
SERVING SOUTHEAST CLEVELAND, GARFIELD HEIGHTS, NEWBURGH HEIGHTS, CUYAHOGA HEIGHTS,
INDEPENDENCE, VALLEY VIEW, MAPLE HEIGHTS, BEDFORD AND BEDFORD HEIGHTS

WEDNESDAY, JULY 23, 2025 PHONE: (216) 441-2141 • EMAIL: NNEWS1923@AOL.COM101st YEAR FREE

The Neighborhood NewsThe Neighborhood NewsThe Neighborhood NewsThe Neighborhood NewsThe Neighborhood News
YYYYYour Community Newspaper Since 1923our Community Newspaper Since 1923our Community Newspaper Since 1923our Community Newspaper Since 1923our Community Newspaper Since 1923

Christmas in July packs the pool at Garfield rec center

The 15th Annual Christmas in July, held last Saturday
at the Dan Kostel Rec Center in Garfield Heights, was a
huge hit this year with a large crowd and the weather
cooperating!

Fun was had by all in attendance with dancing on the
pool deck, getting wacky balloons twisted by More Fun
Entertainment's Doug Wilson, some lucky patrons win-
ning prizes, and Savana Irvine, head lifeguard, leading
the Hula Contest and the Limbo. It was a great day to be
at the pool!

The highlight was Santa arriving on his surfboard with
his big red bag full of toys for all the little ones there.

Rec Center staff would like to thank all the sponsors who
made this event possible with their donations: Mayor
Matt Burke (3 kids' bikes & gift card),  the Recreation
Department (bag of toys & other misc.), Isaac Ramirez'

“Dummy 13” made on his 3D printer, and residents
Elizabeth Lawrence and Sue Pitts for their donations.

Big winners were Willey Coker, Callie Bosone and
Andre Palmer, who each won bikes. Other winners were
Sheriya Davis, Nicholes Dailey and dozens of others who
won miscellaneous prizes.

Christmas in July was sponsored by the city of Garfield
Heights, Paul Birk, Sr., director of Parks and Recreation,
and coordinated by Mary Nichols. Also a big thanks to
the awesome staff at the Recreation Department: Ken
Dillon (music), James Bergholz, Melissa Irvine, Chris
Migchelbrink, Shannon Montgomery, Jack Nikrasch,
and the friendly girls at the concession stand – Jordyn,
Nilah and Sammi.

Most of all thanks to Santa for helping make the day
truly special (Bob Gruszewski)!!

No NN issue next week
The Neighborhood News will take its annual sum-

mer vacation next week and will not publish a July
30th issue.

Our next edition will publish Wednesday, Aug. 6,
with normal deadlines. The Neighborhood News
offices will be closed from Friday, July 25, through
Thursday, July 31.

Slavic Village Council Candidate Forum is July 30th
Residents of Slavic Village will get their first formal

opportunity next week to meet and question the seven
candidates running to represent them in Cleveland City
Council. The public meeting will take place Wednesday
evening, July 30, at the Polish American Cultural Center,
6501 Lansing Ave., Cleveland. Doors will open at 6 p.m.;
the forum will begin at 6:30 p.m.

During last January's redistricting process, when the

number of wards was reduced from 17 to 15 due to
population loss, the Broadway area was partitioned into
three larger wards encompassing much of southeast Cleve-
land. The wards and candidates include:

Ward 2 (south of Fleet Ave.): Kevin Bishop, unopposed
Ward 3 (north of Fleet Ave., east of E. 49 St.): Deborah

Gray, Sharon Spruill, Erich Stubbs
Ward 5 (north of Fleet Ave., west of I-77): Beverly Owens

Jackson, Rebecca Maurer, Richard Starr
Candidates attending the forum will be asked to make

brief opening statements after which they will answer
questions submitted in writing by audience members.

All residents and friends of Slavic Village are invited
to attend. Light refreshments will be served. The forum
is being produced by the East 63rd Street Block Club
with the support of Slavic Village Development and
Neighborhood Connections. For further information,
contact 216-789-1468.

Board of Elections to visit
local libraries to educate
voters ahead of Sept. 9th
Primary Election

The Cuyahoga County Board of Elections has an-
nounced the Cleveland Library Week Voter Education
Campaign. The campaign will promote participation in
the Sept. 9, 2025 Primary Election and also help bring
awareness to the Cleveland Ward boundaries imple-
mented in May of 2025 and voting location changes.

There are 11 library branches that will be visited between
July 29, 2025 and August 7, 2025. The public is encour-
aged to drop by any of the 11 library branches to receive
the most current election information. The Board of
Elections will provide Ward Maps, Voter Guides, Vote-by-
Mail Ballot Applications and employment information.

The Sept. 9, primary includes seven wards in Cleveland
and candidate contests in Cleveland Heights, East Cleve-
land, Garfield Heights and Maple Heights.

Cleveland/Suburban Voter’s Week will include the fol-
lowing libraries in The Neighborhood News readership
area:

Wednesday, July 30, 12:30 to 3:30 p.m.
Garfield Heights Branch, 5409 Turney Rd., Garfield

Heights, 44125
Maple Heights Branch, 5225 Library Ln., Maple Heights,

44137
Additional information is available on the Board of

Elections website: boe.cuyahogacounty.gov

Monday, August 4, 12:30 to 3:30 p.m.

Ward 3: Fleet Branch, 7224 Broadway Ave., Cleveland,
44105
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(All information is preliminary and subject to change
pending investigation.)

Maple Heights
Officer Involved Shooting

On Sunday, July 20, at 1:56 p.m., officers from the
Maple Heights Police Department responded to 5207
Henry St., for a report of a female being attacked by two
dogs. When officers arrived the dogs were still actively
attacking her. One of the responding officers fired shots
from his weapon  striking both of the dogs, who both
succumbed from their injuries.

Officers then began performing life-saving emergency
first aid on the victim, Rhonda Johnson, 62, until
paramedics from the Maple Heights Fire Department
arrived. She was then transported to MetroHealth Medi-
cal Center.

Witnesses on scene advised the officers the female was
walking both dogs when they turned on her and began
attacking her.

Johnson is in stable condition and has undergone
surgery to repair her badly injured right arm.  She also
sustained injuries to her left arm, left leg, right leg and
chest.

Johnson was the primary caregiver of the dogs and
walked them several times a day, according to neighbors.
Police said it is unclear what caused the dogs to attack her.

Anyone with information related to this case is urged to
contact the Maple Heights Detective Bureau: 216-587-
9624 or Detectives@mhpd-ohio.com. As always, infor-
mation can also be supplied to Crime Stoppers.

Garfield Heights
Theft

On July 11, at about 3:11 p.m., an officer was dispatched
to a home in the 4900 block of Osborn Rd., for report of
a theft. The caller told police that about eight days ago an
unknown company cut down approximately 20 to 30
black walnut trees on her property, with each tree worth
around $3,000. She said she hadn't checked on the
property for several weeks and neighbors believed she
had a company come out to clear the land. Neighbors had
Ring doorbell footage of red and white trucks clearing the
land. Police will study the video to determine the com-
pany involved.

Juvenile(s)
On July 11, at 7:09 p.m., officers were dispatched to a

home in the 4600 block of E. 90 St., for a caller who found
a two-year-old boy on her porch. She told police that she
had looked out her window earlier and saw a young black
male child in just a diaper walking in the street going
from west to east on Grand Division Ave. She then got
notified by her security camera that someone was on her
porch which turned out to be the child she had seen on
the street.

(Continued on Page 7)
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Girls Hockey at Garfield
Hts. Recreation Center

We are now taking registrations for the 2025-26 season
for our Girls Hockey program. New this year is an In-
House program for girls 19 and under. We will also have
our Independent Bulldog Team for 12U/14U - Both with
plenty of ice time during the season.

Sign up during the summer and bring a towel for swim-
ming at our Pool and spend the day with us – no charge!!
See our web page for more details at www.garfieldhts.org
under Parks & Recreation Department.

Not sure if your daughter would like to play Hockey?
We will have a free Try before you Buy Session on
Saturday, September 20, at 11:15 a.m.

See details for this and all our Ice Skating programs for
the Season.

We offer In-house Hockey for ages 3 & up on Satur-
days and Learn to Skate on Wednesdays and Satur-
days. Details coming soon!

CONTACT INFORMATION:
216-475-7272 – Rec Center

Coach Lindsay – ghgirlshockey@gmail.com
tes.dirosa17@gmail.com

Music featured at Ice
Cream Socials in Indy

Join your friends and neighbors for free Sunday after-
noon concerts at the Independence Town Hall band-
stand on Independence Public Square as part of the city's
Sunday Ice Cream Socials. The next ice cream social will
be held on July 27th, at 3 p.m., featuring the barbershop-
style harmonies of the Men of Independence.

Cleveland Public Theatre
comes to Slavic Village

Cleveland Public Theatre's Student Theatre Enrichment
Program (STEP) returns to Slavic Village's Iron Ward next
Monday, July 28, at 7 p.m.

The live theatrical performance will take place not at Iron
Ward's usual Dan Kane Park stage but up the street on the
grounds of St. Stanislaus Church, 6549 Forman Ave.

STEP is a 16-year-old cultural project that recruits
teenagers from many Cleveland neighborhoods to write,
direct and produce an original theatrical production. It
has entertained Slavic Village and seven other neighbor-
hoods for over a decade.

Admission is free. For more information contact Iron
Ward at 216-469-4806.

Blood donor opportunity
The American Red Cross will conduct a blood donor

drive on Tuesday, Aug. 5, from noon to 6 p.m., at the
Independence Civic Center, 6363 Selig Dr., Indepen-
dence. To register, visit redcrossblood.org.
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Slavic Villagers draft a neighborhood platform
Residents of one of Cleveland's oldest neighborhoods

took political matters into their own hands this week by
drafting a major platform of policy priorities that they
hope will lead the discussion during this year's campaigns
for mayor, council and the courts. The platform covers
the hot-button topics that have for years dominated talk
at civic meetings and across backyard fences, including
housing, public safety, main streets, youth and elderly,
and general neighborhood development. (See Page 8 of

this newspaper for the platform text).
Organizers said they were prompted to act after last

winter's redistricting presented them with entirely new
ward lines as well as unfamiliar politicians interested in
leading them.

Planks in the platform were gathered at block club
meetings, in social media groups and in private conver-
sations. The process demonstrated that Slavic Villagers
agree on alot - but not everything. Organizers concede
that residents are likely not in sync with each individual
plank. They nevertheless view them as a worthwhile basis
for policy talk as the election cycle proceeds, starting with
next week's City Council Candidates Forum at 6:30 p.m.
on Wednesday, July 30, at the Polish American Cultural
Center, 6501 Lansing Ave., Cleveland.

The policy platform is a work-in-progress and still open
to more ideas. If residents see anything they'd like to
change or add, they are invited to email at:
civitascle@gmail.com.

New GHPD patrolman

Alexis Medina was sworn in Monday morning as the
newest patrolman with the Garfield Heights Police
Department. She was with the Broadview Heights PD
for three years before coming to Garfield Heights.
Patrolman Medina is shown in photo above with Mayor
Matt Burke, at left, and Police Chief Mark Kaye, at
right.
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Annual Summer Concert
Literacy Through the Arts Academy will present its

annual Summer Concert, "The Dream Goes On," being
held on Thursday, July 31, at 6 p.m., at Cleveland Central
Catholic High School's Ironman Center, 6550 Baxter
Ave., Cleveland.

All are invited to enjoy a presentation by students who
participated in the LTA experience at its summer camp,
sponsored by Jones Road Family Development.

Independence Branch Library news
Here are some of the FREE programs being offered at

the Independence Branch of the Cuyahoga County Pub-
lic Library, located at 6361 Selig Dr., Independence. For
more information or to register for any program, please
call 216-447-0160.
TEENS

VolunTeens. Registration required. Volunteer at the
library, earn service hours. We will work on a project
benefitting the library or for a need in the community.
Wednesday, Aug. 6, 7 p.m.

Make crepes! Registration required.  Join us to learn
the art of cooking, flipping and filling these French
classics. Bon appétit! Saturday, Aug. 9, 2 p.m.

CHILDREN
Family STEM Fun. Registration required. Drop in for

some fun family STEM activities geared towards families
with children in grades K-5. Saturday, Aug. 2, 2 p.m.

Garfield Heights  joins
CLE Restoration Society
The city of Garfield Heights has announced that it has

joined the Cleveland Restoration Society, marking a
significant milestone as the community’s first-ever mem-
bership with the largest non-governmental regional his-
toric preservation organization in Ohio. This partner-
ship brings multiple new resources to residents, includ-
ing the Heritage Home Program.

The Heritage Home Program offers free technical assis-
tance and low-interest financing for a variety of home
repair and maintenance projects, which can include
everything from roof replacements and foundation re-
pairs to window restoration and electrical upgrades.

“Our city is among the oldest First Suburbs, with 97% of
its residential structures age 50-years or older," said Mayor
Matt Burke. "So our new partnership with the Cleveland
Restoration Society can provide options to assist with
home repairs associated with older homes.”

The mayor invited interested residents to a meeting on
Thursday, July 31, at the Civic Center, 5407 Turney Rd.,
at 6 p.m., for Cleveland Restoration Society’s information
session on the Heritage Home Program.
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REAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATE
WANTEDWANTEDWANTEDWANTEDWANTED

REAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATE
WANTEDWANTEDWANTEDWANTEDWANTED

WANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUY

PERSONALSPERSONALSPERSONALSPERSONALSPERSONALS

FURNITURE SALEFURNITURE SALEFURNITURE SALEFURNITURE SALEFURNITURE SALE

HELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

WANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUY

GARAGE SALEGARAGE SALEGARAGE SALEGARAGE SALEGARAGE SALE

Furniture Sale - Saturday, July 26,
10am=3pm. Exercise bike, stair lift
chair and much more! No deliver-
ies, must take. 5095 E. 86 St. ,
Garfield Hts.

GARAGE SALEGARAGE SALEGARAGE SALEGARAGE SALEGARAGE SALE

YARD SALEYARD SALEYARD SALEYARD SALEYARD SALE

PERSONALSPERSONALSPERSONALSPERSONALSPERSONALS

HELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

GARAGE SALEGARAGE SALEGARAGE SALEGARAGE SALEGARAGE SALE

5532 Briarcl i f f  Dr., Garf ield Hts.
Thursday through Sunday,  Ju ly
24-25-26, 9am-5pm. Hot Wheels,
Stamps, Records, Lots more!

Mi -T-M pressure  washer .  R ig id
wet saw. Titan commercial trash
pump .  Pa in t  sp raye r .  F i n i sh
nailer’s. Tile cutter. Drills, Router.
Fu l l  body  ha rnesses .  P lane r .
Hopper gun. Electrical. Plumbing.
Paint ing. Drywal l .  Woodworking.
A variety of DeWalt, Skil, Ryobi &
Rigid tools. Misc. Toys, Clothing,
Household items, etc. 4877 East
94th, Garfield Heights. Saturday,
August 2, 2025 @ 9:00

She tried to speak to him but he was not saying anything,
just singing. The woman then called police. The officers
walked down Grand Division with the child to see if he
could recognize his house. Someone on Grand Division
recognized the child and pointed out the house he lived
in. There were multiple people on the home's back porch
when police arrived who then went inside. The child was
handed over to a female and taken inside as well. The
child's mother came outside and said she had been busy
and the other kids in the house should have seen him
leave. She said the child is autistic and the doors should
have been locked so he couldn't get out. The mother was
charged with child endangering. The report will be
forwarded to the prosecutor for review.

Weapon Offense
On Wednesday, July 16, at 12:19 a.m., a police officer

responded to the station to take a report from a male
victim who said that someone shot four bullet holes into
his vehicle. He said around 11:15 p.m., he left the Get Go
gas station and was driving his GMC Sierra pick-up truck
in the far right lane on Transportation Blvd. towards
Antenucci Blvd., when a  dark gray sedan pulled up on
the left side of his vehicle and shot at his truck four times.
Bullets struck his driver’s side door and shattered the
window. He then started chasing the sedan on Antenucci
until they reached Turney Rd., where the sedan turned
right and the victim went left.

After talking to the victim the police officer checked the
city cameras and located a video with the victim driving
off I-480 east onto Transportation Blvd. The sedan was in
front of the truck and the truck was following the sedan too
close, as if it was road rage. Both vehicles made a right turn
onto Vista Way and entered the parking lot of Starbucks.
A few moments later, the truck drove out of the parking
lot and onto the middle lane of Transportation Blvd. The
sedan was traveling right behind the GMC truck until the
truck came to a complete stop in the middle of the
roadway blocking the sedan from driving forward. The
sedan attempted to drive around the truck on the left side,
but was stopped by the GMC once again, as the victim
positioned his truck in front of the sedan. That is when
the sedan possibly shot four rounds at the GMC. The
video showed one apparent muzzle flash coming from the
sedan. After the shooting the sedan drove around the
GMC truck and turned onto Antenucci at a high speed
rate with the truck chasing it. When both vehicles ap-
proached Turney they went in opposite directions.

After reviewing the camera footage of this incident, the
police officer determined that the victim was the aggressor
and falsely stated the actual events leading up to the
shooting. Police could not identify the sedan driver and
no spent casings were found at the scene, but shattered
glass from the window of the GMC truck was located on
the roadway. The report will be forwarded to the Detective
Bureau for follow up.

Traffic Offense-Fleeing
On July 19, at 8:36 a.m., police officers responded to a

report of a domestic violence incident in the 13200 block
of Havana Rd. The complainant stated that a male with a
gun had just "jumped on her" and was fleeing towards
Turney Rd. on a black motor bike. The police located a
potential suspect between Turney and Woodward Blvd.,
but as police tried to pull him over he accelerated and led
police on a pursuit that lasted over four miles. The suspect
failed to stop at multiple stop signs, traffic signals,
swerved into the opposite lanes of traffic, rode on the
sidewalks and disregarded the safety of pedestrians. He
ended up crushing his gas-powered bicycle at the corner of
Darlington Ave. and E. 133 St., and kept fleeing on foot.
While he was fleeing police observed him reaching into his
waist band with his right hand and it looked like he was
securing or pulling something out, common gesture of a
person trying to remove a firearm. The police and K-9 Creed
began a foot pursuit. The suspect was captured in the
driveway of a house on Willard Ave. No weapon was found
on his person at the time of arrest. He was charged with
fleeing and eluding, domestic violence, obstructing official
business and issued various traffic citations.

(Continued from Page 2)

Community Police Reports
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Bedford Hts. Council debates new RV restrictions
By Tristan Douglas

Tensions ran high at the July 15th Bedford Heights
Council meeting as council members passed several
measures to regulate land use, including an ordinance
creating new restrictions on recreational vehicle parking
and a proposed ban on short-term rentals.

An ordinance was proposed to implement new restric-
tions on the parking and storage of recreational vehicles
in the city.

The ordinance stated that RVs may not be stored on any
street, public or private property unless it is registered or
leased to the owner of the property. Any vehicle parked
outside of a garage must be on a paved surface at the side
or rear of the property, no closer than five feet from the
side property line and no closer than ten feet from the rear
property line. The vehicle may not be used for living,
business or housekeeping while being stored.

Sponsor of the legislation, Councilwoman Kathie Kelso-
Perez, said the ordinance was created in response to
improperly stored RVs that have become a concern in the
community. She explained that RVs stored incorrectly in
front and back yards can impact the appearance of the
community and the quality of life of neighboring resi-
dents. She added that the city has also been made aware
of individuals living inside RVs parked in residential
areas, which violates single-family zoning regulations.
She believes the restrictions proposed in the new ordi-
nance will address these violations moving forward.

Her sentiment was not shared by everyone in atten-
dance. Multiple residents who own RVs expressed con-
cern that the ordinance will make storage of their vehicles
more difficult and asked that the council consider alter-
natives that would more directly target problematic RVs.

Council President Alton Tinker also expressed doubt
about the proposed legislation and questioned whether
the problem is as significant as Kelso-Perez suggests.
Tinker said he personally counted just 12 RVs in the city
and is unsure of the ordinance’s purpose or urgency.
Tinker hopes changes can be made before final approval.

Council approved the ordinance as a first reading rather
than an emergency measure. Two additional readings will
be required before the legislation takes effect.

Legislation passed
•Resolution to authorize the acceptance of a bid from KAM

Construction for the reconstruction of the Bedford Heights
welcome wall. The estimated cost of the project is $69,500.

•Two resolutions which accepted bids for the resurfac-
ing projects of Tupelo Dr. and Fargo Ave., respectively.
Both projects were awarded to Vandra Brothers Construc-
tion for a total cost of $638,982.

•Council also considered a resolution which proposes a
ban on the operation of short-term real estate rentals in
Bedford Heights, including Airbnbs. This measure was
also presented by Kelso-Perez, who believes short-term
rentals are often the source of nuisances and prevent

homes from being rented long-term or sold, potentially
creating housing challenges.

Originally proposed as an emergency resolution, the
council elected to consider it as a first reading. It passed
6-1, with Kelso-Perez casting a  “no” vote in protest of the
change from the emergency status.

•An ordinance to amend the Codified Ordinances to
add new guidelines for the use of temporary storage
containers such as pods was passed as a first reading.
According to the proposed guidelines, residents will only
be permitted two temporary storage pods per year, with
only one granted at a time for a period of 30 days.
Residents may apply for an extension of 15 days if
necessary. They may not be used for habitation or for
business materials.

•Lastly, council considered a resolution to ban the
granting of certificates of occupancy or permits for smoke
and vape shops in the city. Councilman Paul Bounds said
the ban is a proactive measure to avoid potential commu-
nity decline. The measure passed 6-1, with Councilman
Michael Willis casting the only “no” vote.

Ham Dinner at Post 309
American Legion Post 309, 15521 Broadway Ave.,

Maple Heights, will hold a Christmas in July Ham Dinner
on Wednesday, July 23, serving from 3 to 6 p.m. The
dinner is open to the public; $13 donation; eat-in or
carryout.

Call to reserve your dinner at 216-662-7768.
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