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Cleveland History Days to showcase
city's rich legacy through June 29th

Cleveland History Days, an annual celebration of the city’s rich heritage, will be held
Thursday, June 19, through Sunday, June 29, at various locations across Cleveland.

Through 11 days of events, presented by Canalway, explorers are invited to immerse
themselves in the captivating stories that shaped the city. The event showcases
Cleveland's cultural institutions, historical societies, museums and preservation orga-
nizations, which are all working to Cleveland's history alive.

Nearly 50 community partners will come together to offer a diverse array of activities:
guided walking tours, lectures, panel discussions, open houses, and special events that
delve into Cleveland’s industrial heritage, diverse populations, and significant contri-
butions to popular culture.

Canalway is a non-profit that serves as a catalyst for programs and projects within the
Ohio & Erie Canalway National Heritage Area, connecting people to place for the
prosperity of all.

Local Cleveland History Days programs
The following local events are free but require tickets. Call 813-362-4983.
"Taverns: A Pub Crawl Through History" with author Tom Kaschalk.
Friday, June 20, from 5 to 8 p.m., Polish American Cultural Center, 6501 Lansing

Ave., Cleveland 44105
"Taverns: A Pub Crawl Through History" with author Tom Kaschalk
also presented Saturday, June 21, from 4 to 6:30 p.m., Sokol Bohemian National Hall,

4939 Broadway Ave., Cleveland 44217
All invited for a fun evening exploring the rich history of Cleveland’s neighborhood

taverns. Hear fascinating stories, meet unforgettable characters, and take a pictorial
stroll through the city’s most iconic bars. Perfect for history buffs, beer lovers and
anyone who loves Cleveland’s unique culture.

At the Bohemian National Hall event, the bar will be open serving Czech refresh-
ments. Explore the on-site museum, which showcases the rich cultural heritage of
Cleveland’s Czech communities through artifacts and exhibits that celebrate over a
century of local history.

Canal Day at Cuyahoga Valley National Park
Canal Exploration Center
7104 Canal Road, Valley View, 44125

Sunday, June 29, from 11:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Call 440-717-3890 for more
information.

Experience the sights and sounds of the Canal Era. Meet canal workers, crafts people,
and even an "engine" to learn what life was like in the Canal Era. Make a kid's toy, play
19th century games, push a gate on a lock. This family-friendly event is free to all.

Cleveland History Days was created in 2018 by then-executive director Tim Donovan
and founder Tom Yablonsky with an initial schedule of 32 program. This year’s
programs features nearly 80 opportunities to explore aspects of Cleveland's history.

Marker dedication at Elizabeth Baptist
The Equal Justice Initiative's (EJI) Community Remembrance Project will hold a

Marker Dedication on Sunday, June 22, at 12:30 p.m., at Elizabeth Baptist Church,
6114 Francis Ave., Cleveland 44127, to commemorate the legacy of John Jordan, who
was lynched in Cleveland in 1911.

The marker dedication and celebration will take place following the noon service at
Elizabeth Baptist Church. Food trucks will be on site. This project is made possible
through the Black Environmental Leaders collaboration with EJI's Community Remem-
brance Project.

Juneteenth events in Slavic Village
Shelter the People Cleveland and Loretta's Helping Hands will team up to produce

two related events to celebrate Juneteenth 2025 along Broadway Avenue this
Thursday, June 19.

3-5 p.m. Freedom Walk at Cleveland Central Catholic High School's Stefanski
Stadium, 6550 Baxter Ave., Cleveland 44105. Free hot dogs, chips and drinks,
giveaways and a Freedom Walk highlighting the meaning of Juneteenth. There will
also be music and games, arts and crafts.

5-8 p.m. Barbecue, art, live music, kids activities including a bounce house at 4943
Wendell Ave.

Juneteenth is the traditional commemoration of the end of American slavery. It was
declared a National Holiday in 2021. For more details on Slavic Village events,
contact Shalonda at 216-623-7959.

Neighborhood Pets seeks donations
for its Stuff the Pod! pet food drive

Neighborhood Pets and Resource Center, 3711 & 3717 E. 65 St., in Cleveland’s Slavic
Village, is holding a Stuff the Pod event June 19-21, to accept donations for its Pet Food
Bank which goes to clients of pet owners to help supplement their food supply. The
following was posted on its Facebook page:

Help us Stuff the Pod!
We store bags of dry pet food for our Pet Food Bank behind our Resource Center in

a storage pod, and we need your help to stuff it full of food!
Bring in 50 pounds of dry dog or cat food or more, receive a FREE Neighborhood

Pets t-shirt!
Drop off directions: Drop off donations are accepted 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. on June 19-21,

2025. Bring donations to parking lot off Sebert Ave. directly behind the Neighborhood
Pets building. Any dry dog or cat food will do! If you can't drop off donations in person,
shop our wishlists online and food will be delivered directly to us. Shop on Chewy:
https://bit.ly/47OKP2y. Shop on Amazon: https://amzn.to/41FsaEf.

Donate 50 lbs. of pet food or more - get a discount code for a free Neighborhood Pets
t-shirt (sizes/styles subject to availability). If you order online via our wishlists, send a
copy of your receipt to us via email at info@neighborhoodpetscle.org.

Since 2016, we've distributed over 167,000 pounds of pet food from our Pet Food
Bank. Our clients rely on this service to help supplement their pet food supply, and
every donation makes a difference!!

Slavic Villagers prepare policy platform
Faced with new wards and new city council candidates, and determined to preserve

the unity of their splintered neighborhood, residents of Slavic Village have started
preparing a platform of policy positions that express their wishes on a range of
community issues.

The platform will offer ideas for how city hall can help improve the neighborhood's
housing, public safety, economic development, youth and elderly initiatives and
general neighborhood vitality.

Platform planks are currently being formulated at public meetings, in one-on-one
conversations and through social media. When gathered together, they'll offer
guidance to candidates about the neighborhood's priorities as they campaign and when
they are elected.

Organizers hope to finalize the platform in time for the Slavic Village Council
Candidate Forum in midsummer. Any Slavic Villager wishing to contribute ideas is
asked to send them to: civitascle@gmail.com
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Eric Coble play premieres in Slavic
Village called ‘First Snow of Summer’

"The First Snow of Summer," a new play written by award-winning playwright Eric
Coble and produced by Seat of the Pants Productions, held its world premiere before
a sold-out audience at Slavic Village's Darl Center for the Arts last Friday.

It is the tragic-comic story of a Colorado mountain family forced to face its destiny as
a natural disaster looms. The play stars Courtney Brown, Samantha Cocco, Jacki Dietz,
Fabio Polanco, Juliette Regnier and Neda Spears.

The Darl Center is located at the historic Carnegie Free Library, 5437 Broadway Ave.,
in the Broadway-East 55th landmark district.

The production continues on weekends through June. Go to eventbrite.com/
firstsnowofsummer for tickets.

Shown here is a scene from "The First Snow of Summer," playing weekends
through June at the Darl Center for the Arts in Slavic Village.

Bedford (Bedford Heights/Oakwood
Village) Branch Library

Here are some of the FREE programs coming up at the
Bedford Branch of the Cuyahoga County Public Library,
located at 70 Columbus Rd., Bedford, Ohio 44146. For
more information, or to register for any program, please
call 440-439-4997.

Summer Lunch -Kids
ages 18 & younger, 12-1
p.m. Monday through Fri-
day during the summer we
collaborate with the Greater
Cleveland Food Bank to
provide children with free
healthy lunches at select
branches. The Summer

Lunch program is open to
all kids ages 18 and younger.
The USDA is an equal op-
portunity provider and em-
ployer.

Family Storytime - All
ages with caregiver. Mon-
days, July 7, 14, 21, 28, 6

p.m. Join us for stories,
songs and fingerplays.

Ellenwood Book Discus-
sion - Adults. Wednesday,
July 9, 2 p.m. This book
discussion is held on the
second Wednesday of each
month at 2 p.m. at Ellenwood
Center. Copies of the books
are available at both
Ellenwood and the Bedford
Library a month before the
discussion date. July 9: "The
Dilemma" by B.A. Paris.

Teen Wellness. Wednes-
day (DIY Spa), Wednes-
day, July 9, 6 p.m. Make
your own shower steamers,
pillow spray, and other
aromatherapy crafts while
learning about sleep hy-
giene. MUST REGISTER.

Computer Basics - Adults.
Friday, July 11, 9:30 a.m.
Learn the basics about com-
puting devices, using a
mouse and keyboard, and
navigating the desktop en-
vironment. Computer set-
tings and mobile devices will
also be discussed. No pre-
requisites. MUST REGIS-
TER.

Mobile Pantry - Free,
fresh produce distribution.
Wednesday, July 16, 1:30-
3:30 p.m. Cuyahoga County
Public Library is collaborat

(Continued on Page 6)
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Ohio to receive up to $198 million of $7.4 billion
from Purdue settlement for its part in opioid epidemic
Attorney General Dave Yost announced Monday that

the attorneys general of 49 states, the District of Columbia
and five U.S. territories have signed on to a $7.4 billion
settlement with Purdue Pharma and its owners, the
Sackler family.

Now that the state sign-on period has concluded, local
governments nationwide will be asked to join the settle-
ment, which is subject to the approval of a federal
bankruptcy judge.

“This is another major step toward accountability and
recovery,” Yost said. “The money won’t undo the damage,
but it will help communities in Ohio and elsewhere
continue to address and overcome the unspeakable harm.”

Under the Sacklers’ ownership, Purdue Pharma manu-
factured and aggressively marketed opioid products for
decades, contributing to the largest drug crisis in Ameri-
can history. The settlement ends the Sackler family's
control of Purdue and bars them from selling opioids in
the United States.

Communities nationwide will receive settlement funds
over the next 15 years to support addiction treatment and
prevention as well as recovery services. In Ohio, the state
and local governments will receive up to $198 million
from the agreement.

As with previous opioid settlements, the resolution of
claims by state and local governments is contingent on
bankruptcy court approval. A hearing on the matter is
scheduled in the coming days. Subject to that final
approval in bankruptcy court, the funds will be distrib-
uted according to the established OneOhio plan: 55% to
the OneOhio Recovery Foundation, 30% to local govern-
ments and 15% to the state.

This settlement marks the latest in a string of settlements
that Yost and his staff have brokered to help fund opioid
recovery in Ohio. Their previous work includes:

•$808 million settlement with opioid distributors Car-
dinal Health, McKesson and AmerisourceBergen.

•$185 million settlement with Johnson & Johnson and
Janssen Pharmaceuticals Inc.

•$24.7 million settlement with McKinsey & Co.

•$114 million settlement with Walmart.
•$679 million settlement with drug makers Teva and

Allergan and pharmacies CVS and Walgreens.
Joining AG Yost in securing this settlement were the

attorneys general of D.C. and every state except Okla-
homa as well as the attorneys general of American Samoa,
the District of Columbia, Guam, the Northern Mariana
Islands, Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands.

Multiple gunshots in M.H.
On Monday, June 16, around 4:15 a.m., the Maple

Heights Police Department received a call of a broken
window at a car lot in the 14800 block of Broadway Ave.
Officers responded and found the front window to the
building had been broken. The owner of the business was
contacted. While officers were waiting for the owner to
arrive, a black Dodge Durango was observed driving
southbound on Broadway Ave., at a slow rate of speed.
The occupants of the Dodge Durango then began firing
multiple rounds from the vehicle as it continued south-
bound on Broadway Ave.

The officer that was in the parking lot notified other
Maple Heights officers as the Durango sped away. MHPD
officers were unable to locate the vehicle. At this time
there is no indication that the shots that were fired struck
anything and there were no reported injuries. Maple
Heights detectives responded to process the scene. The
suspect vehicle was identified and was reported stolen by
another police agency earlier in the evening. This case

remains under investigation.

Anyone with information related to this case is urged to
contact the Maple Heights Detective Bureau: 216-587-
9624 or Detectives@mhpd-ohio.com. Information can
also be supplied to Crime Stoppers anonymously by
texting: Text TIP657 plus your message to: CRIMES
(274637).

Get motivated program at
Garfield Heights Library!

Sick of lacking self-love? Need a confidence boost?
Come check out the Motivational Madness event on
Monday, June 30, from 1:30 to 3:30 p.m., at the Garfield
Heights Branch Library's Room B, 5409 Turney Rd.

No reservations necessary. All invited.
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REAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATE
WANTEDWANTEDWANTEDWANTEDWANTED

REAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATE
WANTEDWANTEDWANTEDWANTEDWANTED

WANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUY

HELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

PERSONALSPERSONALSPERSONALSPERSONALSPERSONALSPERSONALSPERSONALSPERSONALSPERSONALSPERSONALS

HELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

SALE PETSSALE PETSSALE PETSSALE PETSSALE PETS

Shihtzu puppies -  Vet checked.
Shots. Wormed. 8 weeks. 4 males,
1 female. $400 each. Parents on
premises. (216) 310-7754.

WANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUY

ESTATE SALEESTATE SALEESTATE SALEESTATE SALEESTATE SALEESTATE SALEESTATE SALEESTATE SALEESTATE SALEESTATE SALE

Warehouse  Worker /De l i ve ry
Driver. No weekends, flexible
hours, clean driving record. Abil-
ity to lift 40 pounds. This is an
enjoyable environment for some-
one looking for flexible, part-time
hours. (440) 934-6879.

GARAGE SALEGARAGE SALEGARAGE SALEGARAGE SALEGARAGE SALE

5651 Andover Blvd., Garfield Hts.
June  20 -22 ,  F r i day ,  Sa tu rday ,
Sunday ,  9am-5pm.  Baske tba l l
hoop, cur io cabinet,  mini- fr idge,
70” Sony TV, tools, toaster oven,
17’ ladder, lots of miscellaneous!!

YARD SALEYARD SALEYARD SALEYARD SALEYARD SALE

Mult i- family yard sale. June 20-
21 ,  9am-3pm.  12320  Grann i s ,
Garfield Heights.

GARAGE SALEGARAGE SALEGARAGE SALEGARAGE SALEGARAGE SALE GARAGE SALEGARAGE SALEGARAGE SALEGARAGE SALEGARAGE SALE

MOVING SALEMOVING SALEMOVING SALEMOVING SALEMOVING SALE MOVING SALEMOVING SALEMOVING SALEMOVING SALEMOVING SALE

HELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTED
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ing with the Greater Cleveland Food Bank to distribute
free, fresh produce to those in need. This event will be
held rain or shine. First come, first-served basis, adults of
any age, zip code, income level. Each vehicle can have up
to 4 “families” (such as if single seniors are riding
together). Vehicles are preferred over walk-ups, for safety
reasons.

City of Garfield Heights’
major projects continue to
be recognized by county

The city of Garfield Heights is pleased to share that
highlights from the Turney Road Transit-Oriented De-
velopment (TOD) Corridor Study were presented at the
Cuyahoga County Planning Commission’s Inaugural TOD
Summit on June 11th.

The Economic Development Team and Mayor Matt
Burke attended the invitation-only event that took place
in the Halle Building Conference Center at Playhouse
Square. This new event provided a platform for commu-
nities and regional entities to share information with
developers, foundations, community leaders, CDCs, and
regional partners about programs and opportunities for
future development.

 “Being asked to participate in this first-of-its-kind
summit is an honor and further reinforces our Economic
Development Team’s commitment to regional collabora-
tion to move the city forward,” said Mayor Burke.

The Team showcased several TOD study properties at
the event, including just north of the retail district
intersection at Turney Road and Garfield Boulevard with
more than two acres available for redevelopment. In combi-
nation with the updated zoning code, this area could feature
a variety of current and future land uses, including neighbor-
hood retail, residential, and mixed-use.

“Having participated in the County Planning
Commission’s introductory TOD meetings and informa-
tion sessions from their inception back in November
2022 through last Wednesday’s 2025 summit, I see the
significance of the Turney Road Project (the county’s first
pilot TOD Corridor Study) as a literal example of ‘A
Gateway to Opportunity’ to attract new businesses and
investment in the city,” said Janice Tubbs, assistant
director of Economic Development.

John Lippus, Economic Development specialist, ex-
pressed his enthusiasm for the event: “The TOD Summit
is a fantastic opportunity for Garfield Heights to showcase
our vision for sustainable and community-focused devel-
opment. We are excited to share our plans and collaborate
with regional partners to bring these projects to life.”

The TOD Study report is being finalized. Once com-
pleted, the date and time of the Public Open House to
share the findings/ results will be announced.  For more
information about Garfield Heights’ Turney Road Tran-
sit-Oriented Development Study Project, contact Assis-
tant Director of Economic Development Janice Tubbs at
216-475-1100, ext. 2437 or visit https://
www.garfieldhts.org/327/Turney-Road-Transit-Oriented-
Development

(Continued from Page 2)

Independence Branch Library
Here are some of the FREE programs being offered at

the Independence Branch of the Cuyahoga County Pub-
lic Library, located at 6361 Selig Dr., Independence. For
more information or to register for any program, please
call 216-447-0160.

ADULTS
Oleg Kruglyakov - Balalaika Virtuoso from Siberia.

Registration required. Join us for a fun musical perfor-
mance by Oleg Kruglyakov on his balalaika. Wednesday,
July 2, 7 p.m.

Stamped Book Stacks Craft. Registration required.
Come craft with us and create a personalized decoration
you’ll love. Saturday, July 12, 2 p.m.

Wednesday Night Book Discussion. No registration
required. Please join us for a casual and lively book
discussion of "The Secret Garden" by Frances Hodgson
Burnett. The books will be available approximately one
month before the discussion date. Wednesday, July 16,
7:15 p.m.

Thursday Afternoon Book Discussion. No registra-
tion required. Please join us for a casual and lively book
discussion of "The Secret Garden" by Frances Hodgson
Burnett. The books will be available approximately one
month before the discussion date. Thursday, July 17,
2:15 p.m.

Scam Squad Presents SCAMO. Registration required.
Learn how to protect yourself from common scams through
this fun bingo-style game. Tuesday, July 29, 7 p.m.

TEENS
VolunTeens. Registration required. Volunteer at the

library, earn service hours. We will work on a project
benefitting the library or for a need in the community.
Tuesday, July 22, 7 p.m.

Teen Screen Printing 2-day Workshop: Day 1. Regis-
tration required. Learn the creative process of screen
printing. 2-day workshop. Bring your own plain T-shirts
or use a tote bag that we provide. July 30th creating the
stencil and July 31st printing day. Wednesday, July 30,
2 p.m.
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(All information is preliminary and subject to change
pending investigation.)

Garfield Heights
Theft-Bicycle

On June 6, at 5:30 p.m., an officer took a theft report at
the GHPD lobby where the complainant said her orange
mongoose bike was taken from the library, 5409 Turney
Rd., the day before. She explained that on June 5, she got
to the library around 5:30 p.m., and parked her bike in
front of the main entrance. The bicycle was not locked/
secured. About an hour later she said it had been stolen.
She does not wish to pursue charges; she just wants her
bike back. The officer said he would follow up with the
library and see if he could obtain any suspect information
to help recover her bike. The officer talked to the library
manager, who said the library did have footage of the
crime which an officer could look at but it could not be
turned over to GHPD without a warrant. An officer will
follow up with the library.

Shots Fired
On June 9, at 10:28 p.m., GHPD units arrived in the

area of E. 136 St. and Cranwood Dr., for a report of several
shots fired from a vehicle and then taking off towards
South Parkway Dr. Police spoke with the complainant
living at a home in the 13600 block of Cranwood Dr., to
gather information while other units tried to locate the
suspect vehicle. None of the occupants of the home were
injured. Witnesses said the suspect vehicle had been
parked at St. Timothy's Apartments initially. At the same
time there was a tall black man walking near the intersec-
tion of E. 136 St. and Cranwood Dr., and the suspect
vehicle drove towards him and someone inside fired
several rounds at him. He jumped in some nearby bushes
and was seen limping away heading north on E. 136 St.
While an officer was still on scene, a witness pointed out
that the suspect vehicle had just made a westbound turn
onto Cranwood Dr. A single black male was driving. The
officer ordered the driver to stop, but he fled the area with
the officer in pursuit. The suspect pulled into a driveway
of a home in the 4200 block of E. 137 St. The suspect was
argumentative with the officer and he and other family
members on the porch of the house created a disturbance.
The officer was holding his firearm at a modified low
ready trying to gain some sort of compliance from the
involved parties. Other units arrived and it was deter-
mined by the suspect's statement that there was a firearm
in the vehicle. The suspect was placed in handcuffs.
Family members were advocating for the suspect's inno-
cence in the matter, offering to show officers text commu-
nication between the suspect and his family. The officer
called in to his superior about the update of the situation
and he was ordered to advise the suspect of the traffic

infractions and release him. Police were not able to locate
any victims of the gunfire.

Identity Theft
On June 9, an officer took a report over the phone from

a woman who said that on June 5, between 2:45 p.m. and
3:30 p.m., someone used her Ohio SNAP card informa-
tion to make two transactions at a Sam's Club in Bentonville,
Arkansas in the amount of $611.25. The officer advised
the woman to contact the State of Ohio and advise them
of the incident.

Public Intoxication
On June 10, at about 5:35 p.m., an officer responded to

the area of The Wash House Laundromat in TurneyTown
Plaza regarding a male lying in the bushes and soliciting
passersby for work. The officer located the male in the
bushes and observed he showed signs of intoxication.
There was a major language barrier between the man and

Animal Complaint
On June 10, at 8:11 p.m., an office arrived at a home in

the 4600 block of E. 85 St., for a report of a brown pitbull
lying in a pile of garbage. The dog was emaciated and
possibly not breathing. Officers found the dog lying on
a tarp in the backyard of the residence in an unlivable
conditions. The dog had no visible water or food in the
area and was covered by flies. Eventually the dog opened
its eyes but seemed to have little strength to lift its head.
The dog had a visible rib cage, spine and hip bones
consistent with the dog being malnourished for a signifi-
cant amount of time. The animal warden was called so the
dog could get proper medical attention. The homeowner
arrived home while officers were waiting for the animal
warden. The homeowner said he had left for work at about
2 p.m., and had fed the dog before he left and also put
food outside for him. He said the pitbull was his brother's
but police could not locate him from the information they
were given. The animal warden took the dog to the VCA
Animal Clinic in Warrensville Heights where the dog
could be treated. Upon checking priors for the home-
owner, it was discovered he had a conviction for aggra-
vated robbery which would prohibit him from possessing
a firearm. While on scene, he was found to have posses-
sion of a firearm, so additional charges of having weapons
under disability were added to the report which was
forwarded to the Detective Bureau for review.

the officer, but by utilizing his Apple translate app, the
officer was able to communicate with him. When the
officer spoke with this same man earlier in the day, he
appeared to be nervous talking with the police. He
declined a ride to a homeless shelter and immediately
wanted to leave. When asked now if he was nervous
previously because he was in the country illegally, he
repled "Yes." He also admitted to drinking. He was
subsequently placed under arrest for intoxication, put in
handcuffs and transported to GHPD jail without issue.

 While enroute to the jail, the officer contacted Border
Patrol where an agent confirmed they did not have a
record of him at any border crossings. The agent con-
tacted GHPD via fax to place a detainer on the man so he
could be transferred into their custody.
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Buyers beware when purchasing used
vehicle, says Legal Aid Society of CLE

By Tonya Sams
Buying a car is a big purchase and consumers should be extremely mindful when it

comes to buying a used car. The Legal Aid Society of Cleveland has some advice on what
consumers should think about before heading to the nearest used car dealership.

The first thing that should be considered is the consumer’s budget.
“You can do some research ahead of time for the cars that are available,” said Bilal

Mozaffar, a staff attorney in the Economic Justice Practice Group at Legal Aid. “You can
also ask beforehand what the out the door price is before heading to the dealership.”

It’s also important to learn about the dealership’s reputation by searching the Ohio
Attorney General’s Consumer Complaint database and the Better Business Bureau to
learn if any consumer complaints are pending against them. Google and social media
platforms are also helpful tools for customer complaints or reviews.

Rather than getting financing at the dealership, consumers should consider getting
a more affordable loan from their bank or credit union.

Used car buyers should always test drive the car and take it to a mechanic to have it
checked out before purchasing it.

“If you get any pushback from the dealership, just be assertive and let them know that
not allowing a mechanic to look at the car is nonnegotiable,” said Bilal.

Consumers should also bring someone with them to the dealership to watch the
transaction and be sure to review the buyer’s guide, which should be visible on the car.

Used car buyers should be aware that they are not guaranteed the same legal
protections as those purchasing new cars.

“The Lemon Law doesn’t apply to most used cars, so you need to know the history of
the vehicle and what’s covered,” said Kristen Nawrocki, a paralegal in the Economic
Justice Practice Group at Legal Aid. “If you’re purchasing the vehicle 'as is,' there’s no
warranty. The moment you sign the contract, drive off the lot and something breaks,
you are fully responsible for all repairs or issues that arise. The seller or dealer is not
obligated to fix anything or offer a refund.”

Dealerships do offer add-ons such as warranties, service contracts and Guaranteed
Asset Protection, also known as GAP coverage, but these are not always beneficial to the
buyer.

“The main thing to know is that you don’t have to be pressured by the dealership to
purchase these add-ons,” said Bilal. “Oftentimes you could get them from your regular
automobile insurance company and they are a lot cheaper.”

If you need assistance with a consumer issue, call Legal Aid at 888-817-3777, or
complete an online intake at lasclev.org/apply. You can also attend a Legal Aid Brief
Advice Clinic. For a full list of dates and times visit: lasclev.org and click the "Events"
tab.  (Tonya Sams is a Development and Communications manager at The Legal Aid
Society of Cleveland.)

Ward 7 Block Watch meeting, cookout
The Garfield Heights Ward 7 Block Watch meeting and cookout, sponsored by

Councilwoman Jenn Newrones, will take place on Thursday, June 26, at 7 p.m., at St.
Monica Church's pavilion off Rockside Rd. All are welcome. Contact Gail at 216-662-
9213 if you are planning to attend.

Health Fair at Stafford Park in M.H.
A SCIIT Health Fair for children and adults, sponsored by the Alliance for Family

Hope in conjuction with National Black Family Cancer Awareness Week, will be held
on Saturday, June 21, from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m., at Stafford Park, 5398 Mayville Ave.,
Maple Heights.

Cancer informational resources will be available, as well as games and prizes, Family
Medical History forms, line dancing, Zumba, on-site blood pressure screenings, free
summer reading books, medical resources for the uninsured and underinsured, healthy
snacks and much more. Prayers offered upon request.
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