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Shayla Davis appointed to
11th Ohio House District seat

State Rep. Shayla L. Davis (D-Cleveland), a Garfield Heights
resident and former Ward 4 Garfield Heights Council member, was
officially appointed and sworn in last Wednesday to fill the vacancy
as state representative to the 11th Ohio House District.

The vacancy in the 11th Ohio House District became available last
month when its then-representative, Stephanie D. Howse, was sworn
in as Cleveland City Council member from Ward 7. Davis will fill the
remainder of Howse's term which will expire on January 3, 2023.

“I couldn't be more excited to continue my public service as the
Ohio House District 11 representative," Davis said. "I want to thank
Leader Russo and the members of the House Democratic Caucus for this appointment.
We have some of the most challenging issues plaguing District 11, but together we can
confront them. I am a passionate, dedicated servant leader who will continue to fight
for the diversity, equity and inclusion within District 11.”

Rep. Davis outlined her top priorities Wednesday, which include:
•Preventing maternal, infant mortality and morbidity;
•Combating poverty;
•Ensuring fair and equitable opportunity for all within the judicial system;
•Creating quality education and workforce development;
•Investing in minority business to ensure access to resources;
•Protecting collective bargaining;
•Increasing public transportation funding.

Davis was elected to Garfield Heights Council in November 2019, and served in that
capacity until April 2021, when she resigned after admitting she was working for the
city of Cleveland while holding her council position, in violation of the Garfield
Heights Charter. Last year she ran unsuccessfully to be mayor of Garfield Heights, a
position won by incumbent Matt Burke.

Davis had previously worked for multiple government agencies throughout her career
such as the Cuyahoga County Public Defender's Office, Cuyahoga County Board of
Health and the City of Cleveland Municipal Court.

The 11th House District includes all or parts of Cleveland, Garfield Heights and
Newburgh Heights.

Shayla Davis

Maple Hts. wrestlers win Lake Erie League title
The Maple Heights High School wrestling team cap-

tured its 11th consecutive Lake Erie League champion-
ship on Saturday, Feb. 12, at home in the historic Wylie
Athletic Complex.

The Mustangs tallied 203.5 points to outdistance run-
ner-up Cleveland Heights with 178 points. Shaker Heights
finished third with 159 points followed by Lorain with
147, Bedford with 91, Garfield Heights with 78 and Shaw
with 67.

The win was Maple’s 48th championship in both the old
Greater Cleveland Conference (1954–1998) and the Lake
Erie League (1999–present).

Winning individual titles for the Mustangs were: Jayshawn
Eggleton (106 pounds), Jhaleal Rasheed (120 pounds),
Daniel Eggleton (138 pounds) and Christian Edge (165
pounds). Rasheed, Edge and Daniel Eggleton, all se-

niors, each achieved the noteworthy feat of becoming
three-time Lake Erie League champions. Jayshawn
Eggleton, a junior, won his second consecutive indi-
vidual title.

Khaleal Rasheed (126 pounds), Vontez Tyus (132
pounds), Terry Murphy (144 pounds) and Kaden Pulley
(175 pounds) each finished as runners-up in their respec-
tive weight classes. Other Mustang place winners were
Derek Palmer (3rd at 150 pounds), Anthony Brooks (5th
at 157 pounds), Tre’Voughn Jackson (3rd at 190 pounds),
Steven Gardner (5th at 215 pounds) and Sam Holland
(5th at 285 pounds).

Coach Jamie Milkovich’s Mustangs wrestled their dual
final match of the season at Garfield Heights on Tuesday,
Feb. 22, before starting post-season tournament action at
the St. Edward Sectional on Saturday, Feb. 26. The
Mustangs are currently 19-0 in dual meets.

Black
History

Month event
Thursday in
Garfield Hts.

Celebrate Black History
Month this Thursday,
Feb. 24, at 6 p.m., at Chris-
tian Kingdom Assembly
Church, 12700 Broadway
Ave., Garfield Heights,
featuring keynote speaker
Nina Turner. Turner for-
merly served as an Ohio
state senator and as cam-
paign co-chair for Sen.
Bernie Sanders of Ver-
mont.

Guest speakers will in-
clude Garfield Heights
School Board President
Nichelle Daniels and
Garfield Heights Mayor
Matt Burke. Special musi-
cal guests are flutist
Herbert Wilborn, vocalist
Maria Daniels and vocal-
ist and promoter Michael
Africa.

The program will be live-
streamed (see ad on Page
8), and in-person by res-
ervation confirmation
only. For more details,
contact Michael Dudley,
Sr. at 216-324-7661.

Maple Heights Police
substation expected to
open Tuesday, March 1

By Judith Goldsworth
The new police substation in the Discount Drug Mart in

Turney-Dunham Plaza is expected to open on Tuesday,
March 1, Police Chief Todd Hansen announced at the
Maple Heights Council meeting last week.

In late 2021, Mayor Annette Blackwell said that she and
Hansen and other city officials had been working for
some time to have a police substation located in the store
at 6148 Dunham Rd., to better serve residents in the
western half of the city. Maple Heights' current police
station is located in the eastern part of Maple Heights, at
5373 Lee Rd.

After repeated inquiries to Drug Mart headquarters in
Medina, Blackwell announced at a December council
meeting that she had finally gotten a response from
company representatives, and at no cost to the city the
police substation would open early this year as a second
location for officers to do reports and to increase access
and communication in the community.

"It's not going to reduce crime, but it's a presence... and
it gives a sense of security," Blackwell stated.

Hansen has previously stated that the police substation
was "an exciting opportunity" for the city, initiated as a
partnership between Drug Mart and the police station.
Hansen explained that Drug Mart had worked with the
property owner and was able to obtain a portion of the
storefront in what was formerly a pizza place, and subse-
quently renovated the interior, made some needed re-
pairs, and got it ready for the city's use, emphasizing that
this was not costing the city any money.

Grogan-Myers leaving
Economic Development Director Patrick Grogan-Myers

was honored for his work by Blackwell and other city
officials at last week's meeting, as he is stepping down to
take a position with the city of Euclid, as director of
Planning and Development.

Grogan-Myers, who has served the city of Maple Heights
for the past two years, stated in his final report to council:
"I am very thankful for my time here. We've accomplished
a lot, and I think that is something we can all be proud
of. It feels kind of fitting that my announcement tonight
is that we have finalized our 2021 Annual Report in the
Department of Building and Housing and Economic
Development."

He noted that last year 1557 permits were issued in the
city, a five-year high, and more than $16.3 million
invested in the city, which also represented a high.

"We've had a lot of investments going on in our city,"
Grogan-Myers said, adding that new homes had been
built and more were under construction, and that about
$36,000 in income taxes were generated by a new business
in the city, GOJO Industries, an Akron-based manufac-
turer of Purell sanitizing products.

(Continued on Page 2)
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Maple Heights Police substation expected to open Tuesday, March 1
(Continued from Page 1)

Blackwell praised Grogan-Myers' efforts in retaining
and bringing businesses to Maple Heights, and conse-
quently keeping the city's economic recovery moving
forward.

"You have been a joy to work with," Blackwell said to
Grogan-Myers, "and thank you for helping Maple Heights
with your vision."

Audit agreement approved
Council approved a resolution at the meeting authoriz-

ing Blackwell to enter into an agreement with Ohio
Auditor of State Keith Faber, for an audit of the city's
financial statements for 2021, at a cost of $27,470.

Faber issued an engagement letter and agreement dated
Feb. 10, 2022, to Finance Director Tinita Tillman in-

dicating it will audit the city's basic financial statements as of
Dec. 31, 2021, to express its opinion concerning whether
the statements and related disclosures present fairly, in all
material aspects, the city's financial position. The report is
expected to be delivered on or about Sept. 30, 2022.

Also passed at last week's meeting was an ordinance to
amend and restate a chapter of the codified ordinances
concerning land reutilization.

The legislation will improve the process of selling
vacant lots as side yards to adjacent property owners.
Also, the economic development director "shall compile
and maintain a written inventory of all properties ac-
quired under the land reutilization program, establish
and maintain records and accounts reflecting all transac-
tions, expenditures and revenues relating to the land
reutilization program."

Also passed was a resolution authorizing Blackwell to
enter into a revised and restated professional services
agreement with Consolo Law Firm Co., LPA, to provide
assistant prosecutor and law director services to the city
from Jan. 1, 2022-Dec. 31, 2023.

Black History Month presentation
In honor of Black History Month, Councilman Stafford

Shenett awarded a certificate of recognition to District 7
resident Alfred Leak, who gave a presentation at the
meeting in honor of civil rights pioneer Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr.

In conjunction with Councilmembers Edwina Agee and
Tanglyn Madden, Shenett introduced the presentation as
part of their annual Black History Month recognition.

Laws of Garfield Heights
351.15  ALL NIGHT PARKING
(a)   No person shall park a vehicle on any street between

the hours of 3:00 a.m. and 6:00 a.m. of any day, except
physicians, priests, ministers and rabbis on emergency
calls or other persons who have obtained a parking permit
from the Police Department.

(b)   Upon application of any person to the Police
Department, a parking permit may be issued if in the
opinion of the Police Department, the issuance of such
permit would be reasonably necessary for the health,
safety and welfare of the applicant and the community as
a whole. Such permit shall be available at a cost of fifteen
dollars ($15.00) per tag and shall expire annually on
September 1. A thirty day grace period shall be given for
renewals each September, wherein application shall be
reevaluated under existing regulations. The parking per-
mit authorized herein shall be firmly affixed to and
prominently displayed in the lower corner of the wind-
shield on the driver’s side of the vehicle so authorized.

(c)   The Police Department is hereby authorized and
directed to compile and maintain a record of permits
issued and to compile regulations to act as a guide in the
issuance of permits.

(Ord. 14-1995.  Passed 2-27-95.)
(d)   Notwithstanding the provisions of subsections (a)

to (c) hereof, no person shall stand or park a vehicle on
any street, road or thoroughfare in the City continuously
for a period exceeding twenty-four hours. Any vehicle
found so parked in violation of this subsection shall be
towed to a City auto storage pound.

(Ord. 138-1964.  Passed 10-12-64.)
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Genealogical society meets
The Cuyahoga Valley Genealogical Society meeting will

be held on Monday, March 7, at 7 p.m. at the Indepen-
dence Civic Center, Willow Room, 6353 Selig Blvd.,
Independence. “History of Cleveland’s Jewelers” will be
presented by Todd Cahen.

For additional information contact Cuyahoga
valleygensociety@gmail.com.

Free Community Meal
The free Monthly Community Meal (takeout version) at

The Lutheran Church of the Covenant, 19000 Libby Rd.,
Maple Heights, will be served this Thursday, Feb. 24,
from 4:30 to 6 p.m. Drive your vehicle to the back of the
church and your food will be brought out to you. For
questions, call Mary, 216-924-6096.

Tax help at Fleet library
Tax season is upon us, and the Cleveland Public

Library is here to help. It is offering free tax preparation
services through partners Cuyahoga EITC Coalition and

AARP. Trained volunteers will assist with federal and
state tax returns. Participants must bring their docu-
ments, including an ID and the previous year’s tax return.

 Registration is required for tax preparation sessions at
three neighborhood branches, including the Fleet branch
library at 7224 Broadway Ave., Slavic Village. Free tax prep
assistance will be offered at the Fleet library Tuesdays
through April 12, from 10 a.m. – 6 p.m. Call 211 to register.

Need tax forms? The Cleveland Public Library has a
limited supply of 1040 forms at select locations. Visit
cpl.org/tax to find out how to obtain Form 1040 and other
IRS documents.
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REAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATE

WANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUY

ESTATE SALEESTATE SALEESTATE SALEESTATE SALEESTATE SALE

Exercise equipment: Nordic Trac
multi-action unit, dual-action Ergo-
meter bike, both for $99. New in the
c ra te :  v i ny l  ga rden  w indow,
30”x30”x40”, will sell for 30% of
list price. Two newly upholstered
living room chairs, $99/both. (330)
468-8593.

DODGE STRATUS SE. 2002. For
sale, good condition. New suspen-
sion and timing belt. No leaks or
eng ine  l i gh t  on .  Ready  to  go !
Odomoter 164,646 miles. Text or
call (440) 681-0814.

REAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATE

REAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATE
WANTEDWANTEDWANTEDWANTEDWANTED

REAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATE
WANTEDWANTEDWANTEDWANTEDWANTED

RENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENT RENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENT

WANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUY

SALE AUTOSALE AUTOSALE AUTOSALE AUTOSALE AUTO

HELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTED HELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

HELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

Residential cleaning position. 2-4
days per week. Must be depend-
able. Call (216) 661-9049.

I am a driver for hire for all your
d r i v i ng  needs .  Sen io r - f r i end l y .
Doctors appointments, shopping,
some out-of- town tr ips.  Cal l  for
pricing. (216) 544-3024.

TRANSPORTATIONTRANSPORTATIONTRANSPORTATIONTRANSPORTATIONTRANSPORTATION
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Third Federal adds its
voice to those opposing
Slavic Village for jail site

The following is a letter sent to Cuyahoga County
Executive Armond Budish from Third Federal Savings
& Loan CEO Marc Stefanski and other Third Federal
officials opposing a site between Fleet and Pershing
aves. in Slavic Village which is under serious consider-
ation for the new Cuyahoga County jail. The letter is
dated Feb. 16, 2022.

Dear County Executive Budish,
Our commitment to Slavic village does not allow us to sit

idly by as residents and non-profit leaders fight to have
their voices heard after learning that the neighborhood is
under serious consideration as a site for the new county
jail.

We oppose the North Broadway property in Slavic
Village as a potential site for the jail. Furthermore, we
oppose any proposal suggesting the new jail be built in a
residential neighborhood when there are alternative in-
dustrial sites to consider.

Targeting the North Broadway site for this facility does
nothing to improve the standing of the neighborhood. In
fact, it does the opposite. It has an enormous impact on
those who work in Slavic Village and the 20,000 residents
who call it home.

Slavic Village has been our home for nearly 85 years.
When we expanded our headquarters in the 1990s, we

chose to stay in Slavic Village, committing to be a
responsible corporate anchor for the neighborhood.
Today, we are living up to this commitment by providing
ongoing opportunities for those who live, learn and work
in the neighborhood.

As the developer for Trailside Slavic Village, a once
brownfield site has now been turned into viable, new,
single-family homes. Additional phases are in develop-
ment and expected to break ground in 2022.

Our Foundation works tirelessly to support both small
and large projects that make a positive impact on this
community, investing nearly $2MM annually in direct
support to schools and housing initiatives in Slavic
Village alone. We have also made a significant investment
in 5115 The Rising, which is bringing hope and momen-
tum to the North Broadway neighborhood – momentum
that can easily be curtailed if the county continues to
pursue a site for the new jail only blocks away.

It is clear that the residents of Slavic Village oppose this
proposal, and we support this community and add our
voice to the opposition. Do not sacrifice the progress that
has been made, and the potential for what this neighbor-
hood could be, for a facility that will not serve as a beacon
of hope, but as a reminder of hopelessness.

Sincerely,
Marc A Stefanski and the Management Team of Third

Federal
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CLEVELAND
(All information is preliminary and subject to change.)

Shooting
On Feb. 16, at 10:55 a.m., an 18-year-old male in the

4100 block of E. 57 St., was the victim of gunshot wounds
to the head, neck, arm and groin. EMS transported him
to MetroHealth Medical Center.

GARFIELD HEIGHTS
Motor Vehicle Theft

On Feb. 13, at about 4:30 a.m., police responded to I-
480 west near Transportation Blvd. for a vehicle that was
flipped on its side. Officers arrived and found the vehicle
flipped and unoccupied. Police contacted the owner of
the car by phone. She told officers that she works at Aura
Bar, 4910 Turney Rd., and that about 4:15 a.m. she went
out to the Aura parking lot to start her car and let it “warm
up.” She left the car with keys in the ignition and returned
in five minutes to find her vehicle was gone.

Shots Fired
On Feb. 14, at about 9:10 p.m., police were called to the

area of the 9500 block of Garfield Blvd. for a report of
shots fired. The caller said a male and female were
arguing outside near her home and that the female shot
several rounds at the male. Both parties were reported to
have left the scene in separate vehicles. Officers located
six 9mm shell casings in the driveway near the side door
of the home in question. Several drops of suspected blood
were on the ground as well as on the wall next to the side
door, which was ajar. No occupants were located inside
the house nor was there any further evidence of gunshots
or physical injury inside the residence. Area hospitals
were checked for gunshot victims with no success. At the
time of the incident it was unknown who fired the

gunshots or if anyone was hurt by the gunfire.

Aggravated Robbery
On Feb. 14, about 12:06 p.m., police were called to

Munchies 131, a convenience store at 4546 E. 131 St., for an
aggravated robbery report. When police arrived they were
told by a witness that there were a female suspect and armed
male suspect inside the store, and also two employees inside.
Officers set up a perimeter around the business.

The female came out of the store crying and highly
upset. She was found to have a handgun in her pocket
with 12 bullets in the magazine and one in the chamber,
but was unable to answer officers’ questions. The two
employees exited the store, were able to get in a car and
exit the parking lot. The male subject then exited Munchies
and was taken into custody without incident.

Police entered the empty store and found money on the
floor and money and cell phones on the counter near the
cash register. There were seven cell phones that the male
suspect had taken out of the display case and put on the
counter. There were three Iphone 8’s, two Samsung 7’s,
and two Iphone 7’s. Surveillance video captured the male
suspect behind the counter taking the phones from the
display case and taking money out of the register. The
female suspect was observed taking money from the
lottery cash register and placing a gun in her jacket
pocket.

The male suspect was found to have previous convic-
tions for burglary and felonious assault. He was charged

with aggravated robbery and having a weapon under
disability. The female suspect was charged with aggra-
vated robbery. Evidence collected and given to Detective
Bureau.

Theft
On Feb. 16, at 6:41 p.m., an officer was dispatched to

the police station lobby in reference to a theft. The victim
told the officer that his wife had received a phone call that
morning from a Michael Stevens who claimed to be a
public defender for her nephew. Stevens said her nephew
was recently in a car accident and injured another person
and demanded $1000 from her to bail her nephew out of
jail. The wife sent Stevens two $500 American Express gift
cards. A short time later she received another call from
Stevens who demanded another $1000 because her nephew
had run a stop sign. She and her husband did not send
any more gift cards and called police to report the scam.
Report referred to the Garfield Heights Detective Bureau.

Attempted Suicide
On Feb. 17, at 8:45 a.m., Garfield Heights units re-

sponded to the area of I-480 west at Broadway for a report
of a man who had jumped off the overpass bridge onto the
highway. Upon arrival officers found a man on the
highway injured. They attempted to get information from
the man but he was uncooperative. A squad arrived and
took him to MetroHealth Medical Center for treatment.
Two men who were driving on I-480 west at the time
witnessed the man jump from the overpass. Man still not
identified at time of report.
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Bedford (Bedford Heights/Oakwood
Village) Branch Library

Here are some of the FREE programs for March 2022 at
the Bedford Branch of the Cuyahoga County Public
Library, located at 70 Columbus Rd., Bedford, Ohio
44146. For more information, or to register for any
program, please call 440-439-4997.

Kids Café -18 & younger 
Monday-Friday, 3-4 p.m.

and social studies. MUST
REGISTER

Kids ages 18 and under
can get a FREE grab-and-
go lunch provided by the
Greater Cleveland Food
Bank, while supplies last.

Homework Center - K-8th

grade. Monday-Thursday
(school days) 4-6:30 p.m.

Since 2002, our FREE
Homework Centers' program
has helped thousands of stu-
dents in grades K–8 improve
their grades and subject
comprehension. Homework
Centers are available at 10
branches. Students who par-
ticipate in the program re-
ceive homework assistance
from trained tutors in the
following subjects: language
arts, math, reading, science

Nursery Rhymes at
Noon. Tuesday, March 1,

8, 15, 22, 29, 12 p.m.
Join us each week for sto-

ries, rhymes and activities
as we add pages to our nurs-
ery rhyme book and make a
related craft. This program
is in-person and virtual.
MUST REGISTER

Zoom Virtual Storytime
(Family)- For children 0-5
and their families. Tues-
day, March 1, 8, 15, 22, 29,
6:30 p.m.

Join us for rhymes, songs,
fingerplays and stories. A
meeting link will be emailed
to registered participants
approximately one hour

prior to the start of the pro-
gram. Staff will be available
for help with connecting to
Zoom and technical issues
beginning 15 minutes prior
to the program. You will need
a device with audio and/or
video and an internet con-
nection to join. If you have
questions about registering
for this program, please con-
tact a librarian at the Bedford
Branch at 440-439-4997.
MUST REGISTER

Puppet-Building Work-
shop w/ Ohio Arts Council
(8-wk. series) -grades 3-5.
Wednesday, March 2, 9,
30, 4 p.m.

Eight students in grades 3-
5 and eight adults 55+ will
experience intergener-
ational puppet building and
puppet show creation with
Ohio Arts Council roster
artist Sheela Das. All par-
ticipants receive supplies to
build colorful puppets and
create a stage for the show.
Each week participants will
learn new skills in the arts.
Final performances take
place in-person (or via video)
during the last class. MUST
REGISTER


