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Marshals arrest G.H. homicide suspect
Last Thursday members of the Northern Ohio Violent Fugitive Task Force (NOVFTF)

located and arrested Travis Hicks, 32, U.S. Marshals have announced. Hicks was
wanted by the Garfield Heights Police Department for murder.

It is alleged that on Sept. 25, 2022, Hicks shot and killed Ronnie Briggs, 27, at the
Showcase Bar and Grill in Garfield Heights. Briggs was the co-owner of the bar, and
the shooting followed an argument that took place between Briggs and Hicks, U.S.
Marshals said in a press release. Hicks has been on the run ever since, and last week members
of the task force arrested Hicks at an apartment near 1900 block of Ford Dr., Cleveland.

"Our fugitive task force will continue to take dangerous fugitives off the streets in
northern Ohio," said U.S. Marshal Pete Elliott. "The men and women of our task force pour
their hearts into these cases and don’t rest until these fugitives are brought to justice.”

Anyone with information concerning any wanted fugitive can contact the Northern
Ohio Violent Fugitive Task Force at 1-866-4WANTED (1-866-492-6833), or you can
submit a web tip. Reward money is available and tipsters may remain anonymous. Follow
the U.S. Marshals on Twitter @USMSCleveland.

Free smoke
detectors

Mayor Matt Burke, a Mon-
day night's council meet-
ing, announced that the
Garfield Heights Fire De-
partment has obtained over
6000 smoke detectors that
are being made available free
of charge to residents.

For those who wish them
installed, Garfield Heights
firemen will be happy to
take care of that as well. Call
the fire department at 216-
475-8040.

Holy Spirit Hunger Center director honored for
30 years of service at Garfield Hts. Council meeting

By Ellen Psenicka
Garfield Heights Council met Monday night and passed

a resolution honoring Eva Curry Traylor for serving the
Garfield Heights community for 30 years and counting as
director of what is now the Holy Spirit Hunger Center on
E. 131 St.

The resolution notes that Eva is helped by Holy Spirit
Pastor David Nestler at the hunger center, along with her
family which includes 12 grandchildren, volunteers from
the community and the Holy Spirit Catholic Church
community.

"I couldn't do it without Fr. David," Eva said as she
accepted her resolution at the meeting, surrounded by
family, friends and, of course, Fr. David.

At Monday night's meeting council also passed the
following:

•On its third reading, council passed an ordinance to
fix the salary of the mayor at $100,000 per year, effective
Dec. 1, 2025, after the Nov. 2025 mayoral election. The
salary of the mayor was cut to $85,000 per year in 2009,
during the city's fiscal crisis, and hasn't been raised since,
city leaders have stated.

•Entering into a contract with Brite for the purchase of
a body worn camera system including all requisite soft-
ware and maintenance. The agreement will include the
purchase and five-year warranty of approximately 45
body-worn cameras, charging stations and all requisite
accessories as well as one year of cloud storage for the
body-worn camera footage.

The city of Garfield Heights was granted a total of
$74,357 from the Ohio Office of Criminal Justice Services
for the purchase of the cameras, so the total cost to the city
for the 45 cameras will not exceed $10,000.

•Purchasing one 2023 Chevrolet Tahoe from Ganley
Chevrolet of Aurora, at a cost not to exceed $43,645.

•Entering into an agreement with Carrier Commercial
Service for the purchase, installation and maintenance of

two air conditioning units for the Garfield Heights Civic
Center, at a cost not to exceed $90,000.

•Accepting the Northeast Ohio Public Energy Council
Energized Community Grant of $57,952 for 2023.

•Applying for a Training and Equipment Grant pro-
vided by the Ohio Department of Public Safety - Division
of Emergency Medical Services, for the city's fire depart-
ment.

Shown at Monday night's council meeting, which
honored Eva Curry Traylor for her 30 years as director
at the Holy Spirit Hunger Center, are, from left: Mayor
Matt Burke, Traylor, Fr. David Nestler and Ward 1
Councilwoman Stacey Collier. Councilmen Jason Seither
and Tom Vaughn are shown in the background.

On Thursday, March 16, Garfield Heights Council-
man Avery Johnson will host the Ward 4 community
meeting at the Garfield Heights Civic Center, 5407
Turney Rd., beginning at 6 p.m.

Guest speaker will be Hali Martin from the County
Treasurer's Office, and Mayor Matt Burke will talk
about upcoming community events. Refreshments will
be served.

G.H. Ward 4 meeting

Crime Stoppers offers
reward in Garfield Heights
murder of Reggie McDuffie

On Feb. 18, 2023, Reginald "Reggie"
McDuffie, Jr. was shot and killed while
standing in the front yard of a resi-
dence talking with friends in the 4500
block of E. 126 St., in Garfield Heights.
No arrests have been made in his
murder.

If you have any information, please
contact Detective Seawright at 216-
475-5686 or Crime Stoppers at 216-
252-7463.

You may be eligible for a cash reward of up to $5,000 for
information leading to the arrest or indictment of the
person(s) responsible for this crime.

Maple Hts. police seek
information on shooting
last week near high school

Last Wednesday afternoon, a teenage boy suffered non-life
threatening injuries when he was shot in the area of Clement
Ave. and Mapleboro Rd., near Maple Heights High.

On March 8,  around 3:20 p.m., the Maple Heights
Police Department responded to the area of Clement and
Mapleboro for a report of several gunshots in the area.
Maple Heights High School was placed on lockdown as
a precaution while police investigated.

A 17-year-old male juvenile was located a short while
later with a gunshot wound to his left hip. He was
transported to MetroHealth Medical Center with non-life
threatening injuries. MHPD were able to determine that
the high school was in no danger and the lockdown was
lifted at 4:10 p.m.

Anyone with information related to this case is urged to
contact the Maple Heights Detective Bureau: 216-587-
9624 or Detectives@mhpd-ohio.com. Information can
also be supplied to Crime Stoppers.
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(All information is preliminary and subject to change
pending investigation.)

Cleveland
EMS Hit Skipped

On March 7, at 10:27 p.m., an EMS unit was involved
in a hit/skip at E. 55th and Broadway, with minor damage
to the EMS vehicle and no injuries.

Garfield Heights
Felonious Assault

On March 11, about 1 a.m., University Hospitals advised
GHPD that it had a female in trauma with a gunshot wound.
A patrolman was sent to the hospital and later found 7
shell casings in front of the Sherwin Williams store. The
report was withheld pending further investigation.

Traffic Offense – Fleeing
On March 6, at about 3:45 a.m., a patrol officer observed

a silver Lexus going west on McCracken Rd. at Turney
Rd., with no visible license plate and heavily tinted
windows. The officer initiated a traffic stop and when he
got out of his patrol car, the Lexus took off, going up to
60 mph in residential areas and ignoring stop signs.
Once the Lexus passed Plymouth Ave., northbound on E.
88 St., the driver lost control of the car, striking a utility
pole on the east side of the road splintering it into several
pieces. It then crossed over E. 88 St., where it struck a tree
and came to a stop. The driver did not respond to verbal
commands, and GHFD was dispatched to treat her as she
was in and out of consciousness. The driver was taken to
Marymount Hospital and cited for display of plates,
fleeing and eluding, operation in willful or wanton
disregard, driving under suspension and expired plates.

Animal Cruelty
On March 6, an officer spoke with the Garfield Heights

animal warden who said he received a call on March 4,
about 2:40 p.m., from a woman living in the 13800 block
of Cranwood Dr. who said she found a dead dog in her
backyard. The animal warden said he responded to the
address and found the pit bull mix dog dead with a bullet
hole on its right hip area. Information from the dog’s tag
led police to its owner, a Cleveland woman, who said her

dog had run off. Animal warden is unsure who shot the
dog. The report will be forwarded to him for followup and
charges.

Disorderly Conduct
On March 9, about 12:45 a.m., police were dispatched

to Bonker’s bar,. 5147 Turney Rd., for two females
arguing inside with the bartender. When they arrived
they found a white female and black female yelling at each
other and then at the officers outside the bar. The white
female was asked for ID, which she at first refused to give,
saying she was pregnant so she couldn’t go to jail. She
eventually provided her ID. Both women were yelling and
cursing at officers, who told them to leave the area. Due
to all the commotion, people from inside the bar came out
to see what was going on. The white female said in front
of officers that she was going to “shoot up the place” and
made several gestures with her hands shooting her finger
guns at officers and the bar. She was arrested and placed
in handcuffs in front of her body as she was about five
months pregnant. The black female still on scene in front
of Bonkers started to yell about her lawyer and refusing to
leave the area, saying she wanted to go with her baby
mama (the white female in custody). After given several
chances to leave and still causing undue noise and
commotion outside Bonkers, she was also placed under
arrest for disorderly conduct.
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Garfield Hts. Recreation
Center's 2023 Annual Ice
Skating Exhibition

The 2023 Annual Ice Skating Exhibition will be this year
on Saturday, March 25, at the Dan Kostel Recreation
Center, 5411 Turney Rd., Garfield Heights. Showtime is
6:30 p.m. Stop in and join us as we see our skaters perform
at all different levels from ages 3 up to Adult.

We are now selling advance tickets through March 23,
or you can simply purchase tickets at the door the day of
the show. Doors will open at 5:30 p.m.

Tickets:
$5.00 - ages 5-13 (4 and under no charge)
$5.00 - Seniors – ages 66 & up
$10.00 – ages 14—65

Board of Elections to offer voter education events
Voter registration cards will also be provided and ac-

cepted, as well as Vote-by-Mail ballot applications and
information concerning temporary and Election Day
employment opportunities and voting location changes.

The Voter Education Library Series schedule includes:
March 21st and March 28th: 2 to 6 p.m.
•Maple Heights Library, 5225 Library Ln., Maple

Heights, OH 44137
March 22nd and March 29th: 2 to 6 p.m.
•Garfield Heights Library, 5409 Turney Rd., Garfield

Heights, OH 44125
•Independence Library: 6361 Selig Dr., Independence,

OH 44131
March 23rd and March 30th: 2 to 6 p.m.

The Cuyahoga County Board of Elections is launching
the “Voter Education Library Series” of outreach events.
New election laws go into effect on April 4, 2023, as
Absentee Voting begins for the May 2, 2023 Primary
Election. The Board of Elections will visit 14 libraries as
part of their voter education campaign.

Those who attend will receive information on the changes
to Voting by Mail, Early In-Person Voting and voting on
Election Day. “These events are your one stop for election
information and an opportunity to ask questions about
how the new laws will impact your voting method,” said
Anthony Perlatti, director of the Board of Elections.

•Bedford Library, 70 Columbus Rd., Bedford, OH
44146

The list of municipalities in the May 2, 2023 Primary
Election and additional information concerning the new
election laws are available online at www.443vote.us, or by
calling 216-443-VOTE (8683).

NN Freebies
The Neighborhood

News has several pair of
free tickets to raffle off for
the Cleveland Home Re-
modeling Expo, being held
March 24-26 at Cleveland's
I-X Center.

Just stop in to The
Neighborhood News of-
fice, 8613 Garfield Blvd.,
Garfield Heights, during
regular business hours
and enter to win.

 Deadline to enter the
raffle is Wednesday,
March 22, at noon.

Lessons are offered from September through March
during the season. Information for ice skating, hockey
and all of our programs can be found on the city’s web
page: www.garfieldhts.org
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PATRICIA E. BUNN
Patricia E. Bunn (nee Detki), 80. Beloved wife of David

Bunn (deceased). Mother of Scott, Ken, Michael (de-
ceased), Chris, and Tina Fiscus. Grandmother of 9 and
great grandmother of 3 who will be missed by all.

Visitation Saturday, March 18, 2023, from 9 a.m.-1
p.m., with a prayer service starting at 11 a.m., at Fortuna
Funeral Home, 7076 Brecksville Rd., Independence,
Ohio, where services will be concluded.

In lieu of flowers donations can be made to the Cleve-
land Sight Center, 1909 E. 101 St., Cleveland, Ohio
44106 in honor of the Bunn family.

JOHN M. CAPEK, SR.
John M. Capek, Sr., born Sept. 3,

1950, passed away unexpectedly March
8th in Cleveland, Ohio. John was very
well known and loved. He was the son
of Daniel Sr. (deceased) and Laverne
(deceased). Brother to Amy, Daniel Jr.
(deceased), and Philip (deceased). Be-
loved father of John Jr. (Tina). Grand-
father to Christina, Bethany, Adrianna,
John III, and Billie.  Great-grandfa-
ther to Noah. Nephew of Walter (de-

ceased), Henry (deceased), Carol "Sue" (deceased) and
Thomas. Uncle to Jennifer, Jeffery Sr., Constantine,
Adam Sr., Kevin and Kyle. Great-uncle to Todd, Austin,
Trevor, Adam Jr., and Jeffery Jr.

John was a decorated Army veteran serving in Vietnam as
a Sergeant, 11B (Infantry), 1st Cavalry Division. Post service
he worked as a Teamster in Local 436 until he retired.

Family and friends are welcome Wednesday, March 15,
2023, from 4-8 p.m., at the Bican Bros. Funeral Home,
5215 Fleet Ave., Cleveland, Ohio 44105, where funeral
services will be held on Thursday, March 16, 2023 at 11
a.m. Interment to follow at Brooklyn Heights Cemetery,
where Mr. Capek will receive full military honors.

Garfield Heights Democrats are cordially invited to the
Garfield Heights Democratic PAC meeting on Tuesday,
March 21, at 7 p.m., at the Garfield Heights Civic Center,
first floor, 5407 Turney Rd. If you have any questions
contact Councilman Clifford Kelley, president of the
Garfield Heights Democratic PAC, 216-253-0142.

 Garfield Democrats meet

MHBL baseball signups
Registrations for the Maple Heights Boys' Baseball

League, in cooperation with the cities of Maple Heights
and Garfield Heights, will be held on Saturdays, March
18 and 25, at the Maple Heights Senior Center. Girls and
boys are accepted. Parents must bring the applicant's
birth certificate, $60 fee (Maple Heights and Garfield
Heights residents) and a completed registration form.
Call 440-561-0618 or visit www.MHBLbaseball.org for
more details.

Registration must be completed before tryouts (no cuts),
which will be held on Saturdays, March 18 and 25, from
2-4 p.m., in the Maple Heights High School gym.
Volunteers are also needed.
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Garfield Heights T-ball &
Co-ed Softball registration

Registrations begin April 10 through May 25, for both of
these sports at the Dan Kostel Recreation Center, 5411
Turney Rd., during open office hours. Early registrations
before April 10 will be gladly accepted during open office
hours for your convenience.

T-Ball is for boys & girls ages 5-7 on or before July 1,
2023. Co-Ed Softball is for boys & girls ages 8-13 on or
before August 1, 2023. Practices and games are held
during the week during the evening hours and some
practices/games may be on Saturdays.

Fees: Residents - $50.00 + current $15.00 annual ID card.
Non-Residents - $80.00 + current $40.00 annual ID card.

Birth certificates are required at the time of registration if
your child did not play last season. Only a parent or legal
guardian can register a child. Residents, please bring in two
current utility bills, bank statement or pay stub with name &
address. We accept cash, credit, debit or checks

A $15.00 late fee will be applied after May 25; signups
must be done in a timely manner for team draft, schedul-
ing purposes, ordering uniforms and allowing practice
time before the season can begin.

For more details visit: www.garfieldhts.org or call 216-
475-7272.

Happy 105th birthday, Ninfa!

Shown above is Ninfa Ventura (center) celebrating her
105th birthday Tuesday at Jennings Center with family
and friends.

Jennings Center in Garfield Heights celebrated the
milestone 105th birthday of resident Ninfa Marie Ventura
on March 14, together with her family and friends.

Born into an Italian family in Cleveland in 1918, Ninfa
relished the summer and fondly recalls running around
and playing with neighborhood children in her youth. As
a teenager, she worked as a clerk in a bakery and enjoyed
cooking and baking all her life. She married her late
husband, Jim, in 1950, and they raised three children:

Virginia, Fran and Jim. Ninfa is also proud of her
grandchildren and great-grandchildren. She once
dreamed of becoming a teacher and still enjoys being
around children.

Ninfa revelled in birthday wishes throughout her spe-
cial day and Jennings delighted her with a glorious
green-themed party – her favorite color. Garfield Heights
Mayor Matt Burke delivered a city proclamation to com-
memorate this very special occasion. Ninfa had some
words of wisdom to share: “Be kind to others. There is
enough hate in the world.”

Local boys basketball teams
defeated in second round

In the first round of competition in the Boys Basketball
Regional Tournaments last week, both Garfield Heights
and Cuyahoga Heights defeated their opponents. The
Bulldogs narrowly beat St. Ignatius by a score of 38 to 37,
but after a valiant effort, fell to St. John's Jesuit in the next
round, 38 to 50.

Cuyahoga Heights handily defeated Beachwood in the
first round, by a score of 58-33, but were overcome by
Lutheran East in the next round by a score of 50-84.

Congratulations to both teams for their outstanding
seasons and sportsmanship.



THE NEIGHBORHOOD NEWSPAGE 6 WEDNESDAY, MARCH 15, 2023



THE NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS PAGE 7

REAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATE
WANTEDWANTEDWANTEDWANTEDWANTED

RENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENT

REAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATE
WANTEDWANTEDWANTEDWANTEDWANTED

RENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENT

WANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUY

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 15, 2023

HELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTED HELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

WANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUY WANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYSALE HOUSESALE HOUSESALE HOUSESALE HOUSESALE HOUSE SALE HOUSESALE HOUSESALE HOUSESALE HOUSESALE HOUSE

TRANSPORTATIONTRANSPORTATIONTRANSPORTATIONTRANSPORTATIONTRANSPORTATION
SERVICESERVICESERVICESERVICESERVICE

FOR SALEFOR SALEFOR SALEFOR SALEFOR SALE

FOR SALEFOR SALEFOR SALEFOR SALEFOR SALE

I am a driver for hire for all your
dr iv ing needs.  Senior- f r iendly.
Doctor’s appointments, shopping,
some out-of-town trips. Call for pric-
ing. (216) 544-3024.

PERSONALSPERSONALSPERSONALSPERSONALSPERSONALS
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