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House fire on Jeffries Ave.
takes lives of two small children

According to the Cleve-
land Fire Department, a one-
year-old boy and one-
month-old baby girl died in
a house fire yesterday morn-
ing at 7609 Jeffries Ave.,
close to Warner Rd. in Cleve-
land, near the Garfield
Heights border. Three other
children escaped from the
house, while another who
lives at the house was at
school during the time of
the fire, according to vari-
ous local media sources.

Sources said multiple de-
partments responded to the
Jeffries Ave. home just be-
fore 10 a.m. Tuesday for the
working fire. Heavy smoke
and flames were seen com-
ing from the home when
fire crews arrived.

All six of the children liv-
ing at the house are reported
to be under the age of 14.
The three children who es-
caped from the fire were
transported to Marymount
Hospital along with their
mother.

At press time the cause of
the fire remains under in-
vestigation.

The Neighborhood News photographer Elena
Psenicka was the first media outlet representative at
the scene of a tragic house fire on Jeffries Avenue, off
Warner Rd. in Cleveland, yesterday morning that
killed two small children. Cause of the fire is under
investigation.

SPRING
FORWARD
SUNDAY

Daylight Savings Time
begins this Sunday at 2
a.m. Set your clocks
ahead one hour when
going to bed Saturday!

Joe Kocab celebrates 90th

Joe Kocab has worn a lot of hats during his long career
in Cleveland - teacher, administrator, Czech radio host
and Czech Catholic Union president, just to name a few.
And so he's made a lot of friends over the years, many of
whom were in attendance to celebrate Joe's 90th birthday
last Saturday at Bohemian National Hall in the North
Broadway neighborhood.

Fr. Michael Brunovsky and Fr. Gerard Gonba, on the
faculty at Benedictine High School, were there to con-
gratulate Joe and wish him well. He was a student at
Benedictine High in the late 1940's, served as class
president, member of the cheerleading squad and was on
the school newspaper staff.

After graduating from BHS, Joe received his B.A.
degree in zoology and his master’s degree in educational
administration from Ohio University.

He served as a teacher and department head at John
Adams High School in Cleveland from 1955-65 and
again in 1967 as assistant principal. He was also assistant
principal at Rawlings Junior High and South High
schools from 1969 until 1985.

For 48 years he hosted the weekly “Czech Voice of
Cleveland” radio show, most recently on WHKW AM
1220, and was "Mr. Karlin Hall," a Czech social club on
Fleet Ave., until it closed many years ago.

Joe is a past president of the Czech Catholic Union and
continues to serve as a director on its national board.

Happy birthday, Joe, on a job well done!

Tony Brancatelli, former Ward 12 Cleveland
councilman, is shown presenting a City of Cleveland
Resolution of Congratulations to Joe Kocab, seated, at
his 90th birthday party Saturday. Also pictured in the
photo are Pastor Rev. Robert J. Jasany of St. John
Nepomucene Parish, top left, and Pastor Rev. Joseph
H. Callahan of Our Lady of Lourdes Parish, top right.

MHPD
investigates

shooting
Last Wednesday, March 2,

at 8:05 a.m., Maple Heights
police responded to an
apartment building at 5201
Warrensville Center Rd., for
a report of shots fired and a
male with a gunshot wound
in his chest.

Upon arrival officers lo-
cated the victim laying in
the first-floor hallway. The
victim had at least one gun-
shot wound to his upper
chest but was conscious and
breathing. He was trans-
ported to MetroHealth
Medical Center by paramed-
ics from the Maple Heights
Fire Department. The sus-
pected gunman, who was
still on scene, surrendered
himself to officers without
incident. He was trans-
ported to the MHPD.

The investigation into this
incident is being handled
by the MHPD. Anyone with
information is asked to con-
tact the Maple Heights Po-
lice Detective Bureau: 216-
587-9624 or detectives
@mhpd-ohio.com. Infor-
mation can also be supplied
to Crime Stoppers.

N.N. online
Neighborhood News read-

ers can get their favorite
newspaper on the web at:
theneighborhoodnews.com.

New features on the website
are being added and will be
available soon!

Bedford begins process to fill Ward 4 seat
By Judith Goldsworth

Bedford officials are beginning the process of finding a candidate to fill the vacancy
in the Ward 4 Council seat after longtime Councilwoman Paula Mizsak passed away last
month, Mayor Stan Koci said at council's meeting Monday night.

Mizsak, who served as Ward 4's council representative for more than 26 years, passed
away on Friday, Feb. 18. According to the city's charter, council must find someone to
fill out her unexpired term until November, when the General Election will be held.

Explaining the process, Koci said, "We will be sending out postcards to everybody in
the Ward 4 area. If they're interested, they can send us a letter or a resume. Also, we will
put it online.... and we'll have some deadline dates in there. It's going to be about four
weeks after we mail the cards when all the responses will have to be in."

Koci said that there will be some minor background checks done on the people that
are interested in the Ward 4 seat. He said they won't be as extensive as they do for police
and fire because it's an appointment, not an election.

"So watch for that card in the mail if you're interested in serving," Koci said.
He also said the appointment only runs until this November when candidates will be

running for an additional year of Mizsak's unexpired term.

(Continued on Page 8)
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Garfield Hts. Rec. Center to
hold 53rd Ice Skating Show

This year's Annual Ice Show, titled "Skating the U.S.A.,"
will be held for one night only at 6:30 p.m., Saturday,
March 26, at the Dan Kostel Recreation Center, 5411
Turney Rd.

This annual event showcases outstanding skaters from
ages 3 to adult who participated in the 2021/2022 Learn
to Skate Season, displaying their talent and gracefulness
in the wonderful sport of figure skating.

Advance tickets are on sale now through March 24,
during open hours, or can be purchased at the door the
night of the show. Doors open at 5:30 p.m.

Tickets: $5.00 for ages 5-17 (4 and under no charge);
$5.00 for seniors ages 66 and up; $10.00 for ages 18-65.
216-475-7272 - www.garfieldhts.org

Home repair grant program approved in Maple Hts.
By Judith Goldsworth

At last week's meeting of Maple Heights Council, a
resolution was passed approving the 2022 Exterior Home
Repair Grant Program, and authorizing Mayor Annette
Blackwell to award funding to eligible applicants.

Blackwell and the Maple Heights Economic Develop-
ment Department have proposed the grant program to
provide owners who occupy their homes with financial
assistance to maintain the exterior of their homes.

The resolution authorizes Finance Director Tinita
Tillman to fund the program by appropriating up to
$100,000, with $50,000 of that amount to come city
funds. The additional $50,000 will be from funds pro-
vided to the city from private entities, the county or state,
which are specifically designated for the 2022 Exterior
Home Repair Grant Program.

According to the guidelines of the program, the city will
offer the home repair grant to cover transformative projects
to the outside of owner-occupied one-, two- or three-
family residential properties. These projects must be
visible from the street and may include, but are not
limited to, landscaping, roofs, painting, windows and
doors, and concrete.

If the property has any city violations, the grant must be
used to repair those violations, the guidelines state.
Projects that have started before the grant application was
received are not eligible. The city will fund a percentage
of selected project costs, depending on household in-
come, up to $3,000.

Projects will be approved in May and June with subse-
quent rounds as funds are available. The city may be
contacted for more information at 216-662-6000.

Other legislation passed
Council also passed a resolution authorizing Blackwell

and City Engineer Ed Hren to submit an application for
the Safe Routes to School (SRTS) program, to seek federal
funding for the project, estimated to cost $394,432. This
project is intended to alleviate traffic congestion around
schools in the city.

If the application for the funding is approved, Blackwell
will be authorized to enter into a contract with ODOT,
necessary to complete the project.

Also approved was a resolution authorizing a contract
between the city and Fabrizi Trucking and Paving Com-
pany, Inc., for the Mendota Avenue Watermain Project,
at a cost not to exceed $1,195,804. Fabrizi had the lowest
and best bid, officials determined.

Hren said that the Cleveland Water Department and the
Ohio Public Works Commission would provide grant
funding, with additional funding provided through the
Cuyahoga County Department of Public Works.

Another resolution passed at last week's meeting was to
accept a Software Licensing Agreement and quotes with
Software Solutions Inc., for a license for the Finance
Department to "use and operate certain proprietary com-

(Continued on Page 3)
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-puter programs for accounting, payroll, asset
management, departmental purchasing and time entry,
employee portal, and analytics, in the amount of $103,750."

Announcements
After many requests by Blackwell and other city officials

over the past few years to have a second police station in
the city, the new Maple Heights police substation will
celebrate its Grand Opening this Saturday, March 12,
from 10-11:30 a.m., the mayor and Police Chief Todd
Hansen announced last week.

The new substation's address is 6134 1/2 Dunham Rd.,
adjacent to the Discount Drug Mart store in Turney-
Dunham Plaza. Blackwell and Hansen are hosting
Saturday's celebration, and all are invited to stop by and
join in the festivities, which will include coffee and

Home repair grant program
(Continued from Page 2)

donuts, and a chance to see the new facilities.
Council Clerk Leonette Cicirella announced that at a

special meeting held by council on Tuesday, Feb. 22,
Angela Oglesby was appointed to the Maple Heights
Planning and Zoning Commission to complete an unex-
pired term ending May 31, 2026.

District 6 Councilman Richard Trojanski gave an update
on infrastructure projects taking place in his district, includ-
ing construction slated to take place soon on Hansen,
Watson and Raymond between Warrensville Center and
Northfield rds., and also on upper Gardenview Dr.

He said the actual resurfacing of the streets will take
place around August or September and added that only
Hansen, Watson and Raymond between Warrensville and
Northfield rds. will get resurfaced.

The Planning and Zoning Commission recently ap-
proved an application for a new retail business for the sale
and rental of party supplies at 5156 Warrensville Center
Road, Trojanski stated.

Scam website goes launched
The Cuyahoga County Scam Squad has launched its new

website to serve as an information hub for Cuyahoga County
residents and Scam Squad partners. The new website con-
tains resources for everyone, including how to avoid scams,
how to report a scam, a list of steps for scam victims, materials
for law enforcement and retailers and more.

The launch of the new site comes during National
Consumer Protection Week, March 6-12, 2022, a time
dedicated to help people understand their consumer
rights and avoid frauds and scams.

Features include: tips on avoiding current scams, a
handouts and tip sheets page where anyone can download
materials or request printed materials and a member’s
page with links to Scam Squad partners’ websites.
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REAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATE

WANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUY

LOST CATLOST CATLOST CATLOST CATLOST CAT

DODGE STRATUS SE. 2002. For
sale, good condition. New suspen-
sion and timing belt. No leaks or
eng ine  l i gh t  on .  Ready  to  go !
Odomoter 164,646 miles. Text or
call (440) 681-0814.

REAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATE

REAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATE
WANTEDWANTEDWANTEDWANTEDWANTED

REAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATE
WANTEDWANTEDWANTEDWANTEDWANTED

RENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENT RENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENT

SALE AUTOSALE AUTOSALE AUTOSALE AUTOSALE AUTO

HELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTED HELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

FARMER’S MARKETFARMER’S MARKETFARMER’S MARKETFARMER’S MARKETFARMER’S MARKET

Lost black cat, male. Hathaway/
Rockside Rd. Large,  Norwegian
black main coon cat. If found, call
(216)744-6378.

TRANSPORTATIONTRANSPORTATIONTRANSPORTATIONTRANSPORTATIONTRANSPORTATION

WANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUY

I am a driver for hire for all your
d r i v i ng  needs .  Sen io r - f r i end l y .
Doctors appointments, shopping,
some out-of- town tr ips.  Cal l  for
pricing. (216) 544-3024.

Cash paid for old, unwanted motor-
cyc les .  Runn ing  o r  no t ,  o l d
projects, wrecks, parts, memora-
bi l ia.  Cal l  now, (216) 441-6430,
free removal.

HELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

Resident ia l  c leaning posi t ion.  3
days a week. Must be dependabe.
(216) 661-9049.

Warehouse worker needed. Wine
distributor needs someone for ware-
house work. No weekends. Flex-
ible hours. Ability to lift 40 pounds.
This is an enjoyable environment
for someone looking for f lexible,
part-time hours. (440) 934-6879.



THE NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS PAGE 5WEDNESDAY, MARCH 9, 2022

TYLER HANSON

He is survived by: one daughter, Lilly Hanson of
Bedford, OH; three sisters, Lora Hanson of Streetsboro,
OH, Olivia Baker of Burlington, WV, and Kara DiRusso
of Eastlake, OH.

Private family services will be held. He will be laid to rest
beside his father at Newton Falls Cemetery.

Arrangements have been entrusted to the James Funeral
Home, 8 East Broad Street,
Newton Falls, OH 44444;
330-872-5440. Family and
friends may view Tyler's
obituary online or to send
condolences, please visit us
at www.james funeral home
inc.com

Tyler C. Hanson, age 27, passed away
suddenly on Monday, Feb. 28, 2022.
He was born on Oct. 22, 1995, the son
of Dennis Eugene Hanson and Valerie
Ann (Stover) Hanson. Tyler had a
great sense of humor, loved meteorol-
ogy, playing video games and loved
being with his daughter, family and
friends. Tyler is preceded in death by
his father, Dennis Hanson.

G.H. United
Methodist
holds Lenten
Bible Study 

Garfield Heights United
Methodist Church, 4977
Turney Rd., invites the com-
munity to join in Bible Study
for the Lenten season. The
study is entitled “Seven
Words” and is based on the
seven phrases Jesus ex-
pressed from the cross on
Good Friday.

Pastor Daniel Drew will lead
this study with a weekly dis-
cussion and teaching on
Wednesday evenings at 7
p.m., at the church or by
Zoom. The following Sun-
day the study will be pro-
claimed in worship. To reg-
ister or for more informa-
tion, call 216-641-4919.
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City of Independence Council update
Independence Council met in regular session via Zoom on Tuesday, Feb. 8, and

passed the following legislation:
•Amending an ordinance in order to raise the compensation of exempt personnel.
•Amending an ordinance in order to raise the compensation of non-exempt

personnel.
•Adoption of 2022 annual Appropriations Ordinance.
•Amending an ordinance declaring improvements to certain parcels of real estate to

be a public purpose, described the public infrastructure improvements made to benefit
those parcels, required the making of service payments in lieu of taxes, authorized an
agreement with respect to those service payments and established a municipal Public
Improvement Tax Increments Equivalent Fund, to remove a parcel from the list of those
on which improvements are declared to be a public purpose pursuant to Ordinance No.
2002-54, and declaring an emergency. (Two other related ordinances regarding TIFs
were also introduced and passed.)

•Authorizing payment to the Southwest Council of Governments of $22,500 for
annual membership dues.

•Purchasing three new 2022 Ford SUV Interceptors for the police department at a
total cost not to exceed $112,302.00.

•Purchasing a 2022 Ford SUV Explorer for the engineering department at a cost not
to exceed $40,304.00.

•Retaining Guide Studio, Inc. for professional services to assist the economic
development and communication departments with updating the city's branding,
Phase 2, not to exceed $22,500.00.

•Entering into an agreement with and making final payment to Quasar Energy Group,
LLC relative to the Job Retention and Creation Grant Agreement. Councilman
Anthony Togliatti commented that "based on the discussion this evening, and the
determination that this company has defaulted in the fifth year of their incentive
agreement with the city of Independence, the public perception of this settlement is
terrible for the city of Independence, and for that reason I cannot vote for this."

•Authorizing the mayor to enter into a change order to the General Construction
Engineering and Inspection Services Contract with Quality Control Inspection, Inc.,

9500 Midwest Ave., Garfield Heights, for additional professional general construction
engineering and inspection services in an amount not to exceed $10,000.00, and for
a total amount not to exceed $85,000.00.

•Authorizing the mayor to enter into a change order and final to the Creek, Utility
and Infrastructure Maintenance and Repairs Contract with Geotech Services, Inc., in
an amount not to exceed $23,338.92, and for a total contract amount not to exceed
$655,410.92.

•Entering into a Memorandum of Understanding with the Cuyahoga Soil & Water
Conservation District, for assistance with compliance of its N.P.D.E.S. Phase 2 Storm
Water Requirements, for a total cost not to exceed $32,000.00.

•Retaining South Shore Utility Locating, Inc. for protective services relative to the
city's underground conduit system.

•Authorizing an increase in the amount of funds allocated to retain Attorney
McLandrich, and the law firm of Mazanec, Raskin & Ryder Co., LPA, to represent
Anthony Togliatti, in his former official capacity, in accordance with their proposal
relative to the lawsuit, in an amount not to exceed $4,139.07, and for a total amount
not to exceed $112,478.54.

•Accepting the bid of Vancuren Services, Inc. for general tree trimming and removal
service for city property beginning March 1, 2022, and ending Dec. 31, 2023, in an
annual amount not to exceed $65,000.00.

•Entering into an agreement with Bob Sumerel Tire & Service of Seville, Ohio, for
the purchase and supply of tires and related products and services for city vehicles for
the period March 1, 2022, through Dec. 31, 2023, on an as-needed basis, in a total
amount not to exceed $60,000.00 each year.

•Entering into an agreement with ThreeZ-Inc. of Cleveland, for the purchase of yard
waste processing services for the service department on an as-needed basis for the
period beginning March 1, 2022, and ending Dec. 31, 2023, in an annual amount not
to exceed $60,000.00 each year and also to purchase the city's ground material and
ground leaf material at a cost of $3.95 per cubic yard.
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Because council did not have a quorum (Councilman
Donald Saunders was excused from the meeting), several
pieces of legislation could not passed but will be on the
table at a future meeting.

The Bedford Meals on Wheels is in need of volunteers,
a representative of the program announced at the meet-
ing. For more information, call 440-439-0302.

Bedford officials begin
(Continued from Page 1)

2021-2022 Garfield Hts.
Lil’ Bulldogs hockey team

Bohemian Hall kicks off
125th anniversary with
Fish Fry; special micro
beer on tap to celebrate

Bohemian National Hall, 4939 Broadway Ave., in the
North Broadway area of Cleveland, is celebrating its
125th anniversary this year with many events and activi-
ties.

This Friday's March 11th Fish Fry, with dinners served
from 5 to 8 p.m., will feature a special collaboration micro
beer on tap from Goldhorn Brewery. The new micro beer
is called "Plzenské 125," a locally brewed Pilsner in
recognition of the hall's 125th celebration.

All profits from the proceeds of the beer sales will go to
Sokol Greater Cleveland and Bohemian National Hall.
Live accordion polka music by Anthony Culkar will also
be featured this Friday and the Czech Museum & Gift
Shop will be open. Reservations are recommended for the
fish fry by calling Julie Meyer at 216-288-5692.

The cornerstone for Bohemian National Hall was laid in
1896 and completed in 1897 as a community hall to
accommodate the cultural, social and educational needs
of Czech immigrants in their newly adopted country, with
an emphasis on physical fitness and gymnastics.

Over many years the building has been lovingly restored
to its past glory. The hall continues to serve new genera-
tions with modern amenities. It houses the many activities
of Sokol Greater Cleveland and showcases the cultural
history and traditions of the Czech and Slovak people.

G.H. Community Awareness Meeting
All interested residents are invited to attend the Garfield Heights March Community

Awareness Meeting on Thursday, March 10, at 6:30 p.m., at The Village of Performing
Arts & Cultural Center, 12680 Rockside Rd., the former movie theater in Garfield
Commons.

The speaker will be Larry Lane, executive director of The Village of Performing Arts
& Cultural Center. The meeting will be hosted by the following Garfield Heights
councilmen: Chuck Donahue, Ward 2; Jason Seither, Ward 3; SFC Avery Johnson,
Ward 4; Jason Blake, Ward 5; and Clifford Kelley, Ward 6.

These hockey players be-
gan as part of the Learn to
Skate program at the
Garfield Heights Rec Cen-
ter held on Saturday morn-
ings. During this season
they have progressed to be-
come the Lil’ Bulldogs
Hockey Team.

Shown in photo, in alpha-
betical order, are: Leland
Bohler, Tomlin Bohler,
Hosea Cole, Evelyn Kelly,
Kevin Kelly, Quinn
Leonard, Jeremy Mamani,

Preston Nichols and Wesley
Nichols. Alo shown are
hockey coordinator and
coach, Jim DiRosa (kneel-
ing at left), and Coaches
Ryan DiRosa, standing on
right, and Troy Sutliff,
standing on left.Thanks for
a Great Season!

The Beginner In-House
Hockey program and all of
the Learn to Skate programs
will begin in early Septem-
ber 2022.

Other skaters from the
Learn to Skate programs will
be performing in the 2022
Ice Show on March 26, rang-
ing in ages from 3 to adult.

It's the law in Garfield Hts.
913.04  GARBAGE AND

RUBBISH CONTAINERS
(a)   Waste containers and waste or refuse not placed in

containers shall not be placed in front of any house or
other building by the owner, agent, lessee or occupant of
that building for collection prior to the time listed on the
corresponding chart on the evening immediately preceding
the day for refuse collection. Time of Placement: April 1 -
October 31, 6 p.m. November 1 - March 31, 4 p.m.

(Ord. 79-2010.  Passed 11-22-10.)
(b)   Empty waste containers shall not be permitted to

remain in the front of any house or other building by the
owner, agent, lessee or occupant of that building for a
period in excess of 12 hours from the time of collection
by the city.

(Ord. 59-2006.  Passed 9-25-06.)
PENALTY: Whoever violates any provision of Section

913.04 is guilty of a minor misdemeanor and shall be
fined not more than one hundred fifty dollars ($150.00).
The above listed minor misdemeanor may be enforced by
the issuance of a citation.

(Ord. 23-2006. Passed 6-12-06.)
.(Hosted by American Legal Publishing Corporation, 800-445-5588)


