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Brancatelli objects to
Ward 12 site for new jail;
wants public meeting

In correspondence this week with Cuyahoga County
Executive Armond Budish, Ward 12 Cleveland Council-
man Tony Brancatelli informed him he strongly objected
to the county's top choice to build a new jail at the Job
Ready site in Ward 12 between Fleet and Pershing aves.
Brancatelli called it "an inappropriate use of that land
and location."

The county's second choice for the new jail would be a
site in Ward 3, currently a shipping container yard at
Orange and Broadway aves.

Last week Brancatelli was informally told that the county,
without notifying the city, the city’s Planning Commis-
sion or the sitting council member, intends to move
forward with locating the new jail at the Job Ready site in
Ward 12.

The city had created a Community Improvement Corpo-
ration (CIC) to facilitate clean up and marketing of the
proposed Ward 12 site for general industry, which had
been a steel mill slag site.

"The Job Ready site between Fleet and Pershing aves. is
a great example of a brownfield reclamation project that
was developed to create new jobs," Brancatelli told The
Neighborhood News. "I look forward to a new general
industry use that meets these goals."

A resolution coming before the new council when it
meets in January objecting to the county's choice of the
Ward 12 site for the new jail gives the following reasons
why:

•The state provided resources to do the environmental
remediation of this brownfield site but the funds provided
have restrictions on the end user which prohibits a
governmental agency from utilizing it.

•The Job Ready site was created and developed for
general industry to create new jobs, and this 40-acre site
is considered the largest industrial land opportunity in
the city since the mid-1900s.

•The alternative proposal to use this site for a container
storage facility in exchange for freeing up other land for
the jail also defies the intent for the use of this location.

•Both a jail and a container storage facility on this site
is in contravention to what the site was created for and
would negate all the hard work that was done to create the
site as a Job Ready site and would destroy all future job
development and potential taxes coming to the city and
the region as a whole.

•It is incumbent upon the county to engage local city
leadership as well as the community in selecting the
appropriate site for its new jail; the residents and busi-
nesses of our community deserve a public meeting.

The proposed council resolution goes on to say that,
"This Council strongly opposes Cuyahoga County’s selec-
tion of the Job Ready site at Fleet and Pershing aves. in
Ward 12 as the location of the new jail."

SANTA VISITS INDY FOR BREAKFAST

The city of Independence kicked-off the holiday season on Saturday morning,
Dec. 4, hosting Breakfast with Santa at the Civic Center. The smiles on those little
faces say it all.      Photo courtesy of the city of Independence

Correction
In last week's paper, a front

page article indicated that
former Garfield Heights
Councilman Michael
Dudley, Sr., was former
council president. At the
time Dudley left office, he
was "president pro tem" of
council. A reporter erred.
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NN Holiday Schedule
The last issue of the year for The Neighborhood News

will be its Christmas issue next Wednesday, Dec. 22.
There will be no December 29th issue and publication will
resume on Wednesday, Jan. 5.

The office will be closed on Christmas Eve, Dec. 24th,
through Thursday, Dec. 30. The office will reopen on
New Year's Eve, Dec. 31. Normal deadlines for the Jan.
5th issue will apply.

This advance notice is given so that those with advertis-
ing and news items can plan accordingly.

Churches urged to send us
your holiday worship services

The Neighborhood News will print worship services
from churches in its readership area in the Dec. 22nd
issue.

To participate in this free listing, churches must email
their holiday services to: nnews1923@aol.com by Mon-
day, Dec. 20. The address and phone number of each
place of worship should be included.

Burke chastises Garfield
Council for ‘disrespecting’
its city directors

By Ellen Psenicka
Garfield Heights Mayor

Matt Burke, in his report to
council at its Monday night
meeting, expressed his dis-
appointment that members
had seen fit to place the city
directors present at council
meetings at a small table
away from where they had
previously been seated at
the table with council mem-
bers. He also noted that at
the last meeting City Engi-
neer Dave Krock was not
asked to give a report.

Burke, his anger barely
below the surface, said all
the directors and city em-
ployees have been going
“above and beyond,” with
many routinely doing all
kinds of work not in their
job descriptions to keep the
city running efficiently and
economically.

City Council President
Tom Vaughn said it was
merely an oversight that
Krock was not called on ini-
tially at the last meeting for
a report and he would make
sure it never happened
again.

Ward 2 Councilman
Charles Donahue said he
was responsible for the small
table for the directors and
said it was Covid-motivated
in the interest of social dis-
tancing of council seats.

“After tonight that table
will be gone,” Donahue told
the mayor.

All other council members

expressed their regret at the
miscommunication and
praised the city directors
and their employees for their
hard work and dedication
to Garfield Heights.

Burke wasn’t the only one
upset with council Monday
night. At the Comments by
Citizens portion of the meet-
ing, former councilman Joe
LaMalfa told council mem-
bers he was worried about a
lack of transparency in some
of their actions.

He said a new clerk of
council had been named,
but only two people had
applied for the position.
LaMalfa said he had
checked online and in The
Neighborhood News and
nowhere could he find the
position advertised.

He  also noted that council
had informally decided not
to have a December 27th
meeting, but no motion had

(Continued on Page 2)
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Burke chastises Council
(Continued from Page 1)

been made at the meeting to that effect. That motion was
made and passed as soon as LaMalfa sat down.

LaMalfa requested Vaughn to email him a response to the
transparency issue in lieu of taking time out at the meeting.

Legislation passed
•Emergency ordinance to apply for Community Devel-

opment Block Grant funds and enter into an agreement
with the Cuyahoga County Department of Development
to create a sidewalk along Antenucci Blvd.

•Ordinance to apply for Community Development
Supplemental Grant funds and enter into an agreement
with the Cuyahoga County Department of Development
to develop a Recreation Center master plan.

A resolution to appoint Mark Svoboda to the Recreation
Board was withdrawn because Svoboda, an ODOT retiree,
was prohibited from earning any additional income or his
health insurance savings account, which amounts to $600
annually, would be eliminated. He did, however, tell council
he would be willing to serve as an unpaid volunteer.

Garfield Heights Ward 7 resident Lottie Overby was
welcomed as the new city council clerk, and Building
Commissioner Mark Moro, during his report to council,

said several new businesses are coming to the city, and the
Sunoco station at Turney and Rockside rds. “is going to
totally rebuild.”

Blue Christmas Service
at Garfield Heights UMC

Pastor Daniel Drew and the congregation of Garfield
Heights United Methodist Church, 4977 Turney Rd.,
invite you to a service for Blue Christmas on Monday,
Dec. 20, at 6 p.m. in the sanctuary.

The Blue Christmas service is designed for those who are
feeling a special loss this year due to the death of a loved
one or a relationship. It will feature guest speaker Jada
Hodgson, a certified lay minister, and hospice worker
David Waltermire as a resource and sharer.

The service will follow the monthly free community meal
from 4-5:30 p.m. in the fellowship hall.

All are invited to come for dinner and then stay for the
worship service. Pastor Drew will lead the liturgy and be
present as an ongoing pastoral support. Please call 216-
641-4919 for further information or to let church officials
know you would like to attend.
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GARFIELD HEIGHTS
Weapon Offense

On Dec. 2, about 3 p.m., GHPD units were dispatched
to the 4800 block of E. 84 St. when callers reported shots
fired in that area. Other callers reported that the incident
happened in the parking lot of the Venture Inn, E. 86 St.
and Garfield Blvd. No suspects were located. An officer
found one spent shell casing in the bar's parking lot. As
officers were clearing the call, dispatch advised that a
caller had just observed the suspect that fired the gun on
E. 85 St. Police responded and arrested one juvenile and
recovered a handgun.

Menacing
On Nov. 29, at about 7:10 p.m., an officer responded to

the 5500 block of Andover Blvd. to speak with a female
regarding an incident at Pizza Hut. She told the officer
that about 6:30 p.m. she was picking up her food from
Pizza Hut, 5526 Turney Rd. She got her food and left, but
returned when she found that her phone was missing. The
staff said they had not seen a phone. The female noticed a
male with long dreadlocks sitting by where she had been and
suspected him of taking her phone. When she confronted
him, he stood up and got a handgun from his waistband and
cornered her to the wall saying, “I’ll rob you right here; don’t
accuse me of taking your (expletive).” She replied “okay”
and went home and called police.

An officer spoke with the Pizza Hut manager and said an
incident had occurred between a female customer and a
Door Dash delivery driver, and confirmed that he pulled
out a gun after the female had accused him of stealing her
phone and threatened to shoot her. The suspect got the
order and left in a dark-colored, older model Buick

sedan. Surveillance video confirmed the victim’s story.
Police located the suspect, but the victim could not

positively ID him. She was advised to follow up with the
Detective Bureau. The suspect has not been ruled out
pending further investigation.

Felonious Assault
On Dec. 13, at 11:19 p.m., officers were dispatched to

the 12900 block of Oakview Blvd. for a male shot in the
back. The caller said her son returned home with a
gunshot wound. When  police arrived the victim’s mother
said her juvenile son was shot and inside the house. The
victim approached police at the front door. His face was
sweaty but otherwise stable. He told officers he was shot in
the back and buttocks area. Police observed two gunshot
wounds, one in his lower back and the other in the left

(Continued on Page 7)
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SALE AUTOSALE AUTOSALE AUTOSALE AUTOSALE AUTO

HELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

RENT HOUSERENT HOUSERENT HOUSERENT HOUSERENT HOUSE

House for rent - 93/Harvard. Three
bedroom single. No pets. No Agen-
cies. $700. First and last month
rent plus deposit and utilities. (216)
538-0162, leave message.

Fleet/E. 55 St. area. 3 bedroom
single. First  f loor laundry. $800
month plus deposit. Water/sewer
included. (216) 785-6820.

SALE AUTOSALE AUTOSALE AUTOSALE AUTOSALE AUTO

DODGE STRATUS SE. 2002. For
sale, good condition. New suspen-
sion and timing belt. No leaks or
eng ine  l i gh t  on .  Ready  to  go !
Odomoter 164,646 miles. Text or
call (440) 681-0814.

SALE AUTOSALE AUTOSALE AUTOSALE AUTOSALE AUTO

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 15, 2021

I am a driver for hire for all your
d r i v i ng  needs .  Sen io r - f r i end l y .
Doctors appointments, shopping,
some out-of- town tr ips.  Cal l  for
pricing. (216) 544-3024.

Snow shovel contract. Needed  for
Rocky River residential sidewalk
and  d r i veway .  Tex t  (440)  263-
5111.

HELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

TRANSPORTATIONTRANSPORTATIONTRANSPORTATIONTRANSPORTATIONTRANSPORTATION

PERSONALSPERSONALSPERSONALSPERSONALSPERSONALS PERSONALSPERSONALSPERSONALSPERSONALSPERSONALS
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Garfield Hts. announces Holiday Lighting Contest
Garfield Heights will once again hold its annual

Holiday Lighting Contest. To participate, just
nominate your favorite residential display by sub-
mitting nominations by mail to: Garfield Heights
Civic Center, 5407 Turney Rd., Garfield Heights,
OH 44125; by email to: jduber@garfieldhts.org
OR bring your nomination to the Civic Center
where a drop box is located in the entryway. Street

address is needed for all nominations. One winner
will be chosen in each ward and a citywide winner
will be named. Nomination deadline is 4 p.m.
Tuesday, Dec. 21. Judging will take place Dec. 27-
31.
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Police news
(Continued from Page 5)

buttock. EMS arrived and
treated the wounds and took
he and his mother to
MetroHealth Medical
Center.

The victim later told po-
lice he was walking from his
girlfriend’s house on
Rockside Rd. near E. 135
St. when a white Chevy SUV
approached him and fired
multiple rounds in his di-
rection. He was able to get
away and run through back-
yards to safety. The suspect
vehicle fled in an unknown
direction. Both he and his
mother have no idea who
the suspect(s) could be.
Officers canvassed the area
for spent shell casings and
found six Smith & Wesson
casings on E. 135 St. be-
tween Orme and Havana
rds. Report forwarded to
the Garfield Heights Detec-
tive Bureau.

Free monthly
Community
Take-out Meal

The free Monthly Com-
munity Meal (takeout ver-
sion) at The Lutheran
Church of the Covenant,
19000 Libby Rd., Maple
Heights, will be served on
Thursday, Dec. 16, from 4:30
to 6 p.m. Drive your vehicle
to the back of the church
and your food will be brought
out to you. For questions,
call Mary, 216-924-6096.

G.H. Ward 7
Block Watch

The Garfield Heights
Ward 7 Block Watch meet-
ing and Christmas Party,
sponsored by Councilman
Tom Vaughn, will take place
Tuesday, Dec. 21, at 7 p.m.,
in the St. Augustine Room
of St. Benedict School,
13633 Rockside Rd. Attend-
ees are asked to bring a gift-
wrapped tree ornament and
a side dish or goodies to

share. All are welcome. For
more information, contact
Gail, 216-662-9213.

Program on
trafficking,
child safety

The United States Mar-
shals Office and Strong
Hands United will present
a program on Human Traf-
ficking & Child Safety
Awareness this Saturday,

Dec. 18, at Christian King-
dom Assembly, 12700
Broadway Ave., Garfield
Heights, OH 44125, from 2
to 5 p.m.

All are invited to this event
to educate and spread aware-
ness about this worldwide
threat to our communities.
Sponsors will also be giving
away free toys for youth ages
1-12. Please come and bring
your children. Food and
refreshments will be served.

Special guests will include
Mayor Matt Burke.
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