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Maple Heights Hardware
renovating, expanding

By John Hegrat
 Maple Heights Hardware owner

After over 100 years in business in Maple Heights,
Maple Heights Hardware, 16460 Broadway Ave., is get-
ting a much needed facelift. The project has begun and
we are now in the process of removing the old fixtures and
merchandise to make room for the new while remaining
open to serve our customers.

The project will include all new interior and exterior
signage,  new shelving fixtures, and new service and cash
register counters. We will also be expanding the retail area
by about 2,000 square feet and adding about 10,000 new
items to compliment our already extensive inventory.

Shown inside Maple Heights Hardware as its
renovation continues are, from left: owner John Hegrat
and employees Keith Davis, Jeff McKinney and Samantha
Blackfox.

(Continued on Page 5)

Suppliers are also being changed from True Value to Do
It Best, which is the second largest hardware distributor
in the world with annual sales of over $5 billion.

We promise not to ever lose that "old school" hardware
store feeling, and will always carry the "oddball items"
needed for houses in a community like ours. With the
same great staff and same great service, our customer
satisfaction and customer service will always remain our
number one priority.

Renovations are expected to be completed in the begin-
ning of March, and we are planning to hold a grand
reopening sometime in April.

I was hired at the store in 1976, at the age of 15. I soon
found out that I was one of about six young men that were
hired as "grunts" to help move the store from Maple Town
to its new location at Broadway Ave. and Lee Rd.

I remained an employee for over 21 years and in 1996

Mayor Burke notes historic
first for Garfield Heights

By Ellen Psenicka

Blame it on global warming or just one of those crazy
things, but Garfield Heights Mayor Matt Burke, during
his mayor's message at the council meeting Monday
night, said his city made history last week as it was the first
time ever that the service department's street sweeper was
out in February.

He also noted that the city is now taking applications for
grass cutters and lifeguards for the pool at the rec center
and is in danger of being forced to cut pool openings to
only four days a week this summer if lifeguard positions
are not filled.

The following legislation was among items +passed at
Monday's council meeting:

•Ohio Department of Transportation preliminary leg-
islation regarding rebuilding the traffic signals at the
intersection of Broadway Ave. and I-480 in Garfield
Heights.

•Entering into an agreement with Tesco Transporta-
tion, LLC for a 5-year lease of two 2025 Startrans Senator
II buses for the Garfield Heights Senior Center at a total
cost not to exceed $245,000.

•Authorizing the preparations and necessary plans and
specifications, per the OHM Advisors proposal, and to
go out for competitive bids for the South Parkway Drive
Sewer Separation Project and authorizing payment of
costs through funding provided by the Northeast Ohio
Regional Sewer District MCIP. The purpose of this
project is to eliminate residential basement flooding and
property damage, reduce flows from the currently com-
bined sewer system and improve water quality in area
waterways and reduce and eliminate property damage to
private property and public infrastructure.

•Applying for the Cuyahoga County Solid Waste Dis-
trict 2024 Community Recycling Awareness Grant of up
to $5,000 to promote and educate residents about recy-
cling and provide funding for shredding events.

•Ratifying the appointment of Tylon Hilt to serve as
building commissioner for the city.

Black History event
Friday in Garfield Hts.

A 2024 Black History event, directed by Janice Tubbs,
will be held on Friday, Feb. 16, at 6:30 p.m., at the
Garfield Heights Performing Arts Center at the high
school, 4900 Turney Rd., which is free and open to the
public.

Guest speaker will be Michael John Ryan, a judge in the
Ohio 8th District Court of Appeals and author of "The
Least Likely." Presenter will be scientist and astronomer
Destiny Thomas with the Cleveland Museum of Natural
History.

Maple Heights seniors
featured in Black History

Month speaker series
During Black History Month, Maple Heights seniors

are honoring the achievements of Black Americans.
Seniors who are interested in speaking are encouraged
to sign up at the Senior Center. These presentations will
be taking place all month long at 11:30 a.m.

This year’s focus is on
artistic achievement, which
is the 2024 Black History
Month theme. Pictured
here is Jean Lightfoot, who
spoke last week about the
legacy of Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr.

To learn more about the
Senior Center’s Black History Month speaker series,
stop by the Senior Center at 15901 Libby Rd.

Correction
Last week’s Neighborhood

News included information
about a Jennings event in
Maple Heights at Beacon
Grove apartments in error,
as the event is not open to
the public.

There will be a public open
house on Tuesday, March 5,
from 10 a.m. – 2 p.m.

For details, visit www. bea-
con grove.org or call 216-
581-2902, ext. 2390.

The Lenten season begins
today with Ash Wednesday
and continues until the cel-
ebration of Easter Sunday
on March 31. For those of
you who observe meatless
Fridays (and even for those
who don't) check out the
Fish Fries advertised on Page
8  of this newspaper for some
delicious meat-free meals
right in your neighborhood.

 FriesFish
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Sokol Winter Gymnastic Exhibition
The Sokol Greater Cleveland Winter Exhibition will be held on Saturday, Feb. 17, at

the Garfield Heights Middle School gymnasium, 12000 Maple Leaf Dr., Garfield
Heights, OH 44125.

The Sokol Greater Cleveland Concert Band will begin the festivities at 5:30 p.m., with
a pre-program concert. At 6 p.m., the gymnastic exhibition will begin. The fast-paced
event will include gymnastic and aerobic demonstrations by over 100 class members
ages 3 to 80. The Sokols own Crooked River Circus group will also be performing on
silks and other equipment.

Advance sale tickets are $7 by calling 216-642-1429; $10 at the door; children under
12 are free.
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(All information is preliminary and subject to change
pending investigation.)

Theft of Motor
Vehicle

On Jan. 30, at about 8
p.m., an officer was dis-
patched to the 6000 block
of Andover Blvd., for a re-
port of the theft of a 2008
silver Kia sedan that had
been stolen several minutes
prior by an unknown per-
son. Other officers in the
area of E. 131 St. and Broad-
way Ave. were advised by
dispatch that the Kia had
gone through a Flock li-
cense plate reader at the
Garfield Heights border near
the officers' location. Sec-

onds later they saw the Kia
and eventually observed it
pull into the driveway of a
home in the 4200 block of
E. 128 St., and initiated a
traffic stop. The car stopped
in the apron of the driveway
and officers had their fire-
arms at the low ready. There
were five occupants, one
adult male, two male juve-
niles and two female juve-
niles, one of which was the
driver of the car. They were
all patted down for weapons
and secured in separate cruis-
ers. The driver told police
there were no weapons in
the car but a loaded firearm

was found underneath the
front passenger seat. A small
amount of suspected mari-
juana was also found in a
plastic bag.  All juveniles
were turned over to their
mothers.

Weapon Offense
•On Jan. 31, at about 11:43

p.m., seven officers re-
sponded to the Valley Lane
Apartments in the 12300
block of Valley Lane Dr., for
a report of a male getting
shot at in the parking lot
near the victim's vehicle.
Dispatch advised the sus-
pect had fled towards the
rear of the apartment build-
ings on foot. Officers talked
to the reporting person, who
said that at about 11:40 p.m.,
he was approaching his ve-
hicle holding his baby and
saw an unknown black male
digging through the trunk
of his car. The victim hit his

car remote and ascertained
it was indeed his vehicle
being pillaged. After he
pressed the remote the sus-
pect backed away from the
car towards the apartment
building. The victim went
towards the male to see if he
had stolen anything from
his car and then heard one
gunshot. The victim then
ran back into his apartment
building for safety. He told
police he didn't know if the
man had shot in the air or at
him.

A Bedford PD K-9 arrived
on scene and conducted a
track with a patrolman but
the track was lost in the area
of Linda and Havana rds. An
officer found two 9mm shell
casings in the area where the
subject male was described as
standing.

Shots Fired
On Feb. 10, at 1:26 a.m.,

officers responded to an
apartment in the 4600 block
of E. 131 St., for a report of
shots fired. A security sweep
of the building did not turn
up a suspect, injured people
or property damaged by the
shooting. Police searched
the outside and found 8
spent casings in a grassy
area near the apartment
building.

Police were told a witness
saw an unknown black male
attempting to tear down the
security cameras in the hall-
way, then left out the back
door when confronted, af-
ter which the gunshots were
heard. No suspects at this
time.
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was given the opportunity to buy the store and building when the previous owner passed
away. I decided to accept the challenge of buying and running my own business and
bought Maple Heights Hardware.

I am proud to have reinvested in the city of Maple Heights, where I was born and raised,
offering quality hardware items at fair prices to my customers, many of whom I have known
for decades. I am now 63 years old and still at my first real job after almost 48 years.

Until about a month ago, I was under the impression that Maple Heights Hardware
was established in 1948, which would put the store in business for over 75 years, which
is quite a milestone. While talking with the new store design team, they recommended
that I try to find some vintage pictures of the store to be displayed after the remodel.
I went to the Maple Heights Historical Society to see if I could find some.

Although I did not find any photos, I did find something very interesting. I opened a
yearbook from Maple Heights High school from 1923, and in the back pages there was an
advertisement from Maple Heights Hardware, making the store over 100 years in business!

Maple Heights Hardware renovates
(Continued from Page 1)

Maple Heights to receive $141K from
county for road improvements in city

By Judith Goldsworth
Maple Heights Mayor

Annette Blackwell an-
nounced at last week's coun-
cil meeting that the city will
receive more than $141,000
in reimbursements from the
Cuyahoga County Depart-
ment of Public Works for
material costs for work on
several main roads.

County Executive Chris
Ronayne, who with his team
went on a tour of Maple
Heights recently with
Blackwell and other city offi-
cials, informed Blackwell last
week that the following roads
had been approved for the
2024 County Road Preventa-
tive Maintenance Reimburse-
ment Program, with a de-
scription of the work and
material costs to be covered:

•Dunham Road from
southern corporation limit
to Granger Rd.; crack seal-
ing, pavement striping
($5,400).

•Granger Rd. from Dun-
ham Rd. to Libby Rd.; crack
sealing ($1,500).

•Lee Rd. from Broadway
to northern corporation
limit; crack sealing, pave-
ment striping, base and joint
repair ($39,000).

•Rockside Rd., western
corporation limit to eastern
corporation limit; crack seal-
ing, pavement striping and
base repair ($24,000).

Turney Rd., western cor-
poration limit to eastern
corporation limit; crack seal-
ing, pavement resurfacing

and striping, base repair,
rebuild utility, catch basins/
manholes ($60,000).

Warrensville Center Rd.,
Broadway to northern cor-
poration limit; crack seal-
ing, base repair ($11,700).

"That is $141,600 that we
don't have to take out of our
budget to fix these roads,"
Blackwell said. "That money
can then go to fixing indi-
vidual streets."

She said that legislation
on residential street repair
would be coming up soon,
possibly in March, and resi-
dents would be kept in-
formed on those locations
and the process.

Council approved a reso-
lution at last week's meeting
authorizing Blackwell to
enter into an Aquatic Facil-
ity Management Agreement

(Continued on Page 8)
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REAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATE
WANTEDWANTEDWANTEDWANTEDWANTED

REAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATE
WANTEDWANTEDWANTEDWANTEDWANTED

WANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUY

Garfield Heights downstairs apt.
Kitchen, dining room, living room,
1 bath, 2 bedrooms. $800/month.
Call (216) 288-3858.

Apartment, 1 bedroom, furnished.
Steam heat. Clean, quiet, secure.
(216) 534-0401.

RENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENT

Seeking experienced Auto Techni-
cian/Mechanic. No weekends. M-
F 9-5. Must have diagnosing abil-
i ty ,  own tools ,  va l id  dr iver ’s  l i -
cense, transportation and be reli-
able. Pay range $15-25 per hour.
Full time/Part time available. Call
or text, (216) 214-8654.

TRANSPORTATIONTRANSPORTATIONTRANSPORTATIONTRANSPORTATIONTRANSPORTATION

RENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENT RENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENT

PERSONALSPERSONALSPERSONALSPERSONALSPERSONALSPERSONALSPERSONALSPERSONALSPERSONALSPERSONALS

RENT HOUSERENT HOUSERENT HOUSERENT HOUSERENT HOUSE

One bedroom, 1 bath, house for
rent in Garfield Heights. On a very
quiet  street.  $850/monthly.  Cal l
Bryan at (216) 978-8421.

HELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

REAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATE REAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATE

WANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUY

I am a driver for hire for all your
d r i v i ng  needs .  Sen io r - f r i end l y .
Doctor’s appointments, shopping,
some out-of- town tr ips.  Cal l  for
pricing. (216) 544-3024.

Warehouse  wo rke r /De l i ve r y
Dr i ve r .  No  weekends ,  f l ex i b l e
hours, clean driving record. Ability
to lift 40 pounds. This is an enjoy-
able environment for someone look-
ing for f lexible, part-t ime hours.
(440) 934-6879.

Entry-level Auto Mechanic. Must
be reliable, enthusiastic about cars,
and willing to learn. Part-time with
possibility of full-time after orienta-
tion period. Tools provided. Apply
in person at 5821 Turney Road. All
Kar Service Center.

WANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUY
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Maple Heights to get $141K for roads
(Continued from Page 5)

with Hastings Water Works, Inc., of Brecksville, for management of the city's
Sprayground and concession stand for the summer season from May 30 through August
18, 2024, at a cost of $24,490.

Human Services Director Linda Vopat said of Hastings, "They will do everything from
opening the Sprayground, taking care of all that needs to be done, and then managing
it all summer long. And there will be a supervisor all summer on-site. This is different
from a lot of communities that have spraygrounds that are unmanned. Ours is. There's
always someone there."

Legislation approved
Council passed an ordinance at last week's meeting to change the street name of

Hazelwood Court to Beacon Court, in honor of the new senior living facility named
Beacon Grove on the street.

Hazelwood Court, LLC, an assignee of PIRHL Acquisitions, LLC, purchased 39
separate parcels on Edinboro, Jackson and Hazelwood from the city several years ago,
and have constructed the 50-unit facility as a "quality housing option" for seniors aged
55 and older.

Hazelwood Court LLC decided to rename the senior living facility Beacon Grove, and
to avoid confusion requested that council approve the name change.

Council also passed an ordinance authorizing the city to formally accept a $2,000
Northeast Ohio Public Energy Council 2024 Energized Community Grant which will

fund the Music in the Park Series this summer.
Also approved was an ordinance to provide a high deductible health insurance plan with

a Healthcare Savings Account (HSA) and establishing contribution amounts to the HSA
accounts for Maple Heights' non-bargaining unit city employees, effective Jan. 1, 2024.

An ordinance to fix the salaries and wage schedules for non-bargaining unit city
employees giving them 3.5% raises, effective from January 1, 2024, was placed on first
reading.

And an ordinance introduced by District 7 Councilwoman Edwina Agee to add a
standing committee entitled "Government Affairs," which would review action plans of
the Planning and Economic Development, Law, Human

Fire Chief Daniel Sypen announced that two new hires will be sworn in to the fire
department this week, and Police Chief Todd Hansen said a new police officer will also
be sworn in to the police department this week.
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