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Zoning Board approves
Craig Realty request

At the meeting of the Garfield Heights Zoning Board
of Appeals last Wednesday, Jan. 3, a request from Craig
Realty Group was approved for a U-8 Special Use
District zoning overlay to develop its property at the
former Bridgeview site on Transportation Blvd.

Craig Realty Group plans to develop the parcels in
question for a jail and safety complex to be owned and
operated by Cuyahoga County. Cuyahoga County Coun-
cil authorized the purchase of 72 acres on Transporta-
tion Blvd. at a purchase price of $38,703,00 last
September.

New member and former councilman Chuck Donahue
was voted in as the Zoning Board's chairperson.

Garfield Heights teen
charged for murder of man
in shooting at Pizza Hut

Garfield Heights police report that a 20-year-old male,
found shot several times at Pizza Hut, 5526 Turney Rd.,
last week, died Saturday from his injuries.

According to a GHPD Facebook post, Garfield Heights
officers responded to a report of shots fired at Pizza Hut,
across from the police station, last Wednesday, Jan. 3,
about 10:30 p.m. Upon arrival they discovered that the
male victim from Garfield Heights had been shot several
times. He was transported to CCF Marymount Hospital by
Garfield Heights Fire/EMS and later transferred to
MetroHealth Medical Center for treatment of his injuries.

The victim of the shooting, identified by media sources
as Anthony Hairston, died at MetroHealth on Jan. 6. 18-
year-old Dakaree Cook of Garfield Heights was taken into
custody several blocks from the incident and has been
charged with his murder, police posted. Cook received a
$10 million bond and was transferred to the Cuyahoga
County Jail.
GHPD said this appears to be an isolated incident with

both males knowing each other prior to the altercation.

Council OKs appointment
of new G.H. law director

By Ellen Psenicka
Garfield Heights Council ratified the mayor's appoint-

ment of Milko Cecez as the city's new law director at its
meeting Monday night.

Current law director, Tim Riley, is retiring after nearly
30 years with the city of Garfield Heights. Mayor Matt
Burke said Riley has done an "incredible job" for the city
and is happy to report that Riley will stay on to work for
Garfield Heights as a prosecuting attorney.

Riley praised his replacement and said Cecez, who will
work full-time as law director, is very well qualified for the
job and will be a great asset to the city.

The following emergency ordinances were passed by
council at its Monday night meeting:

•Amending two 2023 ordinances to update salaries in
the police and fire departments.

•Authorizing the advertising for proposals for various
materials, services and supplies for the year ending Dec.
31, 2024.

•Establishing a maximum amount for blanket certifi-
cates for the year ending Dec. 31, 2024.

•Renewing an agreement on behalf of the city with the
Cuyahoga Soil and Water Conservation District for the
purpose of participating in the Storm Water Pollution
Prevention Program.

•Submitting payment to the Cuyahoga Soil and Water
Conservation District and Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer
District for the purpose of public involvement and public
education regarding soil and water conservation for 2024.

TROJANSKI HONORED FOR SERVICE

At the final Maple Heights City Council meeting of 2023, former District 6
Councilman Richard Trojanski was recognized for his 14 years of service on City
Council. City leaders commented that since taking office Trojanski has worked
tirelessly for the citizens of Maple Heights to improve city services and the quality
of life for all residents.

Shown in the photo, from left, are: Councilwoman Edwina Agee, Councilman
Richard Trojanski, Councilwoman Toni Jones, Mayor Annette M. Blackwell,
Councilwoman Dana Anderson, Councilman Timothy Tatum and Council President
Ron Jackson.

17-year-old dies following
shooting on Fleet Avenue

By Judith Goldsworth
A 17-year-old boy who was shot in the E. 69-Fleet area

early Tuesday, Jan. 2, died
of his injuries after being
taken to the hospital, Cleve-
land police stated last week.

Cleveland Police Public
Information Officer Wil-
fredo Diaz said that at about
4:15 a.m., officers re-
sponded to a call of a per-
son shot in the 6800 block
of Fleet Ave.

"Officers located a 17-year-
old male who was a victim of
a gunshot wound, and he
was taken to the hospital by
EMS," Diaz stated.

He said that the case was
being investigated as a ho-
micide and no further in-
formation, including the
identity of the victim, was
available.

Anyone with additional
information on the shoot-
ing is asked to call the CPD
Homicide Unit at 216-623-
5464. Information can also
be given to CrimeStoppers.

Three council members
sworn in at special
Bedford Council meeting

By Judith Goldsworth
Three council members were all sworn into four-year terms

of office at a special Bedford Council meeting last week.
Sworn into their first terms were Ward 2 Councilman

Steve Salvi, who defeated incumbent Walter Genutis, and
Ward 6 Councilman Anthony Longino-Thomas, who
replaced the retiring incumbent Donald Saunders.

Ward 4 Councilman Frank Smith, who served two years
of an unexpired term of office when longtime Council-
woman Paula Mizsak passed away in 2022, was sworn in
to his first full four-year term at the meeting.

(Continued on Page 2)
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Mayor Annette Blackwell sworn in to third term
By Judith Goldsworth

Maple Heights Mayor Annette Blackwell took the oath
of office for a third consecutive four-year term at a special
council meeting held at Maple Heights High School last
Wednesday, Jan. 3.

The mayor thanked her husband, family and friends,
political strategist Kim Brown and the rest of her mayoral
campaign team, those in her "remarkable" administra-
tion, council members and other city officials, residents,
business owners, volunteers, donors and others in Maple
Heights for their hard work, time and financial contribu-
tions in support of her successful election.

"We've done a lot in the past four years," Blackwell said.
"We've achieved significant successes, celebrated some
unforgettable memories and accomplished results that
are measurable, while improving the quality of life for our
residents and all of our stakeholders."

She stated, "I stand before you, still committed, very
passionate about the assignment, the work to lead the city
of Maple Heights to its greatest days. We can look back,
but if we look forward, we've got some great things
coming."

Bedford Council meeting

Salvi stated, "I would like to let the residents know, not
only in Ward 2 but throughout the city, that I will begin
to work, and I actually already have begun working, on
many of the complaints I received when I went door-to-
door during the campaign. There was a laundry list of
issues that needed to be addressed. I've already begun
addressing those, and I plan to be a very active council
member."

Longino-Thomas thanked his extensive family and
large group of friends for their support of his candidacy,
including Ward 1 Councilwoman Sandy Spinks for her
mentorship during the race.

"I'm learning to be a councilman," Longino-Thomas
said, "and I'm going to learn it every day. I plan to make
sure I do this, and I'm going to need help. You might have
different views than I have, but you want this city to excel.
I don't want my community to fail. Let's go ahead and
work together to make sure that we have a good city."

Smith thanked his wife and the rest of his family for their
support, adding, "I'd also like to thank all of you who
voted for me... I invite you to contact me at any time if you
need something. I'm here for you. I do need your input
so we can move this city along and forward."

Councilwoman Spinks, whose absence was excused at
the meeting, was chosen by a motion of council to serve
as vice mayor for the next two years, to oversee proceed-
ings in the event Mayor Stan Koci is not available to serve
as mayor.

Council also approved a motion for Ward 3 Councilman
Vic Fluharty, who served as vice mayor for the past four
years, to serve as the new council liaison to the Bedford
Historical Society.

Koci welcomed Judge Nick Papa, newly elected judge in
the Bedford Municipal Court, as a special guest at the
meeting, along with Phil Stevens, newly elected mayor of
Bedford Heights, Councilman Timothy Tatum of Maple
Heights, and other officials from Bedford and the sur-
rounding communities.

(Continued from Page 1)

Blackwell noted that just prior to the meeting she
received word that a large grant had been awarded to
Maple Heights, with additional details to be announced
on the city's social media sites in the coming weeks.

Blackwell explained that with the assistance of Planning
and Development Director Joe Duffy, Maple Heights has
been excelling in the area of attracting new businesses and
retaining and improving existing businesses, and through
the work of Finance Director Tinita Tillman and her
department, the city has not only come out of fiscal
emergency, but also received two awards from the Ohio
State Auditor's Office.

"Are we advancing forward? Are we winning? Do we have
a great scorecard? Are these results measurable? They
are," Blackwell said.

Council members sworn in
Returning council members Toni Jones in District 2 and

Dana Anderson in District 4 were sworn into new terms of
office, while new Councilwoman Tina Stafford-Marbury
was sworn into her first term as District 6's representative,
having defeated incumbent Richard Trojanski in Novem-
ber.

Stafford-Marbury thanked her husband and family for
their support in her campaign for the District 6 seat.

She said that as a past member of the city's Planning and
Zoning Commission she had a history of serving resi-
dents and addressing their concerns. "I am committed to
continuing to serve you with that same high energy,
dignity, integrity and openness during my term."

The new councilwoman announced that her first District
6 Block Watch meeting will be held on Thursday, Feb. 22,
at 6:30 p.m., in the large conference room of the Maple
Heights Library. "I'm ready to get started, and I'm eager to
continue to do the work that's already in progress," she said.

MHPD reports alleged
road rage homicide

Maple Heights police, in a media release last week,
reported a 32-year-old man was shot to death last Wednes-
day evening following a call that someone was shooting
from their vehicle in the North Boulevard area.

On Jan. 3, around 6:48 p.m., Maple Heights Police were
dispatched to North Boulevard in the area of Arch and
Cato sts.,  for a report of someone shooting out of a
vehicle. Upon arrival police units found a vehicle crashed
into the home at the corner of Cato St. and North
Boulevard, and a male laying on the ground near the
driver's door of the crashed car.

The male, later identified as Christopher Jones, had
been struck by gunfire, police said. Medical aid was
summoned and the victim was transported to the hospital
where he later succumbed to his injuries.

Investigation revealed at least one other vehicle that was
engaged in road rage-type driving with the victim’s
vehicle prior to shots being heard and the victim crashing
into the house. No other injuries have been reported. The
investigation is ongoing.

Anyone with information related to this case is urged to
contact the Maple Heights Detective Bureau: 216-587-
9624 or Detectives@mhpd-ohio.com Information can
also be supplied to Crime Stoppers at 216-252-7463.
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(All information is preliminary and subject to change
pending investigation.)

Garfield Heights
Theft

On Dec. 15, at 7:31 p.m., an officer responded to the
AT&T store on Vista Way for a theft incident. The store
manager told police a male had entered the store at 5:45
p.m., and applied for credit to get two IPhone 15 Pro Max
phones and two Apple Watch Series 9 smart watches. The
manager left the area to run the information and when she
returned the male had left the store with the four items.
The manager was initially in contact with the suspect, who
said he would bring the items back, but he stopped
responding and never returned. Store manager advised
to follow up with the Garfield Heights Detective Bureau.

Disturbance
On Dec. 17, at about 10:30 p.m., police were dispatched

to the Aries Lounge, 4619 Warner Rd., regarding a
reported fight between 10 to 15 people outside the bar.
When officers arrived they saw a crowd of people arguing
but not actively fighting. All parties were told to stop
arguing and leave the area, but one female remained and
continued to be disorderly. She yelled at another female
and attempted to incite a fight with her. After many
unsuccessful attempts to calm her down, she was placed
under arrest for disorderly conduct and put in handcuffs.
She was transported to city jail and charged with disor-
derly conduct and underage consumption.

Criminal Mischief
On Dec. 22, about 4 p.m., an officer was dispatched to

the Shell gas station at 5095 Turney Rd., regarding a
juvenile male harassing customers outside the store.
When the officer arrived he saw the juvenile male and
recognized the 13-year-old from past interactions. While
the officer spoke with the store employee, the juvenile
suspect ran towards the back of the building and jumped
a fence to get away. The employee said the juvenile has
been told to leave the property many times, is known to
steal from the store and loiter outside asking people for
money. He was asked to leave the property on Dec. 16,
and unplugged the ice machine outside the store before
leaving causing the ice to melt. The ice replacement cost
$227.40. The store has video surveillance of the juvenile
unplugging the ice machine. The boy was charged with
criminal mischief.

Shots Fired
On Dec. 24, at about 9:47 p.m., police responded to the

rear parking lot of Valley Lane Apartments after several
callers reported hearing at least five shots fired in the area.
A green Dodge Charger was reportedly seen leaving the
area shortly after the shots were fired. Officers found
several shell casings in the back parking lot. No victims
were located but three cars had sustained damage from the
gunfire, all parked next to one another. Recovered from
the scene were eight .45 caliber casings and four 9mm
casings. Evidence collected; no suspects at this time.

The following were taken from GHPD Weekly Incidents
but reports were not made available as police continue
to investigate the incidents.

Aggravated Robbery
•On Dec. 20, about 2:30 p.m., a call came into GHPD

that a Door Dash driver from Pizza Hut, 5526 Turney Rd.,
had been robbed at gunpoint on Valley Lane Dr., then
returned to the store. The driver said she went to drop off
a $99 order and when the male customer got the total, he
pulled out a gun and told her to give him the pizza. She
said the suspect was a black male, about 25-30 years old,
wearing a black hoody. A second person involved was also
a black male wearing a black hoody. Suspects were gone
when police arrived to Valley Lane.

•On Dec. 30, about 3:30 p.m., a female from Valley
Lane Dr. told police she had been robbed at gunpoint by
four black males in a silver Ford Taurus. The suspects

Weapon Offense
On Jan. 7, at 2:03 a.m., police received a call for a

disturbance and a male with a firearm at Kurt's Getaway
Bar & Grill, 8909 Garfield Blvd. A large crowd formed
around officers when they attempted to arrest the suspect.
An officer advised police that three men involved in the
disturbance, possibly armed, were leaving in a Mazda with
Texas plates. An officer located the car on Grand Division
and attempted to stop it. The car took off and a pursuit
ensued. The pursuit ended on E. 34 St. and Croton St.,
due to a dead-end road. The back seat passenger fled on
foot but was Tased, apprehended and handcuffed. Police
held the two other males in the car at gunpoint, and a
Cleveland Metropolitan Housing Authority officer driv-
ing through the area on an unrelated incident stopped to
assist in the arrest.

took her keys, phone and wallet. The car was last seen
going westbound on Rockside Rd.

Burglary
On Dec. 24, at 10 a.m., a woman living in the 4800 block

of E. 81 St., told police she had just awakened and found
her purses and money missing. She said the front door
had been kicked in.

Breaking & Entering
On Dec. 27, at 7:21 a.m., it was reported that five mowers

had been taken from the high school premises, 4900
Turney Rd. The next day it was reported that someone
had broken into the old bus garage on high school
property by smashing the door and had stolen at least six
vehicles. Caller was still taking inventory and was cau-
tioned not to touch anything.
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JOYCE M. BICAN
Joyce M. Bican (nee Lang), age 93.

Beloved wife of the late William J.
Bican, Jr. Loving mother of Bill (dec.)
(Betty), Ed (Karen), Mary Florek (Eddie
(dec.), Donna Szczepaniak (Mike),
George, and Susie Kozora (Dave (dec.).
Dearest grandma of Billy, Amy Bican-
Alejandro (Juan), Joe (Amy), Ed, Michelle Santo (Kevin),
Shannan Weinschreider (Alan), Kevin DeGrood
(MaryBeth), Melissa Zanny (Dave), Ed Florek (Francesca),
Mike Szczepaniak (Allie), and Stephanie Kleindienst
(Nick). Great-grandma of Kyle, Allison, Andrew, Alex,
Madilyn, Connor, Molly, Cara, Lily, Emmett, Logan,
Nora, Michael, Enzo and Eddie, Jr. Sister of the late Janet
Ference.

Mass of Christian Burial will be held on Friday, Jan. 12,
2024 at 11 a.m., at St. John Nepomucene Church.
PLEASE MEET AT CHURCH. Interment St. Mary Cem-
etery. Family and friends are welcome Thursday, Jan. 11,
2024 from 4-8 p.m., at FORTUNA FUNERAL HOME,
7076 Brecksville Rd., Independence. At the request of
the family, memorial contributions may be made in
Joyce’s memory to St. John Nepomucene Parish. Ar-
rangements by Bican Bros. Funeral Home.

JAMES CIESLA
James Ciesla, age 75, passed away

December 29, 2023, peacefully with his
wife and three sons at his side. Beloved
Husband to Joanne Ciesla
(Abramowski). Dear Father to Jason,
Jonathan (Quentin), Jeffrey (Terra).
Grandfather to Ulices and Isabelle.
Brother of Jackie Adeen, Bob (de-
ceased), Michael, and Susan Walls. Stepbrother of Tina
Straka (deceased), Gary Likowski, Marty Likowski, Sue
Schuplinski, and Laurie Holmes. Former Mayor and 12-
year Council Member of the Village of Newburgh Heights.
He enjoyed gardening, golf, and the Cleveland Air Show.
He will be remembered in the lives of those he touched
and will be missed.

The family will receive friends on Sunday, Jan. 14,
2024, from 2-6 p.m., at Fortuna Funeral Home, 7076
Brecksville Rd., Independence, Ohio 44131. Everyone is
invited to a Mass of Christian Burial on Tuesday, Jan. 16,
2024, at 10:30 a.m. at St. John Nepomucene Church,
3785 Independence Rd., Cleveland, OH 44105. Inter-
ment St. Mary Cemetery in Cuyahoga Heights.

56 more fugitives arrested in 'Operation Clean Sweep'
Last Thursday Cleveland Mayor Justin M. Bibb and

Cleveland Police Chief Wayne Drummond announced
the results of “Operation Clean Sweep” – a multiweek
operation aimed at taking individuals wanted for violent
crimes from the streets of Cleveland. The Division of
Police partnered with multiple local, state and federal
agencies to arrest 56 individuals, ages 15 to 63, with
felony warrants throughout the city.

“My Administration’s top priority has been, currently is,
and always will be ensuring the safety of our community,”
said Mayor Bibb. “This operation is the latest example of
the power of partnerships – something we’ve been focused
on leveraging ever since launching my RISE initiative.
We are greater when we work together, and our commu-
nity is safer as a result.”

Between Nov. 28th and Dec. 20th, the operation netted
56 arrests for the following crimes:

15 - Felonious Assault Shootings
6  - Murder
6 - Grand Theft-Motor Vehicle / Aggravated Arson /

Aggravated Menacing
6 - Drug Trafficking
5 - Aggravated Robbery / Carjacking
5 - Domestic Violence / Strangulation
5 - Federal and/or State Parole Violations
4 - Aggravated Burglary
2 - Rape / Kidnapping
2 - Weapons Violations
“The Division of Police is consistently working to

maintain the safety and security of our community,” said
Chief Drummond. “As a direct result of this operation, we
were able to arrest many wanted fugitives in the city of
Cleveland."

“Operation Clean Sweep” was led by the Cleveland
Division of Police including the NICE Unit, Criminal
Gang Intelligence and Gang Impact Units, District Vio-
lence Crime Reduction Teams, Traffic Unit, K-9 Unit,
Chopper Unit, Real Time Crime Center, District Vice
Unit, Community Service Units, Cartel Gang Narcotics &
Laundering Task Force, Fugitive Unit, Safe Streets Gang
Task Force, Narcotics Unit, and SWAT Unit.

The Division collaborated with partners that included
the U.S. Marshals and its Northern Ohio Violent Fugitive
Task Force, the Federal Bureau of Investigation, and the
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives.

Marquette U.
Dean's List

Bella Ruffa of Indepen-
dence, Ohio, has been
named to the Dean's List for
the fall 2023 semester at
Marquette University in
Milwaukee, Wisconsin.
Ruffa is pursuing a Bachelor
of Science degree in ac-
counting.
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Library programs to highlight Eclipse
over CLE - an amazing natural wonder

By Jay Ryan

The world is full of natural wonders, some near and some far. The Grand Canyon is
a popular wonder way out West. Closer to Cleveland is Mammoth Cave, and Niagara
Falls is closer yet. But the most amazing natural wonder in the world is not on the
ground but in the sky - and it’s coming to Cleveland!

The total solar eclipse of Monday, April 8, 2024 will be an incredible sight, not seen
in the state of Ohio in over 200 years! The moon aligns with the sun and completely
blocks the bright sunlight. Night will fall over Cuyahoga County at 3:13 p.m.

Start your eclipse planning at EclipseOverCleveland.com, and attend my colorful,
informative and entertaining presentations over the winter at the Cuyahoga County
Public Library, including the Maple Heights branch on Thursday, Jan. 18, and the
Bedford branch on Saturday, Feb. 24. Registration is required. Go to
CuyahogaLibrary.org and search under Classes and Events to register.

Some people might think they’ve already seen a total eclipse of the sun from here in
Cleveland. But they’re mistaken. They haven’t seen anything like this before!

The moon becomes visible in the daytime sky, appearing as a velvety black silhouette,
surrounded by the solar corona. This is the wispy outer atmosphere of the sun, looking
like a spiderweb halo around the eclipsed sun, only seen during a total eclipse.

At the beginning of totality, the chromosphere is visible. This is the inner atmosphere
of the sun, a beautiful pink glow under the rim of the eclipsing moon. It’s common to
see prominences erupting in the chromosphere, gigantic pink solar storms many times
larger than the earth. According to NASA, the sun is presently very active, so many
prominences might be visible during the 2024 eclipse.

The chromosphere and prominences are visible at the very beginning and very end
of totality. So when they reappear, you’ll know that the 3 minutes and 50 seconds of
totality are almost up. And it’ll be the shortest 3 minutes and 50 seconds of your life!
These are among the wonders we can expect to see on Eclipse Day. So don’t miss out!
Make your eclipse plans now!

(Jay Ryan has been a space nerd since his childhood during the Apollo Moon missions of
the 1960s. He is a former contributor to Sky &Telescope magazine and has been popular-
izing astronomy since 1996. Jay has been a Neighborhood News reader since his youth in
the Warner Road neighborhood of Cleveland.)
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REAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATE
WANTEDWANTEDWANTEDWANTEDWANTED

REAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATE
WANTEDWANTEDWANTEDWANTEDWANTED

WANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUY WANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUY

Garfield Heights. Upstairs apart-
ment with a bonus floor. Main liv-
ing area contains eat-in kitchen,
dining room, 2 bedrooms, bath-
room and full living room. Bonus
floor is spacious, 11x40 area with
wa l k - i n  c l ose t .  $1 ,200 /mon th .
(216) 288-3858.

RENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENT

WANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUY

Seeking experienced Auto Techni-
cian/Mechanic. No weekends. M-
F 9-5. Must have diagnosing abil-
i ty ,  own tools ,  va l id  dr iver ’s  l i -
cense, transportation and be reli-
able. Pay range $15-25 per hour.
Full time/Part time available. Call
or text, (216) 214-8654.

HELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

FOR  SALEFOR  SALEFOR  SALEFOR  SALEFOR  SALE

FOR  SALEFOR  SALEFOR  SALEFOR  SALEFOR  SALE

RENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENT RENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENT

FOR  SALEFOR  SALEFOR  SALEFOR  SALEFOR  SALE

FOR  SALEFOR  SALEFOR  SALEFOR  SALEFOR  SALE

PERSONALSPERSONALSPERSONALSPERSONALSPERSONALS PERSONALSPERSONALSPERSONALSPERSONALSPERSONALS

RENT HOUSERENT HOUSERENT HOUSERENT HOUSERENT HOUSE RENT HOUSERENT HOUSERENT HOUSERENT HOUSERENT HOUSE

One bedroom, 1 bath, house for
rent in Garfield Heights. On a very
quiet  street.  $850/monthly.  Cal l
Bryan at (216) 978-8421.

Three bedroom, 1 bath. Garfield
Heights .  $1,250/month ly .  Newly
remodeled.  Cal l  Bryan at  (216)
978-8421.
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Neighbors on Duty to meet
Neighbors on Duty has scheduled its next meeting on

Wednesday, Jan. 10, at 6:30 p.m., at the Garfield Heights
Civic Center, 5407 Turney Rd. Guest speakers will in-
clude Cuyahoga County Sheriff Harold Pretel, Cuyahoga
County Prosecutor Mike O'Malley, Judge Sergio
DiGeronimo of the Garfield Heights Municipal Court,
Mayor Matt Burke and Cuyahoga County Council Presi-
dent Pernel Jones. GHPD will also offer updates.

Applebee's will sponsor food and beverages for those
attending. RSVP by calling Councilman Clifford Kelley,
216-253-0142, or visit neighborsonduty.org.

Bedford (Bedford Heights/Oakwood
Village) Branch Library

Here are some of the FREE programs coming up in
January at the Bedford Branch of the Cuyahoga County
Public Library, located at 70 Columbus Rd., Bedford,
Ohio 44146. For more information, or to register for
any program, please call 440-439-4997.

Kids Café -18 & younger, Monday-Friday, 3-4 p.m.
Kids ages 18 and under can get a FREE lunch provided
by the Greater Cleveland Food Bank, while supplies last.

Student Success Center -K-8, Monday-Thursday
(school days) 4-6:30 p.m. Since 2002, our FREE Student
Success Center’s program has helped thousands of stu-
dents in grades K–8 improve their grades and subject
comprehension. Student Success Centers are available at
10 branches. Students who participate in the program
receive homework assistance from trained tutors in the
following subjects: language arts, math, reading, science,
and social studies. MUST REGISTER

Internet Basics, Friday, Jan. 12, 10 a.m. Learn how to
use web browsers and search engines to navigate the
internet. This class will also discuss how to stay secure
while searching for and submitting information online.
Prerequisite: Computer Basics or experience using a
mouse. Classes start promptly! We cannot hold seats for
attendees who arrive after an in-person class has started.
Anyone not on the registration list will be given an
available seat on a first-come, first-served basis. MUST
REGISTER

Agility, Coordination and Brain Health -Adults, Satur-
day, Jan. 13, 11 a.m. A simple game of catch can boost

brain health in a variety of ways. Learn more about this
and other simple exercises to help hone hand-eye coor-
dination. Learn about resources to make game playing
easier as we age. MUST REGISTER

Winter Craft -Grades K-5, Saturday, Jan. 13, 2 p.m.
Join us for a winter craft. MUST REGISTER

Garfield Heights Branch Library
Here are some of the FREE programs available in

January at the Garfield Heights Branch of the Cuyahoga
County Public Library, 5409 Turney Rd. Call 216-475-
8178 to register or for more information.

Adult Programs
A Caregiver’s Guide to Finances Join us for this

presentation with the Alzheimer’s Association to learn the
financial aspects of caregiving and how to plan your
finances to avoid pitfalls. Monday, Jan. 15, 6:30-8 p.m.
Registration required.

Innovation Center Hands-On Help Bring in a project
you’re working on and get help from a staff member. A
previous Innovation Center orientation is required.
Wednesday, Jan. 17, 6-8 p.m.
Children & Families

Nutrition For Kids Come join the Cleveland Food
Bank to learn about the nutrition building blocks for
healthy kids! Monday, Jan. 8 & 22, 6-7 p.m.

Independence
Branch Library

Here are some of the FREE
programs being offered in
January  at the Indepen-
dence Branch of the
Cuyahoga County Public
Library, located at 6361 Selig
Dr., Independence. For
more information or to regis-

ter for any program, please call 216-447-0160.

Adult
Thursday Afternoon Book Discussion / No registra-

tion required. Please join us for a casual and lively book
discussion of "Klara and the Sun" by Kazuo Ishiguro. The
books will be available approximately one month before
the discussion date. Thursday, Jan. 18 / 2:15 p.m.

Teen
Easy Crepes-Ages 11-18 / Registration required. Learn

to make crepes at the library! To participate a RELEASE
FORM will need to be returned 1 week before the
program. Saturday, Jan. 13 / 2 p.m.
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