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Shown from left are those who spoke during a short program at the NN’s
Anniversary Party Sunday. They are, from left: Former Cleveland Ward 12
Councilman Tony Brancatelli, Maple Heights Mayor Annette Blackwell, NN Editor
Ellen Psenicka, Retired Judge Ralph J. Perk, Jr., NN graphic artist Mary Malisiak,
NN Publisher Elena Psenicka, Kelly Woodard from the office of Cuyahoga County
Executive Chris Ronayne, Pat Salemi representing the city of Garfield Heights, and
Ed Rybka, former Cleveland councilman and cabinet member in the administrations
of Jane Campbell and Frank Jackson.  Photo by Roy Henderson

WHAT A PARTY!!!!
By Ellen Psenicka

Over 150 guests and dignitaries from all over the southeast Cleveland communities
converged on Klima Gardens in Cuyahoga Heights Sunday to celebrate the 100th
Anniversary of The Neighborhood News.

With free picnic fare, a beautiful venue, enthusiastic guests, the kind words offered in
speeches by longtime friends of the paper on a beautiful early autumn day, it was the
perfect way to celebrate a century of publication.

Attendees especially enjoyed the balloon art of  Joycelyn Hanson, who thrilled the
kids and adults alike with her magical creations as well as facepainting.

NN Publisher Elena Psenicka, Editor Ellen Psenicka and Office Manager/Graphic
Artist Mary Malisiak wish to extend their heartfelt appreciation to Cuyahoga Heights
Mayor Jack Bacci for offering the lovely space at Klima Gardens for the event and all
those who made our party so memorable.

They include speakers Mayor Annette Blackwell of Maple Heights, former Cleveland
Ward 12 Councilmen Ed Rybka and Tony Brancatelli (who both held other important
positions in Cleveland government), former Cleveland Ward 15 Councilman and
retired Judge Ralph J. Perk, Jr. and Kelly Woodward representing Cuyahoga County
Councilman Chris Ronayne.

One of the many highlights of the afternoon was a proclamation from Garfield Heights
Mayor Matt Burke, presented by city representative Pat Salemi, honoring The
Neighborhood News for its 100 years and proclaiming Tuesday, Sept. 26, (its actual
100-year anniversary date) as “The Neighborhood News Day” throughout the City of
Garfield Heights.

And very special thanks to all our friends and family who came from far and wide to
share in the once-in-a century landmark and to our newspaper readers whose friendship
and appreciation of The Neighborhood News over the years has meant more than mere
words can express. We love you all!

Visit Our New & Improved Website:
theneighborhoodnews.com

  (See more party pictures on Page 5)

Police arrest 3 in Langton Ave. shootings
Three males, all age 22, were each charged with three counts of felonious assault in

connection with an incident on Langton Ave., near E. 111 St., in Garfield Heights, last
Thursday afternoon in which a father and his six-month old baby girl were shot.

Last word was that the father and daughter were both hospitalized in stable condition.
Charged in the shootings were Khayree Sullivan, Marvin Bell and Kameren White, all

of Garfield Heights. They were bound over to the county with bond set at $2 million
each.

Garfield Heights Chief of Staff Jeff Jerome spoke of the shootings at Monday night's
council meeting in response to concerns of a resident and stressed the incident wasn't
random and that all suspects were in custody.

He said a man and woman were walking down Langton about 4:45 p.m., on Sept. 21,
with the dad holding the baby, when a car with three men pulled up to them and an
argument ensued.

Jerome said there had been a longstanding disagreement between the man shot and
one or more of the individuals in the car since their high school days. He said both the
victim and the suspects believed all were armed and shots were fired from the car and
hit the victim in the left hip and his daughter in an unspecified location.

The male victim was transported to Marymount Hospital, along with his baby. The
male victim was treated for his injury and the baby was LifeFlighted to MetroHealth
Medical Center and is currently hospitalized.

Jerome said the situation was contained almost immediately by Garfield Heights
police. They surrounded a house where the suspects were said to be located and they
all came out and were arrested without incident.

G.H. Council passes more legislation
on transformation of Garfield Boulevard

By Ellen Psenicka

An emergency ordinance was passed at Monday night's meeting of Garfield Heights
Council to enter into a Project Development Agreement with Cuyahoga County and the
Cleveland Metroparks for the rehabilitation and maintenance of Garfield Blvd.

The proposed rehabilitation project would transform Garfield Blvd. into a "Complete
Street" by removing excess roadway which would allow for space for stormwater
management infrastructure, green infrastructure and a multi-use trail connecting the
Metroparks' Towpath Trail from Warner Rd. to the Garfield Park Reservation down
Garfield Blvd.

Also at the meeting was an official with Kokosing
Materials, Inc., David Gregg, (pictured in photo at right
with Council President Tom Vaughn) who presented the
city with a check for $6300 for the city's Food Bank. Each
year Kokosing participates in a food drive for various
pantries throughout the state to provide for those in need.
This is their 15th annual event.

The following legislation was also passed at Monday's
meeting:

•Amending the codified ordinances of the city in order
to raise the registration fee for city contractors from $75
to $125, effective Jan. 1, 2024.

David Gregg & Tom
Vaughn

•Purchasing a 2023 single axle snow and ice control equipment package (dump body)
from Henderson Products, Inc. to complete a new salt truck for the Service Department,
at a cost not to exceed $101,000.

•Purchasing and having installed one chiller (cooling water circulation device) for the
Garfield Heights Justice Center from Carrier Commercial Service at a cost not to exceed
$140,000.

(Continued on Page 4)
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(All information is preliminary and subject to change
pending investigation.)

Traffic Offense-Fleeing
On Aug. 28, at about 10:30 p.m., officers were advised

that a white Kia sedan was traveling south on Turney Rd.
near Granger Rd., and was stolen out of Cleveland. An
officer pulled behind the Kia on Turney Rd., as it turned
west onto Bradwell Rd., and began to accelerate. The
officer activated his emergency lights and sirens to con-
duct a traffic stop but the Kia sped away. The vehicle was
occupied by 4-5 individuals who were wearing ski masks.
The Kia got onto I-480 west and continued north on I-77.
The pursuit was terminated on I-77 north near the
Opportunity Corridor.

Recovered Stolen Auto
On Aug. 31, at about 2:17 a.m., police were radioed that

a stolen white Kia Sportage was seen on Flock entering
Garfield Heights westbound on Rockside Rd., from
Maple Heights. MHPD informed GHPD officers that the
Kia was last seen taking a northbound turn onto Monica
Ln. Police found the car parked on Eastwood Blvd., with

a black male wearing a red hoodie and blue jeans walking
away from it. Police turned around to check on the
vehicle, which was confirmed stolen out of Indepen-
dence, but once they returned to the area, the black male
was gone. Independence police arrived on scene to
process the vehicle and decided to attempt to track the
suspect, but with no success.

Drug Abuse
On Sept. 17, about 6:11 a.m., police responded to I-480

West near Transportation Blvd., for a report of a disabled
vehicle in the median. They found a Jeep Patriot with
heavy front end damage in the grassy area off the roadway.
Then they saw a man run across the highway back towards
the vehicle. The man told officers he was driving the Jeep
on I-480 East and fell asleep at the wheel causing him to
run off the road on the left and strike a light pole. Police
did not notice any signs of impairment and let him get
some things out of his car and wait for his ride to come.
When police conducted an inventory of the car they
found two glass pipes commonly used to smoke meth and
another one used for smoking marijuana and about eight
grams of suspected marijuana. At this time the driver was
placed in handcuffs and put in the rear of the cruiser. He
admitted to having taken a gun out of his car when getting
his possessions. Police also found 2.5 grams of a sub-
stance they believed to be meth. The suspect was placed
under arrest for drug possession and drug abuse instru-
ments, and issued a traffic citation for failure to control.

Bedford (Bedford Heights/Oakwood
Village) Branch Library

Here are some of the FREE programs coming up in
October at the Bedford Branch of the Cuyahoga County
Public Library, located at 70 Columbus Rd., Bedford,
Ohio 44146. For more information, or to register for
any program, please call 440-439-4997.

Kids Café -18 & younger, Monday-Friday, 3-4 p.m.
Kids ages 18 and under can get a FREE lunch.

Student Success Center -K-8th grade, Monday-Thurs-
day (school days) 4-6:30 p.m. Since 2002, our FREE
Student Success Center’s program has helped thousands
of students in grades K–8 improve their grades and
subject comprehension. Student Success Centers are avail-
able at 10 branches. Students who participate in the
program receive homework assistance from trained tutors
in the following subjects: language arts, math, reading,
science and social studies. MUST REGISTER

Teen Tuesday -Grades 6-12, Tuesday, Oct. 3, 3:30
p.m. Join us after school for fun activities for teens!

Family Storytime -All ages with caregiver, Tuesdays,
Oct. 3, 10, 17, 24, 31, 6 p.m. Join us in the evening for
a relaxing selection of stories, songs and fingerplays. 

Understanding and Responding to Dementia -Adults,
Tuesday, Oct. 3, 7 p.m. Designed for caregivers of
people living with Alzheimer’s disease, this presentation
will help decode dementia-based behavior and explore
helpful strategies. MUST REGISTER

VolunTEENS -Grades 6-12, Wednesday, Oct. 4, 6
p.m. Have fun, make friends and earn volunteer hours
while helping others in your community.
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Proposed bond issue on Nov. ballot in Bedford for new school buildings
By Judith Goldsworth

If approved by voters in the Bedford City School District, a bond issue on the
November ballot will raise more than $161 million towards new construction and
upgrades to school facilities over the next several years, a district official said at the
Bedford Council meeting on Sept. 18.

Tad Ellsworth, Executive Director of Operations for the school district, said that if the
9.9-mill bond issue is approved on Tuesday, Nov. 7, property owners in the school
district, which includes the communities of Bedford, Bedford Heights, Walton Hills
and Oakwood Village, would pay about 95 cents a day per every $100,000 worth of
appraised valuation of their home.

Ellsworth made a presentation at the meeting to provide information on the bond
issue. He stated that the oldest building in the district is Central School on Washington
St., which is 114 years old, and the newest building is Heskett School on Perkins Rd.,
in Bedford Heights, which is 58 years old. The average age of buildings in the district
is 74 years old.

The results of a state facilities study, which was released by the district, estimated that
$174 million would have to be spent in the next 10 years just to keep the doors open,
and the same study estimated that the cost of bringing the aging school buildings up
to date to accommodate advancements in education and technology would be about
$224 million.

To address the problem of aging school buildings, the new Building a Brighter Future
Community Committee was started, comprising about 50 people in the district,
including parents, staff, business owners and other interested individuals.

Ellsworth said the committee, with the assistance of the architectural firm the GPD
Group, came up with a Master Plan, which includes building a new high school on the
site of the present Bedford High School on Northfield Rd., with expanded career and
technical education opportunities, including cosmetology, visual communication,
graphic design, engineering and biotechnology.

A new 6th-8th grade school would be built on the site of the former St. Peter Chanel
High School (now demolished) on Northfield Rd. There are plans to build the new
Administration facilities on the Chanel site as well; building a new Pre-K-2nd grade
school with expanded preschool opportunities on the Heskett site; and repurposing the
existing Heskett School for 3rd-5th grade students. In this way, the six current
buildings in the district will be reduced to four, Ellsworth stated.

The Bedford School Board met over the summer months and reviewed the Master
Plan, and subsequently voted to place the 9.9-mill bond issue on the November ballot,
Ellsworth said, explaining that if it passes, the district would be eligible for 21% in state
funding towards the plan, a little over $32 million of state money, in addition to the
school money. However, this is a limited time opportunity offered by the state
necessitating the accelerated timeline, he said.

The proceeds of the bond issue can only be used for the construction of new facilities

and preparation of sites, Ellsworth said. "It cannot be used for salary and benefits. It
is not an operating levy. This is purely for the construction of new facilities."

Post 309 Stuffed Peppers Dinner
American Legion Post 309, 15521 Broadway Ave., Maple Heights, will hold a Stuffed

Peppers Dinner on Wednesday, Sept. 27, from 4 to 7 p.m. The menu includes two
stuffed peppers, mashed potatoes, gravy, glazed carrots, salad, bread/butter and
dessert. Open to the public, dine-in or carry-out. $12 dinner donation. Call the Post
to reserve orders, 216-662-7768.

Legislation
Council passed an ordinance at the meeting authorizing City Manager Mike Mallis

to enter into a contract with Assured Partners Ohio, LLC, for CyberRisk liability
insurance provided by Travelers Bond and Specialty Insurance "to mitigate any cyber
attacks the city may experience," at a cost of $31,638 for a one-year policy. Finance
Director Jennifer Howland said this is a renewal of the city's existing policy and has
increased 1 1/2% from the previous year.

An ordinance to enact a new chapter of the codified ordinances, "Video Surveillance
Systems for Apartment Complexes," would require apartment complexes to install video
surveillance systems and provide access to the videos to Bedford Police. It was placed
on first reading for further discussion.

A motion to rename and dedicate the current Interstate Park in the city as "Bill
Cosgrove Park" was also placed on first reading.

Announcements

Children's Fall Fest will be held on Saturday, Oct. 7, on the Bedford Commons,
beginning at 9 a.m., Mallis said.

Union Street residents complained of multiple car accidents involving wrecked
guardrails in front of their homes and damage to their property. Mallis said he would
discuss a possible resolution of the issue with residents.
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Garfield Blvd. legislation
(Continued from Page 1)

•A Final Resolution enacted by the city of Garfield
Heights, in cooperation with the Ohio Department of
Transportation, for the improvements to Antenucci Blvd.,
with the city assuming 100% of the entire cost of the
improvements within the city limits, less the amount of
federal aid funds set aside by the Director of Transporta-
tion for the financing of this improvement from funds
allocated by the Federal Highway Administration, U.S.
Department of Transportation.

The city's ultimate share of the cost will be calculated
when final actual costs and allocations are determined.

•Placing a temporary moratorium on the establishment
of family cemeteries within the city. The city currently has
no established zoning regulations or codified regulations
regarding family cemeteries. Council wishes to consider
if family cemeteries should be permitted in Garfield
Heights, and, if so, the proper zoning and codified
regulations to put in place.

•Applying for grant funding for Title III grant funds
through the Western Reserve Area Agency on Aging for
the Senior Center's congregate and home-delivered meals
for the years 2024 and 2025.

The next regular council meeting will be held on
Monday, Oct. 9.

Cavaliers to build sports performance center
downtown which would house its training facility

Internet coming for CLE
residents at $18 a month

Cleveland City Council passed legislation Monday night
allowing the city to enter into agreements with DigitalC
for the deployment of a citywide broadband network and
to provide related equipment and services to Cleveland
residents.

Council members, including Utilities Chair Brian Kazy,
had amended the legislation to ensure that the funding is
only approved based on performance. DigitalC must meet
annual performance-based metrics in signing up custom-
ers and keeping them before receiving funding each year.

Council had set aside $20 million in revenue recovery
funding about two years ago to tackle the digital divide in
Cleveland.

Cleveland Council President Blaine A. Griffin and
Councilman Kerry McCormack are celebrating the an-
nouncement from the Cleveland Cavaliers last Thursday
about creating the first-of-its-kind sports performance
center and training facility in downtown Cleveland.

For many years the current training center for the
Cavaliers has been on Brecksville Rd. in Independence.

“The creation of the Cleveland Clinic Global Peak Perfor-
mance Center downtown is exciting, and putting it at the
Cuyahoga Riverfront helps anchor it as it transitions into an
energized Cleveland neighborhood,” said Griffin. “It builds
on the city’s great strength in having the esteemed Cleveland
Clinic as a partner as well as incorporating the city and
Bedrock’s vision for the river front.”

Councilman McCormack, who represents the neighbor-
hood, said the location is superb and builds additional
energy in downtown, which has become more than the

business center of the city but a residential neighborhood.
Independence Mayor Greg Kurtz said in last week's

Mayor's Update email that, "I value the working relation-
ship we have developed over the years and the significant
investment the organization has made in the City of
Independence. The team’s decision to invest in our
community and establish its training facility on Brecksville
Road has enriched our community."

He said the city of Independence looks forward to
maintaining its collaborative, long-standing relationship
with the Cleveland Cavaliers for the foreseeable future.

"The Cavs strategic plan for this global project will
require several years of planning and construction. It also
presents new opportunities for the city to consider," Kurtz
concluded.

State of Indy Address
Independence Mayor Gregory Kurtz will present the 2023

State of the City Address and Luncheon at noon on Friday,
Oct. 6, at the Independence Civic Center, 6363 Selig Blvd.
Registration deadline for the event is Friday, Sept. 29.

The State of the City Address and Luncheon is open to
all ages and is free to Independence residents. Non-
residents can register to attend for $5. To reserve your
seat, please call the Community Services Department at
216-524-7373.

Get info on small business
grants at G.H. meeting

The city of Garfield Heights and NOPEC will be hosting
an informational meeting and brunch for small business
owners on Friday, Oct. 6, from 10 a.m. - 12 p.m., at the
Garfield Heights Civic Center, 5407 Turney Rd.

At the meeting business owners will learn about energy
efficiency grants and low interest rate financing programs
available to small businesses. Other topics to be discussed
include the benefits of getting an energy audit and tax
credits and incentives available to small businesses.  For
more information and to RSVP to attend, visit nopec.org/
InfoMeeting.
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Photos by Roy Henderson and Elena Psenicka

NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS 100TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION!!
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RENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENT

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 27, 2023

WANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUY

RENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENT

57th/Harvard area. One and two
bedroom apartments. Clean! Up-
dated. Driveway parking. $640 -
$680 plus security deposit. No pets.
Leave message, (440) 669-9300.

REAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATE
WANTEDWANTEDWANTEDWANTEDWANTED

REAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATE
WANTEDWANTEDWANTEDWANTEDWANTED

HELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

HELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

Compact half duplex, first floor on
Lansing. One bedroom, one bath-
room, kitchen, living room. Sepa-
rate entrance. Driveway parking.
$450 per month plus security de-
posit. Call Chris, (440) 376-2114.

One bedroom, one bath, house for
rent in Garfield Heights. On a very
quiet  s t reet .  $900/monthly.  Cal l
Bryan at (216) 978-8421.

Advertise your rental in The N.N.
Call (216) 441-2141 9am-5pm.

SALE PETSSALE PETSSALE PETSSALE PETSSALE PETS

YARD SALEYARD SALEYARD SALEYARD SALEYARD SALE

WANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUY

GARAGE SALEGARAGE SALEGARAGE SALEGARAGE SALEGARAGE SALE

FOR  SALEFOR  SALEFOR  SALEFOR  SALEFOR  SALE

Friday, Saturday, Sunday; Sept.
29 - October 1, 9am-5pm. 7917
Fo rce  Ave . ,  C leve land .  App l i -
ances, clothes, tools, misc.

WANT TO RENTWANT TO RENTWANT TO RENTWANT TO RENTWANT TO RENT

Looking for a furnished room to rent
in the Garfield Hts., Independence,
S lav ic  V i l lage,  Nor th  Broadway
area.  Must  be on bus l ine.  Cal l
(216) 298-7499.

RENT HOUSERENT HOUSERENT HOUSERENT HOUSERENT HOUSE

SALE PETSSALE PETSSALE PETSSALE PETSSALE PETS

Multi-family sale. Saturday, Sep-
tember 30, 9am-5pm. Something
for everyone! 12002 Willard Ave.,
Garfield Heights.

Thursday, October 5th, 9am-7pm.
13121 Dar l ington Ave. ,  Garf ie ld
Heights. Teacher items, women’s
plus-size and boys to size 10 cloth-
ing.

FOR  SALEFOR  SALEFOR  SALEFOR  SALEFOR  SALE

FOR  SALEFOR  SALEFOR  SALEFOR  SALEFOR  SALE FOR  SALEFOR  SALEFOR  SALEFOR  SALEFOR  SALE

Auto Mechanic - installing trans-
missions. Experienced. Must have
transportation and tools. 40 hour
work week. Good pay. (216) 477-
5915.



THE NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS PAGE 8WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 27, 2023

State Representative Darnell Brewer
Endorses Democrats Donahue and Smith

for Garfield Heights City Council
State Representative Darnell T. Brewer, District 18, has endorsed Ward 2 Demo-

cratic Councilman Charles Donahue, Jr. and Ward 3 Democratic Council Candidate
Mark Smith in the November 7th General Election. Representative Brewer stated, “I
am proud to endorse new Leadership, as well as retaining a strong determined voice
on the Garfield Heights City Council.”

In Ward 2, Councilman Charles Donahue is a consistent voice for the residents of
Ward 2 on the Garfield City Council. Councilman Donahue has the proven
leadership and is committed to serving the needs of the residents in Ward 2.
Councilman Charles Donahue, Jr. has worked hard as your City Council Represen-
tative and deserves your vote for Re-Election in Ward 2.

In Ward 3, Democratic Candidate Mark Smith will be a welcoming and new voice to the
residents of Ward 3. Pastor Mark Smith will be able to provide the much-needed
leadership that the residents of Ward 3 deserve and will be an Advocate and a strong Voice
for all the residents of Ward 3. The residents of Ward 3 should elect Democrat Mark Smith
as their Councilman – Mark Smith is the right choice for City Council, Ward 3.

“I am proud to offer my support and endorsement to Ward 2 Councilman Charles
Donahue and Ward 3 candidate Pastor Mark Smith.”

REP. DARNELL T. BREWER
OHIO HOUSE REPRESENTATIVE
DISTRICT 18

Paid for by Friends of Mark Smith

Happy
Birthday,

Mary!

Happy Birthday wishes
go out today to Neigh-
borhood News staffer
Mary Malisiak, who is cel-
ebrating her big day on
our actual publication
date, Sept. 27.

Mary has been the sunny
voice that greets NN
phone callers and the
smiling face that wel-
comes customers to the
Garfield Blvd. office for
over 40 years. (She does
other things, too!)

Love and birthday
wishes to Mary today and
all the year through.

More local library news

TEEN
Scary Makeup Effects / Registration required. Ever

wonder how to do scary, creepy special effect makeup
looks? Join makeup artist Katie Lane for a demonstration.
Tuesday, Oct. 3 / 7 p.m.

Maple Heights Branch Library
Here are a few of the FREE programs being offered in

October at the Maple Heights Branch of the Cuyahoga
County Public Library, located at 5225 Library Lane,
Maple Hts. For more information or to register, please
call 216-475-5000.

Adults
Movies @ Maple - "Casablanca:" Oct. 6 - 2 p.m.; "To

Catch a Thief:" Oct. 13 - 2 p.m.; "Haunted Mansion:" Oct.
21 - 2 p.m.; "Fast X:" Oct. 25 - 6 p.m.

Children and Families
Tween Yoga, Mondays, Oct. 2, 16, 23, 30 - 3:30 p.m.

Grades 4 – 8. Build strength, flexibility and mindfulness
with yoga instructor Dianne Williams. Registration Re-
quired. 

Little Yogis, Wednesdays, Oct. 4, 11, 18, 25 - 4:30 p.m.
Grades K – 3. Build strength, flexibility and mindfulness
with yoga instructor Dianne Williams. Registration Re-
quired.

Independence Branch Library
Here are some of the FREE programs being offered in

October  at the Independence Branch of the Cuyahoga
County Public Library, located at 6361 Selig Dr., Inde-
pendence. For more information or to register for any
program, please call 216-447-0160.
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