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Bedford Council OKs decision
to build new juvenile correction
facility on Rockside Rd. property

By Judith Goldsworth
At its meeting Monday night, Bedford Council approved a motion accepting the

decision by the city's Planning Commission to allow the Ohio Department of Youth
Services (DYS) to relocate a state juvenile correction facility to the 38-acre site of the
former US Bank building at 17500 Rockside Rd.

The approval comes more than two years after the DYS made its first request to relocate
the facility from Highland Hills to Bedford, and council made the decision at that time
to deny it.

Mayor Stan Koci said at a meeting last month that the reason council voted down the
initial application in June 2022 was because "at the last minute" the state notified the
city that they wanted an "unlimited" capacity at the facility, instead of the previously
stated 120-person cap on the number of felony level male juvenile offenders housed
there.

This time around several conditions of the city were met. As stated in the motion, the
conditions include: "No new construction will exceed one story, that the state will work
with the city to establish a buffer where the city feels necessary, that the number of
juveniles is restricted to 72, and that the state provide quarterly updates to the city
regarding what those numbers are."

Also, approval means that use of the facility "will not be a public nuisance, nor one
that would affect the public peace, health, safety, morals or welfare" of city residents,
Law Director John Montello stated.

Mallis previously stated that operations will include "administrative offices, support
services, educational and vocational training, life skills and college courses. There will
also be recreational, behavioral health, healthcare and reentry services, as well." The
facility will be a 24-hour, 7-day-a-week operation.

The new facility will be located in the industrial area off Rockside Rd. by Broadway
Ave., near the border with Maple Heights. Mallis said it represents a $90 million
construction project, and the facility would employ approximately 294 employees, with
payroll taxes going to the city. The current owner of the property is listed as Premier
Rockside LLC, 17500 Rockside Rd.

DYS officials had expressed interest in Bedford after coming to the conclusion that
the Cuyahoga Hills Juvenile Correctional Facility, formerly known as Indian Hills dating
to the 1960s, was "landlocked" and it was not feasible to demolish and rebuild a new complex
on that property. Additionally, Bedford is a short distance away from Highland Hills, about
eight miles, and the relocation to the Rockside property would minimize the impact on
employees and inmates by keeping them in the same general area.

Also, Mallis has stated that Ohio Gov. Mike DeWine had put together a task force in
the past few years to look at juvenile correctional facilities throughout the state. The task
force had issued a report earlier this year recommending more facilities with less
inmates in order to have a higher staff ratio, and relocating to Bedford with a smaller
facility fulfilled that proposal.

POLISH FESTIVAL PACKS ‘EM IN!!

The annual St. Stanislaus Polish Festival was a big draw as usual for the hundreds
of fans who showed up from far and wide for the three-day event, which featured
all the Polish ethnic favorites like, pierogi, kielbasa and cabbage rolls, dancing to
the music of live Polish bands, tours of the historic church and so much more.     Photo
by Elena Psenicka

Homicide on Turney Rd. in Garfield Hts.
On Friday, Oct. 4, at approximately 2:45 a.m., the Garfield Heights police and fire

departments responded to the area of Turney and McCracken rds., for multiple reports
of shots fired, according to the GHPD Incident News Media Report.

When officers arrived they found a male lying outside Dunkin' Donuts, 5126 Turney
Rd., who was unresponsive and appeared to be the victim of a gunshot wound to the
head. Two females were detained by police, one of which is thought to have driven the
male murder suspect both to and from the scene of the shooting.

The victim was transported to Marymount Hospital where he was pronounced
deceased at 3:34 a.m. An investigation into the incident is ongoing. GHPD has not
released any further information.

2-year-old found in back seat of car after
juvenile leads police on high-speed chase

A two-year-old child was rescued unhurt last weekend from the back seat of a car after
her father allegedly led Garfield Heights and Maple Heights police on a high speed
chase that thankfully did not end tragically.

On Oct. 5, around 2:30 p.m., Garfield Heights dispatch notified GHPD officers that
Maple Heights police were in pursuit of a 2024 gray Nissan 4-door, which Garfield
Heights officers observed traveling north on Monica Ln., approaching Thraves Rd. in
their city. Garfield police attempted to stop the suspect vehicle, but it fled and a pursuit
was initiated by both GHPD and MHPD police. On Granger Rd. at Turney Rd., with
speeds reaching 90 mph, stop sticks were successfully deployed causing the vehicle to
eventually stop in the construction area on Granger Road hill. The driver fled on foot
but was apprehended.

Upon checking the vehicle, a two-year old child was found in the back seat, which
turned out to be the daughter of the driver of the car involved in the pursuit. The child
was uninjured and was taken by squad to the hospital as a precautionary measure.

According to the report, "The actions of the suspect fleeing from officers including
the 90 mph speeds, the running of red lights of populated intersections, traveling on
the left side of the roadway, overtaking other vehicles with a double yellow marking near
the area of E. 119 St. and Granger Rd., willingly operating the vehicle in a heavily marked
construction zone, purposely fleeing from officers in a pursuit that lasted over three
minutes, all while knowingly having his two-year-old child in the vehicle without proper
safety equipment," indicates a substantial risk to the child, the public and officers.

Police learned that the Nissan had been involved in a separate pursuit with Warrensville
Heights PD the day before in which the vehicle had struck several pedestrians.

The 17-year old male driver was taken to the Cuyahoga County Juvenile Detention
Center and will have pending charges for felony fleeing and eluding, child endanger-
ment, and numerous traffic charges from several cities.

Trick-or-Treat on Fleet scheduled Oct. 26th
The Community Yahoos have announced that Trick-or-Treat on Fleet will return to

Slavic Village for its seventh season on Saturday afternoon, Oct. 26. Thousands of kids
and parents will converge on the street for what has become one of the biggest
Halloween events in Cleveland. Vendors are invited to distribute candy and promote
their organizations. Call 216-469-4806 for details.
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Cleveland Public Library: Fleet
Here are some of the FREE programs for the month of

October for Youth, Adults and Families at the Fleet
Branch of the Cleveland Public Library, 7224 Broadway
Ave. For more information or to register for any pro-

grams, please call 216-623-6962.
Kids Café: Cleveland Foodbank offers after school

lunch program for youth ages 1-18. Monday-Friday,
3:30-4:30 p.m.

Beginners Yoga for Adults/Seniors: Tuesday, Oct. 15,
22, 29, 12-2 p.m.

Children’s Book Club - School-aged: every Wednes-
day, 2:30-3 p.m.

The Drawing Hour - School-aged: Tuesday, Oct. 15, 4-
5 p.m.

Novel Teasers: Book Talk - Adults. Wednesday, Oct.
16, 12-2 p.m. Looking for a good book? Come jump start
your dive into a good read. This month’s book talk will be
on a Temperance Brennan short story, "Bones in Her
Pocket" by Kathy Reichs. Limited copies of this title will
be available for check out.

Creative Writing - School-aged: Wednesday, Oct. 16,
4:30-5:30 p.m.

Coloring for Tranquility-Families: Saturday, Oct. 19,
12-1 p.m. Coloring is both soothing and creatively
stimulating. So come join us to decompress from the
stresses of the week as we listen to calming ambient music
while practicing the cognitive skill of mindfulness. Each
month will feature a different color from the seven major

Buddhism chakras palette of balance. (Order a chakras
poster from Amazon). Coloring sheets, colored pencils
and herbal tea will be provided.

Make a Friendship Bracelet - School-aged: Tuesday,
Oct. 22.

Collage Making - Adults: Thursday, Oct. 24, 12:30-
3:30 p.m. Come and tap into your creative side with the
colorful art of collage making.

Frightful Fun Costume Party - School-aged: Wednes-
day, Oct. 30, 2-5:30 p.m.

Inhouse Storytime - School-aged: Thursday, Oct. 31,
4-4:30 p.m.

CPA Anniversary Dance
The Cleveland Polka Association's Anniversary Dance

will be held on Sunday, Oct. 20, at the Holiday Inn
Rockside, 6001 Rockside Rd., Independence, in the
Impulse Lounge.

Doors open at noon; music by the Polka Generations
from Chicago, from 1 to 5 p.m. Donation is $18; children
18 years and younger are free. Food will not be available but
attendees are welcome to bring snacks. No table reservations.
For more information call Anna at 330-461-1772.

Bedford (Bedford Heights/Oakwood
Village) Branch Library

Here are some of the FREE programs coming up at
the Bedford Branch of the Cuyahoga County Public
Library, located at 70 Columbus Rd., Bedford, Ohio
44146. For more information, or to register for any
program, please call 440-439-4997.

Stuffed Animal Sleepover. Friday, Oct. 11. Drop your
stuffed friends off at the Bedford Branch so they can enjoy
a library slumber party. Pick them up the next day, Oct.
12, alongside some library swag and photos from the
sleepover.  
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Blackwell reports to council on good things happening in Maple Heights
By Judith Goldsworth

Mayor Annette Blackwell reported on advancements in Maple Heights, including the
city again receiving a prestigious state award, rising home values and increased
economic development, at the city council meeting last week.

She said that Finance Director Tinita Tillman and the city's Finance Department
received an award from Ohio State Auditor Keith Faber's office for the third straight
year, "for exceptional, outstanding finance and accounting practices."

She said a representative of Faber's office will attend a future meeting to formally
present the city with its third State of Ohio Auditor's Award, adding, "I think that's a
huge accomplishment."

Blackwell, who first announced the news at a State of the City/Schools presentation
earlier last week, also stated during her presentation that the other huge takeaway is that
the city, formerly almost $3 million in debt, now has $9.5 million in its accounts.

Home values are also rising, Blackwell said, with Maple Heights having the second
highest value in appreciation in Cuyahoga County at 59%. She said the median home
value eight years ago was around $60,000; it is now $135,000.

She reported that the most recently sold highest valued home was in the Valley Ranch
neighborhood off Turney Rd., in the $300,000-plus range.

She said that at a previous meeting council members had approved the sale of 15
vacant lots in the city for development to GLH LLC. "These are lots where homes had
been torn down, so there's already infrastructure there. That developer will build 15 new
homes next year at the beginning of spring."

Blackwell also said that the former Burger King building at Broadway and Libby rds.
had been torn down, and developers hope to have a $1 million Shell gas station up by
the first of the year.

She said that two businesses in Maple Heights had each received a 2023 Business of
the Year award: Worksmart Clothing Factory in Mapletown and Mr. Wonderful's
Chicken and Waffles on Lee Rd.

Blackwell said that the Maple Heights schools were also doing well, with a 3.5 star
rating from the state and more than a 95% graduation rate.

Seeking NOACA grant for Stafford Park project
Council passed a resolution authorizing Blackwell and the city administration to

apply for a grant from the Northeast Ohio Areawide Coordinating Agency (NOACA)
through the Transportation for Livable Communities Initiative (TLCI) Implementation
Program, for the Stafford Park Connectivity Project, Phase I.

In correspondence to council, Planning and Development Director Geoff Englebrecht
stated that the Southgate Connectivity Study recommends several changes, including
improvements of connections to Stafford Park, extension of a multipurpose trail ending
at Milkovich Middle School and extending the trail to form a full connection from
Warrensville Center Rd. to Stafford Park.

Englebrecht also said that the study called for the creation of an archway at
Warrensville Center Rd. and Stockton Ave., while also creating a high visibility
crosswalk across Warrensville Center for clear identification of pedestrians crossing.

Also passed at last week's meeting
•Ordinance giving raises to the city's Auxiliary Police Officers. Base wages were raised

from $10.45 an hour for all positions to $15 an hour; Corporals, $16; Sergeants, $17;
Lieutenants, $18; and Captains, $19.

(Continued on Page 5)
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Businesses of the Year honored in Maple Heights

At the conclusion of the 2024 Joint State Addresses for
the Maple Heights City Schools and the city of Maple
Heights, last Tuesday, Oct. 1, at Milkovich Middle
School, Mayor Annette Blackwell honored two local
businesses with the "2024 Business of the Year" awards:

 Work Smart Clothing Factory Outlet, in Mapletown
Plaza, 15840 Broadway Ave., and Mr. Wonderful's Chicken
and Waffles, 5354 Lee Rd.

Shown in the photo at left accepting the award for Work
Smart Clothing Factory Outlet is Bill Katsaros and his
family; and at right accepting for Mr. Wonderful's Chicken
and Waffles is Sam Sparks and his family. In both photos,
Mayor Blackwell is shown at left and District 5 Council-
woman Tanglyn Madden at right.   Photos courtesy of the
city of Maple Heights

Blackwell reports to council
(Continued from Page 4)

•Ordinance authorizing Blackwell to purchase a prop-
erty located at 5391 Lee Rd., adjacent to the police
department, at a cost not to exceed $135,000, plus closing
costs, contingent upon the city being awarded a $100,000
American Rescue Plan Act grant for the purchase. The
city plans to use the property to expand municipal
parking, and will also share the additional parking with
nearby Maple Heights High School, Blackwell said.

•Ordinance entering into a purchase agreement with
the Sutphen Corporation, through Sourcewell's Coopera-
tive Purchasing Program, to buy a Sutphen Heavy Duty
Custom Pumper on a Monarch Chassis for the fire
department at a cost of $869,861, to be built within 36-38
months.

•Resolution to accept a proposal by AW Farrell of
Garfield Heights for repair of the Fire Station No. 2 roof,
at a cost not to exceed $73,300, with the cost covered by
$80,000 in funding awarded to the city from the Cuyahoga
County Council District 8's ARPA Community Grant
Fund.

Human Services Director Linda Vopat announced there
will be a Maple Heights Vaccine Clinic offering COVID-
19, pneumonia, influenza, shingles and RSV shots for the
entire community, from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. on Tuesday, Oct.
29, at the Maple Heights Senior Center, 15901 Libby Rd.
Gift cards for Walgreens or Bob Evans will be offered to
participants. Call 216-587-5481 to register.
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REAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATE
WANTEDWANTEDWANTEDWANTEDWANTED

REAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATE
WANTEDWANTEDWANTEDWANTEDWANTED

WANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENT

House for rent:  E. 138/Harvard.
Two bedrooms, up. Carpeted. No
pets. No smoking. No Section 8.
$720 plus security. (216) 799-1633.

HELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

Warehouse  Worker /De l i ve ry
Driver. No weekends, flexible
hours, clean driving record. Abil-
ity to lift 40 pounds. This is an
enjoyable environment for some-
one looking for flexible, part-time
hours. (440) 934-6879.

HELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

WANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUY

WANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUY

RENT HOUSERENT HOUSERENT HOUSERENT HOUSERENT HOUSE

RENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENT

RENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENT

Garfield Heights. Upstairs apart-
ment with a bonus floor. Main liv-
ing area contains eat-in kitchen,
dining room, 2 bedrooms, bath-
room and full living room. Bonus
floor is spacious, 11x40 area with
wa l k - i n  c l ose t .  $1 ,200 /mon th .
(216) 288-3858.

(All information is preliminary and subject to change
pending investigation.)

Garfield Heights
Criminal Damage-Auto

On Sept. 26, at about 12:22 p.m., police responded to
Nation Asset Recovery Specialists, 4875 Osborn Rd., for
trespassing and criminal damaging. An employee said that
in the early morning hours of that day, from about 1:30 to
5:30 a.m., a male broke into the auto lot and was caught on
camera walking around and entering vehicles, both com-
pany cars and those that had been repossessed. A Nissan
Sentra had its driver's window smashed out. The footage
shows that about 5:06 a.m., the suspect pulled his vehicle
near the front of the lot and can be seen loading items into
it. The company advised they will contact the Detective
Bureau once they have copied all of the security footage.

Recovered Stolen Auto
On Sept. 30, at 2:40 a.m., police observed a vehicle

entered stolen out of Cleveland, sitting at the traffic light
at E. 86 St. and Garfield Blvd., facing west. Officers set up
spike strips at E. 85 St. and Garfield Blvd., and a traffic
stop of the vehicle was attempted, but the car took off,
hitting one of the spike strips. This caused one of its tires
to flatten and the driver to lose control while attempting
to turn onto Garfield Blvd. The vehicle struck a concrete
barrier and a utility pole, and the driver, a tall, black,
younger male, ran from the vehicle and into backyards on
E. 85 St. Despite a perimeter being formed and a drone
deployed, the suspect was not located.

Assist Other Departments
On Oct. 1, at about 10:54 a.m., a GHPD officer and

other units responded to the area of I-480 and Transpor-
tation Blvd., regarding a suspicious auto seen headed

west down a dirt path next to the exit ramp. Police
observed a substantial amount of black smoke coming
from underneath the I-480 bridge. One of the officers
parked his vehicle and walked down the dirt path on foot.
Once under the bridge he saw a Honda CRV on fire up
against one of the support columns of the bridge. Valley
View fire and police responded and put the fire out. The
only thing found inside or around the Honda was a
driver's license. No other identifying information was
obtained from the vehicle and two men, one matching the
initial description provided of a black man walking east
along I-480, were seen by drone operators in the Vista Way
area but they were unable to be located.

Disorderly Conduct
On Oct. 2, about 1:09 a.m., an officer observed two

females fighting at the intersection of Thornton Ave. and
Turney Rd., and tried to stop the altercation. One of the
females complied but the other disregarded officers'
commands and continued her turbulent behavior, yelling
and screaming at the other female and refused to answer
the questions of police. She then got into the back seat of
a car driven by a mutual friend of the two females who had
been fighting. The female driving the car said she wanted
the other female out and officers told the belligerent
female she was under arrest and needed to get out of the
car. She ignored police commands and continued yelling
at both the other women. At this time police got the
suspect out of the back seat and placed her under arrest
for disorderly conduct. Police also had dispatch run the
plate of the suspect's car, parked on Thornton Ave. next
to Bonkers, and found that the plate was expired. Suspect
cited and her vehicle was towed. She was taken to city jail.

NN Freebies offered
The Neighborhood News has two tickets to give away in

a free raffle drawing for the Sunday, Oct. 20, Cleveland
Polka Association's Anniversary Dance at the Holiday Inn
Rockside in the Impulse Lounge, from 1 to 5 p.m. Music
by The Polka Generations from Chicago.

Enter to win the tickets by stopping in to The Neighbor-
hood News office, 8613 Garfield Blvd., Garfield Heights,
Monday through Friday, during normal business hours.
Deadline to enter the drawing is Wednesday, Oct. 16.

Call Crime Stoppers
with anonymous tips

Crime Stoppers provides an anonymous telephone
number, Text Tips and Web Tips to encourage citizens
to volunteer vital information helpful to law enforce-
ment agencies.

The 24/7 hotline number, 216-252-7463, allows the
caller to remain anonymous. The phone does not have
a caller ID function and calls are not recorded.

Those with information can also text TIP657 plus
your message to 274637, or can submit information
online at www.25crime.com.
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Early In-Person Voting begins
Yesterday, Tuesday, Oct. 8, the Cuyahoga County Board

of Elections began mailing ballots to voters who requested
and returned eligible Vote-by-Mail Ballot Applications.
Yesterday was also the opening date for Early In-Person
Voting.

•Early In-Person voters are reminded to bring an
acceptable form of photo ID when they come to vote Early
In-Person. The list of acceptable forms of Photo ID are
available online at www.boe.cuyahogacounty.gov. Voters
residing in Cuyahoga County who plan to Vote-by-Mail
are encouraged to submit their ballot applications as soon
as possible to ensure plenty of time to receive and return
their voted ballots.

•Vote-by-Mail Ballot Applications are available online
at www.boe.cuyahogacounty.gov, by calling 216-443-VOTE
(8683) and at all public libraries.

•Vote-by-Mail Ballot Applications must be received by
the CCBOE on or before 8:30 p.m. on Tuesday, Oct. 29,
2024 to get the ballot request processed.

Early In-Person Voting is located at the CCBOE, 2925
Euclid Ave., Cleveland, Ohio 44115. The Early In-
Person Voting schedule is as follows:

Weekdays,* Oct. 8 – Oct. 18: 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Weekdays,* Oct. 21 – Oct. 25: 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Saturday, Oct. 26, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Sunday, Oct. 27, 1 to 5 p.m.
Monday, Oct. 28, 7:30 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Tuesday, Oct. 29, 7:30 a.m. to 8:30 p.m.
Wednesday - Friday, Oct. 30 – Nov. 1, 7:30 a.m. to 7:30

p.m.
Saturday, Nov. 2, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Sunday, Nov. 3, 1 to 5 p.m.
*Weekdays are denoted as Monday through Friday.
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