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12U Maple Heights Saints wins
Division II National Championship!

By Coach Dejuan Bridges

Last Friday, Dec. 8, in Orlando, Florida, the Maple Heights, Ohio Saints 12U
football team defeated the West Haven, Connecticut Seahawks 39-13 to win its first Pop
Warner National Championship in Saints program history.

Saints Head Coach Lewis Fitzpatrick retired from coaching after the National
Championship, ending his career with 30 straight victories without a defeat.

Led by team captains John Morris, Jr. and Emir Stevens, the Saints finished the fall
season a perfect 14-0 winning the Cleveland Muny Football Championship, Pop
Warner Regional Championship and the Pop Warner National Championship. The
Saints also competed in the 2023 Ohio Youth Spring League and won the Spring
Championship not allowing a single touchdown.

"Thanks go out to Coach Brett, Coach Foe, Coach Pollard, Coach Roy and Coach E
for all they have sacrificed for these kids to put them in position to succeed every week,"
said Head Coach Fitzpatrick.

Congratulation to the 2023 12U Maple Heights Saints football team for a successful
season and cementing its legacy with the Pop Warner National Championship.

Shown above in Orlando, Florida last week is Saints Head Coach Lewis Fitzpatrick
receiving the Pop Warner National Championship trophy as his team looks on.

Visit Our New & Improved Website:
theneighborhoodnews.com

NN
Holiday
Schedule

The last issue of the year
for The Neighborhood
News will be its Christmas
issue next Wednesday,
Dec. 20. There will be no
December 27th issue and
publication will resume on
Wednesday, Jan. 3.

The office will be closed
on Friday, Dec. 22, and
will reopen on Friday,
Dec. 29. The office will be
closed on New Year's Day,
Monday, Jan. 1. Dead-
lines for articles and ad-
vertising for the Jan. 3
issue will be extended to
Tuesday, Jan. 2, at noon.
This advance notice is
given so that those with
advertising and news items
can plan accordingly.

Skate with Santa in Garfield
Join us on Sunday, Dec. 17, at the Dan Kostel Recre-

ation Center, 5411 Turney Rd., Garfield Heights, from 2-
4 p.m., for the Annual Skate with Santa. There is a $5
admission for this special event which includes rental
skates if needed.

Santa will arrive at approximately 3 p.m. All children 12
& under must be accompanied by an adult and will receive
a treat as they leave the event, while supplies last.

Socks are mandatory if you wish to use Rec Center skates
– gloves and hats are highly recommended and previous
ice skating experience is helpful.

This event is sponsored by the Parks & Recreation
Department, Paul Birk, Sr., Director; Mary Nichols,
Coordinator.

Our Hockey season is in full swing now and The Dan
Kostel Ice Rink is Home Rink to Twinsburg, CVCA &
BBHHS High School hockey and many St. Ignatius
games & ASPO Sled Hockey.

Friday, Dec. 15 – St. Ignatius JV game at 7:45 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 16 – ASPO Sled Hockey game at 12:30 p.m.
Sunday, Dec. 17 – St. Ignatius varsity game at 7:15 p.m.
Check the web page for all the High School game

schedules
216-475-7272 – www.garfieldhts.org

Proposed income tax increase could
be on March ballot in Maple Heights

(Continued on Page 3)

By Judith Goldsworth
Maple Heights Council placed a resolution on first reading at its meeting last week

proposing a ballot issue for an increase in the municipal income tax rate from 2.5%
to 3% for a 10-year period. The added revenue would go to increase salaries and wages
for the city's police officers, firefighters and service department employees.

Council will hold a special meeting at 7 p.m. on Tuesday, Dec. 19, at Maple Heights
City Hall, 5353 Lee Rd., to vote again on the legislation and decide whether the issue
will appear on the ballot for the Tuesday, March 19th election, which is also the
Presidential Primary election in Ohio.

The resolution reads in part, "Despite 2021-2023 increases in the salaries and wages
of full time employees of the department of service, and full time employees of the
divisions of police and fire within the department of safety, which increases were the
first pay increases in nearly 10 years, these full time employees remain significantly
underpaid in relation to full time employees in surrounding Cuyahoga County
municipalities, resulting in the city having difficulty retaining these employees and
attracting new employees, thereby jeopardizing the health, welfare and safety of the
residents of the city."

"In order to retain and attract employees in these departments, it is necessary to
significantly increase their current salaries and wages, which the city cannot currently
do without an increase in revenues," the resolution further states.
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Ugly Sweater Meet 'n Greet
The Garfield Heights Ward 5 & Ward 7 Ugly Sweater

Meet 'n Greet will be held on Wednesday, Dec. 13, at 6:30
p.m., at the Garfield Heights Civic Center, 5407 Turney
Rd., hosted by Councilwomen Rachelle Tonsing and Jen
Newrones. Come and get to know your neighbors! For
more details, call 216-307-5211.

Prepare for Christmas
with Lights in the Heights!

Once again, Ss. Peter and Paul Catholic Church, 4750
Turney Rd., Garfield Heights; Garfield Heights United
Methodist Church, 4977 Turney Rd.; St. John Lutheran
Church, 11333 Granger Rd.; St. Therese Catholic Church,
5276 E. 105 St.; and St. Monica Catholic Church, 13623
Rockside Rd., will be shining brightly to celebrate the
birth of the Savior, Jesus Christ.

You may drive to the churches in any order beginning
at 6 p.m. and continuing until about 8 p.m. on Sunday,
December 17. Each church will be sharing a special gift
of some kind for you and your family. You may also stop
in and see how beautifully the churches are decorated for
the Christmas season. If you have questions, you may call
Karen at St. John, 216-587-4222.

(All information is preliminary and subject to change
pending investigation.)

Theft
On Dec. 1, an officer com-

pleted an online theft report
for a woman living at a home
in the 8200 block of Garfield
Blvd. She said two packages
were stolen from her prop-
erty the afternoon of Nov. 29.
The evening of Nov. 30, a
neighbor returned what was
left of them as they had been
opened and thrown into her
yard. There was nothing
missing from one package,
but the other was missing
about $200 worth of cloth-
ing. The photos showing
proof of delivery revealed the
driver had not put the pack-
ages in a secure location.

Child Neglect
On Nov. 30, at 9:55 p.m.,

police were dispatched to
an apartment on Valley
Lane Dr., for a report of a
17-year-old female being
bitten by a dog. On arrival a
squad rendered medical
care to the victim, who was
covered in blood with inju-
ries consistent with a dog
bite, with other dog bite
marks visible that GHFD
felt may have been older.
Police learned the incident
may have occurred earlier
in the day at around 2 p.m.
when the victim got home
from school. She was home
alone when the dog attacked
her. When her mother got
home at 9:55 p.m., and saw
her daughter had been bit-
ten she called 911. The dog
in question is a one-year-old
pit bull mix which the owner
had secured in a dog crate
inside the apartment prior
to police arrival. GHFD
advised her they were trans-
porting her daughter to
MetroHealth Medical Cen-
ter due to the severity of her

injuries. Report to be for-
warded to the Detective Bu-
reau.

Criminal Damage-
Residence

On Dec. 3, at about 10:12
p.m., a woman called police
and said she heard a loud
noise and then observed a
hole in her living room wall.
She said she was home with
her two juvenile children.
The officer began to investi-
gate the damage to the liv-
ing room wall and observed
it to be the exit area of a
round fired. Another hole
was on the opposite side of
the wall in the hallway and
an entry bullet hole in the
door of the front bedroom.
The officer did not see any
bullet holes that could have
come from outside the home
and concluded the gunshot
was caused by someone
within the home. Her son
told police he had a Glock
19 handgun and was ma-
nipulating it while sitting
on his bed. At some point
he accidentally depressed
the trigger and caused a
single round to fire into the
wall. He said he no longer
had the gun because he had
given it to another male by
handing it to him out of the
window. Report forwarded
to the Youth Bureau.

Theft
•On Dec. 3, at about 7:19

p.m., an officer responded
to the Sunoco station at 6009
Turney Rd., where a woman
told police she parked her
car at one of the pumps and
went inside the station.
When she left and pulled
into WalMart she noticed
her purse was missing. The
officer reviewed surveillance
video at Sunoco and ob-
served the complainant
walking to her car and drop-
ping her purse without no-
ticing. A few moments later
a tan Chevy Tahoe pulls
into the same pump the
complainant had been at. The
male driver notices a purse
on the ground near the pump,
points it out to his passenger,
who then exits the vehicle
and picks up the purse and
they both drive away.

•On Dec. 5, at 7:10 a.m.,
an officer arrived at the con-
venience store at 8808
Garfield Blvd., for a theft
that had just occurred. The
caller said a juvenile male
had taken two bags of chips
the day before and she ob-
served the same juvenile
come in that day and take
two more bags of chips. The
complainant confronted the
suspect, who then threw the
two bags of chips he had
taken onto a shelf in the
store. The complainant
blocked him from leaving
the store because she wanted
him to pay for the stolen
items from the day before.
He was able to push past her
and exited the store. The
complainant had a large
scrape on her left forearm
from him pushing her fore-
arm against the door frame.
He was identified as a stu-
dent at Garfield Heights
High School. Charges pend-
ing  with the Youth Bureau.
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Proposed income tax increase could be on March ballot in Maple Heights
(Continued from Page 1)

If council approves a separate ordinance that will actu-
ally put the issue on the ballot, and if residents subse-
quently vote for it, the income tax increase will begin on
July 1, 2024, and end June 30, 2034, according to the
legislation.

Mayor Annette Blackwell stated that the issue was brought
to her attention by Finance Director Tinita Tillman and
Law Director Frank Consolo, after negotiations among
the city's various unions.

"I'm sure you've heard the challenges that we've had in
recruiting safety officers," Blackwell said, adding that she
was "pleased and proud" to be able to swear in two new
police officers to the Maple Heights police department
recently. She said that the two new hires brought the
department's numbers to 30, when the size of the force
should be 41 officers.

She added that the voters of Maple Heights would
ultimately be the ones making the decision on the income
tax increase.

"As we review all the needs of the city, I am doing my
very, very best. But this is a hard decision to put this before
the people," Blackwell said.

City positions also on Dec. 19th agenda
Also on the agenda for the Dec. 19th meeting is an

ordinance amending previous salary legislation to add
and delete certain job positions in the Finance and
Human Services departments, and fixing the salary for
these positions.

According to the legislation, which was placed on first
reading, Tillman advised council's Finance Committee
and the Committee of the Whole that she wants to
eliminate the positions of Payroll Coordinator and Pur-
chasing Agent from the salary ordinance, and add the
position of Finance Specialist with a salary range of
$40,000 to $65,873.60.

Also, Blackwell and the city's Human Resources Depart-
ment "desire to eliminate the job position of Recreation
Programs Coordinator, Human Services Coordinator,
and Food Service Aide from the salary ordinance, and to
add the position of Human Services Program Manager
with a salary range of $30,000 to $65,873.60."

Stating that they wished to perform their due diligence
before taking further action, District 1 Councilman Stafford
Shenett and District 5 Councilwoman Tanglyn Madden
voted no on passing the legislation on emergency, result-
ing in a 4 yes-2 no vote. District 7 Councilwoman Edwina
Agee was excused from last week's meeting. Since 5 yes
votes were needed to pass the legislation on emergency,
this resulted in the first reading, Council President Ron
Jackson stated.

On agenda
Council approved a motion to waive the requirements of

the charter and move the official swearing-in of newly
elected city officials on Wednesday, Jan. 3, 2024, from
the Maple Heights Senior Center, the usual location of
council meetings, to Maple Heights High School, 1
Mustang Way, starting at 7 p.m.

Passed were the following pieces of legislation:
•Resolution for the city to enter into a Member Commu-

nity Infrastructure Grant Program Agreement with the
Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer District for the South-
western Sanitary Sewer District #2 Improvements Project
(design only), involving $409,590.60 in funding. Also, a
resolution for the city to enter into a MCIP Agreement
with the NEORSD for the Southwest Sewer Repairs Phase
2 Project in Maple Heights (construction upgrades),
involving $1,467,000 in funding.

•Resolution authorizing a change order for Specialized
Construction, Inc., decreasing the contract by $166,395.39,
for the 2022 Roadway Repair Program.

•Resolution authorizing a change order for Set In Stone
Contracting, LLC, to increase the contract by $18,441.53,
for the 2023 Concrete Roadway Repair Program.

•Resolution contracting with Senior Transportation
Connection to conduct the day-to-day call center and
scheduling operations of the city's Senior Transit opera-
tions for 2024, in the amount of $1,350 per month.

•Accepting the quote by Precision Pump, Inc., not to
exceed $267,805.75, for installation of an above-ground
15,000-gallon storage tank at the service department.

•Resolution accepting a quote by Henderson Products,
Inc., for upfitting the city's Freightliner Truck with snow and
ice control equipment package in the amount of $121,204.

Announcements
Police Chief Todd Hansen said that the annual "Shop

With A Cop" program, in which officers take youngsters
on a holiday shopping spree, will be held on Saturday,
Dec. 16. Tickets for a drawing to help fund the program
are available anytime at the police station, 5373 Lee Rd.

Councilman Richard Trojanski announced that on Dec.
16, there will be a Coat Drive for children ages 5-10, from
11:30 a.m. to 2 p.m., at the Maple Heights Branch Library.

Human Services Director Linda Vopat announced that
the Ohio Home Energy Assistance Program would have
representatives on site at the Senior Center on Wednes-
day, Dec. 20, from 10 a.m. to noon, to help residents
seeking assistance on utility bills.
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DONALD SUCKOW
Donald “Don” William Suckow, 62, of

Union, KY passed away peacefully on
Saturday, Dec. 9, 2023, at his home
surrounded by family. He was born
Oct. 17, 1961 in Cleveland, OH to
Charles and Helen Suckow (nee Liptak).

is survived by his loving wife of 37 plus years, Patty
Suckow, his beloved children, Ryan and Alex Suckow,
his loving mother, Helen Suckow, his dear siblings:
Debbie (Jamie) Burns and David (Dorothy) Sueko, many
cousins, nieces, nephews and the many, many people
who knew him as “Uncle Don.”

A memorial visitation will be held for Don on Friday,
Dec. 15, 2023 from 3 p.m. until 7 p.m. at Linnemann
Funeral Home, 1940 Burlington Pike, Burlington, KY
41005. A memorial service will be held immediately
following at 7 p.m. at the funeral home.

In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions can be made
in honor of Don to St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital
at 501 St. Jude Place, Memphis, TN 38105.

He was preceded in death by his
father, Charles “Chuck” Suckow. Don

Honored with Freedom
Awards at Nationalities
Christmas luncheon

The American Nationalities Movement of Ohio held its
annual Christmas Party Luncheon last Saturday at Holy
Spirit Party Center in Parma, and honored several digni-
taries with the Movement's Freedom Award for their
outstanding service.

Freedom Award winner James P. Trakas is an Indepen-

Shown above holding their Freedom Awards are, from
left: James P. Trakas; American Nationalities Movement
President Ralph J. Perk, Jr.; State Senator Matt Dolan;
former Freedom Award winner Tony Brancatelli; and
Archbishop Timothy P. Broglio.    Photo by Elena Psenicka

dence councilman and owns American Online Learning
Center, a program dedicated to helping people through
probation and diversion programs, and Online Two
Point Driving Classes, awaiting state approval for point
reductions on licenses.

Archbishop Timothy P. Broglio was also celebrated with
the Freedom Award. Over the years he has served in
various capacities around the world in his work with the
Catholic Church. He is currently president of the United
States Conference of Catholic Bishops. In the past he has
served as secretary of the Conference, chairman of the
Committee on International Law and Church Gover-
nance and Religious Freedom and International Justice
and Peace.

Ohio State Senator Matt Dolan was the third Freedom
Award honoree at Saturday's luncheon. He is currently
serving his second term in the Ohio Senate, representing
portions of Cuyahoga County. He is currently a partner in
the law firm of Thrasher, Dinsmore & Dolan, and is a
former Chief Assistant Prosecutor for Geauga County and
Assistant Attorney General for the State of Ohio. Dolan
also served three terms in the Ohio House of Representa-
tives for the 98th House District.

G.H. Block Watch Event
The Garfield Heights Ward 7 Block Watch meeting and

Christmas Party, sponsored by Councilwoman Jenn
Newrones, will take place Thursday, Dec. 21, at 7 p.m.,
in the cafeteria of St. Benedict School, 13633 Rockside
Rd.

Attendees are asked to bring a gift-wrapped tree orna-
ment and a side dish or goodies to share. All are welcome.
For more information, contact Gail, 216-662-9213.
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G.H. Council passes 15 items at final meeting of 2023
By Ellen Psenicka

The last Garfield Heights Council meeting of the year,
barring a special meeting which could be called, was held
Monday night and saw members passing a total of 15
ordinances and resolutions on its voluminous agenda.

The final meeting of the year was originally scheduled
for Monday, Dec. 25, but was cancelled as city offices are
closed for the Christmas holiday.

The following emergency ordinances and resolutions
were passed at Monday's meeting:

•Making final appropriations for expenditures during
the fiscal year ending Dec. 31, 2023.

•Making appropriations for current expenditures for
the fiscal year ending Dec. 31, 2024.

•Authorizing the sale and disposal of various snow plow
equipment no longer needed by the city.

•Amending and supplementing the city's plan of clas-
sification and compensation of nonunion pay positions,
and providing a raise of 2.25% for all full-time and part-
time non-union employees (excluding seasonal), to be
effective the first pay period of the fiscal year 2024.

•Directing the mayor to execute Memorandums of
Understanding between the city and the Fraternal Order
of Police, Lodge 67, sergeants and above, regarding
vacation days, sick days and longevity increases.

•Directing the mayor to execute Memorandums of
Understanding between the city and the Ohio Patrolmen's
Benevolent Association (patrolmen), regarding vacation
days, sick leave and longevity increases.

•Directing the mayor to execute Memorandums of Under-
standing between the city and Garfield Heights Firefighters,
Local 340, International Association of Firefighters, regard-
ing longevity increases and vacation time.

•Directing the mayor to execute Memorandums of
Understanding between the city and AFSCME Local 729
and Ohio Council 8, AFL-CIO, regarding longevity
increases, sick leave and vacation time.

•Directing the mayor to execute Memorandums of
Understanding between the city and Fraternal Order of
Police, Ohio Labor Council, Inc. (safety dispatchers),
regarding longevity increases, sick leave and vacation
time.

•Directing the mayor to execute Memorandums of
Understanding between the city and Fraternal Order of
Police, Ohio Labor Council, Inc. (jailers and jail com-
mander), regarding longevity increases, vacation time
and sick leave.

•Authorizing the mayor to apply for the Ohio Office of
Criminal Justice Services Violent Crime Reduction Grant
Program for 2024, for software and equipment and
staffing at the Garfield Heights Police Department.

•Ratifying the appointment by the mayor of Pamela
Wilkes, Frank Leone and Joyce Tubbs as members of the
Zoning Board of Appeals through Dec. 2028.

•Ratifying the appointment by the mayor of Edward
Stanzeski as a member of the city's Civil Service Commis-
sion through Dec. 31, 2029.

Christmas Concert
A Christmas Concert will be held on Sunday, Dec. 17,

at 6 p.m., at St. Martin of Tours Church, 14600 Turney
Rd., Maple Heights. Singer Raine Austen and other local
talent will be featured. All are welcome.

Nominate your favorite G.H.
holiday home lighting displays

Nominations are being accepted for the annual Garfield
Heights Residential Lighting Contest. Submit addresses
of your favorite displays to: psalemi@garfieldhts.org or stop
by the Garfield Heights Civic Center and pick up a nomina-
tion form. Nominations are being accepted through Dec.
20. For information, call 216-475-1100, ext. 2425.

Churches asked to send
in their holiday services

Churches across The Neighborhood News readership
area are encouraged to email their Christmas Eve and
Christmas Day service schedules for free inclusion in the
paper's Wednesday, Dec. 20th issue.  Deadline is Friday,
Dec. 15th. NN email address is: nnews1923@aol.com.
All religious denominations who celebrate with special
services this time of year are also welcome to participate.
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REAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATE
WANTEDWANTEDWANTEDWANTEDWANTED

REAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATE
WANTEDWANTEDWANTEDWANTEDWANTED

HELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTED HELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

WANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUY WANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUY

Garfield Heights. Upstairs apart-
ment with a bonus floor. Main liv-
ing area contains eat-in kitchen,
dining room, 2 bedrooms, bath-
room and full living room. Bonus
floor is spacious, 11x40 area with
wa l k - i n  c l ose t .  $1 ,200 /mon th .
(216) 288-3858.

RENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENT

FOR  SALEFOR  SALEFOR  SALEFOR  SALEFOR  SALE FOR  SALEFOR  SALEFOR  SALEFOR  SALEFOR  SALE

FOR  SALEFOR  SALEFOR  SALEFOR  SALEFOR  SALEFOR  SALEFOR  SALEFOR  SALEFOR  SALEFOR  SALE

WANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUY

RENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENT

57th/Harvard area. One and two
bedroom apartments. Clean! Up-
dated. Driveway parking. $575 -
$625 p lus  secur i ty  depos i t .  No
pets. Leave message, (440) 669-
9300.

ADVERTISE! Call 216-441-2141.

Seeking experienced Auto Techni-
cian/Mechanic. No weekends. M-
F 9-5. Must have diagnosing abil-
i ty ,  own tools ,  va l id  dr iver ’s  l i -
cense, transportation and be reli-
able. Pay range $15-25 per hour.
Full time/Part time available. Call
or text, (216) 214-8654.

HELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTED
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