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Independence Primary School Art
Show to feature mural of Browns players

Independence Primary School art teacher Mike Gruber has worked with his kinder-
garten through fourth-grade students on an annual Spring Art Show since 2010, but due
to the COVID-19 pandemic, it had to be cancelled last year. But this year it's back!

The event will be held on Thursday, May 13, on the baseball fields at Elmwood Park,
6363 Selig Dr., in Independence. Rain date is May 14.

The show will feature more than 84 pieces of artwork that have been created by the
primary school students throughout this school year. Taking part in a three-week art
class project, fourth graders showed off their Cleveland Browns’ spirit by creating an
18x10 ft. mural of larger-than-life Browns’ players Nick Chubb, Baker Mayfield and
Myles Garrett, as well as Coach Kevin Stefanski, with the help of Adobe Photoshop.

"Students have been asking for years to do a Cleveland Browns mural, and with
Cleveland hosting the draft, and the season we had last year, it was finally time to show
our pride for the upcoming season," Gruber said. "Go Browns!”

This mural by Independence fourth grade art students will be featured at the
Thursday, May 13, Spring Art Show at Elmwood Park.

Davis resigns council
position in Garfield Hts.;
hunt on for successor

The city of Garfield Heights has begun its search for the
next Ward 4 council member brought about by the
resignation last Thursday of Councilwoman Shayla Davis.

The former Ward 4 councilwoman admitted she pres-
ently works for the city of Cleveland and did so while
holding her council position with Garfield Heights and
is, therefore, in violation of the Garfield Heights Charter.

Garfield Heights City Charter requires that the six
remaining members of council appoint a replacement
within 30 days of the vacancy. Accordingly, the term of
the appointed Ward 4 council member will begin no later
than May 21, 2021 and conclude on November 7, 2021.

At this time, Garfield Heights City Council is requesting
that interested residents of Ward 4 submit a letter of intent
to Council Clerk Barbara Molin at bmolin@garfield
hts.org no later than May 5. (See ad on Page 7 of this
newspaper for more details.)

Davis, who has announced a run for the office of mayor
this year in Garfield Heights, was elected to council in
November, 2019. Under Section 9 of the Garfield Heights
City Charter, “Members of Council shall not hold any
other public office or public employment except as
otherwise provided in this Charter.”

A special meeting of city council was called to address
the issue last Thursday evening but was made unnecessary
because of Davis’ resignation earlier in the day. She still
plans to continue her candidacy for mayor.

“I have always served and serve is what I will continue
doing on the campaign trail for mayor of Garfield
Heights,” she said in her letter of resignation.

Free Covid-19 vaccinations
Covid-19 vaccinations for ages 18+ will be available on

Saturdays, May 8 and May 15 for the first doses of
Moderna at Elizabeth Baptist Church, 6114 Francis Ave.,
Cleveland. The second doses are scheduled to be admin-
istered on Saturdays, June 5 and June 12. Time of
operations will be 10 a.m. - 12:30 p.m., for 200 doses each
session.

Please register in advance to reserve your appointment
at: thecentersohio.org/vaccine or call 216-815-0604.

Vaccinations will also be given via drive-through or
walk-in at Third Federal’s Corporate Campus on Broad-
way Ave. in Slavic Village on Thursday, May 6, from noon
to 7 p.m. See Page 2 of this newspaper for details.

G.H. rally to stop violence
A "Stop the Violence Rally" will be held on Saturday,

May 8, at Holy Spirit Church, 4341 E. 131 St., Garfield
Hts., from 4 to 6:30 p.m. For information contact Ward
1 Councilman Mike Dudley, Sr., 216-324-7661.

City leaders address complaints of residents
at Monday's Garfield Heights Council meeting

By Ellen Psenicka

Garfield Heights officials
pledged to be more forth-
coming with public notifi-
cations of committee hear-
ings and vacancies on boards
and commissions in the city
as residents voiced their
frustrations to city leaders at
Monday night’s meeting of
city council.

Mayor Matt Burke ex-
pressed his own frustration
at the lack of people step-
ping forward to fill volun-
teer and sometimes paid
positions with the city, with
citizens countering that the
reason for this is because no
one knows about them. The

Mark Kaye. When Byrne’s
retirement is finalized, a new
chief will be chosen from
those in the department
seeking the job after scores
on a mandatory Civil Ser-
vice exam are released.

Legislation passed at the
meeting included:

•Increasing the fine for lit-
tering in the city from a ve-
hicle to a maximum of $500.

•Executing an “Urban
Jobs and Enterprise Zone
Agreement” granting tax
incentives to JT Leonard
Contractors LLC and JTL
Granger 9601 LLC to locate
in the city.

•Providing for only one
council meeting to be held
on the second Monday dur-
ing the months of June, July
and August, 2021.

•Designating Vernon Ave.
between Turney Rd. and E.
110 St. as a “No Parking”
tow away zone between 10
p.m. and 6 a.m. daily.

•Ratifying the appoint-
ments of Frank Przybojewski
and Patricia Wasikowski as
members of the Civic Ser-
vice Commission of Garfield
Heights, and Doug Piascik
as a member of the city’s
Zoning Board of Appeals.

mayor said open positions
will be publicized from now
on via website and newspa-
per postings.

He wanted residents to
know that two positions on
the Recreation Board still
needed to be filled and to
call his office if interested.

Council President Mike
Nenadovich said he was also
instructing Council Clerk
Barbara Molin to post all
council committee meetings
in The Neighborhood News
so that residents could par-
ticipate. It was noted that
there will be a Safety Com-
mittee meeting on Monday,
May 3, at 7 p.m. to address

the growing gun violence in
Garfield Heights.

Another complaint when
citizens were heard at
Monday’s meeting was that
too many ordinances and
resolutions are passed un-
der emergency leaving little
time for residents to be made
aware of them before pas-
sage.

In answer to a question
about why it was taking so
long to appoint a new po-
lice chief, Mayor Burke said
it will be June or July before
Police Chief Robert Byrne
actually retires, although his
duties are now being per-
formed by Acting Chief

Block Watch
The Garfield Heights

Ward 7 Block Watch, spon-
sored by Councilman Tom
Vaughn, will meet Tuesday,
April 27, at 7 p.m., at St.
Monica’s outdoor pavilion
off Rockside Rd. (weather
permitting). Guest speaker
will be Mayor Matt Burke.
Face coverings and social
distancing will be required.
All are welcome.

Please note that these meet-
ings will now take place on
the last Tuesday of each
month - no longer on Thurs-
days. For more information
call Gail, 216-662-9213.
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Maple Hts. police looking for accomplice in carjacking
On Tuesday, April 20, at 10:20 a.m., the Maple Heights

Police Department received a call about a possible
carjacking. Officers were advised the suspect vehicle had
pulled out of the Shell gas station, located on Warrensville
Center and Libby rds., and had driven south on
Warrensville Center Rd.

Officers, who were en route to the location, spotted the
stolen vehicle on Broadway Ave. near Rockside Rd. A
pursuit was initiated and the driver of the stolen vehicle
struck one of the MHPD cars. The suspect proceeded to
drive down residential streets, onto lawns, then crashed
into a residence when he could not make the turn onto
Waterbury Ave. The juvenile male driver was appre-
hended after a short foot pursuit.

The officer learned that there were no weapons involved
in the theft of the vehicle. The owner of the stolen car had
pulled up to the pump at the Shell station and went into
the store, leaving his vehicle running and unlocked. The
juvenile suspect was a passenger in a blue Dodge/Chrysler
4-door crossover vehicle, with tinted windows, sunroof
and a temp tag. The juvenile proceeded to pull out of the
lot in the stolen car and was followed by the blue vehicle.
Maple Heights police are still looking for the blue vehicle
in question.

Anyone with information related to this case is urged to
contact the Maple Heights Detective Bureau: 216-587-
9624 or Detectives@mhpd-ohio.com.

Final week for T-Ball
& Co-ed Softball signups

The Garfield Heights Recreation Department is ap-
proaching its final week for registrations for the T-Ball
and Co-ed Softball programs for boys and girls.

Registration is being held at The Dan Kostel Rec Center,
at 5411 Turney Rd., through the May 5th deadline. T-
Ball is for ages 5-7 on or before July 1, 2020. Co-Ed
Softball is for ages 7-15 on or before August 1, 2020. It is
highly recommended that a 7-year-old has had at least
one year in T-Ball.

Fees

Residents - $40 + $15 recreation ID card = $55

Non-Residents - $70 + $40 recreation ID card = $110

After May 5th deadline, there will be a $15 late fee if
applications accepted. So don’t wait – Sign up on time!

Things to bring with you when registering

Birth Certificates required for ALL PLAYERS at the time
of registration, whether your child has played before or not.

Two current utility bills are required for proof of resi-
dency for ALL RESIDENTS. We accept cash, credit, debit
and checks with current ID (drivers license) and only a
parent or legal guardian can register a child.

Sign-ups must be done in a timely manner for team
assignments, scheduling purposes and ordering uni-
forms. For your convenience the office hours on Monday,
May 3, and Tuesday, May 4, will be 8 a.m. - 7:30 p.m.; on
all other days, 8 a.m. - 3 p.m. only. Open office hours are
subject to change without advance notice. You can check
the city’s web page at www.garfieldhts.org for details or
call 216-475-7272 (press "0").

Hydrant flushing to
begin in Maple Heights

The Maple Heights Fire Department will begin flushing
fire hydrants in the city beginning Monday, May 3, and
continue throughout the month of May until all hydrants
have been completed.

The schedule will be Monday through Friday from 9 to
11:30 a.m. and from 1 to 4
p.m., weather permitting.

Residents are advised to
check to see if their water is
rusty before drinking it, us-
ing it in food preparation or
doing laundry. If it is, the
Cleveland Water Depart-
ment recommends you do
not use any water, including
flushing toilets, for one
hour. After that, start at the
lowest level of the home and
turn on the cold water until
it runs clear. At that point
you can turn off the water
and proceed to your next
level and follow the same
steps until each level flows
clear.
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National Day of Prayer to

be observed in Garfield Hts.
The Garfield Heights National Day of Prayer will be

observed this year on Thursday, May 6, celebrating its
theme: “Lord Pour Out Your Love, Life and Liberty.”
Host pastor will be Fr. John Schneider, and the main
venue will be St. Therese Parish, 5276 E.105 St., Garfield
Heights, from 10 a.m. to noon.

The participation of all residents is encouraged and
welcomed. Following the NDP service there will be
bagged refreshments for participants which will include
cookies/pastries, chips, bottled water or punch served in
the Fellowship Hall at St. Therese. Social distancing will
be honored during the time of prayer and distribution of
refreshments and masks are required.

Donations can be made to help support NDP advertis-
ing, promotional materials and refreshments. Checks can
be made to either St. Therese Parish or Unity In Christ
Partnership and Consultant Ministries which can be
taken to St. Therese Parish Monday - Friday by 2 p.m. or
call, text or email Min. Vontayne Smith, NDP citywide
coordinator, for pickup arrangements. Phone 216-376-
7186 or email to: Victory4700@yahoo.com. Please note
on your check “GFHTS NDP.”

The National Day of Prayer Judeo-Christian observance
will honor 70 years of Prayer for America, adopted into
law April 17, 1952, by President Harry S. Truman.

Next Cleveland Consent

Decree public meeting May 12
By Rich Weiss

Neighborhood & Community Media Association of
Greater Cleveland

Have you ever wondered how you file a complaint
against a Cleveland Police officer and what is the timeline

for its final disposition?

Has the Office of Professional Standards received any
complaints about interactions with individuals experi-
encing mental health crises? If so, has it led to discipline
or any changes in training and policy?

Is there a reason why the Chief’s or Director’s hearings
are not open to the public at this time?

These were just a few of the questions asked by commu-
nity members during the April 14,  public meeting
sponsored by the local chapters of the United Way and
NAACP on the Cleveland Consent Decree. This was the
fourth in a monthly, 10-part meeting series to answer the
concerns of residents and questions vital to the success of
the discussion series.

The next meeting is at 6 p.m. on May 12, and the theme
will be Crisis Intervention and Officer Wellness.

To answer the call for your input, concerns and ques-
tions, register for any of the eight remaining Consent
Decree public meetings by visiting unitedwaycleveland.org.
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RENT APARTMENT RENT APARTMENT

REAL ESTATE

WANTED

REAL ESTATE

WANTED

HELP WANTED

REAL ESTATE REAL ESTATE

WANT TO BUY

WANT TO BUY

RENT APARTMENT

One bedroom apar tment ,  remode led .
Driveway parking. Security lighting. $460
month + security deposit. No pets. 57th/
Harvard. (440) 669-9300.

TRANSPORTATION

I am a driver for hire for all your driving
needs. Senior-friendly. Doctors appoint-
ments, shopping, some out-of-town trips.
Call for pricing. (216) 544-3024.

HELP WANTED

Residential cleaning position. 3 days a

week. Must be dependable. (216) 661-

9049.

Delivery van driver. No weekends, flex-

ible hours, clean driving record, ability

to lift 40 pounds. This is an enjoyable

environment for someone looking for

flexible, part-time hours. (440) 934-

6879.

Maintenance Assistant. No training re-

quired. Pay negotiable. Possible free

place to live. Call (216) 798-5949.

Property help needed. Demo, painting,

cleaning. Misc. labor jobs. Painting ex-

perience helpful. Call (216) 355-5867. PERSONALSPERSONALS

WANT TO BUY

FOR SALE

Riding mower, Poplan 20 hp, Shift-o-
matic, 42” cut. $450/offer. Push mower,
$125. Call (216) 385-0732.

PALLETAINERS FOR SALE. Heavy duty
Metal Wire Baskets. Collapsible. 4000#
capacity. Call (216) 441-2141 9am-5pm

HELP WANTED

WANT TO BUY
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HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

BEDFORD

On Monday, April 26, at 2:41 p.m., the University
Hospital Bedford Medical Center contacted the Chagrin
Valley Regional Dispatch Center to report a male gunshot
victim had arrived at the Emergency Room, according to
Deputy Chief Rick Suts of the Bedford Police Depart-
ment. Officers learned that an 18-year-old male was
brought in with a gunshot wound to the head. Officers
were able to locate the vehicle he was transported in and
spoke to the other occupants. The victim was a front seat
passenger. The other parties report that he exchanged
words with a male walking on McKinley Ave. That male
produced a firearm from his waist band and fired three
shots into the vehicle. One round struck the victim in the
head. None of the other passengers were struck.

Through investigation a suspect was developed, Suts
said in an email to media. A 16-year-old male known to
the victim was arrested a few hours later with a handgun
still in his pants. The suspect has been charged with
felonious assault and the victim is being treated at
MetroHealth Medical Center.

Both males attend Bedford High School, Suts said, and
were familiar with each other. This incident did not
happen on school grounds. At this point, it does not
appear to be related in any way to anything at the high
school. Bedford Police are continuing to gather informa-
tion and evidence

CLEVELAND

Homicide

On April 24, at approximately 6:40 p.m., officers
responded to the 3500 block of E. 76 St. in Slavic Village
for a female shot, according to a media alert by Sgt.
Jennifer Ciaccia, senior public information officer for
Cleveland's Department of Public Safety. On arrival, the
victim was found slumped in her vehicle with a gunshot
wound to her head and chest. EMS responded to the
scene and the victim was pronounced deceased.

Members of the Homicide Unit were dispatched to the
scene for investigation. Preliminary information indi-
cates that the victim, age 48, had returned home in her
vehicle with her son, age 13, when two males approached
her vehicle and began firing shots. The boy was not
injured and was being cared for by neighbors on police
arrival. The suspects fled the scene in a vehicle but have
not been identified. This matter remains under investiga-
tion.

Overdose

•Male victim, age 28, of fatal overdose on April 23, at
8:29 a.m., in the 7700 block of Force Ave.

•On April 23, female, unknown age, over-
dosed in a vehicle in the 8300 block of Force
Ave.

Stabbing

On April 23, at 7:20 p.m., a male victim, age 43,

suffered multiple stabbing wounds to his left side at E. 49
St. and Fleet Ave. Taken to hospital by private vehicle.
Stable condition.

GARFIELD HEIGHTS

Burglary

Police responded to the 10000 block of Sladden Ave. on
April 19, for a burglary that occurred that day between
2:30 and 3 a.m. The complainant said he came home to
find his back door had been kicked open. The house was

(Continued on Page 7)
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Community Police Reports
(Continued from Page 5)

ransacked and several items were missing: three Rolex
watches, two 70” Samsung televisions, a safe with $9000
in cash inside, jewelry, computers, game stations and
shoes. Detectives to follow up.

Weapon Offense

On April 25, at about 12:17 a.m., officers responded to
the 4600 block of E. 86 St. for multiple reports of shots
fired. They observed a car parked on the street, later
found to be stolen from Warrensville Heights, with four
occupants who got out of the car and started walking away
when police approached. Police ordered the four to stop
walking away and keep their hands visible. Two complied
and were detained without incident. The other two, a man
and a woman, continued walking up the driveway of a

home on E. 86 St. towards the backyard area. Officers
then heard the sound of an object bouncing off the
concrete driveway similar and consistent to a firearm
being dropped. The pair were ordered by police to drop
to the ground and they were placed in handcuffs. They
were secured in police cruisers while officers continued to
investigate. A loaded Smith & Wesson handgun with 15
live 9mm rounds was found on the ground near where the
male suspect had passed. A tactical laser firearm accessory
was also located near a garbage can in the rear of the house
where the male suspect was detained. Numerous spent
casings were scattered throughout the backyard of the home.
All parties were placed under arrest for receiving stolen
property and transported to City Jail for processing.
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There were nearly 100 volunteers who picked up over 100 cubic yards of debris and
tires throughout the Broadway/Slavic Village neighborhood last Saturday, initiated by
the East 63rd Street Block Club. Thanks to all the volunteers who made this another
successful clean up, along with Forest City Civic Association, St. Hyacinth Block Club,
Cleveland Central Catholic, Neighborhood Connections, Friends of Slavic Village,
Cleveland Cliffs Steel, Lincoln Post 13, 911 Clothing, Mike Williams Home Improvement,
Elizabeth Baptist Church and many more. And also thanks to George Kanaan, owner
of Subway restaurant on Broadway Ave., who helped underwrite 120 box lunches in
place of the traditional cookout due to the pandemic. Shown above are volunteers
taking a cleanup break

ANOTHER CLEAN SWEEP IN S.V.!


