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Wild Republic announces its new US
headquarters is now in Independence

Wild Republic, an international toy company praised for its forty-plus years of giving
back and supporting various humanitarian, environmental and animal charities, has
announced the relocation of its US corporate headquarters from Twinsburg, Ohio to
Independence, Ohio.

Shown here are some of the hundreds of
plush toys the Independence Police and
Fire departments will receive from Wild
Republic for gifting to area children.

An official ribbon cutting ceremony
was held Nov. 29, Giving Tuesday, an
International Day of Generosity which
encourages organizations to do good
and give back to their communities.

The company will occupy nearly
400,000 square feet of space in the
former Kichler Building, which was
vacated in late 2021. The new head-
quarters at 7711 E. Pleasant Valley Rd.,
provides a more modern space for the
company that has seen tremendous
growth over the years, producing inno-
vative, environmentally friendly prod-
ucts, as well as more room to expand.

To mark the occasion, Wild Republic
donated more than $100,000 in plush
toys to children in need throughout

Maple Hts.
awarded

Storybook
Trail Grant
The city of Maple

Heights has been awarded
a $6000+ Storybook Trail
Grant from the Ohio De-
partment of Natural Re-
sources, in partnership with
Governor Mike DeWine's
Imagination Library.

ODNR launched the
Storybook Trail program
in 2019 and partnered
with the Ohio Governor's
Imagination Library and
Dolly Parton's Imagina-
tion Library in 2020.

The Maple Heights
Storybook Trail will be lo-
cated within Stafford Park
and will become part of a
larger system of established
Storybook Trails through-
out the State of Ohio.

There are currently 19
half-mile Storybook Trails
located at state parks and
library districts through-
out the state, each with 16
child-height panels fea-
turing pages of a
children's book and an
activity relating to the text
found within the book.

Children, along with
their families and
caregivers, will be able to
enjoy the outdoors to-
gether, while experienc-
ing more opportunities for
literacy engagement.

City officials said this is
a wonderful opportunity
for all of the residents of
Maple Heights, and they
will share more details on
when the Storybook Trail
will be opening, tenta-
tively slated for 2023.

Suspect still at large in
homicide on Raymond St.

A man was shot to death last Saturday, Dec. 3, on
Raymond St., in Maple Heights, according to a press
release from the Maple Heights Police Department.

On Saturday, Dec. 3, at approximately 2:20 a.m.,
MHPD responded to the area of the 18600 block of
Raymond St., regarding two suspicious males in the area
knocking on doors. Officers arrived in the area and found
a male laying on the ground in the 19000 block of
Raymond St., with two gunshot wounds. The victim was
immediately given first aid and transported to the hospi-
tal where he died of his injuries.

Officers located two males in the area that were initially
taken into custody and taken to the Maple Heights police
station. During the investigation, it was discovered the
two were actually with the victim at the time of the
shooting and were released later that morning.

The third male reported to have been involved fled on
foot and is still at large and unidentified. The shooting
suspect has not been identified at this time.

Anyone with information related to this case is urged to
contact the Maple Heights Detective Bureau: 216-587-
9624 or Detectives@mhpd-ohio.com

As always, information can be supplied to Crime Stop-
pers at 216-252-7463.

'You Gotta Know Cleveland'
New trivia game celebrates
Cleveland's history, culture, people

You Gotta Know Cleveland – My Hometown Edition, a trivia game that celebrates the
people, places and events that make up The Land’s rich history, was launched last week
by You Gotta Know Games. The game, available online at YouGottaKnowGames.com,
sells for $24.95 and consists of 500 questions that will spark memories, discussions and
laughs from every true-blue Clevelander. Questions feature a mix of pop culture, news
and events that are uniquely Cleveland.

“Cleveland is the epitome of a ‘hometown’ city,” said David Gram of You Gotta Know
Games. “For Clevelanders, the city isn’t just where you’re from, it’s part of who you are.
We wanted to capture that ethos and personality in a fun, engaging way.

The game joins the company’s previous Cleveland-themed games: You Gotta Know
Cleveland Sports Trivia Game, Cleveland Against the World Sports Trivia Game and Who’s
the Man? – Cleveland Football Edition.

“The sports games were a lot of fun to create, so we wanted to create a game that got
more into the Cleveland DNA,” Gram said. “You can be a Browns or Cavs fan from
anywhere, but you may not know the delicacy that is stadium mustard or understand
what it means to experience Sweetie’s, the West Side Market or The Feast. More than
anything, we hope this game stirs some fun memories for people who love Cleveland
and are proud to call it their home.”

All of the Cleveland-themed games from You Gotta Know Games are available for purchase
online at www.yougottaknowgames.com, through Amazon at www.amazon.com/
yougottaknow, and in-store at Cleveland Clothing Company, Dante Lucci Salon, Joseph
Beth, Nature’s Oasis, The Cleveland Bucket List, Reverie and other select retail locations.

See the NN Freebies story in this issue to find out how you can win one of the You
Gotta Know Cleveland - My Hometown Edition games in a free raffle.

Northeast Ohio. The company worked with local Rotary clubs to distribute the plush
toys to hospitals and agencies that care for children in distress, including foster care,
social service, and public safety departments.

The Independence Police and Fire departments will receive more than 600 plush toys.

N.N. online
Neighborhood News read-

ers can now get their favor-
ite newspaper on the web at:
theneighborhoodnews.com.

Career consortium to expand
programming to 10 new Cuy.
County school districts,
including Bedford, Garfield
Heights, Maple Heights

The Greater Cleveland Career Consortium (GCCC)
announced Monday the invitation to 10 new Cuyahoga
County school districts to join its network. The Bedford,
Maple Heights and Garfield Heights city schools are
among the districts where the GCCC network will expand
its programming.

Since its launch in March 2022, GCCC has supported
the Cleveland Metropolitan School District with imple-
mentation of the Planning and Career Exploration (PACE)
Framework. Through PACE, students in grades 6-12
participate in high-quality, career-focused experiences
through a continuum of embedded, in-school curricu-
lum, out-of-school engagements and career advising that
will result in every student graduating high school with a
career vision and plan that prepares them for family-
sustaining wage careers in the region.

GCCC’s work and this expansion effort is made possible
by generous funding from Cuyahoga County, The Cleve-
land Foundation, Deaconess Foundation, and JP Mor-
gan Chase Foundation.

This expansion will increase the number of students
served from 19,000 in CMSD to approximately 33,000

(Continued on Page 2)
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Career consortium to expand programming
(Continued from Page 1)

among the 11 participating county-wide school districts.
PACE will roll out in 10 of Cleveland’s first ring districts
in two cohorts:

Cohort I, launching fall 2023:
• Cleveland Heights/University Heights City Schools
• East Cleveland City Schools
• Garfield Heights City Schools
• Maple Heights City Schools
• Warrensville Heights City Schools

Cohort II, launching in 2024:
• Bedford City Schools

• Brooklyn City Schools
• Fairview Park City Schools
• Richmond Heights Local Schools
• Shaker Heights City Schools
Charlie Keenan, superintendent of Maple Heights City

Schools, said, “This partnership will create amazing
opportunities for our students which we could not do
alone. GCCC is opening doors to work- and career-based
learning experiences with employers across the region
that our students simply could not otherwise have access
to in our community.”

GCCC staff and the Consortium’s expansive network of
employers, youth-serving nonprofits, educators and civic
partners will work with each district to design a unique
implementation plan customized to the districts’ specific
needs and provide ongoing support throughout imple-
mentation.

Established in 2022, and led by Autumn Russell, execu-
tive director, the Greater Cleveland Career Consortium is
a group of public, private, education and nonprofit
organizations working together to help every student in
the region design a career plan that aligns with their
interests and skills.

The GCCC partners with school districts to include self-
awareness and career-based learning opportunities for all
students during the school day and connects employers
with local school districts, students and families to help
build our regional workforce. To learn more, visit
www.greaterclecc.org

Bedford Branch Library news
FREE programs coming up at the Bedford Branch of

the Cuyahoga County Public Library, 70 Columbus
Rd., Bedford, Ohio 44146. For more information, or
to register for any program, please call 440-439-4997.

VolunTEENS -Grades 6-12
Wednesday, Dec. 14, 7 p.m.
Have fun, make friends and earn volunteer hours while

helping others in your community.
Ellenwood Book Discussion - "The Maid" by Nita

Prose -Adults  
Wednesday, Dec. 14, 2 p.m.
Attend our December monthly book discussion

at Ellenwood Community Center, 124 Ellenwood Ave.,
Bedford, OH 44146. This month we're reading and
discussing "The Maid" by Nita Prose. Copies of the book
will be available at the Bedford Branch and at the
Ellenwood Center one month before the date of the
discussion.

Engineering Hour -Grades K-5
Thursday, Dec. 15, 3 p.m.
Use your imagination and the materials provided to

build, play, create and learn.
Bedford Film Discussion -Life as a House -Adults,

Virtual & In-Person  
Saturday, Dec. 17, 11 a.m.
Join us for a discussion of the film "Life as A

House" (2001). “After being diagnosed with terminal
cancer, a divorced man takes custody of his contemptuous
teenage son, for whom quality time means doing drugs,
engaging in small-time prostitution and avoiding his
dying father. In his last chance to fulfill one of his life’s
dreams, the dad, who is an architect, begins to rebuild an
old house.” Watch the film before attending the program.
You can access the film using our Kanopy streaming
service available for FREE with your library card. MUST
REGISTER
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Community Police Commissioners approved
Cleveland’s new Community Police Commission was

officially approved on Monday, following the adoption of
a resolution by Cleveland City Council appointing all 13
nominees at its December 5th meeting.

They are: Dr. John Adams, Shandra Benito, James M.
Chura, Charles Donaldson, Jr., Pastor Kyle Earley, Alana
Garrett-Ferguson, Cait Kennedy, Gregory Reaves, Jan
Ridgeway, Piet van Lier, Audrianna Rodriguez, Teri
Wang and Sharena Zayed. To ensure fairness, all nomi-
nees were randomly allocated either two or four-year
terms.

Unlike the previous commission, according to Charter
Section 115-5, the newly established commission will now
serve as the overarching authority in conjunction with the
Civilian Police Review Board to conduct investigations
and hand down decisions, rather than recommendations
on police misconduct.

Established just over a year after residents voted in favor
of Issue 24, the new commission is unlike any other in the
country. It replaces the existing commission as a perma-
nent, independent oversight body with increased re-
sources and authority to make tough decisions on police
training, policies and discipline, city officials said.

“This is an historic moment in our city’s long journey
towards police reform. While Cleveland’s Community
Police Commission first emerged out of the consent
decree, this commission will live beyond it with greater
powers and real independence to truly make a differ-
ence,” Mayor Justin M. Bibb stated. “This commission is
destined to leave a legacy of progress. With the changes
implemented by the charter amendment, it’s strong
enough to deliver real accountability and make lasting
change,” the mayor added.

Commissioners were selected by the community follow-

ing an extensive public engagement process involving
over 25 community leaders, including the original fram-
ers of Issue 24, police union representatives and others.
Together they determined the shortlist of applicants and
guided the interview process.

In addition to undergoing interviews by a five-member
Selection Advisory Panel and background checks, all
nominees were subject to extensive interviews by the
Mayor’s Appointments Committee (MAC).

After responding directly to questions about their per-
sonal experiences with law enforcement, motivations for
serving on the commission and commitment to Cleve-
land, the MAC recommended that the full Council
approve all nominees for appointment.

City leaders said the new members of the commission
broadly represent the racial, social, economic and cul-
tural diversity of the city including members who repre-
sent immigrant/refugee, LGBTQ+, youth, faith and busi-
ness communities. Several of the appointed commission-
ers are also members from civil rights organizations, one
commissioner is a designated police association repre-
sentative, and many have personal experiences that city
leaders said fulfil the intent of Charter Section 115-5.

G.H. Food Bank hours
The Garfield Heights Food Bank will be held on

Wednesday, Dec. 14, between 1 and 2 p.m., and Thurs-
day, Dec. 15, between 5 and 6 p.m.

E. 63rd Block Club meets
The E. 63rd St. Block Club will meet this Thursday, Dec.

8, at the St. Stanislaus School basement with the group's
annual Christmas meeting starting at 6:30 p.m. Everyone
is asked to bring a covered dish to share and the club
provides the main dish of baked ham. All are welcome;
also 50/50 raffle.

G.H. Ward 5 Meet 'n Greet
Garfield Heights Ward 5 Councilwoman Rachelle

Tonsing will sponsor a Ward 5 Meet 'n Greet and Ugly
Christmas Sweater Contest on Thursday, Dec. 8, at the
Garfield Heights Civic Center, 5407 Turney Rd., at 6:30
p.m. Grand prize for the sweater contest is $100.
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Broadway street resurfacing in Bedford expected to start in spring, 2023
By Judith Goldsworth

After discussions and negotiations with representatives
from the Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT) on
the projected cost, the resurfacing of Broadway Ave. in
Bedford is expected to start next spring, City Manager Mike
Mallis reported at the city council meeting Monday night.

Mallis said that the city was notified by ODOT at the
beginning of 2022, that the cost of the project was just
under $3 million. A couple of months ago it spiked up to
$5.9 million, with ODOT telling the city that it would
have to absorb the difference in cost.

"We went back and had some constructive discussions
with them, and obviously, we modified the plans a little
bit," Mallis said. "But we're at a spot where ODOT is
accepting the modifications. I think we've worked through
the budget items, and there's a very good possibility that
what we've accomplished will ensure that the project
happens in 2023."

He said traffic would be maintained during the course of
the project, which extends the entire length of Broadway
in Bedford.

At Monday's council meeting, also relating to the ongo-
ing work on Broadway in the city, council passed a
resolution declaring the intent of Bedford, on behalf of
the state, to reimburse the city's Capital Projects Fund for
the year 2022, for "Broadway Avenue Roadway and Water-
line Improvements," with the proceeds of tax-exempt
debt of the state.

The resolution states that the city is expecting to receive
a reimbursement of $300,000 for the project, with the
proceeds of bonds to be issued by the state.

Finance Director Jennifer Howland explained, "This is
a loan from the Ohio Public Works Commission, and in
order to receive the funds and reimbursement, they
require this resolution. We're already approved for fund-
ing, we just need to ask for reimbursement."

Other legislation passed
Also passed at Monday's meeting was an ordinance to

make appropriations for expenses and expenditures for
the city of Bedford's operations and services for 2023, in
the amount of $41,436,261.

Council passed a resolution in support of the Cuyahoga
County 2022-2027 All-Natural Hazards Mitigation Plan
and submitted for approval a plan to outline processes for
identifying "natural hazards, risks and vulnerabilities,"
which is required to receive post-disaster Hazard Mitiga-
tion Grant Program funds.

Also passed was an ordinance to enter into a contract
with Nick's Tree Service to handle trees that are too large
for city crews and equipment to handle, at a cost of
$11,225. Mallis said the contract would cover removal of
trees, grinding of stumps and cleaning of debris.

A resolution to enter into an agreement with the Re-
gional Income Tax Agency (RITA), to participate in the
Regional Council of Governments for administration and
collection of municipal income taxes in Bedford, and
potentially gain more revenue for the city through in-
creased collections, was placed on second reading.

Mayor Stan Koci stated, "To clarify, we've done two
readings, and if we need a third reading (on the legisla-
tion), it will be next Monday, Dec. 12, at 6 p.m. here, to

do the third reading, and of course, we'll take the vote.
Whether or not it happens, I wanted to give advance
notice. We have to move it up because if it gets passed, we
have some deadlines with RITA. And if it gets shot down,
then we don't have to worry about anything. So I just
wanted to put that out. If we need that meeting, it will be
next Monday, due to time constraints."

Residents who spoke at the meeting expressed concerns
about any potential costs if the city joined RITA, as well
as a loss of services. Councilman Walter Genutis, who
acknowledged he was aware of the concerns, said, "There
will be no additional costs to the residents." The city's tax
department would also be retained, he said.

Announcements
Councilwoman Sandy Spinks announced there will be a

"Kris Kringle Market" to be held this Saturday, Dec. 10,
from 11 a.m.-4 p.m. at the Bedford Historical Society
Museum Store. Several vendors will be featured, she said.

Councilman Jeff Asbury said the Bedford Downtown
Alliance "Mitten Tree" was on the wrought iron fence
between Gionino's and Apotheosis on Broadway Ave.,
and residents were welcome to donate new or gently used,
clean hats, scarves and gloves for anyone who might need
them during the holiday season and beyond.

Councilman Frank Smith stated that he was part of an
organization that would be hosting a Community Holiday
Extravaganza this Saturday, Dec. 10, from 10 a.m. to 2
p.m., at 13512 Kinsman Rd., Cleveland. New coats, boots
and other items will be given away. All Bedford residents
were welcome. Smith will hold a similar event in Bedford
next year, he stated.
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NN
'Freebies'
offered

The Neighborhood
News has four You Gotta
Know Cleveland - My Home-
town Edition trivia games
to give away in a free raffle,
just in time for holiday
giving.

Just stop in to The
Neighborhood News of-
fice, 8613 Garfield Blvd.,
Garfield Heights, during
regular business hours
and enter to win.

 Deadline to enter the
raffle is Monday, Dec. 19.

(All information is preliminary and subject to change
pending investigation.)

CLEVELAND
Shooting

Nov. 30, 7:17 p.m. Shooting in the 3700 block of E. 65
St. 26-year-old male victim of gunshot wound to the upper
back area. Taken by EMS to MetroHealth Medical Center.

GARFIELD HEIGHTS
Animal Cruelty

On Nov. 27, at 2:31 p.m., a caller told dispatch
someone in a black Chevy Blazer had just let 20 puppies
out in front of her home and drove off heading towards
Thornhurst. Unit transported five dogs to the kennels.
Dog warden is on scene and has one dog.

Burglary
•On Nov. 27, at 11:16 a.m., police were dispatched to

an apartment in the 6000 block of Andover Blvd., for a
burglary report. The complainant told the officer that
sometime between 12:30 and 12:45 a.m., someone went
into his unlocked apartment and took his 65” flatscreen
TV and sound bar. Items to be entered into LEADS as
stolen.

•On Dec. 3, at about 9:38 p.m., police were dispatched
to the 12800 block of Bangor Ave., for a welfare check on
a resident. The resident checked okay, but a second call
came in that the front door alarm of the house nearby had
gone off. Police found the front door ajar with no signs
of forced entry. Police did find a rear window of the
residence that had been broken and pushed off of the
frame. Nearby were multiple unused shotgun shells, a
small brown satchel and broken glass from the window.
Other officers arrived and set up a perimeter around the
house while police on scene cleared the house. No people
were found inside. The homeowner was notified and
arrived at the home. He said the following was missing
from the residence: several boxes and two bags of AA
shotgun shells, two black Voyager brand tool bags, two
Garmin Pro 550 dog collars, one Beretta shooting bag
containing three boxes of AA shotgun shells and a GunX
Trainer 209 Starter .32 blank pistol. Video surveillance
footage will be reviewed. Homeowner advised to follow up
with the Detective Bureau.

Assist Other Departments
On Nov. 30, at 1:07 a.m., GHPD units provided mutual

aid to Maple Heights PD for a shots fired call and possible
barricaded subject in the 14900 block of Krems Ave.
GHPD assisted with holding a perimeter, followed by
making entry into the target residence and detaining the
involved parties and transporting one of them to MHPD.
They were cleared to leave at 6 a.m.

Traffic Offense-Driving Under Suspension
On Nov. 30, at about 5:30 a.m., officers responded to

the area of Trinity High School, 12425 Granger Rd., for
reports of a vehicle stuck on the front lawn of the school.
Upon arrival, police found a Ford Mustang with no
visible plates that appeared to have run off the road and
crashed into a garden bed in front of the high school. The
driver of the Mustang existed the car when police arrived
and was detained in the back of a police cruiser when he
was unwilling to provide his identity, but did provide it
a few moments later. After checking the driver through
LEADS, he was found to have a suspended driver’s license
and was placed under arrest and cited for driving under
suspension, failure to control and display of plates.

Felonious Assault
On Dec. 1, at 1:30 p.m., units responded to GHFD

Station #2, 4585 E. 131 St., for a felonious assault report.
Dispatch advised that firemen had called and said a

vehicle was ramming another vehicle in the rear parking
lot of the station. The victim called GHPD and said her
ex-fiance was chasing her with his vehicle when she
pulled into the parking lot at the fire station to turn
around. He followed her in and drove his Chevy Silverado
at a high rate of speed into her Jeep Renegade. This
caused extensive damage to the driver’s side of the Jeep.
He then fled the area east on Alvin Ave. GHPD officers
checked the area for the suspect with negative results.
They followed her home to make sure the suspect was not
there and advised her to contact the Detective Bureau.

Call Crime Stoppers
with anonymous tips

Crime Stoppers provides an anonymous telephone num-
ber, Text Tips and Web Tips to encourage citizens to
volunteer vital information helpful to law enforcement. By
offering anonymity and cash rewards for information lead-
ing to indictment or arrests, the program encourages other-
wise reluctant callers to provide information.

The 24/7 hotline number, 216-252-7463, allows the caller
to remain anonymous. The phone does not have a caller ID
function and calls are not recorded. Those with information
can also text TIP657 plus your message to 274637, or can
submit information online at www.25crime.com.
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REAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATE

REAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATE
WANTEDWANTEDWANTEDWANTEDWANTED

RENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATE

REAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATE
WANTEDWANTEDWANTEDWANTEDWANTED

RENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENT

WANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUY

WANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUY

FOR SALEFOR SALEFOR SALEFOR SALEFOR SALE

E. 144/Harvard. First floor. 2 bed-
rooms. New carpet. No pets. No
smoking. $725 plus security. (216)
799-1633.

RENT HOUSERENT HOUSERENT HOUSERENT HOUSERENT HOUSE

116 Buckeye/Kinsman. 3 bedroom
single. $750 plus deposit and utili-
ties. (216) 217-8009, leave mes-
sage.

REAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATE
WANTEDWANTEDWANTEDWANTEDWANTED

REAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATE
WANTEDWANTEDWANTEDWANTEDWANTED

FOR SALEFOR SALEFOR SALEFOR SALEFOR SALE

Fleet area. 3 bedroom single. First
floor laundry hook-up. $975 plus
deposit. Parking. (216) 785-6820.
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'TIS THE SEASON

Members of the Garfield Heights Freshman Choir, Varsity Choir and Music
Express visited the Senior Center this week to sing some holiday songs and spread
some seasonal cheer!

Driver for Maple Heights
Senior Center retires

Shown is Ed Gusky and
his daughter, Lynne.

Congratulations and best wishes to Ed Gusky, who
retired last Thursday after over 19 years as a driver with the
Maple Heights Senior Center.

The seniors held a retirement party for his last day on
the job and treated him to his favorite lunch and a
bowling-themed cake provided by his family.

"Ed, we can't thank you enough for all of your years of
service to the Senior Center. We wish you a very happy
retirement, and here's hoping it's nothing but strikes for
every single future frame," his friends at the Senior Center
and fellow workers said.
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