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Garfield Hts. Mayor Vic Collova
announces his retirement; Matt
Burke becomes mayor February 1

is that I started working at the age of 16, and I'm 73 now and I think it's time for a break,"
Collova said.

President of Council Matt Burke is next in line of succession to take over as interim
mayor until the November election. Burke indicated he will accept the position.

Collova thanked all the council members he has worked with during his tenure as
mayor and previously when he served on city council.

"I also extend my sincere gratitude to my administrative staff and every city employee
for their hard work, support and loyalty. I could not have done my job without their
dedication to serve the people living and working in our community," he said.

The mayor also expressed his gratitude to the residents of Garfield Heights for their
support and patience during some difficult times. He wished everyone in Garfield
Heights the best in the years ahead and urged them to work together for the good of
the community.

Members of council were lavish in their praise of Collova, with personal stories of his
support and guidance over the years, and the hard work and perserverance it took to
get the city out of the fiscal emergency he inherited upon taking office.

During the council meeting Monday, Burke also expressed his appreciation to Mayor
Collova for his "lifelong dedication to Garfield Heights." He said after serving 11 years
as mayor, Collova had rebuilt a solid foundation for the future of the city.

Burke said he will work hard in his new position as mayor. "My dedication to my
hometown will never wither," Burke said. "As many of our good neighbors, I too take
a lot of pride in being a resident of Garfield Heights. This is our home and together
we will move it forward."

The Ward 6 council seat presently occupied by Burke will be filled by a majority vote
of all remaining members of council, per the city charter. If council fails to fill the
vacancy within 30 days, the mayor would fill it by appointment, as noted by Law Director
Tim Riley.

Garfield Heights Mayor Vic Collova ended months of speculation
Monday night when he announced at the regular meeting of city
council that he would retire from his job heading the city effective
Feb. 1, 2021, a position he has held since 2009.

He said after talking with his wife and family, he made the decision
to retire before the end of his term this November.

"And I want to assure everyone I am not sick. My reason for retiring

By Ellen Psenicka

A Cleveland woman was killed late Saturday night when she lost control of her car
while speeding in the area of Broadway Ave. and Rockside Rd. in Bedford. The
Bedford police report notes that officers observed the 2008 Audi traveling at a high
rate of speed and go off the roadway, striking several cars parked at the Bedford
Nissan dealership. The woman was pronounced dead at MetroHealth Medical
Center. Police notified Bedford Nissan of the incident and they were to conduct an
inventory on their damaged vehicles by Monday. The Cuyahoga County medical
examiner and Bedford accident investigators are continuing to get more information
on the incident. The woman's overturned car is shown in the photo above, courtesy
of Bedford police.

Woman killed in Bedford car crash

Newburgh Heights Village Council update
The Village of Newburgh Heights Council met last

Tuesday, Jan. 5, in a short session with a limited agenda.
Councilwoman Gigi Traore was unanimously elected to
serve as council pro tempore for 2021, and the passing of
longtime resident Frances Holocek was noted.

Council gave its approval to the purchase of two police
cruisers from Lebanon Ford at state bid pricing of

$32,266 each, for a total of $64,532. Also okayed was 2021
management fees for the Heritage Home Program at a cost
not to exceed $1,080.

The sale of a Swenson salt spreader on the GovDeals
auction website was passed, along with a quote from
Eversafe Security Solutions for security laminate on cer-
tain windows and doors at a cost not to exceed $11,811.

Maple Heights non-bargaining city
workers granted first raise in 10 years

By Judith Goldsworth

Maple Heights Council, at
its teleconferencing meet-
ing Jan. 6, passed an ordi-
nance to authorize a 3% pay
raise for full- and part-time
non-bargaining unit city
employees, including fire
and police chiefs, depart-
ment directors, building
inspectors, office staff, aux-
iliary police officers, main-
tenance workers and other
employees for 2021.

Maple Heights Mayor
Annette Blackwell said that
approval of the legislation
represented the first raises
for city employees “in al-
most 10 years... I don’t think
anyone could go that long
without a cost of living in-
crease.”

She praised the employees
for their patience, and Coun-
cil President Ron Jackson
also attributed the approval
of the raises to the work of

Blackwell and other city of-
ficials in getting Maple

(Continued on Page 2)
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Heights out of fiscal emergency in late 2020 as well as
getting new businesses in the city.

Council passed several other pieces of legislation on the
agenda regarding increases in wages and other items for
certain city employees for the time period of Jan. 1, 2021
through Dec. 31, 2023, including a resolution authoriz-
ing Blackwell to enter into a collective bargaining agree-
ment (CBA) with the Teamsters Local 507 representing
the city’s full- and part-time truck drivers and laborers.

Also passed was a resolution approving a CBA with
Machinists, Aerospace Workers, Auto Mechanics Local
1363, representing the city’s full- and part-time mechan-
ics and park technicians, and two separate resolutions for
CBAs with the Ohio Patrolmen’s Benevolent Association
for the city’s full-time and part-time corrections officers,
respectively.

City officials praised Law Director Frank Consolo for his
work on negotiating the CBAs, which were formerly
handled by outside counsel before his hiring. The savings
to the city by having Consolo negotiate the agreements in-
house amounted to more than $600,000, Blackwell con-
firmed.

An ordinance to set the salary of the city’s safety director
at $10,000, beginning Jan. 1, 2021, was placed in
Finance Committee for further discussion. Per the city’s
charter, the mayor also serves as the safety director

Council last week also approved a resolution to observe
the birthday of civil rights pioneer Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr., on Monday, Jan. 18, noting in the legislation,
“Dr. King changed our nation forever through his lead-
ership, service and clarity of vision... he devoted his life
to strengthening the content of the American character
and called on our nation to live up to its founding
principles of life, liberty and pursuit of happiness for all
its citizens.”

Maple Heights non-bargaining city workers granted
(Continued from Page 1) Economic update

Economic Development Director Patrick Grogan-Myers
gave a report at the meeting, summarizing Building
Department permits and fees collected in 2020. “It was an
impressive year for investment in the city, and, based on
several projects underway, 2021 stands to be just as
impressive,” Grogan-Myers said.

He added that effective Jan. 1, “The Building Depart-
ment implemented the new Rental Registration Program,
which requires annual registration of rental units. We
have mailed out almost 2,000 notices to make sure
property owners are aware of the program changes, set up
a webpage on the city’s website dedicated to the new
program, created new, fillable PDF applications, and
fielded numerous calls and e-mails guiding property
owners and agents in charge through the new registration
process.”

Garfield Council approves
grant application to partner
with Cleveland Metroparks
on Wargo Farm trail plan

By Ellen Psenicka

Garfield Heights Council Monday night approved an
emergency resolution to apply for a Community Develop-
ment Supplemental Grant to develop a trail plan at Wargo
Farm in partnership with the Cleveland Metroparks.

Several public hearings have been held to get commu-
nity input on what to do with the property in the
Hathaway Rd. area of the city, officials said, and those
living nearby would like to see green space there rather

than a residential development.

The city is eligible to receive $50,000 if approved for the
grant, and the Cleveland Metroparks would contribute
labor “in kind” to construct the trails.

The legislation notes that Wargo Farm will be linked to
property that the Cleveland Metroparks is acquiring in
Valley View, along the city’s municipal boundary on
Hathaway Rd.

Also passed was a resolution honoring the memory of
Vince Liotta and extending condolences to his family.
Liotta passed away on Dec. 31.

He served as a council member from Ward 3 for 10 years,
and held positions as a bailiff in the Garfield Heights
Municipal Court, Community Service manager for the
city, working with the Family Resource Center until his
death, was in charge of the Juvenile Diversion Program
from 2012 to 2015, and remained a liaison to the Court
Community Service Program.

The following ordinances were passed unanimously
Monday night:

•To advertise for proposals for various materials, ser-
vices and supplies for the year ending Dec. 31, 2021;

•To renew an agreement with the Cuyahoga Soil and
Water Conservation District to participate in the Storm
Water Pollution Prevention Program;

•To enter into a contract with the Cuyahoga Soil and
Water Conservation District and Northeast Ohio Re-
gional Sewer District for public involvement and public
education regarding soil and water conservation;

•To amend the codified ordinance of the city regarding
“Posting Places” to add the city’s website to the list of
places where physical copies of all legislation are posted
prior to regularly scheduled city council meetings.
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Mayor's office accepting applications for

Garfield Hts. Public Relations Committee
The mayor's office of the city of Garfield Heights is now accepting letters of interest

and resumes from residents for its newly revamped Public Relations Committee.

The committee is comprised of seven members as follows: the mayor of Garfield
Heights or his designee and six members to be chosen by the mayor and ratified by a
vote of council. The committee will select from among its members a chairperson to run
the meetings and present reports and findings to council when necessary.

Each member of the Community Relations Committee will serve a term of three years
and must be a resident of the city throughout their term of office.

It is stipulated in the city charter that “members of the committee shall be diverse and
reflective of the diversity of community at the time of their appointment.”

No member can be an elected official from either the city or the Garfield Heights City
Schools and positions on the committee are unpaid.

The purpose of the committee “shall be to foster, encourage and stimulate the
improvement of community and intergroup relations among and between citizens of
all races, colors, religions, sexes, gender identity, ages, ancestries, familial statuses,
physical disabilities, mental disabilities, and national origins, and all economic and
educational levels, so as to provide all individuals with an opportunity to grow,
participate and share to the best of their ability in the economic, educational, political,
social and judicial system.”

Duties of the members include advising city council and officials in fields of
community and diversity, promoting communication and understanding between
institutions, citizens and citizen groups in the community, improving equity of
opportunity in government, education, employment and housing in the community,
and conducting research and studies in the fields of community and diversity in an
effort to lessen prejudice and discrimination.

Those interested in applying for a committee position are asked to send a letter to:
Office of the Mayor of Garfield Heights, Attention: J. Duber, 5407 Turney Rd.,
Garfield Heights, OH 44125.

Letters can also be emailed to Jduber@garfieldhts.org. Deadline is Feb. 28, 2021.

CLEVELAND

Breaking & Entering

On Dec. 24, at 12 p.m., a
breaking and entering was
reported in the 8100 block
of Force Ave.

Motor Vehicle Crash

On Jan. 9, about 10 p.m.,
a car hit a wall in the E. 49
St. and Fleet Ave. area. EMS
conveyed a 68-year-old male
to MetroHealth Medical
Center in critical condition.

Shooting

On Jan. 10, about 8 p.m.,
the male victim was in a
parked vehicle in the 6800
block of Sebert Ave., when
he was approached by an-
other male who asked him
for change. The suspect then
shot the victim and fled on
foot. The victim was trans-
ported to MetroHealth
Medical Center in a private
car.

GARFIELD HTS.

Theft from Auto

Officer was called to the
police station on Dec. 4 for
a theft from auto report.
Victim said that she parked
her car at her home in the
8100 block of Crudele Dr.,
and between 4 and 5 p.m.
someone stole her wallet
from her unlocked vehicle.
The victim told police she
had already canceled her
credit and bank cards.

Suspicious Activity

On Dec. 1 an officer spoke
with a man who lives in the
4900 block of E. 85 St. who
said he thought he was the
victim of a scam. He said
about 1 p.m. that day he
had received a phone call
from a male caller who said
he was John Bawson repre-
senting the Social Security
Administration and pro-
vided an identification num-

ber as proof of his employ-
ment. He told the victim
there was criminal activity
on his Social Security num-
ber in Texas, and if the man
didn’t tell him certain per-
sonal information he would
have someone arrest him in
15-20 minutes. As a result,
the victim gave the suspect
his full Social Security num-
ber, address, birth date, ve-
hicle information, his bank
and how much money was
in his account. After hang-
ing up he realized this may
have been a scam and called
police and his bank. Police
advised him to call GHPD
should any fraudulent activ-
ity occur involving his per-
sonal information.



THE NEIGHBORHOOD NEWSPAGE 4 WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 13, 2021

Sewer improvement
project to impact traffic
in Slavic Village areas

The Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer District is begin-
ning construction of the Morgana & Burke System
Improvements Sewer Project this week. Nerone & Sons.
Inc. is the prime contractor responsible for the construc-
tion of the project, primarily located in Cleveland with a
small portion in Newburgh Heights.

Work will take place at several locations within the
project limits which stretch from Ackley Rd. to the north,
as far south as Harvard Ave., and from Washington Park
Blvd. on the western limit to E. 93 St. to the east.

The Morgana Run Culvert and Burke Brook Culvert
discharge combined sewer overflows during wet weather
and this project will make repairs and improve flow
conveyance, eventually reducing combined sewer over-
flows that impact the environment in the Slavic Village
neighborhood.

"There is going to be over a million dollars of additional
infrastructure improvements to our sewer systems," said
Ward 12 Councilman Tony Brancatelli, "and in Slavic
Village this will require some temporary detours and road
closures. While this will cause a temporary disruption of
traffic, the long term investment in our infrastructure is
very welcome."

Work on the underground culvert rehabilitation on E.
64 St. between CVS at 6301 Harvard Ave., and Save A Lot
at 6501 Harvard Ave., Cleveland, was expected to begin
this week and be completed by the fall 2021.

This work requires a portion of E. 64 St. be closed near
Harvard Ave. Work area detour routes will be clearly
posted.

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact the
Sewer District’s Customer Service Department at 216-881-
8247 or via e-mail at askus@neorsd.org.

FRANK J. BALOGA (BROOKS)

Frank J. Baloga (Brooks) passed away on Dec. 12, 2020
at Marymount Hospital in Garfield Heights. He is the son
of the late Frank Baloga, Sr., and Ruth Baloga (Kocar).

He is survived by cousins Gary Kocar and Patricia
Foster; also Jean Peterson.

He was active for many years at the historical society of
Maple Heights. He was also a dancer at Music Carnival
and performed in a lot of other shows on Broadway.

Services will be held at a later date at Our Lady of Hope
Church in Bedford. Arrangements by Ferfolia Funeral
Home of Sagamore Hills.

PETER PYTEL

Peter Pytel, age 86, passed away Jan.
5. He went to be with his beloved wife,
Helen (née Harris).

He was the loving father of Pete,
Germaine, Judy, Patty, Kathy and
Holly. Devoted grandfather of 11 and
great-grandfather of 16.

He served in the U.S. Army and
worked for 40 years at Republic/ LTV
Steel.

Pete was an avid Steelers fan. He also loved fishing and
the outdoors. He will be missed by all who knew him.

Arrangements were handled by Fortuna Funeral Home
of Independence.

G.H. Community
Awareness meeting

Join Garfield Heights Ward 5 Councilman Jason
Blake and Ward 6 Councilman Matt Burke for the
January 2021 Community Awareness meeting on
Wednesday, Jan. 13, at 6:30 p.m. via Zoom. Speaker
will be Dave Krock of OHM Advisors who oversees
engineering projects for the city of Garfield Heights.

Topic: Community Awareness meeting; Meeting ID:
837 5053 7669; Passcode: 371779

Community Police Reports
(Continued from Page 3)

Criminal Damage – Auto

•On Dec. 11, police spoke with a woman living in the
13700 block of S. Parkway Dr. regarding a theft from auto
incident. The woman said that between 8 a.m. and 5:30
p.m., the window to her vehicle had been shattered and
the contents rummaged through. She went on to state that
a 7th generation Apple iPad (128gb) with a purple case
had been stolen from the back seat.

•On Jan. 1, at about 12:05 a.m., police were dispatched
to the 4600 block of E. 88 St. for a criminal damage report.
The victim told police he was standing outside his home
when he heard several gunshots coming from a couple
streets to the east. He then saw a single bullet hole in the
roof of his dad’s car and found the bullet laying on the
passenger seat. Detective Bureau will follow up.

Motor Vehicle Theft

•Sometime during the night of Jan. 3 into Jan. 4, a car
was stolen from a woman living in the 8200 block of Vista
Ave. The victim said when she awoke on Jan. 4, her 2013
Nissan Juke was missing from in front of her residence
where she had parked it the night before. Vehicle entered
into LEADS.

•Between 11 a.m. and 9:30 p.m., on Jan 5, a car was
stolen from the street in the 13300 block of Grannis Ave.
The 2017 Jeep Patriot was caught on the Woodland Ave.
traffic camera at 11:43 p.m. Vehicle entered into LEADS.
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REAL ESATE

WANTED

REAL ESATE

WANTED

REAL ESATE REAL ESATE

RENT APARTMENT RENT APARTMENT

REAL ESATE REAL ESATE REAL ESATE REAL ESATE

REAL ESATE

AUCTION
REAL ESATE

AUCTION

RENT STOREFRONTRENT STOREFRONTRENT HOUSE

Garfield Hts. 3 bedroom single house.  Cen-
tral air. Garage. Appliances. $950/month plus
deposit. (216) 341-2391.

Small 2 bedroom, Upstairs. Utilities not in-
cluded. $400 month + $200 deposit. (216)
581-6082.

RENT APARTMENT

2 bedroom, living room, kitchen, refrigerator/
stove included. New carpeting coming; 4
rooms. No Section 8. No pets. No smoking.
You pay utilities. Apartment upstairs. (216)
641-7897.

Park Avenue - 2 bedroom, upstairs. Clean!
$500 month. Security deposit. Some utilities
included. (216) 299-8095.

WANT TO BUY

HOUSEHOLD GOODS

Maytag electric dryer, $50. GE refrigerator,
$100/offer. (216) 385-0732.

Sell your items in The Neighborhood News
starting at $10. Call (216) 441-2141.

RENT ROOMS

Rooms for rent. $325 month. Call (216) 816-
5164.

Room for rent. Utilities and laundry included.
$350 + key deposit. Union Ave. (216) 581-
6082.

Room for rent. Slavic Village. $125/week and
$145/week. Utilities, cable and WiFi included.
(216) 262-5438.

CLASSIFIED

ADVERTISING

CONTINUED ON

PAGE  7
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WANT TO BUY HELP WANTED

Residential cleaning position. 3 days a week.
Must be dependable. (216) 661-9049.

WANT TO BUY

WANT TO BUY WANT TO BUY

HELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDWANT TO BUY

Buying all Foreign Coins and Paper Money . .
. both old and modern. Kevin, (440) 278-
0099
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ODOT seeking public input on upcoming bridge
work on Broadway Ave. near Garfield Metropark

The Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT) pro-
poses to replace the SR 14 (Broadway Avenue) bridge, also
known as Whitehouse Crossing in Garfield Heights, over
the Norfolk Southern and Wheeling & Lake Erie railroad
lines, at the Metroparks Garfield Park Reservation and
Chaincraft Rd.

The proposed project will include the replacement of
the existing bridge with one new bridge over the railroad
lines and Chaincraft Rd. The new structure will include
sidewalk on the north side of Broadway and a multi-use
path on the south side of Broadway.

Temporary and permanent right-of-way will be required
for construction. Traffic will be maintained during con-
struction along SR 14 (Broadway Avenue) by working on
one side of the structure and then the other side, keeping
at least one lane open in each direction. The Henry St.
and Broadway Ave. intersection will be closed during
construction.

The project will have permanent right-of-way impacts to
Garfield Park Reservation. The proposal is to build the
new bridge slightly to the north of the existing bridge to
help maintain traffic and reduce the curve on the bridge.
The land required for the new bridge will be exchanged
for the land no longer needed for the old bridge to the
south. The net impact is under 0.1 acres. Cleveland

Metroparks requested construction of vegetated slopes for
the new SR 14 road through the park in lieu of traditional
mechanically stabilized earth walls.

Other minor environmental impacts are anticipated due
to this project including endangered bat habitat and
potential contaminated soils, ODOT officials noted.

ODOT is seeking public input regarding this proposed
project and its impacts. To comply with Governor Mike
DeWine’s guidelines regarding limiting social gatherings
in response to COVID-19, no in-person public meeting
will be held.

ODOT asks that the public take some time to review the
project information, potential impacts and submit your
question or comments.

To review project details and provide comments online,
please visit https://www.transportation.ohio.gov/wps/por-
tal/gov/odot/projects/projects/104132

The comment period is now through Feb. 15, 2021.

ODOT is seeking comments regarding environmental
or social issues related to this project, including, but not
limited to, the effect of the project on local residents,
cultural resources (archaeological and history/architec-
tural), ecological resources (streams, wetlands, etc.), and
regulated materials (dump sites, underground and above

ground storage tanks, etc.).

Detailed environmental impacts are unknown at this
time but could include historical impacts, floodplain
impacts, ecological impacts, and could require waterway
permits. Additionally, ODOT would appreciate any in-
formation you may have on the existence of these features
in the project area.

If you do not have internet access and would like these
materials mailed to you, please contact Mark Alan Car-
penter, P.E., ODOT District 12 Environmental Engi-
neer, 5500 Transportation Blvd., Garfield Heights, OH
44125; phone 216-584-2089.

Swedish Meatball Dinner

American Legion Post 309, 15521 Broadway Ave.,
Maple Heights, will hold a Swedish Meatball Dinner,
which is open to the public, on Saturday, Jan. 16, serving
from 4 to 7 p.m. Dine-in with limited seating or carry-outs
preferred. Donation is $8.

The menu includes meatballs over noodles, salad, mixed
vegetables, applesauce, dinner roll and dessert.

Call the Post at 216-662-7768 to place an order early.


