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Schools superintendent in
Garfield Heights resigns

The resignation of Garfield Heights Schools Superin-
tendent Chris Hanke was accepted at a special meeting of
the Garfield Heights Board of Education on Feb. 28,
Hanke told The Neighborhood News.

Hanke said his resignation will be effective July 31,
2022, to give the board plenty of time to find a replace-
ment. He said he was "looking at other opportunities" and
it seemed like the right time to move on.

An email to Garfield Heights School Board President
Nichelle Daniels seeking comment last week was not
returned as of press time yesterday.

SEE SOME GREAT WAYS TO
CELEBRATE ON PAGE 8

Thursday, March 17th

Hens ordinance passed to third reading in Garfield

License plate reading
cameras coming to C.H.

Meeting set on rebuilding
of Garfield Boulevard

A meeting will be held on Wednesday, March 23, at 6
p.m., in Garfield Heights Council Chambers, 5407 Turney
Rd., for residents and stakeholders to share their thoughts
about a new vision for the rebuilding of the Garfield Blvd.
Corridor.

The city of Garfield Heights and its regional partners
are undertaking a project to rebuild Garfield Blvd. and
include a new trail along the corridor which will connect
Garfield Park Reservation and the Towpath Trail. It seeks
to also improve pedestrian safety and help reestablish the
neighborhood business district.

Those interested in the vision for a new Garfield Blvd.
are also asked to take a short survey at: www.bit.ly/
garfieldblvd.

I-77N closure tomorrow
I-77 north to I-480 eastbound will be closed beginning

Thursday, March 17, at 8 p.m. through Friday, March 18,
at 5 a.m. for bridge work in connection with the Brecksville
Rd. bridge rehabilitation over I-480 in the city of Inde-
pendence, ODOT reports.

Detour will be I-77 northbound to I-480 westbound to
Granger Rd. to I-480 eastbound.

The I-480 Project, which involves pavement replace-
ment and ramp realignment, will close I-480 westbound
to SR 176 northbound at 9 p.m. Monday, March 21,
through 5 a.m. Tuesday, March 22, for pavement work.

Detour will be Granger Rd. west to Tuxedo Ave. north
to Industrial Pkwy. north to Spring Rd. west to SR 176.

COVID-19 Vaccine Clinic
On Wednesday, March 23, from 4-6 p.m., there will be

a COVID-19 Vaccine Clinic held at the Maple Heights
Senior Center, 15901 Libby Rd., Maple Heights. First
and second doses and boosters of the Moderna and Pfizer
vaccines will be offered, and J&J if available. Flu shots will
also be offered. Transportation will be available for Maple
Heights residents.

Those receiving their first dose of the COVID 19 vaccine
will be given a $100 gift card. Please bring your CDC
COVID-19 Vaccination Record Card to your booster shot
appointment.

Register online at: gettheshot.coronavirus.ohio.gov (use
zip code 44137). No internet access? Dial 2-1-1 to register
on the phone with an operator from United Way.

Guild Fashion Show/Lunch
St. Monica Ladies Guild will hold its 36th annual

Fashion Show and Luncheon on Sunday, April 10, at
Mediterranean Party Center at 1 p.m. Fashions by Mya
Marie’s Boutique. Menu includes your choice of chicken
marsala, roast beef, baked white fish, salad, vegetables,
roll, dessert and beverage. Tickets are $25.00 each. For
tickets or more information please contact Marlyn at 216-
218-2482.

Information collected can be used by police to find out
where a plate has been in the past, determine whether a
vehicle was at the scene of a crime, identify travel patterns
and more, according to information on the Electronic
Frontier Foundation website. The data, which includes
photographs of the vehicle and sometimes its driver and
passengers, is then uploaded to a central server.

Other legislation passed included:
•Entering into a lease-to-own agreement with First

Capital Equipment Leasing Corp. for three new 2022
Ford F-250 regular cab 4x4 pickup trucks for the service
department;

•Resolution recognizing and affirming support for
Ukrainian sovereignty and firmly stating that the Village
of Cuyahoga Heights stands on the side of freedom and
individual self-determination and self-governance.

Purchases approved were: three new tasers not to exceed
$7,800, a Meritech copy machine for the police depart-
ment not to exceed $7,800, and seven ballastic vests from
Pro-Tech not to exceed $7,000.

In a meeting earlier this year, council elected Renato
Contipelli as president of council.

At its regular meeting on Wednesday, March 9, Cuyahoga
Heights Council passed a resolution that will allow Flock
Group, Inc. to provide license plate reading cameras for
the police department for a period of two years.

The Cuyahoga Heights police chief obtained a proposal
from Flock Safety to provide 14 cameras to the village at
a cost of $2,500 per camera and one-time implementation
fee of $250 per camaera for a total cost of $38,500 for the
first year and $35,000 for the second year.

By Ellen Psenicka

Garfield Heights Council met Monday night and passed
for a third reading legislation to allow residents to keep
female chickens, aka hens, in the city. A codified ordi-
nance now on the books prohibits them.

The proposed amended ordinance stipulates that hens
may be kept only in a U1 Residential Single-Family or U2
Residential Single- and Two-Family District. Before the
keeping of hens can occur, according to the legislation,
an annual permit must first have been obtained from the
building department for a $25 fee paid to the city. Several
other restrictions regarding setbacks, enclosures, inspec-
tions, sanitation, etc., are included in the ordinance.

An added restriction on the keeping of hens in the city
was passed at Monday's meeting to include in the amended
legislation that property owners on either side of those
wishing to keep hens must give their written permission
for this to occur.

It will go before council a third time for final passage.
Also passed were the following pieces of legislation:
•Increasing the uniform allowance of the Garfield

Heights Auxiliary Police Force from $250 to $500 per
year. The auxiliary has not received a uniform allowance
increase since 2006.

•Purchasing 15 Motorola portable radios for the police
department.

•Placing a temporary moratorium, not to exceed six
months, on carwash establishments within the city.

•Making additional appropriations for current expen-
ditures during the fiscal year ending Dec. 31, 2022.

•Amending the purchase of four 2022 Ford Police
Explorers from Montrose Ford at a total cost of $155,530.

•Purchasing three 2022 Ford Explorers from Montrose
Ford at a total cost of $100,500.

•Appointing Jennifer Sopkovich to serve as director of
the Garfield Heights Community Diversion Program
retroactive from Feb. 21, 2022, to Dec. 31, 2023. Coun-
cilman Jason Seither abstained from the voting as
Sopkovich is his sister.

•Providing for only one council meeting to be held on the
second Monday in the months of June, July and August.

Referred to the Ways & Means Committee of council was
an ordinance to make adjustments to the city's wards so
that the population of the respective wards is as nearly
equal in population as is possible as provided by the 2020
Census data.

The next regular meeting of council will be held Mon-
day, March 28.
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School assaults On March 8, Garfield
Heights police took an as-
sault report from a mother
and her daughter who at-
tends Garfield Heights

Several assaults at local
schools were reported to
authorities last week.

Middle School. According
to the police report, the
mother was notified by the
school that her daughter had
been assaulted by another
student while in the gym
locker room. The victim had
her back turned when the
other student came up to
her from behind and started

hitting and punching her.
No injuries were reported.

An incident at Maple Leaf
Elementary School, as re-
ported to Garfield Heights
police, took place on March
9. An officer was dispatched
to Marymount Hospital
Emergency Department for

an assault report. The
victim's mother told police
her 4th grade son was as-
saulted by another 4th
grader, according to the
police report filed. She said
her son was playing at re-
cess when a classmate
punched him in the stom-
ach.

At Garfield Heights High
School on March 8, the aunt
of a GHHS female student
she has guardianship of was
reportedly assaulted while in
class by another female stu-
dent. The fight was broken
up by officers and teachers as
the victim tried to defend

herself, according to the po-
lice report. Video of the as-
sault was turned over to the
police.

Stabbing
On Thursday, March 10, at

7:56 a.m., a 13-year-old girl
was stabbed in the cheek and
neck at Holy Name Elemen-
tary School, 8328 Broadway
Ave., according to Cleveland
police. The girl was trans-
ported to MetroHealth Medi-
cal Center. A suspect is in
custody. The Plain Dealer
reported the suspect is a fifth
grader at the school and the
victim is an eighth grader.
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The following local cases are
being acted upon this week in
the Cuyahoga County Court
System and are provided by the
county prosecutor's office.

Defendant Name: Tychon
Curry. Trial before Judge
Shannon Gallagher on
March 14, 9 a.m.

Synopsis: On December
17, 2020, Tychon Curry al-
legedly shot his roommate
several times at their resi-
dence near East 141st and
Broadway Avenue in
Garfield Heights. Garfield
Heights Police Department
responded to the scene and
Tychon Curry was arrested.

On January 5, 2021, Curry
was indicted on the follow-
ing charges:

One Count of Aggravated
Murder

One Count of Murder
One Count of Felonious

Assault
One Count of Having

Weapons Under Disability
Defendant Name:

Deandra Chisholm. Sen-

tencing by Judge Joan
Synenberg on March 15, at
noon.

Synopsis: On March 20,
2021, Deandra Chisholm,
27, was the front seat pas-
senger in the victim’s ve-
hicle. Chisholm shot and
killed the victim while she
was operating her vehicle
on 1-77 northbound.
Chisholm dumped her body
on the highway just before

the Woodland Avenue exit
ramp and fled the scene in
the victim’s vehicle.

On March 1, 2022, Chis-
holm was found guilty of:

Two Counts of Murder
Two Counts of Felonious

Assault

One Count of Gross Abuse
Of A Corpse

Defendant Name: Jamal
Kukla. Trial before Judge
Deborah Turner on March
16, at 9 a.m.

Synopsis: In 2018, Jamal
Kukla, 28, allegedly beat the
victim, 31, to death in Slavic
Village. He then allegedly

hid her body behind church
steps and fled the scene. He
was arrested on May 27,
2020, after his DNA
matched DNA from the
crime scene, prosecutors say.

On June 8, 2020, Kukla
was indicted on:

Two Counts of Aggravated
Murder

One Count of Kidnapping
One Count of Murder
One Count of Felonious

Assault
One Count of Tampering

with Evidence
One Count of Gross Abuse

of a Corpse

It's the law in Garfield Hts.
1411.11 RUBBISH & GARBAGE DISPOSAL
(a) Every occupant of a dwelling or dwelling unit shall

dispose of all his rubbish in a clean and sanitary manner
by placing it in approved receptacles or in other ap-
proved rubbish disposal facilities.

(b) Every occupant of a dwelling or dwelling unit shall
dispose of all his garbage and other waste which might
provide food for insects and rodents in a clean and sanitary
manner by placing it in approved nonleakable, nonabsor-
bent, covered garbage storage receptacles or in other ap-
proved garbage disposal facilities other than a garbage bag.

(c) Storage of trash containers at residential properties
shall be in the rear yard of the property, behind the main
building, in a location and manner where they cannot be
viewed from the street. (Ord. 35-2010. Passed 8-9-10.)
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REAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATE

WANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUY

LOST CATLOST CATLOST CATLOST CATLOST CAT

DODGE STRATUS SE. 2002. For
sale, good condit ion. New sus-
pension and timing belt. No leaks
or engine light on. Ready to go!
Odomoter 164,646 miles. Text or
call (440) 681-0814.

REAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATE

REAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATE
WANTEDWANTEDWANTEDWANTEDWANTED

REAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATE
WANTEDWANTEDWANTEDWANTEDWANTED

RENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENT RENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENT

SALE AUTOSALE AUTOSALE AUTOSALE AUTOSALE AUTO

HELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTED HELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

FARMER’S MARKETFARMER’S MARKETFARMER’S MARKETFARMER’S MARKETFARMER’S MARKET

Lost black cat, male. Hathaway/
Rockside Rd. Large,  Norwegian
black main coon cat. If found, call
(216)744-6378.

TRANSPORTATIONTRANSPORTATIONTRANSPORTATIONTRANSPORTATIONTRANSPORTATION

WANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUY

I am a driver for hire for all your
d r i v i ng  needs .  Sen io r - f r i end l y .
Doctors appointments, shopping,
some out-of- town tr ips.  Cal l  for
pricing. (216) 544-3024.

HELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

Resident ia l  c leaning posi t ion.  3
days a week. Must be dependabe.
(216) 661-9049.

Warehouse worker needed. Wine
distributor needs someone for ware-
house work. No weekends. Flex-
ible hours. Ability to lift 40 pounds.
This is an enjoyable environment
for someone looking for f lexible,
part-time hours. (440) 934-6879.

RENT HOUSERENT HOUSERENT HOUSERENT HOUSERENT HOUSE

House for rent: E. 138/Harvard. 2
bedrooms up. Carpeted. No pets.
No smoking. $625 plus security.
(216) 799-1633.

WANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUY WANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUY

PERSONALSPERSONALSPERSONALSPERSONALSPERSONALS PERSONALSPERSONALSPERSONALSPERSONALSPERSONALS
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Nominations being accepted for first Karakul Literacy Award
To honor those organizations that are promoting lit-

eracy in the community, The Literacy Cooperative is
proud to announce the establishment of the Kurt Karakul
Literacy Award.

Each year one winner will be recognized and will receive
a $20,000 cash prize to support their efforts.

“This Kurt Karakul Literacy Award is designed to en-
courage the next generation of literacy advocates while at
the same time honoring a man who has made such a
profound impact on our children and our community,”
said Robert Paponetti, president and CEO of The Lit-
eracy Cooperative.

For decades Kurt Karakul has been a leading voice for
literacy in the community. As president and executive
director of the Third Federal Foundation, Karakul was
instrumental in helping design a cradle-to-career pro-
gram called Slavic Village P-16. This initiative increased

the number of quality pre-K seats tenfold and signifi-
cantly raised the percentage of third graders passing the
standardized reading test.

“It is a great honor to have this award named after me,”
Karakul explains. “But the gains we’ve made have been a
community effort. Over the course of my career, I have been
honored to work alongside many visionary and passionate
people who have made a lasting impact on us all.”

Nominations are being accepted through April 12,
2022, with the winner being announced at The Literacy
Cooperative’s annual Read Across America Celebration
on May 25, 2022. To learn more about the Kurt Karakul
Literacy Award or to nominate a candidate, go to https:/
/www.literacycooperative.org/kurt-karakul-literacy-award/
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