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Our youth are a top priority
By Maple Heights Mayor Annette Blackwell

I wanted to take this opportunity to address the fear,
uncertainty and frustration in the city of Maple Heights
concerning our youth.

There are many comments being made and a perception
that there is nothing for our youth to do given that the city
pool is not open and there is no recreation center. More
concerning to me is that it is believed that this adminis-
tration is apathetic about youth engagement and the
plight of our young people.

I want to take this opportunity to share my sincere
passion and commitment to our youth and the families of
the city of Maple Heights. My family and I have lived in
the city for almost 25 years. I raised my three children
here and now five grandchildren are growing up here –
so I have a very personal and vested interest in youth
enrichment and their success. This includes advanced
opportunities, internships, fellowships, mentorship, rec-
reation and sports activities, even foreign exchange stu-
dent experiences to develop an international student
awareness to achieve and compete globally and to see a
world bigger and farther than Maple Heights.

Prior to becoming the city’s mayor, I was the Maple
Heights City Schools successful 2012 Levy chairperson
and for three years the Parent Academy Coordinator, a
parenting skill-building program whose primary focus
was to improve child school behavior and performance.
Therefore, my contribution to this city began in the city
schools. When I ran and won for mayor, I knew that I
would be in a more influential and impactful position to
better serve all the needs of the families in the city. I am
honored to say that the members of this administration
have consistently and intentionally worked hard to achieve
an improved quality of life for every citizen and business
owner here.

We overcame the city’s fiscal challenges and are out of
debt! We have renovated the city’s largest park, Stafford,
by reinstalling the basketball hoops, renovating picnic
pavilions, securing a state grant to reopen the city’s spray
ground in 2022, and are working towards securing funds
to reopen the pool in 2023. We entered into an agreement
with Jump Start Sports to bring youth basketball, soccer
and T-ball to our little ones in 2017 and 2018, won the
engagement with MyCom, a multi-city youth mentoring
network, which has created book clubs and recommended
reading lists and introduced our students to celebrity
mentors, Kareem Abdul-Jabar, Keke Palmer, Hill Harper
to name a few. And we are working with a local author to
bring a little theater to the city. The championship youth
boxing club, DNA Boxing, has recently opened.

Torrential downpours Friday and Saturday caused some flooding issues along Canal Rd. in Valley View over
the weekend as the waters of the Ohio & Erie Canal rose significantly (see photo at left). The wind and rain also
impacted the Metroparks' Garfield Reservation as several trees were downed during the weekend storms (see
photo at right).        Photos by Elena Psenicka

RAIN, WIND CAUSE LOCAL HEADACHES

Three rescued from water
at Viaduct Park in Bedford

By Judith Goldsworth
Bedford firefighters responded to two separate water

rescue calls in the Viaduct Park area of the city on Sunday,
July 18, and all the individuals were successfully rescued,
Bedford Fire Lt. Brian Harting stated.

 At 1:39 p.m. on Sunday, the fire department received
a call for a male who was swept through the viaduct and
went down the chute, Harting stated. He said the male was
pulled to shore by a bystander who had been in the area
and saw the victim was in need of assistance. After
firefighters assessed the male's injuries, they determined
the need for assistance from the EastTech Rescue team to
perform a slope evacuation to get the victim to the Glenns
picnic area, and the victim was transported for further
treatment and evaluation, Harting said.

Later that same day, at 7:03 p.m., Harting reported that
firefighters received a call for two children who were also
swept through the viaduct and down the chute. "The
children were located and removed from the water safely,”
he said. “For a period of time it was believed their mother
had gone in after them and was possibly missing, but she
was later located and the incident was terminated."

Harting explained, "Both of these incidents were related
to the amount of rain and rapid flooding that had
occurred within the last few days.  Flood waters can be
extremely dangerous. There are many unforgiving haz-
ards beneath the surface of the water and cannot be
anticipated."

Ribfest back at Bedford
Commons this weekend
The Rotary Club of Bedford will hold its 39th annual

Ribfest at Bedford Commons this Friday, Saturday and
Sunday, Jan. 23-25. Ribfest hours will be Friday, 6-11
p.m.; Saturday, noon to 11 p.m.; and Sunday, noon to
6 p.m.

Rib vendors include Smokin T's, Porky Chicks, Ms.
Sharyn's BBQ and more!

Friday's events include live music from Buzzy J and
the Verbs from 7-11 p.m., and celebrity rib judging at
7 p.m.

Eli's Coming, a tribute band to Three Dog Night, will
play Saturday from 7-11 p.m., and Rick Diamond
Entertainment will take the stage from 12-5 p.m. on
Sunday. Rib winners will be announced Sunday at 1
p.m.

There will be free parking and free admission all
weekend.

Maple Hts. Music in the Park returns to Stafford Park!
The city of Maple Heights will kick off its Music in the

Park series on July 27, featuring the band Blue Lunch
from 6:30-8:30 p.m., at Stafford Park, 5400 Mayville
Ave., with a rain location at The Lanes, 21400 Southgate
Park Blvd.

The August 24 concert will feature Hubb's Groove from
6-8 p.m., and Kevin Conwell & the Footprints from 6-8
p.m. on August 31.

Bring your lawn chairs and enjoy this free summer
entertainment.

Ward 7 Block Watch meets
The Garfield Heights Ward 7 Block Watch, sponsored

by Councilman Tom Vaughn, will meet Tuesday, July 27,
at 7 p.m. at the St. Monica Church pavilion off Rockside
Rd. Trial-size toiletry items for our troops would be
appreciated. All are welcome. For more information
contact Gail, 216-662-9213.

(Continued on Page 3)
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Garfield Heights kicks off Master Plan initiative
The Garfield Heights Master Plan is being developed by

the City of Garfield Heights in collaboration with the
Cuyahoga County Planning Commission.

The 2021 Master Plan serves to outline the community’s
vision for the future and describes specific action steps
community leaders can undertake to accomplish that
vision. It will include topics such as transportation,
housing, economic development, parks and recreation
and business district development. The Garfield Heights
Master Plan will also provide implementation strategies,
potential funding sources and partner agencies that can
help get new projects initiated in the city.

This is your community’s plan! But officials need your help
and input to ensure the plan reflects what you want to see in
Garfield Heights. The Master Plan will help prepare the city,
residents and businesses for the future, and shape future
development to match the community’s needs and priori-
ties. A community that undertakes a master planning
process will have direct input from its residents and will
provide a competitive edge when applying for grants and
other similar funding opportunities.

The Garfield Heights Master Plan will take approxi-
mately 18 months to complete and there will be numerous
community engagement opportunities to share your ideas

for the city. The Cuyahoga County Planning Commission
will be hosting a virtual public meeting on Monday, July
26, at 6:30 p.m. Go the project website to learn more:
www.countyplanning.us/GarfieldHeights

To kickoff the project, a community survey is running from
July 17 through August 23, and will be available online at
www.surveymonkey.com/r/GFH_PM1 or paper copies of
the survey can be picked up at project display boards located
at the Garfield Heights Civic Center, 5407 Turney Rd., the
Dan Kostel Recreation Center, 5411 Turney Rd., or the
Garfield Heights Branch of the Cuyahoga County Public
Library, 5409 Turney Rd. Please return completed paper
surveys to the Garfield Heights Civic Center or mail directly
to the Cuyahoga County Planning Commission at 2079 E.
9th St., Suite 5-300, Cleveland, Ohio 44115.
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Mayor Blackwell’s column
(Continued from Page 1)

First Lady, Fran DeWine, Governor Mike DeWine’s
wife, has agreed to work with us on creating a storybook
park and our city engineer has applied for grant money
to install a Fit-Trail System in Stafford Park, which will be
complete with jogging stations and fitness center stations.

A successful city who promises and works to improve the
quality of life for all of its residents, including their youth,
while ensuring a Return On their Investment, includes
the well-being and future of their youth and they are a
high priority on its agenda.

Community Police Reports
Cleveland

Shooting, July 16, 4:34 a.m., E. 63 St. and Fleet Ave.
Assault, July 17, 12:22 p.m., 4000 block of E. 74 St.
Shooting, July 18, 4 a.m., 3700 block of E. 71 St.
Street Takeover, July 18, 4:01 a.m., Gertrude Ave. and

E. 65 St. Dirt bikes, ATVs, motorcycles involved in street
takeover.

Assault, July 18, 4:03 a.m., 7000 block of Harvard Ave.
Assault, July 18, 12:50 p.m., 6800 block of Worley Ave.
Robbery, July 19, 1:04 a.m., 6000 block of Hosmer Ave.
Street Takeover, July 19, 6:11 p.m., E. 65 St. and

Broadway Ave. Dirt bikes, ATVs, motorcycles involved in
street takeover.

Street Takeover, July 20, 12:35 a.m., Gertrude Ave. and
E. 71 St. Dirt bikes, ATVs, motorcycles involved in street
takeover.

GARFIELD HEIGHTS
Burglary

On July 13, a man living in the 9400 block of Birchwood
Ave. reported to police that his home had been burglar-
ized while he was away, between 4 and 9 p.m. Someone
had split open the wooden panel on his back door to gain

entry. He said he noticed nothing missing. He thinks his
dog may have scared the intruder away before he could
take anything.

Shots Fired
Shortly before 7 p.m. on July 14, an officer was on patrol

and was stopped at a stop sign facing south on Blythin
and Garfield Blvd. when he heard a whizzing sound and
then something strike the driver’s side of his cruiser,
which made a loud noise. He immediately turned east
onto Garfield Blvd. and observed four males running east
on Garfield Blvd. towards him. He stopped on Rockwood
and inspected his car, but observed no obvious damage.
Dispatch advised that they were getting calls of shots fired
in the area of E. 84 St. and Garfield Blvd. He went to that
location and found two unattended motor vehicles, one of
which was running. Both vehicles had marijuana in plain
view on the front seats. Area checked with no results.
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RENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENT RENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENT

REAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATE
WANTEDWANTEDWANTEDWANTEDWANTED

REAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATE
WANTEDWANTEDWANTEDWANTEDWANTED

REAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATE REAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATE

PERSONALSPERSONALSPERSONALSPERSONALSPERSONALS

WANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUY

RENT HOUSERENT HOUSERENT HOUSERENT HOUSERENT HOUSE

Metro hospi tal  area. 1 bedroom
down, furnished, with all uti l i t ies
paid. Furniture & appliances. $600
month + deposit. (216) 785-6820.

WANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUY

WANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUY

HELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

HELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

Handyman needed. Must have tools
and transportation. Call Bruce, (216)
401-3994. Whoever called, please call
me back.

Delivery van driver. No weekends,
flexible hours, clean driving record,
ability to lift 40 pounds. This is an
enjoyable environment for someone
looking for flexible, part-time hours.
(440) 934-6879.

RENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENT

One bedroom apartment. Remod-
eled. Driveway parking. Security
lighting. $460 month plus security
deposi t .  No pets.  57th/Harvard.
(440) 669-9300.

Auto Mechanic - with tools. Trans-
mission install. Full time/part time.
Good pay. (216) 632-3978.

RENT HOUSERENT HOUSERENT HOUSERENT HOUSERENT HOUSE

Shaker Hts. /Chelton. 2-1/2 bed-
rooms, down. No pets. No smok-
ing .  Sec t ion  8  we lcome.  $950/
month. (216) 799-1633.

GARAGE SALEGARAGE SALEGARAGE SALEGARAGE SALEGARAGE SALE

July  24-25,  Saturday 9am-5pm,
Sunday, 9am-1pm. 11101 Thornton
Ave. Luau & Halloween decor/cos-
tumes, NASCAR, household decor
& More!

Fr iday & Saturday,  Ju ly  23-24,
10am-3pm. 13709 Granger Rd. ,
Gar f ie ld  Hts .  Smal l  appl iances,
Ladies’  plus, Christmas in July,
much misc.

MOVING SALEMOVING SALEMOVING SALEMOVING SALEMOVING SALE

Fina l  weekend of  Moving Sale!
Thursday (22nd) - Saturday (24th),
9am-4pm. Everyth ing Must  Go!!
5264 E. 102 St., Garfield Hts.

TRANSPORTATIONTRANSPORTATIONTRANSPORTATIONTRANSPORTATIONTRANSPORTATION

I  am driver for hire for al l  your
d r i v i ng  needs .  Sen io r - f r i end l y .
Doctors appointments, shopping,
some out-of- town tr ips.  Cal l  for
pricing. (216) 544-3024.
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HELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTED HELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTED HELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

SENIOR DINNER & MOVIE
RETURNS TO NEWBURGH HTS.

The Newburgh Heights Annual Senior Dinner & Movie returned last Saturday,
July 17, with a full house at the Village Community Center. The seniors happily
joined in bingo, a delicious dinner served by the village firefighters/paramedics and
enjoyed “A Beautiful Day in the Neighborhood” with Tom Hanks and their actual
neighbors.

City Council passes million dollar bill
to improve housing stock in Cleveland

Cleveland City Council held a meeting electronically last Wednesday and authorized
spending up to $1 million to fund a program aimed at improving the city's housing
stock and the overall quality of life for residents. The money will allow the city to enter
into contracts with various neighborhood development corporations, which will
interview and hire staff for the initiative.

The aim of the Community Engagement Healthy Home Initiative is to restore all of
the city's neighborhoods into safe, healthy and vibrant communities in which to live,
work and raise families. Much of that initiative has been underway by nonprofit
neighborhood development corporations, focusing on development, preservation,
safety and new capital investments.

Besides hiring staff, the funding will allow the purchase of software, staff training and
the purchasing of materials, equipment, supplies and services.
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Maple Hts. 5-year-old dies of
self-inflicted gunshot wound

On Tuesday, July 13, shortly before midnight, the
Maple Heights Police Department was dispatched to the
19700 block of Maple Heights Blvd., for a report of a male
juvenile who was shot in the head.

Officers arrived on scene along with the Maple Heights
Rescue Squad and found five-year-old Princeton Patterson
had died of a self-inflicted gunshot wound to his head.

The Maple Heights Police Detective Bureau, with the
help of the Ohio Bureau of Criminal Investigation, is
conducting the investigation into the death.

Anyone with information related to this case is urged to
contact the Maple Heights Detective Bureau: 216-587-

9624 or Detectives@mhpd-ohio.com. Information can
also be supplied to Crime Stoppers.

G.H. legislative meeting
The Legislative Committee of Garfield Heights City

Council will meet in Council Chambers at the Garfield
Heights Civic Center, 5407 Turney Rd., on Thursday,
July 22, at 6:30 p.m. to discuss Administrative Code
Chapter 136 relative to the Community Relations Com-
mittee.

Post 309 Ham Dinner
American Legion Post 309, 15521 Broadway Ave.,

Maple Heights, will hold a Christmas in July Ham Dinner
on Wednesday, July 28, serving from 3-7 p.m. Donation
is $9 per person, dine-in or carryout available. Event is
open to the public; call 216-662-7768 to reserve  dinners.
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