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New councilmember
chosen for Ward 5 in G.H.

New Ward 5 Council-
woman Rachelle Tonsing
holds her oath of office after
being sworn in last week.

By Ellen Psenicka
Rachelle Tonsing was re-

cently chosen by Garfield
Heights City Council to re-
place Ward 5 Councilman
Jason Blake, who was forced
to resign his position last
month after accepting a new
job offer which would con-
flict with him being able to
attend the necessary council
meetings.

Tonsing was sworn in on
July 7, in the office of Mayor
Matthew Burke. She was not
at Monday night’s meeting
of Garfield Heights Coun-
cil, however, with her ab-
sence being excused.

The following legislation was passed by council Mon-
day:

•Authorizing the city engineer to prepare the necessary
plans and specifications and competitively bid for the
Multi-Street Reconstruction & Waterline Replacement
Project – Phase 7 – and authorizing payment of costs for
the project.

•Submitting to the electorate an amendment to Section
12 of the city charter relating to qualifications for the
president of council. If passed by voters at the Nov. 8,
2022 general election, “No councilmember shall be
elected President of Council until that member has
completed one full term of office. In the event no member
of council has completed one full term of office at the time
the president is elected, all members of council shall be
eligible to be elected.”

•Submitting to the electorate an amendment to Section
58 of the city charter regarding the time and method for
submitting zoning changes to the electors.

If passed at the Nov. 8, 2022 election, “Notwithstanding
anything in the charter or laws of this city to the contrary,
any change to the existing land uses, or any legislation
changing the existing zoning map, shall not become
finally effective without approval of a majority of qualified
electors of the city of Garfield Heights. Said issue shall be
submitted to the electors of the city at the next primary or
general election which shall occur not less than 60 days
after its passage by council.”

•Three separate ordinances amending collective bar-
gaining agreements for jailers/records clerks, safety dis-
patchers and for police sergeants and above.

•Entering into an agreement with Monsido Inc. to
ensure the city’s website is compliant with the Americans
with Disabilities Act.

•Authorizing the mayor to execute a Roth 457 Option
Employer Agreement with Ohio Public Employees De-
ferred Compensation to provide city employees with the
opportunity to participate in a Roth 457.

Two dead in accident on Broadway at Aetna Rd.
Cleveland police report that a man and woman are dead

after the motorcycle they were riding was hit by a speeding
car on Broadway and Aetna Rd. in Slavic Village on
Thursday, July 7, at about 2:40 a.m.

Dead is Bobby Henry, 22, of Maple Heights, driver of
the motorcycle, and his passenger, Brianca Palmer, 32, of
Buffalo, New York, according to local reports.

Police said a male operating a 2014 Mazda 6 was going
west on Broadway Ave., well in excess of the speed limit,
and appeared to be racing with a 2017 Honda Civic

operated by a female. The Mazda was driving left of center
west in the eastbound lanes.

Henry was driving a 1998 Honda motorcycle with
Palmer as a passenger. The motorcycle was eastbound
on Broadway approaching the intersection at Aetna
Rd. and was struck head-on by the Mazda.

The driver and a passenger in the Mazda fled the
scene on foot. The driver of the Honda Civic failed to
stop after the accident. A police investigation is ongo-
ing.

New principal named at
Holy Name Elementary

Portia Gadson

Holy Name Elementary School, 8328
Broadway Ave., Cleveland, has an-
nounced a new leadership team. The
parish school, with more than 150
years of tradition since opening as St.
Columba Academy in the 1860s, has
named Portia Gadson as its new prin-
cipal.

Gadson comes to Holy Name Elementary after serving as
assistant principal at St. Thomas Aquinas Elementary,
and has participated in development and recruitment
work at Partnership Schools. "She is very committed to
our community and Catholic Christian education," said
Holy Name pastor, Msgr. Richard Antall. "She comes
with great experience and tremendous energy to lead the
oldest Catholic school in our neighborhood to greater
achievement."

Msgr. Antall said he is excited about the changes which
will put Holy Name Elementary, with its small classes and
disciplined environment, in a better position to help so
many students who have fallen behind on academic skills
because of the pandemic.

“God has blessed us through the years and we count on
His help in all things," said Msgr. "I believe this will be
the best year Holy Name Elementary has had in all the
time I have been serving here.”

Bedford Council OKs resident trash fee hike, puts
proposed charter amendments on November ballot

By Judith Goldsworth
Bedford Council approved legislation to raise trash

collection costs for residents beginning with the real estate
tax collection in 2023, and also passed several pieces of
legislation for proposed charter amendments for voters to
decide on the Tuesday, Nov. 8 ballot.

Residents currently pay $14 per month, per unit, for
garbage collection, recycling and disposal under the city’s
current contract with Kimble, and the fees have remained
the same for the past several years. Under the new
contract, also with Kimble, residents will pay $18 per
month, per unit, City Manager Mike Mallis stated, an
increase of $4 per month per unit. The changes take effect
this month.

Proposed charter amendments
Council passed the following five ordinances for pro-

posed charter changes, all recommended by the Charter
Review Commission (CRC), to be considered by voters in
the Tuesday, November 8 General Election:

•Equalizing population in the six wards of the city using
federal census figures and making such boundary changes
as they deem necessary or required, the legislation states.
The population figures will only include adults over 18,
or voting age.

•Amending qualifications of council members, to ex-
tend the six-month residency requirement to two years. In
one of those two years, the candidate must be a resident of
the ward for which he/she is seeking election.

•Amending announcement and filling of council vacan-
cies to require that a council seat vacancy be announced
in 10 days, that the vacancy be filled by an interim
successor within 60 days, and that the election be held at
the next regular or General Election, to be held 90 days
after the determination of the vacancy, to allow candidates
adequate time to circulate petitions.

•Amending notice of appropriation of property to
change the number of readings from one to three before
council authorizes the appropriation, and also to include
electronic forms of notice to the owner, permitted by law.

•Changing the terms of the Civil Service Commission to
four years to be consistent with other city board terms, and
to allow the Finance Director (who also serves as the Secretary
of the Civil Service Commission), to vote in case of a tie.

Three other ordinances to propose charter changes, all
to conform with current law and the format approved by
the State of Ohio, were defeated by council on the
grounds that Ohio law already superseded them, and
would take effect whether voters approved them or not.

Other items on agenda
Council approved the following ordinances at last week’s

meeting:
•Amending previous legislation to make additional

budget appropriations for current expenditures of the
city during 2022.

(Continued on Page 3)_

(Continued on Page 5)
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Dinner & Movie with
Bingo for N.H. seniors

Newburgh Heights Annual Senior Dinner & Movie with
Bingo will be held on Saturday, July 30, at 5 p.m. in the
Newburgh Heights Community Room, 3801 Harvard Ave.

Newburgh Heights residents, age 50 and above, will
enjoy an evening with friends, play bingo, have a deli-
cious meal and listen to Beatles tunes in the movie
“Yesterday.”

Registration is required. Contact via text or phone:
Councilwoman Linda Giersz, 216-571-4525, or Council-
woman Dorene Kray, 216-702-2861. It is important to
include your name and contact phone number and
number of guests. Deadline for registration is Monday,
July 25, at 6 p.m.

Dive in to give blood!!
The American Red Cross and Discovery are partnering

for Shark Week and invite people to dive in to help save
lives by giving blood or platelets in July.

Those who come to give July 21-24 will get an exclusive
Shark Week T-shirt from Discovery, while supplies last.
Details are available at rcblood.org/sharkweek.

Christmas in July at
Garfield Hts. pool!

After not having Christmas in July for two years due to
Covid 19 – IT’S BACK!

Join us on Saturday, July 23, at the Dan Kostel Rec
Center, 5411 Turney Rd., Garfield Heights, from 1-7
p.m., for our annual Christmas in July pool event.

There will be Christmas music played throughout the
day, swim races, splash, hula hoop and limbo contests,
Snickers the Balloon twister, line dancing on the pool
deck,  specials at our concession stand and possibly a visit
from Santa Claus!

Our patrons that have a recreation ID card or seasons
pass are free. Don’t have a pass or ID card yet? Residents
can pay $5 admission with proof of residency; non-
residents pay $10 admission – 4 & under are free with a
paying adult.

If you need more information, call 216-475-7272 during
open office hours or check the web page at:
www.garfieldhts.org. You can also sign up on our web
page “Notify Me” for all alerts and events.

To book a time to give, download the Red Cross Blood
Donor App, visit RedCrossBlood.org or call 1-800-RED
CROSS (1-800-733-2767).

Local blood donation sites
INDEPENDENCE: 7/25/2022: 9 a.m. - 3 p.m., Inde-

pendence Community Center, 6363 Selig Drive
VALLEY VIEW: 7/21/2022: 8 a.m. - 2 p.m., Teamsters

Local 507, 5425 Warner Rd, Unit 7
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Bedford Council OKs
(Continued from Page 1)

•A five-year contract with Julian & Grube, Inc., Certi-
fied Public Accountants, for the performance of city of
Bedford independent audits for the years 2022 through
2026. The costs will increase incrementally each year, for
a total cost of $182,650 over the five-year term of the
contract.

•Authorizing Mallis to accept the proposal of Gardiner
for two rooftop compressors for the Municipal Complex,
at a cost of $12,988. Both existing compressors running
the air conditioning units failed, requiring immediate
replacement, Mallis said, adding that Gardiner would
also provide a warranty on the equipment.

•Contracting with United Survey, Inc., to repair a failed
storm sewer located at 671 Archer Rd., at a cost of
$12,075. United Survey will construct a “sleeve” around
the failed section to restore sewer service, Mallis stated.

•Contracting with Angelo Benedetti, Inc., for asphalt
surface recycling to repair sections of Button Rd. and
Tudor Ave., at a cost of $167,700. Mallis said that
Benedetti is the sole source provider for the work, which
uses the existing asphalt on the roadway and combines it
with other materials, recycling it to create a new road
surface.

Announcements
Mallis said the city was looking to resurface a portion of

Turney Rd. in the next few years and confirmed that
Bedford had received a $250,000 Cuyahoga County grant
towards that work. Because of the work expected to take
place on Broadway next year, the city had applied for the
Turney Rd. funding for 2023-24.

Elmer Flick, Bedford’s own Baseball Hall of Famer, will
be honored with Elmer Flick Days in the city this Friday,
July 15, and Saturday, July 16, Mallis and Councilman
Jeff Asbury stated. Events in the city will include screen-
ings of the baseball-themed movies “The Sandlot” and
“Field of Dreams.” Visit museum@BedfordOhio
History.org for details.

The Rotary Club Rib Burn-Off will be held in downtown
Bedford the weekend of Friday, July 22, through Sunday,
July 24. As with all city events, go to bedfordoh.gov for
more information.

Because of events scheduled at the Ellenwood Center on
the upcoming Election Day, Tuesday, Aug. 2, the voting
location for residents in Wards 1, 2, 3 and 6 has been
temporarily changed to Bedford High School, 481
Northfield Rd., Mayor Stan Koci stated. Residents of
Wards 4 and 5 will vote at Glendale Primary, 400 West
Glendale St.
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REAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATE
WANTEDWANTEDWANTEDWANTEDWANTED

REAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATE
WANTEDWANTEDWANTEDWANTEDWANTED

RENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENT RENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENT

RENT HOUSERENT HOUSERENT HOUSERENT HOUSERENT HOUSE

Shaker Heights/Chelton. 2-1/2 bed-
rooms ,  down .  No  pe t s .  No
smoking.Section 8 welcome. $950/
month. (216)799-1633.

WANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUY

YARD SALEYARD SALEYARD SALEYARD SALEYARD SALE

WANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUY

MOVING SALEMOVING SALEMOVING SALEMOVING SALEMOVING SALE MOVING SALEMOVING SALEMOVING SALEMOVING SALEMOVING SALEFOR SALEFOR SALEFOR SALEFOR SALEFOR SALE

FENCING: 4’  x 8’ used sections of
shadow box wooden fencing. Come
see and make offer. Approx. six
sections. You take away. Call (216)
956-3218.

2 self-propelled mowers. 6.5 Toro,
both $175. 4 picnic benches, like
new, $50. (216) 385-0732.

REAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATE REAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATE

Multi-family yard sale. July 15-16-
17, 10am - 4pm. No Early Birds!
11712 Granger Rd., Garfield Hts.

HELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

Residential cleaning position. 2-4
days per week. Must be depend-
able. Call (216) 661-9049.

HELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

HELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTED
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•Authorizing an amendment to the Collective Bargain-
ing Agreement between the city and the Ohio Patrolmen’s
Benevolent Association.

The vote on an emergency ordinance for an agreement
with OHM Advisors to provide economic development/
planning services to the city for the years 2022, 2023 and
2024 was tied 3-3, and therefore defeated. In her vote
against the ordinance, Councilwoman Stacey Collier said

New Garfield Heights Ward 5 councilmember chosen
(Continued from Page 1) she would like more information on the financials of the

agreement.
The next regular meeting of Garfield Heights City

Council will be held on Monday, Aug. 8, as per the
summer schedule.
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Community Police Reports

CLEVELAND
Shooting

•In the late evening hours of June 29/30, a shooting
took place in the 6200 block of Gertrude Ave. A 20-year-
old male was the victim of gunshot wounds to the
stomach. Was transported by EMS to MetroHealth Medi-
cal Center.

•On July 3, at 6:43 a.m., a shooting took place in the
3300 block of E. 65 St. A 29-year-old male was the victim
of gunshot wounds to the chest and stomach. EMS
transported him to MetroHealth.

•On July 5, a shooting took place at E. 65 St. and
Broadway Ave. A 44-year-old male was the victim of a
gunshot wound to the leg. EMS transported him to
MetroHealth.

(All information is preliminary and subject
to change pending investigation.)

GARFIELD HEIGHTS
Traffic Offense – Fleeing

On July 3, at about 4:43 a.m., a GHPD officer observed
a Kia Soul turning westbound onto Plymouth Ave. from E.
93 St., traveling at a very high rate of speed and going
through the stop sign at the intersection. The officer
attempted to initiate a traffic stop but the Kia accelerated
and got onto I-480 west, reaching speeds of about 90
mph. Prior to the Brooklyn Heights exit, the Kia blew a
tire which reduced the car’s speed to 25 mph. The driver
pulled over and fled on foot, but a female passenger, also
fleeing on foot, was apprehended and taken to Brooklyn
Heights PD. The male driver was never located or iden-
tified. It was noted that shortly after the vehicle stopped
on the freeway sparks started underneath the car. Within
minutes it was fully engulfed in flames. Before the fire
started a registration was found in the car and it was found
to be stolen out of Cleveland.

•On July 5, a Garfield Heights jailer reported an
attempted prisoner escape at about 4 p.m. Video footage

showed the suspect trying to leave the jail with another
inmate being released on bond. He was confronted by the
jailer and told him he had already bonded out. The jailer
ordered him to one of the holding cells. At this time the
suspect charged the jailer and after a brief struggle the
jailer wrestled the suspect into the holding cell and
locked the door. The jailer sustained minor injuries to the
biceps of both his arms. Report was forwarded to the
Detective Bureau for charges.

Assault
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Slavic Village a standout at GardenWalk 2022 event

Sebert Ave. residents held a block party to celebrate
GardenWalk 2022 as well as showing off their landscaping
skills and street paintings.Slavic Village participant in GardenWalk 2022

Thousands of guests visited the many gardens through-
out the city of Cleveland for GardenWalk 2022 last
weekend, which included numerous gardens in Slavic
Village. A highlight this year was the Gardens and Street
Paintings on Sebert Ave., where residents closed off the
street and had an old fashioned block party through the
efforts of Slavic Village Community Stewards Joy
Cummings and Tiffany Andreoli.

The guests participated in art projects, enjoyed music,
refreshments, snacks and a bounce house for kids, as well
as visiting the wonderfully landscaped gardens on Sebert.

“This is an amazing community building opportunity in
our neighborhood and a wonderful way to showcase the
many positive assets to our Slavic visitors and guests,” said
Tony Brancatelli.

Slavic Village's own Marie Kittredge is the president of
GardenWalk Cleveland and did a great job this year of
recruiting residents in Slavic Village to participate as one
of the host neighborhoods again, Brancatelli commented.

GardenWalk Cleveland is a nonprofit organization that
offers free, self-guided tours of gardens, urban farms,
vineyards, orchards and more in the neighborhoods of
Cleveland. Tour at your own pace in each of the annually
designated Cleveland neighborhoods.
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