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Kucinich stops by Red Chimney

Last Wednesday, Jan. 24, longtime Democrat Dennis Kucinich, a former Cleveland
mayor and U.S. congressman, announced that he will run for Congress in the 7th
District as an independent candidate.

Angelo Rodriguez, Independence resident and retired teacher and coach at the old
South High School in Cleveland, attended Kucinich's announcement at the Indepen-
dence Civic Center. Afterwards Rodriguez invited Kucinich to stop by the Red Chimney
Restaurant on Fleet Ave., in Slavic Village, to talk with other retirees who meet there
every Wednesday morning for breakfast and reminisce about the old neighborhood.

Kucinich was all smiles as he and his wife, Elizabeth, joined the group at the restaurant
to visit with old friends and talk about his latest political adventure.

Pictured at the Red Chimney restaurant last Wednesday, are, clockwise from left:
Dominic Bornino, Dave Long, Art Massey, Ron Aukerman, Dennis Kucinich, his
wife Elizabeth, Louie Skantzos, Dave Gadowski. Standing are Pete Skantzos and
Angelo Rodriguez.

Funding OKd for elevator repair at M.H. Senior Center
By Judith Goldsworth

At a special meeting held last week, Maple Heights
Council approved legislation authorizing Mayor Annette
Blackwell to enter into an amended service agreement to
accept an additional $43,000 in American Rescue Plan
Act (ARPA) funds for the completion of elevator repairs
at the Maple Heights Senior Center.

This added money for elevator repairs will bring the
total amount of ARPA-provided funding to $108,780 for
the project.

Also at the special meeting, council approved the
following council committee assignments, including ap-
pointing the chairs of each committee:

Community Life and Education Committee - Chair-
person: District 4 Councilwoman Dana Anderson. Mem-
bers: District 3 Councilman Timothy Tatum, Anderson
and District 5 Councilwoman Tanglyn Madden.

Finance Committee - Chairperson: District 1 Council-
man Stafford Shenett. Members: Shenett, District 2 Coun-
cilwoman Toni Jones and District 7 Councilwoman Edwina
Agee.

Housing and Economic Development Committee -
Chairperson: District 6 Councilwoman Tina Stafford-
Marbury. Members: Jones, Madden and Stafford-Marbury.

Public Works and Safety Committee - Chairperson:
Shenett. Members: Shenett, Tatum and Anderson.

County Board of Elections
visiting local libraries to
promote Mar. 19 primary

The Cuyahoga County Board of Elections will visit 10
local library branches in February to increase awareness of
the March 19, 2024 Presidential Primary Election and to
assist voters.

The libraries scheduled for the Board's visit include the
Fleet Branch Library, 7224 Broadway Ave., Cleveland, on
Thursday, Feb. 8, from 12:30 to 3:30 p.m., and the
Independence Branch Library, 6361 Selig Dr., Indepen-
dence, on Friday, Feb. 9, from 12:30-3:30 p.m.

The public is invited to drop by to take advantage of the
services offered by the Board of Elections. Staff will
register voters and update voter registrations, provide
and accept Vote-by-Mail ballot applications, offer em-
ployment information and Voter Guides.

The March 19, 2024 Presidential Primary Election will
decide the issues and the candidates who will advance to
the General Election in November. There are federal,
state and county offices on the ballot, including voting for
President, U.S. Senators and members of the House of
Representatives. State, county and judicial seats will also
be decided by voters as well as a county issue, school and
local issues.

Voter information for the 2024 Presidential Primary is
available online at www.443VOTE.us. Voters may also call
216-443-VOTE (8683) to confirm their voting informa-
tion.

Grant deadlines due in S.V.
Citizen engagement is the lifeblood of a community.

Cleveland's Slavic Village has gained a reputation over the
last few decades of being a place where residents step up,
identify a need, get organized and solve problems.

But in order to make it happen, they generally need
money. Grantwriting is often the way they get it. Slavic
Village activists have found two programs especially help-
ful:

NeighborUp, a 20-year-old program of the Cleveland
Foundation's Neighborhood Connections, offers awards
of up to $500 in spring and fall. Projects must serve a
public need and be run by Cleveland residents. Current
deadline is Feb. 12, 2024.

Friends of Slavic Village, generously funded by the
Third Federal Foundation, offers up to $500, four times
a year. Current deadline is March 30, 2024.

Both programs are managed fiscally by Slavic Village
Development. Call Susan Gordon at 216-429-1182 to
learn how you can change your little part of the world.

Paczki Party
All are invited to the Pol-

ish American Cultural
Center, JPII "Tlusty
Czwartek" - "Fat Thursday"
party, a Polish pre-Lenten
tradition, on Thursday,
Feb. 8, with a Polish
Happy Hour at 5 p.m.,
and food and music start-
ing at 6 p.m.

Enjoy paczki, homemade
Polish food and Polish
beer for sale. Admission
is free and includes a tour
of the museum, library
and Heritage Garden.
Music by the Tom
Katrenich Orchestra. The
Polish American Cultural
Center JPII is located at
6501 Lansing Ave., Cleve-
land. Call 216-233-7234
or 216-513-6646 for more
information.

The event is sponsored
by the Charles M. and
Helen M. Brown Memo-
rial Foundation in
memory of Judge
Raymond Pianka.

Visit The New &
Improved NN

Website:
theneighborhood

news.com
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ODOT seeks public input on noise barrier
replacement along I-480 in Garfield, Maple Hts.

The Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT) is
proposing to replace sections of noise barriers in the cities
of Garfield Heights and Maple Heights.

The project will replace deteriorating noise barrier
panels along I-480 eastbound at two locations, along the
Granger Rd. exit ramp and the Lee Rd. entrance ramp.
Work will include removing the deteriorating panels and
replacing them.

The project also includes replacing the chain-link
fence behind the barrier at the Garfield Heights Will-
iam Foster Elementary School. This project is esti-
mated to begin construction in June 2025, and is
estimated to be completed in October 2025. Detailed
project schedule information will be released in sum-

mer 2025. There will be various lane and shoulder
restrictions during off peak hours. Estimated construc-
tion cost is $1.36 million.

ODOT is seeking public input regarding this project.
Comments may be submitted online at: I-480 Noise
Barrier Replacement | Ohio Department of Transporta-
tion

Comments can also be sent via mail to: Thomas Sorge
Environmental Specialist 3, 5500 Transportation Blvd.,
Garfield Heights, OH, 44125

By phone at 216-584-2086 or email via
tom.sorge@dot.ohio.gov

Comments will be received until Feb. 26, 2024.

CLE Council highlights
Cleveland City Council held its regular meeting Monday

night and approved the city hiring professional consult-
ants or vendors for the purpose of providing emergency
medical billing services, coding, reimbursement and
compliance services.

The legislation, requested by the administration, states
that “passage of this legislation will help increase revenue
for Emergency Medical Services billing.” Council mem-
bers were concerned about the current city employees who
are in these medical-billing positions now, and were
assured by the administration that those staff members will
be offered other jobs with at least equal pay to their current
positions.

Council also approved the offer from the National
Forum For Black Public Administrators, through its
AmeriCorps Vista program, to place an intern, at no cost
to the city, to assist implementation of Cleveland's broad-
band initiative, for a period of one year.

Legislation introduced at the Jan. 29 meeting included
entering into an agreement with Crime Stoppers; provid-
ing city support for an indoor pickleball facility; provid-
ing easement rights no longer needed in the Flats East
Bank Development area; repairing, maintaining and
installing concrete on runways, taxiways, and roadways.

After introduction, most legislation will go to city de-
partments for review before returning to council for
committee hearings.

Final survey online for
G.H. parks, trails project

The city of Garfield Heights is in the final phase of its
year-long Parks and Trails Master Plan process.

To take the final survey regarding the concepts the city
has developed with public input, visit the city website at
www.garfieldhts.org or https://ohmplanning.typeform.
com/GHFinalConcepts.
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Register now for season's
final Ice-Skating Lessons
& In-House Hockey
Programs at Garfield Rec
LEARN TO SKATE

The Season’s Final Session 4 will begin the week of Feb.
12. Learn to Skate Classes ages 3 to Adult are held on
Wednesdays from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m., and also held on
Saturday mornings, 11:45 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. Skate rental
is included if needed.

Fees
ID Card – Residents - $15 – onetime annual fee
ID Card – Non-Residents - $40 – onetime annual fee
Lessons – Residents - $50 – per session
Lessons - Non-Residents - $75 – per session
Deadline for Session 4 is on or before Feb. 9, at 3 p.m.

IN-HOUSE HOCKEY
Beginner & Advanced. All In-house Hockey Lessons

are for ages 3-14. Held on Saturdays - Advanced 8:45 to
9:45 a.m. – Beginners – 10:45 to 11:45 a.m.

Fees
ID Card – Residents - $15 - onetime annual fee
ID Card – Non-Residents - $40 – onetime annual fee
Advanced Residents - $75 – session fee (2 or more years

of experience)
Advanced Non-Residents - $150 – session fee (2 or more

years of experience)
Beginner Residents - $60 – session fee
Beginner Non-Residents - $75 – session fee
Deadline for Session is on or before Monday, Feb. 12, at

3 p.m. All sign-ups after the deadline dates are subject to
a $15 administrative fee.

Check the remainder of Public Sessions posted to
the city’s web for February & March along with all
other details at: www.garfieldhts.org. Call if you
need further information, 216-475-7272.

Job Fair at CVCC March 7
Cuyahoga Valley Career Center (CVCC) will host a free

Job Fair on Thursday, March 7, from 3 to 5 p.m. CVCC
invites all job seekers age 14 and older to attend. Regis-
tration is not required.

This event will be held at CVCC, 8001 Brecksville Rd.,
Brecksville, OH 44141, one mile east of the I-77/Wallings
Rd. exit, opposite Wallings Rd. on Rt. 21.

Area businesses and nonprofit organizations will be on site
to interview potential employees for full-time, part-time and
seasonal employment opportunities. If you plan to attend,
dress professionally and bring multiple copies of your
resume, along with pen and paper. Be prepared to fill out
applications and interview with prospective employers.

For more information, including job fair tips and a list

of participating businesses and organizations, visit
cvccworks.edu or contact Josh Hayes at
JHayes@cvccworks.edu or 440-746-8260.

Cuyahoga Valley Career Center serves the public school
districts of Brecksville-Broadview Heights, Cuyahoga
Heights, Garfield Heights, Independence, Nordonia
Hills, North Royalton, Revere and Twinsburg.
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Honored for holiday lighting displays

Shown here are some of the winners of the 2024 Garfield Heights Residential Holiday
Lighting Display Contest, who came to last week's council meeting to accept their
awards.

Nominees were submitted by community members in each of the seven wards in
Garfield Heights, as well as a citywide winner, Mark and Kim Butcher of Grace Ave. All
of the winners were listed in the Garfield Heights Council meeting story in last week's
Neighborhood News.

Congratulations to all for their hard work and dedication to making Garfield Heights
a little brighter this holiday season.

Beware of phone scams:
The new computer virus in disguise

By Weldon Hastings
In an era where digital security is paramount, a new threat looms large, mimicking the

old-fashioned methods of deception - phone scams. As the owner of WeldonPC.com,
I've witnessed a disturbing rise in these scams, which have become the modern
equivalent of computer viruses. They are sophisticated, relentless and surprisingly
effective.

Phone scams have evolved significantly from the days of simple telemarketing frauds.
Today they are fine-tuned operations that use social engineering and psychological
manipulation to deceive individuals. These scams are not just targeting the elderly or
technologically uninformed; they are duping even the most tech-savvy among us.

The method is insidiously simple yet effective. Scammers use a mix of legitimate-
looking phone numbers, often mimicking known entities like banks, IRS, or even tech
companies. Once they have your attention, they create a sense of urgency or fear,
pushing you to divulge personal information or to make an immediate financial
transaction.

The impact of these scams is profound. Unlike computer viruses, which often leave
a digital trail, phone scams can be untraceable once executed. The emotional and
financial toll on victims can be devastating.

At WeldonPC.com, we've taken proactive steps to educate our clients about these
scams. Here are some key strategies to stay safe:

1. **Verification**: Always verify the identity of the caller. If in doubt, hang up and
call the organization back using a number you trust.

2. **Guard Personal Information**: Never share personal information, like social
security numbers or bank details, over the phone unless you initiated the call and are
certain of the recipient.

3. **Awareness and Education**: Stay informed about common scam tactics.
Scammers often use similar scripts or scenarios, such as threatening legal action or
offering unexpected refunds.

4. **Technology Tools**: Use call-blocking tools and apps to filter out potential
scam calls.

5. **Report Scams**: Report any scam attempts to the authorities. This helps in the
fight against these fraudulent operations.

Phone scams represent a significant shift in the landscape of digital fraud. They
remind us that not all threats are purely technical and that human psychology is often
the weakest link in security. As a community, staying informed and vigilant is our best
defense against this modern-day menace.

I urge everyone to exercise caution and skepticism when answering calls from
unknown numbers. In this digital age, our vigilance must extend beyond our computers
to every aspect of our connected lives, including our phones.

Weldonpc.com is hosting a class on this subject on Tuesday, Feb.. 6, at 5 p.m. It
is FREE to join. Visit weldonpc.com/class

For more information and resources on protecting yourself from phone scams, visit
our website at weldonpc.com.
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Bedford (Bedford
Heights/Oakwood
Village) Branch

Here are some of the
FREE programs coming up
in February at the Bedford
Branch of the Cuyahoga
County Public Library, lo-
cated at 70 Columbus Rd.,
Bedford, Ohio 44146. For
more information, or to reg-
ister for any program,
please call 440-439-4997.

Kids Café -18 & younger,
Monday-Friday, 3-4 p.m.
Kids ages 18 and under can
get a FREE lunch provided
by the Greater Cleveland
Food Bank, while supplies
last.

Student Success Center -
K-8th, Monday-Thursday
(school days) 4-6:30 p.m.
Since 2002, our FREE Stu-
dent Success Center’s pro-
gram has helped thousands
of students in grades K–8
improve their grades and
subject comprehension. Stu-
dent Success Centers are
available at 10 branches.
Students who participate in
the program receive home-
work assistance from trained
tutors in the following sub-
jects: language arts, math,
reading, science, and social
studies. MUST REGISTER

Homeschool Hangout -
Grades 2-5,  Friday, Feb.
2, 16, 2 p.m. Join us for fun,
engaging, STEM-based ac-
tivities. Perfect for
homeschoolers looking to
connect with other students.

Screen Printing Tote
Bags -Grades 6-12,  Satur-
day, Feb. 3, 11 a.m. Learn
how to use screen printing
materials and the Cricut
Design Space to customize
your own tote bag! MUST
REGISTER

Baby Craft - Ages 0-3,
Saturday, Feb. 3, 2 p.m.
Join us for a seasonal baby
craft using our hands and
feet. We’ll use nontoxic
washable paint, but dress to
get messy.

Family Storytime -All ages
with caregiver,  Tuesday,
Feb. 6, 13, 20, 27, 6 p.m.
Join us for stories, songs
and fingerplays.

Engineering Hour -K-5,
Thursday, Feb. 8, 22, 3:30
p.m. Use your imagination
and the materials provided
to build, play, create and
learn.

VolunTeens, Thursday,
Feb. 8, 6 p.m. Have fun,
make friends and earn vol-
unteer hours through
projects that help your com-
munity.

Word Basics, Friday, Feb.
9, 10 a.m. Learn how to
enter and format text and
images, change line spac-
ing and copy and paste in
Microsoft Word. Saving and
printing tips will also be
discussed. Prerequisite: Ex-
perience using a mouse or
Computer Basics. Earn a
Northstar Digital Literacy
Certificate for this class with
the successful completion
of an assessment. Classes
start promptly! We cannot
hold seats for attendees who
arrive after an in-person
class has started. Anyone
not on the registration list
will be given an available
seat on a first-come, first-
served basis. MUST REGIS-
TER

Love Poem Writing -
Grades K-5, Saturday, Feb.
10, 2 p.m. Work your heart
muscles and write a love
poem!

Valentine Cupcake Deco-
rating -Adults, Saturday,
Feb. 10, 2 p.m. Learn how
to make a classic

buttercream frosting to dress
up these Valentine-themed
cupcakes. Then take your
cupcakes to the next level
using star and drop flower
piping tips to create a treat
sprinkled with love. All sup-
plies, including cupcakes
will be provided, but bring
along your own apron if
desired. MUST REGISTER

Teen Tuesday, Tuesday,
Feb. 13 , 3:30 p.m. Join us
after school for a fun activity!

Ellenwood Book Discus-
sion -Adults, Wednesday,
Feb. 14, 2 p.m. Attend our
February monthly book dis-
cussion at Ellenwood Com-
munity Center  124
Ellenwood Ave, Bedford,
OH 44146  Phone 440- 735-
6570. This month we're read-
ing and discussing "The First
Ladies" by Marie Benedict
& Victoria Christopher
Murray. Copies of the book
will be available at the
Bedford Branch and at the
Ellenwood Center one
month before the date of the
discussion. A novel about
the extraordinary partner-
ship between First Lady
Eleanor Roosevelt and civil
rights activist Mary McLeod
Bethune - an unlikely
friendship that changed the
world.
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REAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATE
WANTEDWANTEDWANTEDWANTEDWANTED

REAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATE
WANTEDWANTEDWANTEDWANTEDWANTED

WANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUY WANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUY

Garfield Heights downstairs apt.
Kitchen, dining room, living room,
1 bath, 2 bedrooms. $800/month.
Call (216) 288-3858.

RENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENT

Seeking experienced Auto Techni-
cian/Mechanic. No weekends. M-
F 9-5. Must have diagnosing abil-
i ty ,  own tools ,  va l id  dr iver ’s  l i -
cense, transportation and be reli-
able. Pay range $15-25 per hour.
Full time/Part time available. Call
or text, (216) 214-8654.

HELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

FOR  SALEFOR  SALEFOR  SALEFOR  SALEFOR  SALE
RENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENT RENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENT

FOR  SALEFOR  SALEFOR  SALEFOR  SALEFOR  SALE

PERSONALSPERSONALSPERSONALSPERSONALSPERSONALS PERSONALSPERSONALSPERSONALSPERSONALSPERSONALSRENT HOUSERENT HOUSERENT HOUSERENT HOUSERENT HOUSE

One bedroom, 1 bath, house for
rent in Garfield Heights. On a very
quiet  street.  $850/monthly.  Cal l
Bryan at (216) 978-8421.

Three bedroom, 1 bath. Garfield
Heights .  $1,250/month ly .  Newly
remodeled.  Cal l  Bryan at  (216)
978-8421.

HELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

HELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

FOR  SALEFOR  SALEFOR  SALEFOR  SALEFOR  SALE FOR  SALEFOR  SALEFOR  SALEFOR  SALEFOR  SALE
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Genealogy Society to meet
at Indy Civic Center

The Cuyahoga Valley Genealogy Society will hold its
monthly meeting on Monday, Feb. 5,  at 7 p.m., at the
Independence Civic Center, Willow Room, 6363 Selig
Blvd. The meeting will feature another help session for

those hitting a brick wall in their research. Bring your
genealogical research questions - a little crowdsourcing
might help!

All are welcome. Coffee and refreshments will be served.
For additional information contact Cuyahogavalley
gensociety@gmail.com.

(All information is preliminary and subject to change
pending investigation.)

Garfield Heights
Traffic Offense-OVI

On Jan. 25, about 1:30
a.m., officers patrolling on
Garfield Blvd. saw a vehicle
traveling south on Warner
Rd. run the red light at the
Garfield Blvd./Warner Rd.
intersection and almost
caused a collision with an-
other vehicle that had a
green light and was attempt-
ing to turn left. Police initi-
ated a traffic stop on the car
that had run the red light.
The driver had watery eyes
and smelled of alcoholic
beverage. He agreed to sub-
mit to a Standardized Field
Sobriety Test. He did not
successfully complete the
field sobriety test and told
officers he was too intoxi-
cated while the testing was
being demonstrated/per-
formed. He was placed un-
der arrest for OVI and taken
to city jail. While there he
agreed to provide a breath
sample and blew a 0.232. In
addition to the OVI charge,
he was issued traffic cita-
tions for OVI, red light and
BAC over 17.

Vandalism
On Jan. 25, at 3:30 p.m.,

police arrived at the Garfield
Branch Library for a report
that a female juvenile had
thrown a rock at the front
window of the library caus-
ing it to break. She then left
and was found and detained
by police while walking
south on Turney Rd., near
Willard Ave., with a large
group of juveniles. At the
library officers learned that
one of the employees had
seen the juvenile suspect
throw the rock. She recog-
nized the suspect because
she was working near the
window that was broken and
saw a group of juveniles on
Turney Rd., and recognized
the suspect and her sister
due to them being on re-
striction from the library.
The suspect admitted to a
patrolman that she had
thrown the rock and was
transported to jail a short
time later. Police were told
at the library that a window
similar to the one that was
broken had to be replaced a
short time ago at a cost of
$15,000. Officers contacted
the girl's father and told
him he could pick up his

daughter at his earliest con-
venience when it was learned
the Detention Center would
not accept the girl. Charges
pending through the Youth
Bureau.

Suspicious Person
On Jan. 27, shortly before

2 p.m., police were dis-
patched to the GHPD lobby
to take a theft report. A
couple there who lived in
the 4800 block of Edgepark
Dr., told the officer that the
day before, at about 10 a.m.,
they saw a suspicious ve-
hicle, a silver Honda, cir-
cling the area around their
home. The vehicle then left
the area and the couple went
out to run errands.

Approximately 45 minutes
later they received a call
from their daughter-in-law,
who with the couple's son
frequently stays at the home,
who said she heard loud
banging at the side door of
the house. She saw an un-
known party wearing a
hooded sweatshirt that con-
cealed their face running
down the driveway and get-
ting into a silver Honda.

 Both parties said they are
in fear for their safety and
were advised to contact po-
lice immediately should they
see the vehicle return.
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