants on the other female involved in the
altercation, the female whowas intoxicated yelled obscene
language about the bar owner and staff and was advised
several times to stop. She tried towalk away from officers
several times and started verbal altercations with patrons
outside the bar and staff. She was separated from the
entrance to the bar and advised to stop. She attempted to
return to the front of the bar and an officer grabbed her
wrist to keep her fromleaving. She again started to scream
obscene language and tried to pull away from the officer's
grasp. Shewas placed under arrest for disorderly conduct
and taken to city jail. She was booked and given a bond
of $1500 and told she was banned from Kurt's Getaway
and if she returned she would be charged with criminal
trespassing. Paperwork forwarded to city prosecutor for
review.

Call Crime Stoppers

with anonymous tips

The 24/7 hotline number, 216-252-7463, allows the
caller toremain anonymous. The phone does not have
a caller ID function and calls are not recorded.

ACROSS FROM TURNEY TOWN - 4967 TURNEY RD. & LANGTON

P

FREE Annual Physical Exam

with annual visit

Medcare Center

We Treat ALL AGES! e SAME DAY Appointments! ¢ WALK-INS Welcome!

FREE Healthcare Screen and Consultation

FREE cholesterol and Hemoglobin Testing

50% OFF FIRST VISIT

Limited Time Only

216-353-9200

We're here for all acute, chronic and preventative needs! We offer rapid covid antigen and
antibody testing in addition to standard health care. Diabetes, BMI and Blood Pressure Screenings.

EVERYONE DESERVES TO BE HEALTHY AT AN AFFORDABLE COST!

@ Medcare Center
4967 TURNEY ROAD open Holidays 10AM - 2PM e Phone: 216.353.9200

Email: contactus@mymedcarecleveland.com

SAVE A TRIP TO THE EMERGENCY ROOM!
Open 7 Days a Week 10AM - 7PM

www.MyMedcareCleveland.com
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Mayor Bibb honors VAPAC at Polish American Center

Cleveland Mayor Justin Bibb recently presented a proc-
lamation at the Polish American Cultural Center on
Lansing Ave., in recognition of the 20th anniversary of
the Vacant and Abandoned Property Action Council
(VAPAC).

"VAPAC has been a driving force in helping address
vacantand abandoned property issues and help set policy
inlending andrental practices in Cleveland," said VAPAC
member Tony Brancatelli. "I have been a member of
VAPAC since its inception 20 years ago and am proud of
itsaccomplishments."

Brancatelli said VAPAC helped navigate through the
foreclosure crisis and created positive changes in the local
real estate market, stabilizing home ownership and help-
ing preserve affordable housing.

Mayor Bibb's proclamation reads in part: "VAPAC has
served as a platform to break down silos between city,

Shown in the photo above is Mayor Justin Bibb
(center) presenting a resolution to Frank Ford, senior
policy advisor for the Fair Housing Centers, and City
of Cleveland Building and Housing Director Sally
Martin-O'Toole, in recognition of the 20th anniversary
ofthe Vacantand Abandoned Property Action Council.

Pernel Jones & Sons
Funeral Home

Haé

Pernel Jones, Jr. ~ Pernel Jones, Sr.  Michael Jones
‘Community Relations
Director

Quality Service
at Reasonable Prices
since 1973

7120 Cedar Ave.
Cleveland, Ohio 44103

216-431-9205

‘A Cleveland Empowerment Zone Business "

| THESE NEIGHBORHOOD |
CHURCHES WELCOME YoU|

Garfield Heights St. Monica Church
United Methodist Church 13623 Rockside Road
4977 Turney Road Garfield Heights 216-662-8685

Pastor: Rev. John J. Mullee

Saturday Vigil Mass: 4:00 pm
Sunday Mass: 9:00 am and 10:45 am
All Mass times are Live streamed.

Garfield Heights, Ohio
Worship Sundays at 10:30am
In Church and on Facebook Live
Pastor Anthony Ruth

county, nonprofit, university and legal entities. It has
helped guide or advocate changes in how vacant proper-
ties are treated: more equitable outcomes, accounting for
racial justice, making sure that interventions (demoli-
tions, recommercialization, rehabs), don't dispropor-
tionately harm certain neighborhoods."

A ¢

Fgting e

« Metroparks
EDESWS

All programs are free unless marked otherwise.
For questions or to register for programs, please
visit clevelandmetroparks.com or call CanalWay
Center at 216-206-1000.

CanalWay Center — Ohio & Erie Canal Res.

January 5: CanalWay Kids. Young children, accom-
panied by an adult, are invited to join us for this 6-week
preschool nature class, held each Monday (1/5, 1/12,
1/26, 2/2, 2/9, 2/16). Each week we’ll spend time
indoors learning about seasonal nature topics and then
head outdoors to explore. 10 - 11:30 a.m. or 1 - 2:30
p-m. CanalWay Center. Ages: 3 — 5 years w/adult. Fee:
$30 per child for 6-week session. Register online.

January 10: Weekend Hike to the Eagle’s Nest. Join a
naturalistfora guided hike toan active bald eagle nestwhile

we look for birds, beavers and other wildlife that call | &

Happy New Year, 2026!

As the new year rolls in we want
to thank you for your trust and
friendship throughout the past year.

SLAVIC VILLAGE AUTOMOTIVE
7772 BROADWAY AVE.

Phone: 216-341-1143

PAGE 5

the Ohio & Erie Canal Reservation home. On the way we
will compare observations ofanimal activity throughout the
winter. This hike is offered several times each month when
the eagle's nest is visible. 1-3 p.m. CanalWay Center.
Terrain: paved, hills, icy conditions possible, 3 miles.

Garfield Park Reservation

January 3: Chair Yoga at Garfield Park. Chair yoga
adapts traditional yoga poses to be done while seated or
standing with a chair for support, making it accessible for
everyone. Join instructor Sandra Bishop in this free class
as she guides you through breathing and stretching
exercises. 10-11 a.m. Garfield Park Program Center.
Registration isrecommended; walk-ins are welcome.

Fraternal Life Insurance Since 1879
Life Insurance & Annuity/IRA’s
5349 Dolloff Road, Cleveland, Ohio 44127
(216) 341-0444 < www.czechccu.org

Happy New Year!
To All Our Neighbors
in Ward 4 from

Rochelle and
Avery Johnson
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BUSINESS and SERVICE DIRECTORY

AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR FURNACE REPAIRS | PLUMBING = |

For the Month of December

Flcooni109

Sleigh Bells Roar, Engines Hum,
Rust Belt gets the job done!
Diegelg are Strong,
Regtorationg Shine,
Financing available Merrg Miles from all of ug
No credit needed along your Merry Ride!

4173 E. 71 St. 216-883-0474

Rust Belt

=~ (440)582-4748

HEATING & COOLING, INC. BATH or KITCHEN Remodellng Project!
PLUMBING & SEWER
“NO-NONSENSE” SERVICE Angl @
SINCE 1975 -
HUC#AS6TE 'WE DO FULL-SERVICE PLUMBING, SEWER & DRAIN CLEANING

ORONICS,HVAC & PLUMBING
ICENSED &

D
vy ;’k PROUD PARTNER 24

> ’ 5’;-,-5»,, amari
Gw‘ g mil
1 Shivers says... EQUIPMENT
‘Better call Sal! an eas:
A 3—A o, hame you know and Cayn ?@:«,’?
Q>

WATER HEATER Installation and Quotes (ANY TIME!)
trust in your home.. We Service All Makes and Models

IS YOUR FUSE BOX OLD
& UNSAFE? Call Mike!

DEPENDABLE
ELECTRIC

1 0 F F ON A NEW
00 BREAKER BOX
m

FEDERAL PACIFIC
BOXES MUST
BE REMOVED

We Install New Breaker Boxes! We Upgrade Meter Services!

LICENSED e BONDED e INSURED
Service Upgrades ¢ 220 Lines « Violations Corrected » GFCI's Installed

Mike Azzarello - Brings You 15 Years
Experience From The IIIuminating Co

SERVICING
EAST & WEST gsm.as

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

440-845-8661

BUSINESS AND SERVICE
DIRECTORY

Example of Sizes and Cost:

Ad size: 1” high = $24 x 4 weeks = $96
Ad size: 1.5” high = 536 x 4 weeks = $144
Ad size: 2" high = 548 x 4 weeks = $192
Ad size 2.5” high = 560 x 4 weeks = $240
Ad size 3” high = 572 x 4 weeks = $288

For additional sizes/prices, Call 216-441-2141
or Email: nnews1923@aol.com

LTVE Representatives 24/7

Financing Available [l | synchrony Visit our website + Apply online

WEBB
SEAMLESS
GUTTERS

FREE
ESTIMATES
Est. 1997

GUTTERS

INSTALLATION  CLEANING - SCREENING & REPAIR
METAL WORK, FASCIA BOARD, FASCIA COVER, SOFFIT, SIDING REPAIR

withowner 440-232:3241 | 216-632:8085 ropav:

To Advertise: Call 216-441-2141
») 44

Deadline: Fridays at 5pm

MTH SERVIGES

WHERE WE DO ANYTHING
FROM YOUR ROOF TO YOUR BASEMENT

ALL MECHANICALS, - SENIOR
PLUMBING, ELECTRICAL, HVAC, IA\ DISCOUNTS
BATHROOM & KITCHEN -_—
REMODELS * & % EXTERVINATION OF ALL
serviceappuancess MTH SERVICES ROE’:":“;Z & ':,‘:,ZCTS'
CARPET & FLOOR INSTALL Total Home COVerage 1L CONCRETE REPAIRS
& FRESH POURS,

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING
(Formerly Monde the Handyman) 2 1 6'466. 1352 TUCKPOINTING.

LICENSED & BONDED WWW.MTHHANDYMAN.COM  ROOF REPAIRS

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

s IO PYEEE5
& INSURED A ] ®
WEBSITE: ALLHOMECLE.COM

MALL RORNMIE DRI

SIDING ¢ GUTTERS ¢ ROOFS ¢ CARPENTRY
DOORS ¢ WINDOWS ¢ AWNINGS ¢ RAILS  ETC.

LICENSED

Licensed, Bonded, Fully Insured

MASONRY
REPAIRS

INTERIOR

PORCH REPAIRS Bt
LEOC ROOF REPLACEMENTS PN

o New Garages & Repairs ¢ All types Vinyl Siding & Repairs  Windows ¢ Doors
o Steps o Brick Work ¢ Waterproofing ¢ Storm Damage ¢ Concrete e Asphalt
¢ Re-Roof and Roof Tearoff Gutters/Downspouts ® Sagging or Rotting Porches

FINANCING * INSURANCE CLAIMS WELCOME *
TR dca8 CUSTOM CRAFT BUILDERS

216-381-2222

otes NO JOB TOO SMALL!
Home Improvement and Remodeling
FULL KITCHEN AND BATH REMODELING
PLUMBING - ELECTRICAL

Bonded/Insured  Serving Maple Hts., Garfield Hts., Bedford and surrounding areas
FREE ESTIMATES

SENIOR DISCOUNT 21 6'51 3'3243

GRENDZINSKI PLUMBING

LICENSED * BONDED * INSURED

*HOT WATER TANKS

*DRAIN CLEANING

*ELECTRIC SEWER CLEANING

* COPPER WATER LINES INSTALLED

*GAS LINES TESTED

*SENIOR CITIZEN DISCOUNT
CALL R. GRENDZINSKI

216-041-6039 or 216-299-2935

Prompt
Service

T I
MB PIPEI.INES I'I.IIMBIIIE I.I.I:--I

RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL
) NEW HOT WATER TANKS
Toilets * Vanities * Sinks * Disposals |
GAS LINES REPAIRED & INSTALLED |
|COPPER WATER LINES * SEWER & DRAIN CLEANING |

SEWER JETTING ° VIDEO SEWER INSPECTION

/ Family Owned / 30 Yrs. Experience in Plumbing &
Dggg:?r:ts Licensed * Bonded * Insured . o s
' 216) 701-5971

=g

— _EIEEI_

‘4 ROOFING I i
TEAR-OFFS + RE-ROOFS  ALL REPAIRS

SHINGLES « SLATE + METAL ROOFS
“NSURED GUTTERS ¢ SIDING « CARPENTRY & CHIMNEY WORK

*All Work Guaranteed e Senior Discount FLAT ROOF EXPERTS

‘o one unoes bins st 216-319-0430

FREE ESTIMATES

HAPPY NEW YEAR! rrom SUPREME CONTRACTORS

WE’LL MEET ALL YOUR

ROOFING NEEDS!!
Feniroduy . 216-299-9885 ... 1956

BURTON AND SONS LANDSCAPING, INC.

Full Service Landscaping Professionals / Snowplowing available

LICENSED - INSURED - SENIOR DISCOUNTS
*Mulching  eSeeding  Thatching 21 6-21 3-8979
eFertilizing  *Sodding  eAeration  SPRING & FALL CLEANUPS

* Mowing * Rototilling *Trees/Shrubs 0/0 0/ OFF
Burtonandsonlandscaping.com / Seasonal Landscaping Contract: 10 A)l. 20 A) 24r.

SNOWPLOWING AND
LANDSCAPING DESIGN
"WE DO IT ALL - AND MORE!"

Mulching ¢ Fertilizing ¢ Cutting * Seeding
Commercial - Residential ~ Sdding * Rototilling * Thatching * Aeration
Spring & Fall Clean-ups  Waterscapes * Stone Pathways * Trees/Shrubs

FREE ESTIMATES 216-587-2784 or 216-326-1551

Serving East and West Sides
Daily ® Weekly ® Monthly

T0 ADVERTISE - CALL 216-441-2141

BD ADS START AT $24 PER WEEK
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REAL ESTATE REAL ESTATE RENT HOUSE TRANSPORTATION AUCTION AUCTION
WANTED WANTED

Clean, quiet home offering shared | am a driver for hire for all your
and co-shared rooms. Affordable driving needs. Senior-friendly. m AU CTIO N

I BUY HOUSES monthly rates. Broadway area. Utili- Doctor’'s appointments, shopping,
ties included plus cable/Wifi. Call/ some out-of-town trips. Call for pric- .
text: (216) 225-5536. ing (216) 544-3024. Online Only

CASH

ANY CONDITION
ANY SITUATION

216-856-3300

There is only one OFFICIAL... A
@ WeBuyHouses

ANY HOUSE - ANY CONDITION

Call Now 216-600-0079

All real estate advertised herein is subject to the Federal Fair
Housing act, which makes itillegal to advertise any preference,
limitation or discrimination because of race, color, religion,
sex, handicap, familial status or national origin, or intgntion to
make any such preference, limitation or discrimination. We will
not knowingly accept any advertising for real estate which is in
violation of the law. All person are hereby informed that all dwellings advertised
areavailable onan Equal Opportunity basis.

Advertise in The Neighborhood News
Call 216-441-2141 or Email NNEWS1923@A0L.COM

&)

Equal Housing
Opportunity

The Neighborhood News

Serving Southeast Cleveland since 1923

PERSONALS PERSONALS

SOBER LIVING GROUP HOMES

We have the space, we care about you, we want to
help you in your sobriety. You are important to us.
Please call us. We are waiting for you. (937) 756-0384

Your Ad in This Size Block
* Only $48 per week *

Advertising Deadline: Mondays at 5 p.m.

The Neighborhood News
Serving South East Cleveland since 1923

Call 216-441-2141
or Email: nnews1923@aol.com
www.theneighborhoodnews.com

Former Al's Tavern Retirement Auction
Bar Equipment, Beer Signs, Pyrex,

Modern Décor, Kids Items
Absolute auction, all sells to the highest bidders online only.

Preview/Pickup Location:

5203 Turney Rd., Garfield Heights, OH 44125
Starts: Monday, December 29, 2025, 10:00 AM
Ends: Monday, January 5, 2026, 6:00 PM
Visit www.kikoauctions.com for full details.
Auctioneer: Seth Slagle, 330.418.0267
or sslagle@kikocompany.com

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

FOR SALE FOR SALE

DRUM
CHANDELIER

MSRP $90
FOR SALE: $35

Fabric barrel shade,
chrome finish,

Your Ad in WANT To BO¥
This Size Block TOP $$$
* Only $24 * Paid for your

per WEEk run:iI:gc::,not.
Call 216-441-2141 | LS LET
Advertising Deadline: 7744 BROADWAY
Mondays at 5 p.m. 216-906-6731

Your Ad in This Size Block
* Only $72 per week *

Advertising Deadline: Mondays at 5 p.m.

The Neighborhood News
Serving South East Cleveland since 1923

Call 216-441-2141
or Email; nnews1923@aol.com
www.theneighborhoodnews.com

teardrop and beaded
accents,

23" Dx30.5” H,
uses max 2x60W bulbs
(not included).
New unopened box.
Call 216-441-2188

M-F, 9am-5pm

9. e'con tL 3

HAND hl_. IER

TAX PREPARER NEEDED
UTA Cleveland Office

Previous experience preferred. Excellent computer
and Microsoft Office skills are required, with
attention to detail and data accuracy. Responsibilities
include: Tax preparation, filing, communication with
clients in person, via phone, email and by mail. Hours
are flexible and pay rate negotiable.

Reply to: tax@uniquetaxaccounting.com

WANT TO BUY WANT TO BUY

WE WANT TO BUY YOUR JUNK CAR

ATLA&SA'Il"C_ID_g\IING 459 300
21 6-403-6050 DEPEND::ggﬁ

LOCAL TOWING « For Cars within 10 mile radius of Maple Hts. 550 TYPE OF VEHICLE

WE BUY JUNKAND TOP
UNWANTED VEHICLES §&§ &

SAME DAY SERVICE

FREE TOW! 216-372-2000 PAID

TOP PAY IN THE CITY

WE BUY JUNK SAME DAY SERVICE
AND UNWANTED _ FREETOWING
CARS & TRUCKS 216-924-0941

THE NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS ADVERTISING POLICY

PLACING A DISPLAY ADVERTISEMENT:

Call The Neighborhood News at (216) 441-2141 to place your ad. Our
office is open 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Friday. Ad information
canalso be E-mailed to: nnews1923@aol.com.
Advertising deadline is 5:00 p.m. Mondays. Advertising Display rate is
$12.00 per columninch (minimum $48).
Business Directory deadline is 5:00 p.m. Fridays. Ads must print for 4
weeks. Advertising rate is $12 per column inch (minimum $24).

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING:
Classified Advertising rate is $12.00 for 15 words or lessand 10¢ a word
over 15 words. Boxed classified rate is $12.00 per column inch (starting
at$24).

PUBLISHER'S DISCRETION:
All contents of advertisements are subject to publisher’s approval.
Publisher reserves the right to reject or cancel any advertisement,
insertion order, space reservation or position commitment at any time.
Positioning of advertisements is at the discretion of the publisher
except where a request for a specific preferred position is acknowledged
by the publisher.

PAYMENT IN ADVANCE:
All advertising may be paid by using your VISA, MASTERCARD or
DISCOVER credit cards; Cash or Check. Payment in advance is required in
certain instances. Please place your ad early to allow payment to reach
us before deadline. All credit card payments will have an additional
charge of 3.75% added due to the high cost of credit card processing. We
appreciate your understanding and thank you for your business.
CANCELLATIONS:
Deadline for cancellations is 5 p.m. on Mondays. Save your cancellation
number in case an adjustment on your bill is necessary. Ads placed for
only one week cannot be canceled.
ERRORS/ADJUSTMENTS:
Advertisers should check the first insertion of their ad. The
Neighborhood News cannot be responsible for more than one incorrect
insertion. Upon noting an error, the advertiser should call the
Advertising Department at (216) 441-2141. Adjustments are made to
the degree the error reduced the value of the ad. Publisher shall not be
liable for any costs or damages if for any reason it fails to publish an
advertisement.
PHONE: 216-441-2141 ¢ E-MAIL ADDRESS: NNEWS1923@AO0L.COM
o FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK e
WEBSITE: THENEIGHBORHOODNEWS.COM
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GHPD officer graduates
from FBI National Academy

Congratulations to the
Garfield Heights Police [
Department's Lt. Matthew [
Berdyszfor graduating from
the FBI National Academy,
class #296, on Thursday, |
Dec. 11,2025, as posted on
the GHPD Facebook page.

The National Academy is
a 10-week Police Leadership
program, held in Quantico,
VA, and is considered to be
the most prestigious law
enforcement training pro-
gram in the country. Less
than 1% of law enforcement
officers will get to attend the National Academy during
their careers.

Lt. Matthew Berdysz

SPEClAL PROGRAMS

Bedford (Bedford Heights/Oakwood
Village) Branch Library

Here are some of the FREE programs coming up at the
Bedford Branch of the Cuyahoga County Public Library,
located at 70 Columbus Rd., Bedford, Ohio 44146. For
more information, or to register for any program, please
call 440-439-4997.

Kids Café -18 & younger. Monday-Friday, 3-4 p.m.

AVOID PROBATE

ESTATE PLANNING | WILLS | DEEDS
POWERS OF ATTORNEY | LIVING WILLS
ESTATE ADMINISTRATION

DANIEL J. KLONOWSKI

®

LAW OFFICE: 6300 Rockside Road | Suite 302
Independence |OH

216-241-0666

MATRIXII
INCOME TAX SERVICE LLC

5258 TRANSPORTATION BLVD.

GARFIELD HEIGHTS
>

All the Best
STEVE COOK, EA

to You in the
AUTHORIZED PROVIDER

202°
CHECK
US OUT!

2026 PAUL COOK

PICK UP - DROP OFF
1 EXPERT YEAR ROUND SERVICE
[V OBBBA - TAX BREAKS

216-332-SAVE (283

THE NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS

Kids ages 18 and under can get a FREE lunch provided
by the Greater Cleveland Food Bank, while supplies last.

Student Success Center - K-8th grade, Monday-Thurs -

day (school days), 4-6:30 p.m. Since 2002, our FREE
Student Success Center’s program has helped thousands
of students in grades K-8 improve their grades and
subject comprehension. Student Success Centers are avail-
able at 10 branches. Students who participate in the
programreceive homework assistance from trained tutors
in the following subjects: language arts, math, reading,
science and social studies. MUST REGISTER.

Snowy Day Storywalk - Monday, January, All Day. Feeling
stir-crazy with the weather? Stop by the Bedford Branchand
walk through the life-sized version of the beloved and
timeless story “A Snowy Day” by Ezra Jack Keats.

Whispers from the Past - Adults - Monday, Jan
6:30 p.m. Join us for ‘Whispers from the Past,” an
intriguing journey into the hidden language of Victorian
grave symbolism. We’ll explore the fascinating meanings
behind the monuments and markers at Riverside Cem-
etery, uncovering the stories and lives of the individuals
interred there through the symbols they left behind.
Jamie and Maria have been researching and guiding
tours for Riverside Cemetery together since 2021. Jamie
isan employee of the cemetery and Maria is the volunteer
docent; both sharing the love of history and cemeteries.

Family Storytime - Allages with caregiver. Tuesdays,
Jan. 6,13,20,27,10 a.m. and 6 p.m. Join us for stories,
songs and fingerplays.

Wishing Everyone a very
Happy & Blessed New Year

Dontun

LICENSED STAFF
Joseph A. Fortuna
John J. Fortuna
Joshua D. Leuck
Skyler R. Zak

» Funeral Home

www.fortunafuneralhome.com

5316 FLEET AVENUE
CLEVELAND
216-641-0046

7076 BRECKSVILLE ROAD
INDEPENDENCE
216-520-7335

PAGE 8

Preschool Club - Ages 3 & 4 (not attending formal
preschool). Wednesday, Jan. 7,10:30 a.m. All activities
alignwith Ohio’s Early Childhood content standards and
aim to enrich all areas of child development and kinder-
gartenreadiness. The program’s goal is to support fami-
lies inbeing a joyful learning environment for little ones
while providing social interaction for participants. Please
note: Participants in this program may be recorded and/

or surveyed to capture program’s effectiveness. MUST
REGISTER.

Time Travelers - Travel Through Time with the Magic
Tree House. For Grades 2-5, Wednesday, Jan. 7, 7
p-m. Join us as we explore Mary Pope Osborne’s classic
"Magic Tree House" series.

Cyber-Smart - Protecting Yourself Online in an Age of

Digital Threats. Thursday, Jan. 8, 7 p.m. In this one-
b

hourworkshop, you’ll learn practical ways to protect your
personal information, devices, and home network from
common digital threats. We’ll cover passwords, phishing,
social media privacy, smart devices, and more — all in
plain language, no tech background required.

Brian Krupp is an assistant professor in the Computer
Science Departmentat Case Western Reserve University.
Michael Prather is a local software engineer working in
the cybersecurity industry. MUST REGISTER.

Best Wishes for a Happy, FHealthy . . .

Qa(ﬁe[c[ Commons

Rockside Road near Turney Road in Garfield Heights

DentallWorks: ~ % First Federal
* Lakewood

216-662-0499
dentalworks.com

Spectrum»
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