
SERVING SOUTHEAST CLEVELAND, GARFIELD HEIGHTS, NEWBURGH HEIGHTS,
CUYAHOGA HEIGHTS, INDEPENDENCE, VALLEY VIEW, MAPLE HEIGHTS AND BEDFORD

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 23, 2021 PHONE: (216) 441-2141 • EMAIL: NNEWS1923@AOL.COM98th YEAR NO. 40 FREE

The Neighborhood NewsThe Neighborhood NewsThe Neighborhood NewsThe Neighborhood NewsThe Neighborhood News
YYYYYour Community Newspaper Since 1923our Community Newspaper Since 1923our Community Newspaper Since 1923our Community Newspaper Since 1923our Community Newspaper Since 1923

Sentenced to 40 years for killing of elderly
woman, rape of mentally disabled teen girl
during series of Slavic Village home invasions

Cuyahoga County Prosecutor Michael C. O’Malley has
announced that Cornelius Pames, 27, was sentenced to 40
years in prison for numerous crimes he committed in
Cleveland’s Slavic Village neighborhood between Sep-
tember and October 2018.

“This individual is a monster who terrorized Slavic
Village during this three-week crime wave,” said Prosecu-
tor O’Malley, “We hope that this will bring a sense of
closure to the victims and some tranquility to the residents
of this neighborhood.”

On August 17, 2018, Pames failed to report to his parole
officer, which he had been ordered to do as part of post
release control supervision for several prior convictions.
In 2014, he was convicted of felonious assault in Lorain
County. In 2013, he was convicted of burglary, theft and
possessing criminal tools in Cuyahoga County. In 2008,
he had juvenile adjudications for rape, aggravated rob-
bery and kidnapping in Cuyahoga County.

On September 12, 2018, Pames and a female victim, 14,
were at a Gertrude Ave. residence near E. 65 St., when he
pushed her onto a bed, grabbed her shirt and repeatedly
tried kissing her despite her resistance before she was able
to push him off.

The annual Pierogi Dash in Slavic Village kicked off last
Saturday and the virtual race “runs” through June 26th.
Pictured here, at left, is Cleveland Council President
Kevin Kelley flashing his numerous awards after finishing
ahead of Ward 12 Councilman Tony Brancatelli, at right,
for the 10th straight year.

The Pierogi Dash is a hybrid event for 2021, with one in-
person day left, this Saturday, June 26, from 11 a.m. to 2
p.m.  Start is at  Daisy’s Ice Cream in Slavic Village for the
5K run and pierogi. For those who don’t want to be part
of a crowd, they can run a 5K course on their own, a
destination of their choosing through June 27th to
submit times. For more information and to register go to:
h t tps : / / runs ignup .com/Race /OH/Cleve land /
SlavicVillagePierogiDash

PIEROGI DASH IS BACK!

On September 17, 2018, two more victims, a 94-year-old
woman and her 74-year-old daughter, were staying at a
family member’s Gertrude Ave. home while visiting from
Honduras when Pames broke into the residence in the
middle of the night. He physically assaulted both victims
while they were sleeping and stole several items – includ-
ing a cellphone, iPad, jewelry and cash – before fleeing
the scene.

Officers with the Cleveland Division of Police and EMS
responded to the scene and transported both victims to
the hospital. The 74-year-old victim was treated for
multiple injuries and the 94-year-old victim was pro-
nounced deceased. The Cuyahoga County Medical
Examiner’s Office ruled the victim’s death as a homicide
due to blunt force trauma to her head and neck. CPD’s
Homicide Unit investigated and linked Pames to the
crime through DNA evidence he left on scene.

On October 1, 2018, another victim, 16, was finishing
her schoolwork at her Park Ave. apartment near E. 74 St.,
when Pames broke into the residence in the middle of the
day. He broke in using a crowbar, sexually assaulted the
victim several times and threatened to kill her and her
mother if she told anyone. Pames then duct taped the
victim to a chair and stole several items – including two
laptops, a set of car keys and a Kindle – before fleeing the
scene.

CPD responded to the scene and the victim was trans-
ported to a hospital where a sexual assault kit was col-
lected. CPD’s Sex Crimes Unit conducted an investiga-
tion that connected Pames to the crime through DNA
evidence from the kit as well as DNA collected from the
duct tape left at the scene.

Pames was arrested by CPD on October 15, 2018. He
previously pleaded guilty to the following charges: two
counts of rape, one count of involuntary manslaughter,
one count of attempted murder, four counts of kidnap-
ping, two counts of aggravated burglary, one count of
gross sexual imposition and one count of escape.

Pames was sentenced today to 40 years in prison. He will
also be classified as a Tier-III sex offender, which requires
him to register every 90 days for the rest of his life.

Overnight Canal Rd. closing
Canal Rd. under the I-480/Valley View Bridge will be

closed for overhead construction Thursday, June 24, at 5
p.m., through Friday, June 25, at 10 a.m., for work on the
bridge deck replacement.

G.H. Ward 7 Block Watch
The Garfield Heights Ward 7 Block Watch, sponsored

by Councilman Tom Vaughn, will meet Tuesday, June 29,
at 7 p.m., at St. Monica Church's pavilion off Rockside
Rd. Guest speaker will be Judge Deborah Nicastro. Trial
size toiletry items for our troops would be appreciated. All
are welcome. Call Gail for more info, 216-662-9213.

Joe Lenart, GHHS academic
and athletic standout, strives
to be an ‘honest man’

By James Crooks
Garfield Heights City Schools

Joe Lenart, a graduating
senior in the Garfield
Heights High School Class
of 2021, has accumulated a
storied career during his
time as a Bulldog, includ-
ing great successes in the
classroom and a variety of
accomplishments in his co-
curricular pursuits. Yet all
the while, he maintains a
desire to simply reflect the
lyrics contained within one
of his favorite country music
songs by Luke Combs, and
to be “an honest man, and just be who I am.”

After a turbulent past 12 months linked to the COVID-
19 pandemic, the successes for Joe continued coming,
affirming his quest to be an honest man and making for
an exceptional career in our hometown school commu-
nity.

Joe Lenart is a unique example of high achievement in
the Garfield Heights City Schools. He has maintained a
4.0 GPA during all four years at the high school. He
began taking Honors courses early on in his high school
career, very much enjoying Advanced Placement Govern-
ment, a course which helped him relate to current events
in society, and Honors Physics, which enhanced his
problem-solving skills.

Joe reflects on more than 12 years as a student in the
Garfield Heights City Schools with pride and affection for
his teachers. He first began in kindergarten at William
Foster, and then over his academic and co-curricular
journey, attended Maple Leaf Elementary School, the
Middle School and graduated on Thursday, June 3, from
GHHS.

He credits all of his teachers, proclaiming to remember
a piece of wisdom each one had used to encourage him
along the way. Joe was a member of this year’s Academic
Top Ten, maintaining one of the top ten highest grade
point averages among the 270 graduating seniors. Joe was
also a member of the National Honor Society for two years
at the high school.

“The teachers in the Garfield Heights City Schools
made a tremendous impact on me,” said Joe. “From
kindergarten through high school, the Garfield Heights
City Schools instructors are top quality and truly care
about the students.”

Joe also credits high school Coach Jeff Papesh with
helping to push him to strive for excellence.

When not achieving and succeeding in the classroom,
Joe made excellent strides on the field of interscholastic
competition. He was a starting pitcher for the Bulldogs
this year, winning several games on the mound, and even

Joe Lenart

(Continued on Page 3)
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Cuy. Hts. Council update
At the June 9 meeting of the Village of Cuyahoga

Heights Council, a permit was approved for Charter Steel
to construct a new Black Bar Facility at 4300 E. 49 St. on
their existing site. The village’s Building Department
had strongly recommended that this “highly valued
project” be able to proceed.

The following resolutions were also given the green
light:

•To continue participation in the Mill Creek Watershed
Partnership;

•To execute an amended agreement with Cuyahoga

County for the resurfacing of Grant Ave. from E. 49 St. to
E. 71 St.;

•To authorize a change order to the Nicky Boulevard
Storm Sewer Extension and Slope Stabilization Improve-
ments Project, Phase Two;

•To accept ownership of the property at 4617 E. 71 St.

Post 309 Meatloaf Dinner
American Legion Post #309, 15521 Broadway Ave.,

Maple Heights, will host a Meatloaf Dinner on Wednes-
day, June 30, serving from 3 to 7 p.m. Donation: $9.

The dinner is open to the public and includes meatloaf,
mashed potatoes and gravy, mixed vegetables, salad, roll
and dessert. Dine-in or carry-out. For more details, call
the Post at 216-662-7768.

Community Police Reports
CLEVELAND

Shooting, June 14, 2:25 a.m., 4000 block of E. 64 St.
Shooting, June 14, 2:33 a.m., 3600 block of E. 57 St.
Homicide Investigation, June 14, 5:58 p.m., 5100 block

of Dolloff Rd. Male, age 26, gunshot wound to the chest.
Pronounced deceased at MetroHealth Medical Center.
Preliminary investigation indicates that the victim was
riding a bicycle in the area and was approached by
another male in a vehicle. An argument ensued between
the victim and the suspect, and the suspect shot the
victim, according to Senior Public Information Officer
Sgt. Jennifer Ciaccia. She said a person of interest has
been identified.

Shooting, June 16, 3:07 a.m., E. 57 St. & Fullerton Ave.

(Continued on Page 7)
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GHHS standout Joe Lenart
(Continued from Page 1)

throwing a no-hitter in a contest against Euclid High
School earlier this season. This impressive statistic, along
with his hitting .600 this season and not striking out a
single time in more than 65 plate appearances, was good
enough to earn him the 2021 Lake Erie League Most
Valuable Player award.

Over the years, he has been named Defensive Player of
the Year as a freshman, the team's Most Valuable Player as
a sophomore and expects to have earned high honors this
season. He was team captain as a sophomore and this year
as a senior. He earned four varsity letters in baseball
during his time at Garfield Heights High School, along
with one varsity letter in football and one varsity letter in
Bowling. Joe was first team all-Lake Erie League in all
three sports he played, baseball, football and bowling.
His bowling team won the LEL Championship, and he
was GHHS’s lone district qualifier.

“The Garfield Heights City School District is so unique

because of the diverse students, teachers and school
family,” Joe continues. “Over my time in the school
district, I have met a variety of people from varying
beliefs, values and cultures which has helped me have a
greater understanding of the world around me.”

Despite the successes, Joe Lenart leads a humble life
where he values honesty and hard work as important
traits. He credits his family, including mother Lisa
Copeland, stepfather, Darrel Copeland, and sister Maya
Lenart, with helping to create a positive dynamic at home
to support his many endeavors.

When not maintaining a part-time job at Fun-and-Stuff
or Discount Drug Mart over the years, Joe has been an
avid outdoorsman who enjoys hunting and fishing. This
simple and honest life has produced big results for Joe.

While he is still considering his college options at the
moment, Joe Lenart will undoubtedly continue pursuing
excellence and making accomplishments, and all the
while, remaining an honest man.
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RENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENT RENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENT

REAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATE
WANTEDWANTEDWANTEDWANTEDWANTED

REAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATE
WANTEDWANTEDWANTEDWANTEDWANTED

HELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

REAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATE REAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATE

HELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

RENT ROOMSRENT ROOMSRENT ROOMSRENT ROOMSRENT ROOMS

E. 71/Lansing. $100/week. All utili-
ties included, WiFi, laundry on site.
No drugs. (216) 798-5949.

PERSONALSPERSONALSPERSONALSPERSONALSPERSONALS

WANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUY

RENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENT

One bedroom apartment, remod-
eled. Driveway parking. Security
l ight ing.  $460 month + secur i ty
deposi t .  No pets.  57th/Harvard.
(440) 669-9300.

FOR SALEFOR SALEFOR SALEFOR SALEFOR SALE

42” wrought iron table, 5 chairs,
plant stand, $100. 6.75 Craftsman
self-propelled mower. $90/best of-
fer. (216) 385-0732.

RENT HOUSERENT HOUSERENT HOUSERENT HOUSERENT HOUSE

House for rent: E. 138/Harvard. 2
bedrooms up. Carpet. No pets. No
Section 8. No Smoking. $600 plus
security. (216) 799-1633.

Metro hospi tal  area. 1 bedroom
down, furnished, with all uti l i t ies
paid. Furniture & appliances. $600
month + deposit. (216) 785-6820.

YARD SALEYARD SALEYARD SALEYARD SALEYARD SALE

7601 Macedonia  Rd. ,  Oakwood
Village. Every Sunday in June &
July. 12 noon - 5:00 pm. Jewelry
& collectibles.

PERSONALSPERSONALSPERSONALSPERSONALSPERSONALS

Phil l ip James Skipper of Cleve-
land, Ohio, requests name change
to: Phillip James Balli. DOB 5/8/
2003.

GARAGE SALEGARAGE SALEGARAGE SALEGARAGE SALEGARAGE SALE

PERSONALSPERSONALSPERSONALSPERSONALSPERSONALS

TRANSPORTATIONTRANSPORTATIONTRANSPORTATIONTRANSPORTATIONTRANSPORTATION

I am a driver for hire for all your
d r i v i ng  needs .  Sen io r - f r i end l y .
Doctors appointments, shopping,
some out-of- town tr ips.  Cal l  for
pricing. (216) 544-3024.

HELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

Handyman  needed .  Mus t  have
tools and transportation. Call Bruce,
(216) 401-3994.

Handyman wanted. Part-time with
tools to do small jobs. (216) 785-
6820.

GARAGE SALEGARAGE SALEGARAGE SALEGARAGE SALEGARAGE SALE

WANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUY
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G.H. Council votes to create Human Resources Dept., appoints HR director
By Judith Goldsworth

Garfield Heights Council, by a 4 yes-3 no vote, approved legislation at its June 14
meeting to create a Human Resources Department in the city, and appointed Jeannie
Sowers to direct the new department at its first in-person council meeting in many
months.

Mayor Matt Burke, who sponsored the legislation, co-sponsored by Council President
Michael Nenadovich, stated in creating the department: "It is the mayor's desire to do
the following: 1) create the Human Resources Department; 2) create the position of
'Human Resources Director' to serve within the Human Resources Department; 3)
abolish the position of 'Human Resources Manager;' and 4) create the position of
'Payroll Clerk' to serve within the Human Resources Department."

The position of Human Resources Director will start out at a pay rate of $71,328.19
annually, while the position of Payroll Clerk will start out at $35,685.31 annually. Both
will be classified as non-union pay positions.

Abolished by passage of the ordinance was the position of Human Resources Manager
in the Finance Department, with a pay rate that started out at from $61,144.51 annually.

Passed by 5 yes-2 no votes was an emergency ordinance also sponsored by Burke and
co-sponsored by Nenadovich, ratifying Burke's appointment of Jeannie Sowers to act
as the Human Resources Director for the city of Garfield Heights, during the period
commencing June 14, 2021, "to serve at the pleasure of the mayor."

Passed unanimously at last week's meeting was a resolution to honor the memory of
longtime resident David L. Mays, who passed away in April at the age of 79. Mays was
highly active in the Garfield Heights community, including serving on the Zoning
Board of Appeals and Tax Incentive Review Council for the city, and was also a member
of the Community Emergency Response Team for many years.

Mays, a native of Garretsbend, West Virginia, moved with his family to Garfield
Heights in 1954, and graduated from Garfield Heights High School. After serving in
the Army from 1962 to 1969, he met his wife, Doreen, in 1970, and they were married
in 1974, having two sons, Eric and Chad. The couple later became grandparents to
Kajsa, Connor, Kai, Kevin and Meghan.

Also passed by a unanimous vote at Monday's meeting was a resolution sponsored by
Burke and all of council commending resident Michael Clyde "for his bravery and
heroic efforts in saving a life during a house fire" on E. 86 St. on Sunday, May 16.

And passed unanimously at the meeting was a resolution sponsored by Ward 5
Councilman Jason Blake and co-sponsored by Burke and the rest of council honoring
outgoing Council Clerk Barbara Molin for her 18 years of "outstanding and dedicated
service to the city of Garfield Heights."

Molin has served as the secretary of the Garfield Heights Home Days Committee,
secretary and chair of Civic and Welfare of the Garfield Heights Junior Women's
League, as well as the secretary to the Planning Commission, and has served as Garfield
Heights Clerk of Council since 2003.

"Barbara will be retiring as of June 30, 2021, and is looking forward to traveling and
spending more time with her family, especially her grandson, Lucas," the legislation states.
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Community Police Reports
GARFIELD HEIGHTS

Shots Fired
•On June 14, at 3:36 a.m., an officer responded to a

report of shots fired in the area of the 13100 block of
Oakpark Blvd. The caller advised he had heard about
three shots and saw a car speed off. Two casings were
found in a driveway of a home which had its side door
slightly ajar. Three juveniles were found inside the home
and told police no one had been injured. Officers
checked the home but found no damage.

•On June 20, shortly before 11 p.m., Garfield units were
dispatched to the parking lot of the Venture Inn, 8602
Garfield Blvd., in regard to shots being fired. Passengers
in a vehicle in the parking lot were detained by police.
The driver told officers there was a gun inside the vehicle
and she did not have a CCW permit. The passengers told
police there was a verbal argument in the bar and then
shots were fired. The only information the witnesses
could provide was that an older black male was respon-
sible for discharging the weapon. A spent .40 caliber shell
casing was located in the back parking lot near the deck
that is attached to the establishment. The bartender told
officers there was a verbal argument earlier between a bar
patron and the maintenance bar employee. The bar
patron left after the argument and returned a short time
later with perhaps four to five juveniles. The bartender
told the suspect and the juveniles they were no longer
welcome in the bar and had to leave. The suspect left the
bar and that is when the bartender heard shots being fired
from the rear parking lot. Access to video footage was to
be made available the next morning. All detained parties
released on scene.

Assault
On June 15, at 10:16 a.m., police units were called to

the area of Turney and Willard to locate a man who had
just escaped from the custody of bailiffs at the Garfield
Heights Municipal Court. The bailiff told police the
suspect had just been sentenced by the judge to 168 days

in jail when he got up and ran toward the double door
entrance to the courtroom. After a struggle with a Maple
Heights PD Auxiliary officer, the suspect jumped onto a
chair in the lobby and over the second floor railing onto
the middle landing of the stairs. From there he jumped
to the first floor and ran out of the building north through
the lot. A security camera on Willard Ave. showed the
suspect get into the passenger side of a vehicle which then
pulled out eastbound onto Willard. Area checked nega-

tive for the suspect. Incident report forwarded to prosecu-
tor for review.
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