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G.H. Middle School
placed on lockdown after
loaded handgun magazine
found in trash can

On Monday morning security from Garfield Heights
Middle School was notified that a bus driver had found a
bullet underneath one of the bus seats after the student
had left the bus, according to a Facebook post from the
Garfield Heights Police Department.The bus driver also
noticed the student who was sitting in the seat go to a trash
can outside the school and appeared to put something in
it, the Facebook post went on.

School security checked and found a handgun maga-
zine loaded with four rounds inside the garbage can. The
school was immediately placed in lockdown and the
students involved were identified and detained.

No firearm was ever seen or found, GHPD posted. The
on-scene investigation was concluded and will be for-
warded to the GHPD Juvenile Detective Bureau for review
of charges. Middle School students were then dismissed
for the day.

Back to bargaining table
The Garfield Heights Teachers Association bargain-

ing team and Central Office Administration team
representing the Garfield Heights City School District
have agreed on a date to continue contract negotia-
tions. The two groups will meet on Tuesday, Oct. 11,
with a federal mediator present.

The teachers have been working without a contract for
the past three months.

St. Stan’s Polish Festival
set for this weekend in S.V.

Pierogi pinching has begun, soup pots full of czarnina
are on the stove and you can almost taste the Polish
kielbasa as its aroma wafts in the autumn air. Which all
means one thing - St. Stanislaus Parish is getting ready for
its annual Polish Festival this Friday, Saturday and
Sunday, Oct. 7, 8 and 9, in the Parish Social Center at
6601 Baxter Ave., in Cleveland.

The festival will feature a wide variety of mouth-watering
Polish food, polka bands, Polish crafts, Polish dancing
groups, Polish bakery, games of chance, church tours and
a grand raffle.

All of the events are located in the Parish Social Center
except religious services and church tours. The starting
times are: Oct. 7, from 5-9 p.m.; Oct. 8, from 4-9 p.m.;
and Oct. 9, from 11 a.m.-5 p.m.

On Oct. 7, music will be provided from 6-10 p.m., by
Those Guys. Polka Legends Night will feature Li’l Wally,
Marion Lush, Happy Louie, Eddie Blazonczyk, Scrubby
and the Dynatones, Ray Budzilek, and more by video. A
church tour will take place at 7 p.m.

On Oct. 8, there will be 5 p.m. Mass in the church with
the Grand Organ of St. Stanislaus Church, trumpets and
timpani. Polka music will be provided by Pan Franek and
the Polkatowners from 6:30-10:30 p.m. A church tour will
take place after the Mass.

On Oct.9, the regular Sunday Mass schedule is: English
Mass at 8:30 a.m. and 11:30 a.m. A Polish Mass will be at
10 a.m. A church tour will take place after the 11:30 a.m.
Mass. Music will be provided by Uptown Sounds from
12:30–5 p.m. The Raffle Grand Drawing will be held at
5 p.m.

The St. Stanislaus Polish Festival is a time when hun-
dreds come and enjoy the ambiance of St. Stan's as well
as the food and culture the festival offers. For more
information on the St. Stanislaus Polish Festival, contact
the Parish Office at 216-341-9091 or go online at
ststanislaus.org.

FALL FAMILY FUNDAY IN GARFIELD

There was fun for everyone at the Fall Family Funday event Sunday at the Garfield
Heights Civic Center. The little ones enjoyed balloon twisting, pumpkin decorating,
games and crafts and everyone enjoyed the Chinese and Hawaiian dancers, Africa
drummers and dancers and Rockin' Robots. There was plenty of good food as well from
Teresa's Pizza, Classic Cuisine and Wal-Tam's Catering to make for an enjoyable
autumn afternoon for all attending. Well, all except those following the Browns
game on their various devices. Not such a Funday for them.      Photos by Elena Psenicka

Cuyahoga Valley National
Park receives $14 million
for towpath trail, railroad

The Cuyahoga Valley National Park (CVNP) has re-
ceived approximately $14 million through the Great
American Outdoors Act (GAOA) to assure continued
access to recreational experiences in CVNP.

The project will stabilize the riverbank at sites along the
Cuyahoga River where erosion threatens the Ohio & Erie
Canal Towpath Trail and the tracks for Cuyahoga Valley
Scenic Railroad. Work is
expected to begin this
month and continue
through early 2025. Up-
dates, including any neces-
sary short-term closures, will
be posted on the park
website.

The eight locations include
two priority sections of
Cuyahoga Valley Scenic Rail-
road and six locations along
the Ohio & Erie Canal Tow-
path Trail.

A design-build contract has
been awarded to an Akron
construction company that
also successfully completed
an emergency stabilization
project earlier this year at
another site in the park.

Once the design is com-
plete, work will include
clearing the riverbank, plac-
ing rip rap and live stakes
(branches placed directly
into the soil that will root
and grow) and regrading
and planting native vegeta-
tion to stabilize the soil.
Each site will have a unique
design based on individual
site characteristics. After the
stabilization methods are
implemented, the contrac-
tor will remediate the con-
struction site and equipment
access routes.

State of City Address in Indy
Independence Mayor Gregory Kurtz will give his 2022

State of the City Address on Friday, Oct. 7, starting at
noon at the Independence Civic Center.

Call Community Services at 216-524-7373 to reserve
your spot.

Master Plan presentation
A Garfield Heights Council Work Session is scheduled

for today, Wednesday, Oct 5, at 6:30 p.m., in council
chambers at the Garfield Heights Civic Center, (basement
floor), 5407 Turney Rd.

There will be a presentation from the Cuyahoga County
Planning Commission on the Master Plan for Garfield
Heights. The public is welcome to attend.
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Free AAA Shred-It in Independence
Identity theft has quickly become one of the most prevalent and costly crimes in

America. To help combat it, AAA East Central is hosting a free shredding event to
reduce the chances of identity theft.

The event will be held this Saturday, Oct. 8, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., at AAA's office
at 5700 Brecksville Rd., Independence.

AAA members in the area are invited to bring up to five storage boxes (and
nonmembers three boxes) filled with paperwork containing personally identifiable
information including names, birthdates, account numbers, Social Security numbers,
etc., for free on-site shredding. All shredded materials will be recycled.

Fish frys are back at St. Andrew's
St. Andrew Eastern Orthodox Church, 16029 Maple Park Dr., Maple Heights, is back

serving its famous dine-in fish fry dinners from 5-7 p.m., on Friday, Oct 7. Take-outs
available. Future dates include Oct. 21, Nov. 4, Nov. 18, Dec. 2 and Dec. 16.

Enjoy the crispy cod dinners with pirohi or french fries as well as pirohi, shrimp or
combo dinners. For more information or carryouts, call 216-475-9365.

Garfield Safety Committee meets
A Safety Committee meeting of Garfield Heights Council will be held on Thursday,

Oct. 6, at 6:30 p.m., in council chambers at the Garfield Heights Civic Center, 5407
Turney Rd. Parking in the city will be the topic of discussion.
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Bedford Council votes to construct new pool house; water, sewer rates set for 2023
By Judith Goldsworth

At its meeting Monday night, Bedford City Council
approved several pieces of legislation associated with
constructing a new pool house at the city's Municipal
Pool, and also approved water and sewer rates for resi-
dents for next year.

The current pool house dates back to 1964, and is in
need of repairs, according to the legislation passed by
council. The city recently received $150,000 in grant
funding through Cuyahoga County towards the new pool
house. The cost of materials, equipment and services will
be reimbursed through the grant, City Manager Mike
Mallis stated.

Among the items approved were a contract with Ferguson
to purchase plumbing and related materials at a cost of
$39,223.06; a contract with Graybar Powersmart to pur-
chase plumbing and electrical construction materials at a
cost of $35,578.63; a contract with Rep Source, LLC for
additional construction materials at a cost of $15,491.40;
and an ordinance amending previous legislation for a
contract with GPD Group for services regarding design,
bidding and construction administration costs associated
with the project, at a total cost of $77,050.

Mallis explained that the items will be purchased through
the State of Ohio bid pricing program, and the city will
in turn submit those purchases to the county for reim-
bursement. As for the work to be done on the project, all
of that is eligible to be reimbursed by the county as well,
he said.

Council also passed ordinances to set water and sewer

rates for 2023, and to provide a 30% discount in water and
sewer rates for senior citizens and disabled residents with
a combined household income of less than $35,734
annually.

Water rates will actually be going down by 3% next year,
Mayor Stan Koci stated, while Finance Director Jennifer
Howland said sewer rates will go up by 4%.

Also passed was an ordinance authorizing Mallis to
enter into a contract with GPD Group at a cost of
$227,900, to further conduct a No Feasible Alternatives
analysis, as mandated by the Environmental Protection
Agency, to address persistent overflows impacting the
Waste Water Treatment Plant.

Council passed an ordinance for a two-year contract with
the Ohio State Auditor, Specific Local Government Ser-
vices, for preparation assistance with the 2022 and 2023
city of Bedford audits, at a cost of $22,500 annually.

Also passed was legislation allowing city employees to
make insurance plan premium contributions on a pretax
basis for 2023 through Health Equity Wage Works, so the
employees will not have to include compensation used to

pay insurance premiums as taxable income.
After council passed a motion approving her appoint-

ment, Koci swore Denise Lachowski in to a three-year term
of office with the Civil Service Commission.

Former councilwoman donates $20K,
threatens lawsuit

Former Ward 5 Councilwoman Heather Rhoades, who
stepped down from council last year, spoke during the
Hearing from Citizens portion of the meeting to announce
her donation of a total of $20,000 to various city depart-
ments, and also threatened a lawsuit against the city because
of alleged remarks her former colleague, Ward 6 Council-
man Donald Saunders, made against her family.

Rhoades said she had made a commitment that her
company would donate $10,000 a year to the city "pro-
vided I was informed as to what the city needed in terms
of money. It's been two years and I have yet to be informed
of what the city needed, despite several requests to both
my councilman and requests to the city manager."

(Continued on Page 8)
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REAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATE
WANTEDWANTEDWANTEDWANTEDWANTED

REAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATE
WANTEDWANTEDWANTEDWANTEDWANTED

RENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENT RENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENT

REAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATE REAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATE

WANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUY

WANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUY

PERSONALSPERSONALSPERSONALSPERSONALSPERSONALS

HELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

WANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUY

RENT HOUSERENT HOUSERENT HOUSERENT HOUSERENT HOUSE

Shaker Hts. /Chelton. 2-1/2 bed-
rooms, upstairs. No pets. No smok-
ing. $950 month. (216) 799-1633.

YARD SALEYARD SALEYARD SALEYARD SALEYARD SALE

TRANSPORTATIONTRANSPORTATIONTRANSPORTATIONTRANSPORTATIONTRANSPORTATION
SERVICESERVICESERVICESERVICESERVICE

I am a driver for hire for all your
d r i v i ng  needs .  Sen io r - f r i end l y .
Doctor’s appointments, shopping,
some out-of- town tr ips.  Cal l  for
pricing. (216) 544-3024.

HELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDFOR SALEFOR SALEFOR SALEFOR SALEFOR SALE

4 Lawnmowers. $250 or offer. Run
Good. Call (216) 385-0732.

Firewood for sale. $375 a cord.
White oak, Apple, Maple, Wood
dispensary. (440) 622-0585. De-
livery included. Chimney cleaning
avai lable.

October 8-9-10. Saturday & Sun-
day ,  9am-6pm;  Monday,  9am-?
10210 Stone Rd. ,  Va l ley  V iew.
Estate sale.  Tons of  fabr ic and
yarn. Lots of miscellaneous!

Wednesday & Thursday, Oct. 5-6,
10am-5pm. 4652 E. 104 St.,  off
Robinson, Garfield Hts. Brand new
leather jackets, rugs, TV, bikes,
lots of misc. Stop by and browse!

Residential cleaning position. 2-4
days per week. Must be depend-
able. Call (216) 661-9049.

HELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTED
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Joseph M. Juby
Garfield Heights School

Board Member
Retired Firefighter/Paramedic
Joe Juby, 70, was a lifelong resident of

Garfield Heights and a community
leader.  He was a kind and generous

man who lived a life surrounded by friends and family
who loved him.

Since November 2020, Joe demonstrated his courage
and strength as he battled back from over six months of
COVID hospitalizations and more than a year of physical
therapy to get back to nearly all of his daily activities. In
August, Joe learned he had pancreatic cancer. Despite
the challenge this presented, Joe always put his family
first making time to see his grandchildren’s sporting
events, trips to the zoo and cooking Sunday dinners until
he passed away on October 1.

Joe and his wife, Anita, were married for 52 years. They
have three children: Mike (Shannon), Pam Kolar [de-
ceased] (Bryan) and Joe (Ashley). Joe was adored by eight
grandchildren: Matthew, Nicolette, Donovan, Addison,
Brayden, Brycen, Gianna and Everly, who called him
Papa.

In 2020, Joe and Anita celebrated their 50th anniversary
in Jamaica, with all the kids and grandkids and renewed
their vows on the beach at sunset. They enjoyed traveling
the world together. They attended two Oktoberfests in
Germany, watched the Eiffel Tower sparkle at sunset,
cruised down the Danube River and fed koalas in Austra-
lia. During their tour of Italy, Joe discovered his favorite
Italian wine and always made sure his wine room was fully
stocked to share a glass with his family and friends.

Joe was a star basketball player holding the Garfield
High scoring record for many years. Following high
school, Joe dedicated his life to serving the community.
He was one of the first paramedics in Cuyahoga County
and continued to serve as a Garfield Heights Firefighter/
Paramedic for 26 years. Additionally, he held union
leadership positions for over 30 years as president of the
Garfield Heights Firefighters Union and secretary/trea-
surer of the Northern Ohio Firefighters Union.

For 19 years, Joe proudly served on the Garfield Heights

Board of Education as a member, vice president and
president. He was also very active volunteering in the
community including being elected as president and
treasurer of the Garfield High Athletic Booster Club. He
loved coaching his kids’ baseball and basketball teams
along with enjoying rounds of golf, softball and darts.

Joe has always been an avid Ohio State Buckeye fan,
especially football and basketball, which grew when his
daughter, son-in law and granddaughter graduated from
The Ohio State University. One of Joe’s favorite times of
year was March Madness as he made a tradition of going
to Las Vegas for 1st Round with family and friends to
cheer on the Buckeyes.

Joe was a remarkable chef. He honed his skills as the
primary cook at the firehouse and held annual clambakes
for the shifts. He wasn’t German but made the best
schnitzel, he wasn’t Italian but made the best wedding
soup and veal saltimbocca, he wasn’t Hungarian but made
the best chicken paprikash. He loved cooking and even
when he was sick and unable to eat, watched The Food
Network. His house is where everyone gathered for
holidays. Whenever anyone came to the house his com-
ment was, “Come and eat. There is always room for one
more at the table.”

Joe didn’t tell anyone how to live, he showed by example
how to be a good parent, spouse, sibling, neighbor and
friend. Whatever the role, he was the gold standard. He
will be missed by all who have known him.

Family and friends may call at GOLUBSKI
DELIBERATO FUNERAL HOME (AT VODRAZKA
FUNERAL HOME), 6505 BRECKSVILLE RD., INDE-
PENDENCE, for Visitation on Sunday, October 9, from
2-8 p.m. Prayers at the funeral home Monday, Oct. 10, at
9:15 a.m., followed by Mass of Christian Burial at St.
Therese Church at 10 a.m. Interment Holy Cross Cem-
etery. In lieu of flowers, the family requests contributions
be made in memory of Joe to a charity of choice.

Presentation, book-signing
for work on Cultural Gardens

A presentation and book-signing of the new book by
John J. Grabowski and Lauren R. Pacini, "Cleveland's
Cultural Gardens - A Landscape of Diversity," will be held
on Sunday, Oct. 23, at 1 p.m., at the Polish American
Cultural Center, JPII, 6501 Lansing Ave., Cleveland.
Admission is free.
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(All information is preliminary and subject to change
pending investigation.)

CLEVELAND
Accident

On Sept. 23, at 10:43 p.m., a request was made for the
Accident Investigation Unit to respond to a car/motor-
cycle accident at Broadway and Union aves. A female
passenger on the motorcycle was conveyed by EMS to
MetroHealth Medical Center with a broken leg.

GARFIELD HEIGHTS
Theft – Shoplifting

On Sept. 25, about 4:30 p.m., officers were dispatched
to Walgreens, 5090 Turney Rd., for a shoplifting report.
They were told by the manager that an older black male
and two children about six- to seven-years-old were
observed opening merchandise and putting it in their
pockets inside the store. They took off when the manager
told them she was calling police. Reported missing were
some AA batteries and a toy figurine.

Theft
•On Sept. 26, at 1:08 p.m., police were dispatched to

the 10600 block of Vernon Ave., for a report of a package
taken off the home’s front porch. A neighbor witnessed
the incident and got a license plate number of the car
involved and a description of the package-snatcher.
Police tracked the suspect and the car down and were able
to stop the car in the 5400 block of E. 131 St. The driver
said he was going to return the package, which contained
a curtain set valued at $19.80. He was taken to jail for an
outstanding warrant with GHPD along with driving
under suspension and issued a summons for theft. He also
had an active warrant with the Garfield Heights Munici-
pal Court.

•On Sept. 26, at about 3 p.m., an officer responded to
the 4600 block of Blythin Ave. The complainant told
police she had recorded on her porch camera two teenage
boys taking a package from her front porch containing
knee high boots, unknown value. Area was checked with
negative results.

Weapon Offense
On Sept. 26, at about 1 a.m., an officer observed a

vehicle traveling north on Turney Rd. near Langton Ave.
without a rear red lens on the driver’s side and operating
with its registration suspended by the BMV. The officer
initiated a traffic stop and noticed the smell of fresh
marijuana coming from the car. The right rear passenger
was attempting to hide a half empty bottle of tequila next

to him. Two other individuals were also in the vehicle. All
were asked several times if there were any firearms in the
vehicle and all said there were not. All occupants exited
the vehicle and police found a loaded gun under a rear
passenger seat and a second loaded gun under the other
rear passenger seat. One of the weapons was found to be
stolen out of the city of Euclid. The driver was charged
with receiving stolen property and improper handling of
a firearm in a motor vehicle and held on no bond. One
of the passengers was charged with CCW-failure to in-
form. Case has been forwarded to the Detective Bureau.

MVA Injury
On Oct. 2, at about 6 p.m., police responded to a motor

vehicle accident at the corner of Garfield Blvd. and E. 86
St. involving a 2010 Mazda CX3. There were three
occupants of the car, the driver, a female passenger and
her two-year-old child. The mother and child were
transported to Marymount Hospital for treatment. The
driver was cited for the accident. Police interviewed the
mother at Marymount, who said her child was only
wearing the shoulder and lap seat belt and not in a car
seat/child restraint at the time of the accident. The report
will be forwarded to the Garfield Heights prosecutor’s
office for further review of charges against the mother for
child endangering.



THE NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS PAGE 8WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 5, 2022

She clarified that "I'm not angry, I am just a little disappointed" in the city's response
to her and her company's offer. "We don't even want a public thank you... But my
company and I would like a short meeting once a year, in my office, which is a half block
away from here, so that someone can discuss with me how that money can be used."

Rhoades presented Mallis and Koci with four separate checks for $5,000 apiece, to go
to the city's police department for protective equipment and other items; to the fire
department for their use; to the Parks and Recreation Department for safety improve-
ments to the city's playgrounds; and for the purchase of new or replacement holiday
decorations for the downtown area.

Mallis said that the city was grateful for Rhoades' generous donations and will ensure
they go towards the requested purposes.

Koci thanked Rhoades for her donations, adding, "You will get a report on where the
money is being spent."

Also in her comments, Rhoades requested that Saunders "cease to imply to residents
in town and around Bedford that the only reason I adopted my two youngest children
is for the stipend that by Ohio state law I must receive for adopting them in order to

Bedford Council votes to construct new
pool house; water, sewer rates set for 2023

(Continued from Page 3)

cover their special needs. That money is put into a fund, and I have heard from more
than one person that Don Saunders has said such things in this city."

Rhoades said that the alleged comments were "vulgar and unbecoming of a
councilperson, and if they persist, Councilman Saunders and the city will be subject to
yet another lawsuit because of what he said."

Saunders, who did not answer Rhoades' allegations at the meeting, was contacted
afterwards for comment but did not respond as of press time.

Announcements
Councilman Jeff Asbury announced that Bedford Fire Lt. Brian Harding and other

members of Ohio Task Force One were currently in Florida, offering assistance in the
aftermath of Hurricane Ian.

Mallis announced that Norfolk Southern Railroad had notified Bedford officials of
upcoming improvements at the West Grace crossing, necessitating its closure for two
weeks. He said the city would notify residents through its website and social media when
a date for the beginning of work was confirmed.
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