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American Nationalities Movement honors
U.S. Sen. Rob Portman, Anthony Brancatelli

The American Nationalities Movement of Ohio held its
annual Christmas Party Luncheon last Saturday at Holy
Spirit Party Center in Parma, and, along with the United
Ukrainian Organizations of Ohio, honored retiring U.S.
Senator Rob Portman for his work for freedom for all
people, most recently his efforts to see that Ukraine has
the tools to defend itself in its fight for freedom.

American Nationalities President Ralph J. Perk, Jr., in
introducing Portman, said that after decades of repre-
senting Ohio in national government, Sen. Portman will
be truly missed, especially by the ethnic community.

In his remarks after presentation of an award to Sen.
Portman by Marta Kelleher from the Ukrainian groups
represented, Sen. Portman reiterated his support for "the
unprovoked and brutal war in Ukraine," and freedom for
all peoples from the tyranny of oppression.

The prestigious American Nationalities Movement's
Freedom Award was given to former Ward 12 Councilman
Anthony (Tony) Brancatelli for his untiring work in
devoting his professional life to his community.

A lifelong resident of Slavic Village, Brancatelli was
executive director of Slavic Village Development, a posi-
tion he held for 17 years. There he strove to preserve and

Tony Brancatelli, at left, winner of this year's Freedom
Award from the American Nationalities Movement of
Ohio, is shown with American Nationalities President
Ralph J. Perk, Jr., at the luncheon ceremonies Saturday
in Parma.

improve the ethnically di-
verse industrial community
in southeast Cleveland.
Under his watch, 500 new
homes were built, 1000
homes rehabbed, and much-
needed services were pro-
vided to residents, especially
to those in need.

His Slavic Village Devel-
opment service was followed
by 17 years as Ward 12 rep-
resentative in Cleveland City
Council, where he advocated
for the establishment of the
Cuyahoga County Land
Reutilization Corporation,
more commonly referred to
as the Land Bank, and
served as a member since its
inception and as chairman
for 10 years.

Brancatelli has been a
leader in the fight against
urban blight brought on by
the national foreclosure cri-
sis, and as councilman led
the effort to demolish rav-
aged vacant properties and
rebuild neighborhoods. He
continues to serve on the
Cleveland Landmarks Com-
mission as well as other
citywide advocacy and policy
committees.

U.S. Senator Rob Portman, center, is shown with members of the United
Ukrainian Organizations of Ohio, who presented him with an award for his
relentless work on behalf of Ukraine and its effort to remain free.  Photos by Elena
Psenicka

Ward 8 Cleveland City
Councilman Michael Pol-
ensek introduced Brancatelli
at the luncheon ceremonies
and said how much he is
missed at council and all he
has done for his constituents

and his city.Brancatelli
thanked Judge Perk and the
Nationalities Movement for
honoring him with the Free-
dom Award and said his life
of service has "truly been a
blessing."

In 1990, the American
Nationalities Movement
awarded its first Freedom
medals to its staunch sup-
porters, including one to
President George H.W.
Bush.

S.V. celebrates Christmas
Cleveland’s Slavic Village begins its celebration of Christ-

mas and the holiday season in earnest as a community this
weekend in a variety of ways. Unless noted, most events
are free and open to all residents and friends of the old
neighborhood.

Saturday, Dec. 17, will see the return of HOLIDAZZLE,
the classic Fleet Ave. Christmas party which was sus-
pended for the last two years because of the COVID-19
emergency.

At 4 p.m. Saturday, COOKIES FOR KIDS AND A
PICTURE WITH SANTA will take place at the Commu-
nity Yahoos’ recently opened Southeast Resource Center,
5211 Fleet Ave.

At 5 p.m. Saturday, across the street, an OUTDOOR
TREE-LIGHTING will be held at E. 52 St. and Fleet.

From 5-9 p.m., the popular HOLIDAZZLE PARTY will
happen at the Magalen, 5203 Fleet Ave. Upstairs there
will be a CHRISTMAS MARKET with area vendors.
Downstairs, in the magnificently decorated Magalen
Hall, there will be food, drink, live music and seasonal
fun for all ages.

Vendor spaces for the market are still available. Please
apply by email at: slavicvillagestakeholders@gmail.com.
Holidazzle is produced by the Slavic Village Stakeholders,
with the support of Ward 12 Councilwoman Rebecca Mauer.

NN Holiday Schedule
The last issue of the year for The Neighborhood News

will be its Christmas issue next Wednesday, Dec. 21.
There will be no December 28th issue and publication will
resume on Wednesday, Jan. 4.

The office will be closed on Monday, Dec. 26, through
Friday, Dec. 30. The office will reopen for business on
Monday, Jan. 2. Normal deadlines for the Jan. 4th issue
will apply. This advance notice is given so that those with
advertising and news items can plan accordingly.

Churches urged to send us
their holiday worship services

The Neighborhood News will print worship services
from churches in its readership area in the Dec. 21st issue.

To participate in this free listing, churches must email
their holiday services to: nnews1923@aol.com by Mon-
day, Dec. 19. The address and phone number of each
place of worship should be included.

On Sunday, Dec. 18, from 8-11 a.m., PLAV Lincoln Post
#13, 6009 Fleet Ave., will produce its 4th annual BREAK-
FAST WITH SANTA at $5 per person.

All December, the 18th annual SLAVIC VILLAGE
HOLIDAY DECORATING CONTEST will take place
along the neighborhood’s main streets and back alleys.
No application is needed, simply turn your lights on
during the weeks before and after December 25th, so
judges can see your creativity.

For more information about all these events, call 216-
469-4806.
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Father of man killed in May police chase, family’s
attorney appear at Maple Heights Council meeting

By Judith Goldsworth
For the second time in as many months, the father of a

man killed by a Maple Heights police officer in a May
police chase that ended up in southeast Cleveland ap-
peared at last week’s city council meeting, accompanied
by the family’s attorney and a life-size photo of his
deceased son, seeking answers from city officials on the
incident.

Datwuan Catchings, 22, of Cleveland, was shot in the
back by the Maple Heights officer following a car chase
from Maple Heights into the E. 93-Buckeye area of
Cleveland in the early morning hours of Monday, May
30.

According to police reports and body camera video
released to the public by Cleveland police, which initi-
ated the investigation, Maple Heights police chased the
vehicle Catchings was traveling in because he was sus-
pected of being involved in a drive-by shooting on
Fernway Dr., earlier in the morning of May 30.

When Maple Heights officers spotted the vehicle

Catchings was in, they gave chase at high speeds into
Cleveland, until the suspect vehicle struck a deer at E. 93
St. and Buckeye Ave., and Catchings exited the disabled
vehicle and started running through the streets of that
neighborhood.

The body camera video of the officer who shot Catchings
showed him running with what was described as a “right
angle shaped object” in his left hand as the officer
pursued him on foot, repeatedly ordering Catchings to
put his hands up or he would be shot.

When Catchings got to a tall fence, the video showed
him starting to climb over the fence with both hands, with
the object still in his left hand. He was facing away from
the officer as he climbed over the fence, when the officer
fired a single shot, striking Catchings in the back. A
firearm was recovered at the scene, and Catchings was
taken to a nearby hospital, where he was pronounced
dead shortly after arrival, according to police reports.

Investigation into the shooting is now being conducted by
the Attorney General’s Bureau of Criminal Investigation.

At last week’s meeting, Attorney Stan Jackson, with the
Cochran Firm in Cleveland, who is representing the
Catchings family, got up to speak during the portion of
the agenda devoted to citizen comments, along with
Catchings’ father, Dean Catchings. The two men brought
a life-size photo cutout of Datwuan Catchings to the
podium with them, standing it up and facing it towards
Blackwell and council members as they spoke.

Jackson stated that his office had done extensive re-
search into what took place in the incident and analyzed
the video, and also pointed out that the officer had
worked at other places before coming to Maple Heights.

Jackson noted that the officer had worked at the Kent
State University and Brooklyn police departments, alleg-
ing, “He didn’t do very well. Actually he was reprimanded
repeatedly... He didn’t make it through his probationary
period, which in Brooklyn is two years. They extended it,
but before he could even get to the end of it, they forced
him to resign. All of this is noted in interviews and in our
review, that the city of Maple Heights did for the hire, so
they knew all of this.”

Jackson said that when the officer was asked in his pre-
hire questionnaire where he felt he needed the most help, he

answered, "I need more shoot, don’t shoot scenarios."
Jackson said that "if you review the video, you can see that
this young man is actually climbing the fence and had both
his hands on the fence when he was shot," Jackson said.

He added, “Now in most other communities, if an
officer is under investigation, which he is, and shortly
within the next 60 to 90 days the attorney general will
make a determination about bringing that case to a grand
jury, normally those officers (under investigation) are on
desk duty. This officer is back on the street, interacting
with the public... I just want you to take the time to review
this information and get involved in this process.... This
family, and your community, deserves better.”

Dean Catchings was the next to speak. He said the dash
cam video from the police car involved in the incident
needed to be examined for more information.

”Somebody needs to do something, because I’m speak-
ing from my personal knowledge, with the council people,
I see them working with the public... They’ve got their
concerns, and now I see a little bit different looks on your
faces. You all look like you’re really concerned, and I
appreciate it,” he said.

Blackwell explained that she was limited in what she
could say because of the ongoing investigation, however,
“Very clearly, I have a job to do here. I have to make
decisions on all of the facts, from up to what happened
that night to where we are today.”

She said that as for any potential charges, “I can’t speak
truly to that,” because of the investigation. “I do appreci-
ate your coming back, and I will be happy to meet with you
and see you again, in a separate meeting,” she added.

Blackwell concluded, “With the holidays coming up, I
can only imagine the pain you possess today, as well as the
siblings and all of those that loved your son, and I mean
that sincerely.”

Legislation
Council had a large amount of legislation on the agenda

at last week’s meeting, and passed the following four
pieces among them, with Blackwell crediting the Cuyahoga
County Council and District 8 County Councilman Pernel
Jones, Jr. for awarding the city a total of $750,000 in
American Rescue Plan Act funds to assist with financing
the following:

•Maple Heights Senior Center Emergency Generator
Project, at a cost of $140,000.

•Maple Heights Fire Station No. 1 Roof Repair Project,
at a cost of $480,000.

•Maple Heights Fire Station No. 2 Roof Repair Project,
at a cost of $80,000.

(Continued on Page 4)
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MARK S. FINDLEY
Mark Stephen Findley, age 66, a

former resident of Slavic Village, passed
away on Dec. 6, 2022, in Medina, OH.
He was born on Oct. 12, 1956, in
Hampton, VA to parents Clarence Bud
and Mary Naomi (Barrow) Findley. He
was a member of Mars Hill Presbyterian
Church in Acworth, GA. He had many interests including
American history, reading (non-fiction), enjoyed board
games and traveling. He lived his life by his faith and
deeply loved his family and friends. He never met a
stranger; collecting friends and encouraging others were
traits you could count on.

Mark is survived by his beloved wife of 29 years, Janet;
his sister, Karen Banks (nee David); nieces Carrie and
Sarah; great-nieces Kayleigh and Alyssa; great-nephew
David; and dearest friends Dave Havlina, Tony Brancatelli
and Tom Kaschalk.

He is preceded in death by his parents, Clarence Bud
Findley (2013), Mary Naomi Findley (2002); and his
brother, William Allen Findley (2015).

Burial has taken place. Online condolences may be left
for the family at www.waitefuneralhome.com<http://
www.waitefuneralhome.com.

JOSEPH C. KOCAB
Joseph Charles Kocab, age 64, began

his next adventure on December 11,
2022.

Joe spent 45 cherished years with
Dianne Kocab (née Rydzinski) as the
love of each other’s lives.

Together they created a sometimes crazy, frequently
hilarious, and always loving home for their two daughters,
Amy Meredith McCarter (Joel Steding) and Stacy Rose
Manahan (Matt). His daughters happily placed him on a
pedestal befitting the only man in a house with three
women. He set a very high standard of what a spouse and
father should be, but most importantly, no backsies. He
loved to regale them with his highly refined sense of
humor which he was proud to have passed on to them.

In recognition of his outstanding achievement and
years of service, he was rewarded with the promotion to
the title of “Papa.” Kamp Kocab was founded in 2002 with
the welcoming of Aidan Joseph Kocab, followed by Gray
(Anabella) Yvaine McCarter in 2009, and rounding out
the list of campers in 2016 with Joseph “Joey” Thomas
Manahan. He relished indulging and accommodating
their every whim, no matter how age-inappropriate or
messy the idea might be, and with little to no regard for
their mothers’ approval.

Joe was the beloved son-in-law of Loretta and Leonard
Ryzdinski. He was the eldest child and only son of the
late Norbert James Kocab and Joanna Grace (nee
Byers). He would tell you that he was, “The epitome of
good conduct at all times,” and never agitated his sisters,
Anita “Dupa Head” Kocab Schafer, Patricia “Peach”
Godfrey (Stu), and Joanna “Butterball” White (Ron). He
had the distinct pleasure of practicing his Papa skills as
“Uncle Joe” to his sisters’ children, a title that carries
much distinction and one he did not take lightly. He was
honored to be a role model, protector and mentor for all
his nieces and nephews, especially Becka, Carolyn “CB,"
and Jimmy.

His family extends to the community in which he was
raised and in which he chose to raise his children. Joe
felt a calling to protect and serve those around him and
devoted 41 years to the Village of Brooklyn Heights Police
Department, where he served as Chief, mentor, colleague
and friend. He was committed to giving back to the
Cuyahoga Heights school system through programs like
Safety Town and D.A.R.E.. What he enjoyed most was
coaching both Girls Golf and Track and Field for nearly
three decades. He was humbled and honored to be a part
of the lives of so many young athletes and felt very strongly
about coaching students both on and off the field. Joe
loved hearing of the success of his “kids” as they became
spouses, parents, lawyers, doctors, performers, commu-
nity leaders and especially officers.

We invite you to celebrate your memories with a visita-
tion on Sunday, Dec. 18, 2022, from 2-6 p.m., at the
FORTUNA FUNERAL HOME located at 7076 Brecksville
Rd., Independence, Ohio. Prayers will be said at the
funeral home on Monday, Dec. 19, 2022, at 9:30 a.m.,
followed by a procession to Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic
Church, 3395 E. 53 St., to observe the Mass of Christian
Burial at 11 a.m. In lieu of flowers, the family requests
donations to help establish a scholarship fund in Joe’s
honor to continue supporting student-athletes at Cuyahoga
Heights.

G.H. Ward 7 Block Watch
The Garfield Heights Ward 7 Block Watch meeting and

Christmas Party, sponsored by Councilman Tom Vaughn,
will take place Thursday, Dec. 22, at 7 p.m., in the St.
Augustine Room of St. Benedict School, 13633 Rockside
Rd. Attendees are asked to bring a gift-wrapped tree
ornament and a side dish or goodies to share. All are
welcome. For more information, contact Gail, 216-662-
9213.
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Maple Hts. Council meeting
(Continued from Page 2)

•The Maple Heights Police Department Locker Room
Expansion Project, at a cost of $50,000.

Other legislation passed included:

•Authorizing Amendment No. 2 to the Maple Heights
Local Public Agency Agreement with ODOT for the Safe
Routes To School project, to enhance sidewalks and
crossings along the main roads to city schools along
Dunham Rd. from Turney to Rockside rds., increasing
the eligible funding from $150,000 to $200,000.

•Executing an agreement with the Northeast Ohio
Regional Sewer District for $319,525 in Community Cost
Share program funds for the Southwest Sewer District
Sewer Repairs, Dunham Rd. Project.

•Two separate resolutions to enter into Member Com-
munity Infrastructure Program Grant Program agree-
ments with NEORSD, for the Southwest Sewer District
Sewer Improvement projects, Phase 1A ($1,431,750), and
Phase 3 ($182,700), respectively. 

•Entering into an amended contract with Senior Trans-
portation Connection to conduct the day-to-day call
center and scheduling operations of the city’s Senior
Transit operations for 2023, in the amount of $1,157 per
month, or $13,888 annually.

Announcements
Law Director Frank Consolo announced that the Ohio

Supreme Court had voted down Maple Heights’ lawsuit
that claimed that video service providers Netflix and
Hulu owed 5% of their annual revenues to the city. The
court ruled that Netflix and Hulu “were not cable service
providers, which is what we expected,” Consolo said. "We
are awaiting a report from the law firm and we will get with

the mayor on options we may have.”
Police Chief Todd Hansen said police had a good line

on a suspect in the Saturday, Dec. 3, homicide of a man
on Raymond St. Reassuring concerned residents, he
stated, “It was an isolated incident, a one-time incident.”

Sunday, Dec. 18th, at Dan
Kostel Recreation Center

Join us as we host two of our
popular annual events

The annual Skate with Santa will be held from 2–3:30
p.m., Dec. 18. Admission is $5.00 for this event at the
Dan Kostel Rec Center, 5411 Turney Rd., Garfield
Heights, which will include skate rental if needed; all
children 12 & under must be accompanied by an adult.
Socks are mandatory if you wish to wear the rental skates;
gloves, hats and warm clothing are highly recommended.
There will Christmas treat bags for all children 12 &
under as you exit this event (while supplies last).

Bring a camera as Santa will be paying us a visit!
Following the Skate with Santa we will be hosting the

27th annual Christmas Skating Exhibition at 5 p.m. –
doors will open at 4:30 p.m. Admission for this event is
$5.00 for ages 5 & older. Come and see what our students
have learned so far in our Learn to Skate program as they
showcase their talent skating to Christmas music!

For more details – check www.garfieldhts.org or call
216-475-7272 during open office hours.

NN 'Freebies' offered
The Neighborhood News has four You Gotta Know Cleve-

land - My Hometown Edition trivia games to give away in a free
raffle, just in time for holiday giving. Just stop in to The
Neighborhood News office, 8613 Garfield Blvd., Garfield
Heights, during regular business hours and enter to win.
Deadline to enter the raffle is Monday, Dec. 19.

Community Police Reports

GARFIELD HEIGHTS
ASSAULT: On Dec. 1, at 6:18 p.m., police responded

to the area of the I-480 exit ramp at Transportation Blvd.
for a man and woman on the ground physically fighting.
On arrival they observed a gray Chevy SUV accelerate
from the light, peeling its tires and turning north onto
Transportation Blvd. and continuing to accelerate with a
Toyota SUV following behind, when its driver flagged
down police and said the driver of the Chevy had just
assaulted her. Police initiated a traffic stop of the Chevy
driver on E. 104 St. He had minor injuries to his face and
hands, along with a ripped shirt, which he said the female
driver had caused. Officers spoke to the female driver who
said the Chevy driver had rear ended her at the light and
she got out of her car to advise him of the crash. She said
he became irate and yelled and spit at her, at which time
a physical fight ensued. The Chevy driver said he had not
hit her vehicle, that she just got out of her car and
assaulted him. Police observed minor damage to the
Chevy and damage to the rear of the Toyota. The man was
cited for peeling tires, failure to signal lane change and
released. Assault charges will be reviewed by the
prosecutor’s office.

(All information is preliminary and subject to change.)
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Three men shot on Ramage St. in M.H.
Three men were sent to the hospital with gunshot wounds Sunday, when a fight broke

out on Ramage St., in Maple Heights.
On Sunday, Dec. 11, at approximately 2:20 a.m., Maple Heights police responded

to the 15900 block of Ramage St., regarding a disturbance where multiple people were
fighting and shots were fired.

Officers arrived in the area and found three males with gunshot wounds. The victims
were immediately given first aid and transported to area hospitals. Three homes were
also found to have been struck with gunfire; no one in those homes was injured, police
said.

Officers located four people in the area involved in the disturbance that were initially
taken into custody and transported to the Maple Heights Police Department. After an
initial investigation the detained parties were released later that morning pending
further investigation.

Anyone with information related to this case is urged to contact the Maple Heights
Detective Bureau: 216-587-9624 or Detectives@mhpd-ohio.com. As always, informa-
tion can be supplied to Crime Stoppers by calling 216-252-7463.

Garfield Lighting Contest underway
The city of Garfield Heights is asking residents to nominate a residential property in

the city for recognition in the 2022 Garfield Heights Holiday Lighting Contest.
Deadline to submit your choice is Dec. 19, at 4 p.m. Submit nominations to:
jduber@garfieldhts.org or fill out a nomination form at the Garfield Heights Civic
Center, 5407 Turney Rd. For more information, call 216-475-4388.

Red Cross blood donor opportunities
Independence

12/19/2022: 12 - 6 p.m., Independence Community Center, 6363 Selig Drive

Garfield Heights
12/30/2022: 12 - 5 p.m., Marymount Hospital, 12300 McCracken Road
As a thank you, all those who donate blood December 16-January 2, will receive a long-

sleeved Red Cross t-shirt while supplies last.
Schedule an appointment by using the Red Cross Blood Donor App, visiting

RedCrossBlood.org or calling 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767).

Auxiliary police officer to serve as
sgt.-at-arms at G.H. Council meetings

By Ellen Psenicka
Garfield Heights Council met in regular session Monday night and voted to employ

the services of a Garfield Heights auxiliary police officer to service as sergeant-at-arms
during the caucus and council meetings, at a rate of $65 per meeting.

The sergeant-at-arms is charged with perserving order at the meetings.
Also passed was an ordinance authorizing the mayor to enter into an agreement with

Justice AV Solutions, Inc. for the upgrading of the audio/visual recording equipment
at Garfield Heights Municipal Court, at a cost not to exceed $105,000. It was noted in
the legislation that the cost of the upgrades will be paid through ARPA grant funding
received by the city.

An ordinance amending the city's codified ordinance regarding changing the hours
of overnight parking restrictions and raising the cost of permits and changing their
expiration date was put into the Safety Committee of council for further discussion.
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REAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATE

REAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATE
WANTEDWANTEDWANTEDWANTEDWANTED

RENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATE

REAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATE
WANTEDWANTEDWANTEDWANTEDWANTED

RENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENT

WANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUY

WANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUY

FOR SALEFOR SALEFOR SALEFOR SALEFOR SALE

House for rent: E. 138/Harvard. 2
bedrooms up. Carpeted. No pets. No
smoking. $650 plus security. (216)
799-1633.

RENT HOUSERENT HOUSERENT HOUSERENT HOUSERENT HOUSE

Shaker Hts. /Chelton. 2-1/2 bed-
rooms, downstairs.  No pets. No
smoking. $950 month. (216) 799-
1633.

REAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATE
WANTEDWANTEDWANTEDWANTEDWANTED

REAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATE
WANTEDWANTEDWANTEDWANTEDWANTED

FOR SALEFOR SALEFOR SALEFOR SALEFOR SALE

Fleet area. 3 bedroom single. First
floor laundry hook-up. $975 plus
deposit. Parking. (216) 785-6820.

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 14, 2022

CHILD CARECHILD CARECHILD CARECHILD CARECHILD CARE

Slots available. First, Second, Third
Shift. All ages. Private and voucher
pay. (216) 641-7552.

LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE
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