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Fireworks laws in Garfield could remain in full force;
council approves $3.6 million in notes for road repairs

By Ellen Psenicka

Nothing will be changing this 4th of July in Garfield
Heights as far as rules regulating fireworks go if an
ordinance introduced on first reading Monday night
passes.

Garfield Heights Council Monday voted to pass for a
second reading legislation that would opt out of the new
state regulations in House Bill 172 which allows individu-
als to discharge consumer grade fireworks on their own
property or that of others with permission on certain
designated days.

The city seeks to keep in force its own longstanding law
that bans the use of consumer grade fireworks, but does
permit certain categories of toy or trick devices that
contain minute levels of combustible materials.

Three ordinances providing for the issuance and sale of
notes, in anticipation of the issuance of bonds, were also
given the green light by council Monday for improving
streets and roads in the city, as well as sidewalks, catch
basins, water lines, sanitary sewers, storms sewers and
related drainage facilities.

The ordinances provide for a combined total of $3.6
million in notes for the issuance of bonds to fund this
extensive road repair project.

Other ordinances passed by council include:

•Preparing plans per the OHM Advisors proposal to go
out for competitive bids for the Antenucci Sidewalk Phase
Two Project, and authorizing payment of costs through
funding by the Cuyahoga County Community Develop-
ment Block Grant in the amount of $150,00 and the city
of Garfield Heights in the approximate amount of $65,000.

•Applying for a grant available by the Patrick Leahy
Bulletproof Vest Partnership created by the Bulletproof
Vest Partnership Grant Act of 1998 for the GHPD. The
city is asking for a $30,000 grant to purchase 30 bullet-
proof vests.

•Renewing an agreement on behalf of the city of
Garfield Heights with Court Community Service. Due to
inflation, the cost of the annual contract will be increased
by 3%, or approximately $1800.

Ward 1 Councilwoman Stacey Collier abstained from

Little Miss Poppy visits
N.H. Council meeting

Each year American Legion Auxiliary Units everywhere
choose a junior member to be Miss Poppy. She helps
collect donations for veterans and in turn hands out a
poppy - the Auxiliary's symbol for Memorial Day.

On Tuesday, April 5, American Legion Auxiliary Unit
627, Newburgh Heights, presented this year's Miss Poppy,
Lily Zanny, to Newburgh Heights Mayor Trevor Elkins
and Village Council. She is 7-years-old and gets her
eligibility through her grandfather, Michael Szczepaniak,
a Vietnam-era Navy veteran.

If you should see Lily and Legion members handing out
poppies, please consider giving them a donation. All
funds collected by Legion Auxiliary Unit 627 stay local
and are used to help the veterans at Louis Stokes VA
Hospital at Wade Park.

Shown above at the April Newburgh Heights Council
meeting is Lily Zanny handing a poppy to a N.H.
fireman. Behind Lily is Poppy Chairperson Kathy Hill.

voting on all the ordinances presented Monday night.
She said she wanted to wait until council's Finance
Committee meeting is held before she will approve any
legislation regarding the city's finances.

Resolutions passed
•Honoring the memory of former Ward 7 Councilman

Michael J. Abella, Sr., who also served a four-year term as
council president, and extending condolences to his
family.

•Accepting the Northeast Ohio Public Energy Council
sponsorship funding of $3500 for community events for
2022.

•Applying for the 2022 Roger Sharrer “Grow Hockey”
Program Grant, which provides for up to $4000 to be
spent for hockey and/or skating equipment.

The next regular meeting of Garfield Heights Council is
scheduled for Monday, May 9.

Man shot at Marathon gas
station in Garfield Hts.;
G.H. credit union robbed

A 24-year-old male was shot multiple times Monday
night inside a car outside the Marathon gas station at
5571 Turney Rd., Garfield Heights, according to Garfield
Heights Police Lt. Robert Petrick.

The victim was in the car with a 19-year-old suspect in
the shootings when a dispute arose. The victim was shot
multiple times in the neck and chest. The suspect fled on
foot from the scene and was captured by police in a
backyard across from the gas station, Lt. Petrick said.

The victim reportedly drove himself to Marymount
Hospital and was Lifeflighted from there.

"We're still trying to piece things together right now,"
Petrick said, "so we can't release any other details of the
incident at the moment." No charges have as yet been
filed in the shootings.

Credit Union robbed

GHPD was also kept busy earlier in the day Monday, Lt.
Petrick said, when the St. Monica Credit Union, formally
known as the Ohio Catholic Federal Credit Union, 13623
Rockside Rd., Garfield Heights, was robbed at 12 noon,
the second robbery there in the past two months.

He said a female walked into the credit union and
passed a note to the teller demanding money. She fled on
foot but was picked up in a vehicle by a male accomplice.
Police were given a description of the female suspect and
she was located as a passenger in a car stopped at
Broadway and Libby rds. in Maple Heights.

The suspect, age 22 of Garfield Heights, and her male
accomplice, age 19, of Cleveland, have not as yet been
charged.

Fitness equipment to be installed at Stafford Park
By Judith Goldsworth

At a regular meeting held on Wednesday, April 20,
Maple Heights Council approved legislation authorizing
Mayor Annette Blackwell to enter into a contract with
Nerone and Sons, Inc., to install outdoor fitness equip-
ment for the Stafford Park Outdoor Fitness Network
Project at a cost of $29,100.

It was noted in the legislation that Blackwell and Human
Services Director Linda Vopat had sought funding from
various county, state and federal agencies for setup,
operation and management of the Stafford Park Pool
Sprayground for the Summer 2020 and 2021 seasons, and

the city had subsequently received $58,000 from the Ohio
Development Services Agency in 2020 to open and
operate the Sprayground.

However, due to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic and
the potential health risks to residents, the city elected not
to open the Sprayground last year. So the funding was
redirected towards the purchase of $16,642 in outdoor
fitness equipment for the park from Gopher Outdoor
Sports.

Passage of last week's legislation means that Nerone,
which submitted the lowest and best bid, can now go

(Continued on Page 3)
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Block Club cleanup
The E. 63 St. Block Club will hold its 14th annual Slavic

Village Spring Cleanup on Saturday, April 30, from 9
a.m. to 1 p.m., with registration beginning at 8:30 a.m. at
6009 Fleet Ave. Social distancing policies will be fol-
lowed. For more information contact Slavic Village Devel-
opment, 216-429-1182.

Stuffed Cabbage Dinner
American Legion Post 309, 15521 Broadway Ave., Maple

Heights, will hold a Pre-Mother's Day Dinner on Wednes-
day, April 27, serving from 4-7 p.m. The dinner is open
to the public, dine-in or carry-out; $9 dinner donation.
Menu includes stuffed cabbage rolls, mashed potatoes,
corn, salad, rolls & butter. Call the Post to reserve your
dinners, 216-662-7768.

Improv workshop at Garfield Hts. branch library
Cleveland Digital Publishing Users Group (CDPUG) is

hosting an interactive improv workshop in an in-person
event at the Garfield Heights branch of the Cuyahoga
County Library on Thursday, April 28, from 7-8:30 p.m.
Ryan Santa of Imposters Theater will lead the workshop,
which will focus on learning improv structures and
techniques to help business people breakthrough and
start to embrace sincerity and vulnerability that leads to
being truly powerful business leaders.

The event, CDPUG’s April monthly program, is the
first-ever CDPUG Improv Workshop. The event is open
to the public with a $10 suggested donation. Participants
will develop essential business skills in listening, creativ-
ity, leadership and entrepreneurship, and become more
comfortable interacting with and persuading their cli-
ents. The Garfield Heights branch of the Cuyahoga
County Public Library is located at 5409 Turney Rd. The
library can be reached at 216-475-8178. RSVP and make
your donation at https://www.cdpug.org/events/develop-
essential-business-skills-at-an-interactive-cdpug-improv-
workshop/.

Make rain barrel at home
The Cuyahoga Soil & Water Conservation District is

offering rain barrels for $60 each or a second barrel and
linking kit for an additional $40, available for pickup on
Wednesday, May 4, from  6 to 7:30 p.m., at Veterans Plaza

adjacent to the parking lot at the Garfield Heights Civic
Center, 5407 Turney Rd., behind the museum.

Register online at: www.cuyahogaswcd.org. (click on
Events - May 4) or email: aroskilly@cuyahogaswcd.org.
Prepayment required.
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Fitness equipment to be installed at Stafford Park
(Continued from Page 1)

forward with installing the equipment, the resolution
states.

Also regarding recreation in the city, council passed
another resolution authorizing Blackwell and City Engi-
neer Ed Hren to apply to participate in the Ohio Depart-
ment of Natural Resources (ODNR) Recreational Trails
Program and/or the Clean Ohio Trails Fund Program, for
the Jackson Boulevard Recreational Trail Project in the
Broadway-Libby neighborhood, near Maple Heights High
School.

The multi-purpose trail designated for Jackson Boule-
vard would run from Clement Avenue to South Boulevard.

Towing legislation passed
Council also passed an ordinance at last week's meeting

to amend and restate the city's ordinances concerning
towing contracts and rates, and to eliminate bidding
procedures at Police Chief Todd Hansen's recommenda-
tion. According to the legislation, the reason for this is
"that the city no longer pays towing companies for their
services, making a bidding requirement obsolete and
time consuming."

The ordinance further states that the bidding proce-
dures should be eliminated "because towing companies
are heavily regulated by the Ohio Public Utilities Com-
mission, which places greater restrictions and responsi-
bilities on towing companies than the city's current
version of (the ordinances)."

When the police department calls for tows (except in an
emergency), they "shall only call towing contractors that
have entered into contracts with the city," the legislation
further states.

Also passed last week
•A resolution to buy a 2022 Ford F-350 work truck with

snow plow package for $49,136 from Liberty Ford, Inc.,
for the city's fire department.

Council had approved legislation last year to buy a
comparable truck from Tim Lally Chevrolet but that truck
was no longer available, necessitating purchasing the
truck from Liberty Ford.

•A resolution determining that an unimproved city-
owned residential lot at 5258 Beech Ave. was no longer
needed by the city, and to sell it to an adjacent property
owner as a side yard.

•An ordinance to amend the city's 2022 budget for
certain additional expenditures.

•A resolution to change the regular council meeting
schedule for the summer months. Council meetings will
be held at 7 p.m. on the following first Wednesdays of
these months: June 1, July 6, and August 3. Unless
otherwise specified, there will be no meetings held on the
third Wednesday of these months. Council will resume its
usual schedule in September.

•A resolution authorizing Chief Hansen to trade in
$47,795 worth of "outdated firearms" to Kiesler Police
Supply for credit towards the purchase of $45,869.20
worth of new replacement firearms, replacing similar
legislation that was passed earlier.

An ordinance to amend the city's ordinances regarding
the use of the pavilions at Stafford Park was moved to
council's Finance Committee for further discussion.

Announcements
Vopat announced that there will be a Community Re-

source Fair held at the Citadel of Faith, 5250 Arch St.,
tonight, Wednesday, April 27, from 5:30-7:30 p.m. The
city's monthly COVID vaccine clinic will also be held
tonight, from 4:30-6:30 p.m., at the Maple Heights
Senior Center, 15901 Libby Rd.

Councilwoman Tanglyn Madden, in collaboration with

Council members Stafford Shenett and Edwina Agee, will
be hosting a discussion of Ohio Senate Bill 215 (the new
concealed carry gun law) from 6-8 p.m. on Thursday,
April 28, at Milkovich Middle School, 19800 Stafford
Ave. State Sen. Kenny Yuko will be present to speak and
answer questions.

Longtime Memorial Day Committee representative Al
Glontz announced that the Maple Heights Memorial Day
observance will be held on Monday, May 30, at 11 a.m.
sharp at the Honor Roll by City Hall on Lee Rd. Assemble
at 10:45 a.m. There will be no parade this year, he said.

National Day of Prayer
set for May 5th in Garfield

All are invited to attend the 2022 Garfield Heights
Annual National Day of Prayer, Thursday, May 5, at 6
p.m., at the Garfield Heights Civic Center, 5407 Turney
Rd.

"In a world facing various challenges and many dealing
with a spirit of fear, hopelessness, suicide and disunity, we
need to join our voices together in prayer and repentance
that He will hear our prayers and bring healing to our
land," said organizers.

This year the event will also include prayers for the
Ukrainians suffering in the face of war and displacement
and the people of Russia who stand peacefully protesting
against this war.
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WANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUY

REAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATE
WANTEDWANTEDWANTEDWANTEDWANTED
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RENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENT RENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENT
HELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTED HELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

WANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUY

RENT EFFICIENCYRENT EFFICIENCYRENT EFFICIENCYRENT EFFICIENCYRENT EFFICIENCY
APARTMENTAPARTMENTAPARTMENTAPARTMENTAPARTMENT

RENT STOREFRONTRENT STOREFRONTRENT STOREFRONTRENT STOREFRONTRENT STOREFRONT RENT STOREFRONTRENT STOREFRONTRENT STOREFRONTRENT STOREFRONTRENT STOREFRONT
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Efficiency apartment for rent. 4801
Turney Rd. Call (216) 485-1300

WANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUY

CHILD CARECHILD CARECHILD CARECHILD CARECHILD CARE CHILD CARECHILD CARECHILD CARECHILD CARECHILD CARE

TRANSPORTATIONTRANSPORTATIONTRANSPORTATIONTRANSPORTATIONTRANSPORTATION

I am a driver for hire for all your
d r i v i ng  needs .  Sen io r - f r i end l y .
Doctor’s appointments, shopping,
some out-of- town tr ips.  Cal l  for
pricing. (216) 544-3024.
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CLEVELAND
(All information is preliminary and subject to change

pending investigation.)

Stabbing
On April 21, at 335 p.m., a stabbing took place in the

3300 block of Regent Park Ave. A 22-year-old male was
the victim of multiple stab wounds to the body. EMS
transported him to MetroHealth Medical Center.

GARFIELD HEIGHTS
Railroad Crossing

On April 15, at 7:30 a.m., police were dispatched to the
upper railroad tracks on McCracken Rd. for a train
obstructing the road for about 20 minutes. The tracks are
owned/operated by the Norfolk Southern Railroad. The
train began moving again at 9:54 a.m., and the tracks were

clear around 10 a.m. Video from the body camera showed
two hours and 23 minutes of the train obstructing
McCracken Rd. The railroad was issued a summons and
a court date ordered.
Theft

On April 18, an online theft report was taken from a
resident of Edgepark Dr. who said on April 14, he

(Continued on Page 7)
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Community Police Reports
(Continued from Page 5)

received a call from a person claiming to represent First
Energy. The representative said his service would be
disconnected that day for failure to pay a $398.10 electric
bill. The resident said he provided confirmation numbers
for payments already rendered and that PNC Bank also
shows the transaction as completed. The resident was
then transferred to a “billing manager” who said the
money was never received by First Energy due to an
internal issue and that because the resident was on the
disconnection list he would have to clear the past due
balance plus $850 security deposit, both of which would
be returned once the issue was resolved. The resident sent
the money to two different identification numbers and
provided to police the names associated with the numbers.

Trespassing
On April 20, shortly after noon, police were dispatched

to Boulevard Convenient, 8808 Garfield Blvd., for a

report of a man who was asked to leave the property by
store employees but failed to do so. An officer met with the
man outside the store who is known to GHPD and has
been advised of criminal trespass from Boulevard Conve-
nient several times before. He was issued a summons for
criminal trespass and turned over to MHPD on a warrant.

Suspicious Activity
On April 20, about 2 p.m., police were dispatched to an

apartment in the 5200 block of E. 126 St. A woman told
officers that her two sons, ages 9 and 12, were alone while
she was at an appointment about an hour before and that
while her 9-year-old was taking out the garbage, her 12-
year-old, who was looking out a second story window,
observed a black male in a black vehicle with out of state
plates point a gun at his younger brother. He yelled at the
boy to “run.” The 9-year-old ran back to the apartment
building and reported the incident to his mother when
she returned, who then called police. The building
management said they would look at surveillance cameras
as soon as possible.

Assault
Police were dispatched to an address in the 8600 block

of Garfield Blvd. for a group of people fighting on
Sunday, April 24, at 1:16 a.m. Three officers responded
and saw one group of people in the rear parking lot of the
building and another walking south on E. 86 St. from the
lot. They talked to a woman in the rear parking lot who
said as she and two of her friends were leaving a party at
the E. 86 St. address, two males attacked her boyfriend.
She attempted to break up the fight by using her pepper
spray canister on one of the males. The male she sprayed
threw a punch at her and missed before pushing her to the
ground. While interviewing the woman, two of the officers
were approached by a male matching the description of
the attacker. He was detained by police and was positively
identified as the suspect involved in the incident. The
suspect was intoxicated at the time of his arrest. He was
taken to Garfield Heights Jail, where he was booked and
held for a bond hearing for charges of intoxication. The
victim was advised to follow up with the Garfield Heights
Prosecutor’s Office to press charges for assault.
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Don't forget - Register
now for T-Ball & Co-Ed
Softball in Garfield Hts.

T-Ball – is for ages 5- to 7-years-old on or before July 1,
2022. Registration will run April 6th through May 20th
deadline.

Co-Ed Softball – is for ages 8- to 13-years-old on or
before August 1, 2022.  Registration will run April 6th
through May 16th deadline.

Birth certificates are needed at the time of registration,
and residents must bring in two forms of proof of address:
current utility bills, bank statement or pay stub.

Fees: Residents - $40.00 + $15.00 for current Rec ID
Card = $55.00 total

Non-Residents - $70.00 + $40.00 for current Rec ID
Card = $110.00 total

There will be $15.00 late administrative fee for both
programs if past deadline date; sign up early!  The
recreation department reserves the right to cancel any
program due to lack of participation.

Our normal open office hours are 8 a.m. – 3 p.m.,
Monday through Friday. For your convenience we have

added May 2, 16, 19 and 20 from 8 a.m. - 7:30 p.m., and
Saturday, May 14th from 10 a.m. – 3 p.m. All open office
hours are subject to change without notice. Call 216-475-
7272 and press “0” for a staff member. Please bring all
proper credentials with you at the time of registration so
the staff can serve you better. For details please check the
city’s web page @ www.garfieldhts.org and go to Parks &
Recreation-Youth Sports.

Easter ham winners named
Due to the generosity of 28 local merchants, a total of 28

Easter hams were given away in the annual Neighborhood
News Ham Giveaway. The names of participating mer-
chants and ham winners are listed below:

Winners of this year's Easter Ham Contest are: Arrow
Realty, 4975 Turney Rd. - Telsa Zubevich of Alexander
Rd.; Michael Dudley, Sr., former Garfield Hts. Council-
man, Ward 1 - Joanne Grams of Bangor Ave.; Ace
Hardware, 5680 Turney Rd. - C. Parasiliti of Orme Rd.;
R & K Sausage and Catering, 7700 Harvard Ave. - Mark
Balzano of Monica Lane; Subway - Turney Town - Nancy
Fitch of Grannis; Rad Air Complete Car Care, 5266
Turney Rd. - Sean Fitzgibbon; RE/MAX Haven Realty,
Inc., 5306 Transportation Blvd. - Sandy Dobies of
Jamestown Dr.; Broadway Scrap Metals, 8202 Broadway
Ave. - Christine Novak of Grandview Dr.; Browns Tav-
ern, 5211 Harvard Ave. - Becky Cline of E. 54 St.

Tiffany's Pizza and Grinders, 5035 Turney Rd. - Linda

Lappert of Park Knoll Dr.; PNC Bank, 7101 Broadway
Ave. - Yvette Prorock of Plymouth Ave.; Tony D'Eusanio,
Local Realtor, 216-956-9277 - Karen Sever of Sarasota
Dr.; Dave's Supermarket, 7422 Harvard Ave. - Judy
Wells of Otis; Dave's Supermarket, 4948 Turney Rd. -
Jim Toy of E. 32 St.; Dependable Electric, 440-845-8661
- St. Theresa Hatcher of Easton Rd.; Ricco's Garfield
Beauty Salon, 8809 Garfield Blvd. - Jean Krupa;
Walgreens, Rockside/Turney -  Angelina Patterson of
Avalon; First Federal Lakewood, 12648 Rockside Rd.,
Garfield Commons - Gerald Custer of Brecksville Rd.;
Fisher Auto Parts, 5727 Turney Rd. - Joann Keshock of
Thraves Ave.

Gas USA, 7020 Harvard Ave. - William Kance of Claasen
Ave.; Mayor Matt Burke, City of Garfield Heights - Bill
Koenig of Garfield Blvd.; Harry's Steakhouse, 5664
Brecksville Rd. - Darlene Malicki of Murray Rd.; Unique
Tax & Accounting, Inc. 6116 Fleet Ave. - Mick Smothers of
Krakow Ave.; Matrix III Income Tax Service, 5258 Trans-
portation Blvd. - Sandra Midgett of Maplerow; Mike's
Pizza, 3966 E. 42 St. - Toz Johnson of Canton Ave.; Mayor
Jack Bacci, Village of Cuyahoga Heights - JoAnne Tetlak;
The Neighborhood News, 8613 Garfield Blvd. - Jack
Rice of Jennings Rd.; Shannon Landscaping &
Snowplowing, 216-441-6167 - Carol Gasiewski of E. 63 St.


