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Asbury appointed to serve in Bedford

Bedford resident Jeff
Asbury, who was appointed
to serve the remainder of
former Ward 5 Council-
woman Heather Rhoades’
term at council’s Monday,
April 5 meeting, gave the
following information about
himself to The Neighbor-
hood News last week for the
benefit of his constituents
and city residents.

Asbury, who grew up in
Bedford, graduated from
Bedford High School in
1983, and his wife, Kelley,
graduated from Bedford
High in 1985. The couple,
who married in 1986, moved
to Garfield Heights in 1989,

By Judith Goldsworth

Bedford's new Ward 5 councilman, Jeff Asbury, at left,
is shown being sworn in by Mayor Stan Koci at the April
5 council meeting.         Photo courtesy of Jeff Asbury

raised three children and moved back to Bedford in 2016. “I’m also the grandfather
to one phenomenal grandson,” he stated.

Asbury is currently a purchasing agent with Marsam MetalFab in Twinsburg, where
he has been since 2012.

He said he ran for the Ward 5 council seat in Bedford in 2017, and was the runner
up to Rhoades, who stepped down from the position earlier this year due to illness.

Asbury said he stayed involved in the community as a volunteer with various
organizations and for various events and became an auxiliary police officer for Bedford
in May of 2018. He worked in that position until being sworn in to council.

Asbury is also currently on the board of the Bedford Downtown Alliance, an
organization which, according to its mission statement, works to preserve and revitalize
downtown businesses and to bring the community together in Bedford.

Asbury is serving out the remainder of Rhoades’ unexpired term, which ends in
December 2021, but confirmed that he has turned in his petitions to the Cuyahoga
County Board of Elections to be on the ballot for election this November.

Suspect shot, killed by
CPD near Garfield border

Cleveland police shot and killed a suspect last Thursday
morning when he allegedly pointed a firearm at an officer
while attempting to escape on foot from a home in the
13600 block of Beachwood Ave., Cleveland, near the
Garfield Heights border.

On April 15, at approximately 8 a.m., Cleveland police
officers responded to a call for a male threatening a family
on Beachwood Ave. Officers responded and encountered
the male, who was known to have multiple felony warrants
for offenses including murder, aggravated robbery and
aggravated menacing.

When officers approached, the suspect fled through
yards on foot and attempted to climb a fence. When he
turned and pointed a firearm at an officer, shots were fired
and the suspect was shot and was pronounced deceased at
the scene, according to information provided by Sergeant
Jennifer Ciaccia, Senior Public Information Officer, Cleve-
land Department of Public Safety.

The incident will be investigated by the Cuyahoga
County Sheriff’s Office. The Cleveland Division of Police
will cooperate fully with the investigation, Ciaccia said.

She noted that during the course of an on scene
investigation, the Cuyahoga County Sheriff’s Office ex-
ecuted a search warrant on the abandoned home of the
back yard in which the shooting occurred. During the
execution of this warrant, two individuals were found
hiding in the garage and were taken into custody. Narcot-
ics and an assault rifle were also confiscated.

The deceased suspect was wanted on a murder warrant
for the Sept. 1, 2020 gas station shooting death of a 48-
year-old female. A 26-year-old female was injured by
gunfire in the same incident.

I-480 westbound closure
I-480 westbound just west of I-77 will be closed begin-

ning 12 a.m. Saturday, April 24, through 12 a.m. Sunday,
April 25, for pavement work on the Valley View bridge

Detour will be I-77 north to I-490 west to SR 176 south
to I-480.

On Sunday, April 25, I-480 westbound just west of I-77
will have various lane closures between 12 a.m. and 7 a.m.
for pavement work.

G.H. Ward 7 Block Watch
meeting on April 27th

The Garfield Heights Ward 7 Block Watch, sponsored
by Councilman Tom Vaughn, will meet Tuesday, April
27, at 7 p.m., at St. Monica’s outdoor pavilion off
Rockside Rd. (weather permitting). Guest speaker will be
Mayor Matt Burke. Face coverings and social distancing
will be required. All are welcome.

Please note that these meetings will now take place on
the last Tuesday of each month - no longer on Thursdays.
For more information call Gail, 216-662-9213.

Two M.H. men charged in drug trafficking conspiracy
Acting U.S. Attorney Bridget M. Brennan has an-

nounced that a federal grand jury sitting in Cleveland
returned a six-count indictment charging Anthony L.
Anderson, 45, and Eben D. Anderson, 38, both of Maple
Heights, with conspiracy to distribute cocaine, crack,
fentanyl and methamphetamines in the Cleveland area.

Both Anthony and Eben Anderson are charged with
conspiracy to possess with intent to distribute cocaine,
crack, fentanyl and methamphetamine; possession with
intent to distribute cocaine; possession with intent to
distribute cocaine base; possession with intent to distrib-
ute fentanyl and possession with intent to distribute
methamphetamine. In addition, defendant Eben Ander-
son was charged as a felon in possession of a firearm.

“Stopping the flow of drugs and drug manufacturing
equipment at our borders is an important part of curbing the
flow of illegal drugs to and within our communities,” said
Brennan. “We are grateful for our law enforcement partners’
sustained efforts to combat illegal narcotics trafficking.”

Court records state that in January of 2021, a parcel was
intercepted and searched by Customs and Border Protec-

tion (CBP) officers that was allegedly found to contain two
pill press die sets. The affidavit in support of the criminal
complaint states that the importation of pill press die sets
is prohibited as they are considered drug paraphernalia.
Homeland Security Investigations Cleveland was subse-
quently contacted by the CBP, and a controlled delivery
of the parcel was arranged and executed.

Following the delivery, law enforcement officers carried
out a search warrant at the address and located both
defendants inside the residence. A search of the home was
conducted, and officers recovered approximately 1.34
kilograms of cocaine, 136 grams of fentanyl, 324 grams of
crystal methamphetamine, a high-speed pill press, pill
press dies, bulk currency and five firearms.

An indictment is only a charge and is not evidence of
guilt. A defendant is entitled to a fair trial in which it will
be the government’s burden to prove guilt beyond a
reasonable doubt.

This investigation was conducted by Homeland Security
Investigations and is being prosecuted by Assistant U.S.
Attorney Patrick P. Burke.

Indy Council
OKs video

cameras for
all police cars

On Tuesday, April 13,
Independence Council
met in regular session and
passed legislation to pur-
chase video cameras for
all police vehicles.

“When police depart-
ments across the nation
are under scrutiny, we
must provide our safety
forces with this powerful
tool,” Mayor Gregory
Kurtz said in his report.

According to the legis-
lation, the cost of the
equipment is not to ex-
ceed $141,929.80.

Other legislation passed
by council at its meeting
last week included:

•Amending a chapter of
the Building Code to re-
duce residential construc-
tion-related nuisances
and restrict noise.

•Authorizing an agree-
ment with Cuyahoga
County for the resurfac-
ing of Rockside Rd.

(Continued on Page 2)
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Indy Council OKs cameras
(Continued from Page 1)

•Accepting the proposal of Dell Marketing L.P. for the
purchase, assembly and delivery of computer workstation
hardware in an amount not to exceed $50,155.82.

•Entering into an easement agreement with Gail Ann
Warrick at 5166 Brookside Rd.

•Entering into a Job Relocation and Creation Grant
Agreement with Mai Capital Management, LLC to relo-
cate operations to the city of Independence.

•Partnering with the Department of the Army for the
design and construction of the Cuyahoga River, Indepen-
dence, Ohio Flood Risk Management Project (Flood
Levee Project) not to exceed $2,621,500, which repre-
sents the city’s 35% share of the total construction cost.

•Authorizing emergency repairs to the city’s vacuum
truck by Best Equipment Co. not to exceed $47,000.

•Purchasing two golf carts for the Recreation Department
not to exceed $24,655.65, from South East Golf Cart Co.

•Purchasing a new Bobcat Compact Excavator for the
Service Department from Clark Equipment Co. not to
exceed $72,641.02.

•Purchasing a chipper for the Service Department from
KTS Equipment, Inc. not to exceed $65,276.25.

•Entering into a Job Relocation and Creation Grant
Agreement with Investors Diversified Realty, LLC of
Cleveland to relocate to Independence.

•Passing the 2021 annual Appropriations Ordinance.

•Authorizing an Environmental Engineering Services
Agreement with Hull & Associates, LLC.

•Increasing the amount of funds allocated to the reten-
tion of Mazanec, Raskin & Ryder Co., LPA for profes-
sional services to represent former Mayor Anthony Togliatti
in a lawsuit in his former official and individual capacity
in an amount not to exceed $8,039.47, for a total of
$98,039.47.

•Allowing Michael Guzi to keep his Fire Department
helmet and duty badge upon retirement.

C.H. Council passes fund for American Rescue Plan monies
The Village of Cuyahoga Heights Council met last

Wednesday, April 14, and passed an ordinance to estab-
lish the American Rescue Plan Act of 2021 Fund in
anticipation of monies to be received for local govern-
ments to assist and address the continued impact of
COVID-19.

The $1.9 trillion American Rescue Plan Act, signed into
law March 11. 2021, is a federal economic COVID-19
stimulus package. Money the village receives from the
ARP will be put into this newly established fund to ensure
that it is accounted for and spent in accordance with all
appropriate standards.

Other legislation approved by council at last week’s
meeting included:

•Participating in the ODOT road salt contracts awarded

in 2021;

•Contracting with Security Hut, Inc. for security ser-
vices;

•Amending the village’s codified ordinances to clarify
the residential side and rear yard height limitations for
fences;

•Authorizing an agreement with OHM Advisors for
post construction flow monitoring related to the Nicky
Boulevard Storm Sewer Extension and Slope Stabiliza-
tion Improvements Project – Phase 2;

A moral claim in the amount of $248.40 was approved
for the replacement of two tires, as well as a change order
for repairs to traffic signals with Signal Services, not to
exceed $15,000.

Also okayed was an agreement with Brilliant Electric
Sign Co., Ltd. for a header cabinet and two electronic
message centers not to exceed $32,698.

Pre-Mother's Day Dinner
American Legion Post 309, 15521 Broadway Ave.,

Maple Heights, will hold a Pre-Mother's Day Dinner on
Wednesday, April 28, serving from 3-7 p.m. Donation is
$9 per dinner, which is open to the public, with dine-in
limited seating or carryouts preferred. The menu in-
cludes two cabbage rolls, mashed potatoes, vegetables,
salad, dinner roll and dessert. Call the post at 216-662-
7768 for advance orders.
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Bedford getting ready to open city pool
By Judith Goldsworth

After being closed last year due to the COVID-19
pandemic restrictions, Bedford’s municipal pool on
Ellenwood Ave. is on track to reopen for residents this
summer, City Manager Mike Mallis said at the city council
meeting Monday night.

Mallis also said the Ellenwood Waterline Project “is
slated to begin this week,” adding that residents of the
area affected should have received a letter outlining the
scope of the project and the contractor for the work.

“We believe the project will be completed in 60 days,
which is the goal, and have that all wrapped up by the time
the municipal pool gets ready to open,” Mallis said.

“The staff are working already to get the pool facility
ready for a summer 2021 opening,” he said. Mallis asked
residents to “stay tuned” regarding possible events in the
Public Square area for the summer, which he will share
with the public in the coming weeks.

Regarding other upcoming projects, Mallis credited
Jennifer Kuzma of the city’s Economic Development
office for the city receiving a $15,000 grant from the Ohio
EPA to install electric vehicle charging stations in the
Historic District.

Legislation approved

As part of ongoing upgrades at city facilities to provide
access for senior citizens and the disabled and to combat
the ongoing coronavirus pandemic, council approved an
ordinance for a contract with Welker-McKee of Cleveland
to purchase “touch-free” faucets and other restroom
facility upgrades for City Hall and Ellenwood Center, at
a cost of $24,994.83.

These upgrades will be funded through money the city
received under the Coronavirus Aid, Relief and Eco-
nomic Security Act funding, so it will be at no cost to the
city, Mallis said.

Also passed was an ordinance to enter into a contract
with GPD Group to conduct a No Feasible Alternatives
(NFA) analysis of the city’s Wastewater Treatment Plant at
a cost of $198,990.

The city is mandated by the Environmental Protection
Agency to conduct an NFA analysis to address persistent
overflows impacting the Wastewater Treatment Plant, so
as to reduce flow and suggest potential upgrades at the
plant, the ordinance states.

Mallis explained that this legislation is the first part of
the renewal process for the city’s EPA permit for the
treatment plant to outline major upgrades and improve-
ments that will be required at the plant.

Also approved was an ordinance amending previous
legislation to provide for continuing membership in the
Ohio Municipal League (OML) Joint Self-Insurance Pool,
with payments of $186,092 for 2020; $199,685 for 2021;
and $186,092 for 2022.

Due to current market conditions and the city’s claim
trends, the renewal premium for year 2021 has increased
by $13,593 from 2020, the ordinance notes. Finance
Director Frank Gambosi explained that ”we’ve been a
little bit excessive on the amount of claims we’ve had the
last couple of years.”

Council also approved legislation to participate in the
Ohio Department of Transportation Winter Contract, to
purchase a total of 2800 tons of road salt for use in the
2021-2022 winter season.

Motions on agenda

Council voted to approve a decision of the Zoning
Board of Appeals to accept a variance of ordinances
regarding “Lot Area, Frontage and Yard Requirements”
and “Principal Use Orientation,” requested by Sam
Vitrizzino of 933 Archer Rd.

Council upheld the Zoning Board’s decision to deny a
variance regarding “Signs Permitted in a B-2A District,
Billboards Prohibited,” which was requested by Aleksandr
M. Rybak of Bedford Heights. Montello said the denial
was based on the concerns of property owners regarding
aesthetics in the area.

And approved by council was a motion to appoint
Angela Porinchak to the Record Retention Committee for
a three-year term. Gambosi explained that the committee
was in charge of keeping track of all records of the city,
and determining the future status of those records.

Free lunch at church

Jones Road Church, 8000 Jones Rd., Cleveland, will
hold its next free lunch this Saturday, April 24, with a hot
meal available for pickup between noon and 1 p.m. Just
drive up to the front of the church. All are welcome.
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RENT APARTMENT RENT APARTMENT

REAL ESTATE

WANTED
REAL ESTATE

WANTED

HELP WANTED

REAL ESTATE REAL ESTATE

WANT TO BUYWANT TO BUY

HELP WANTED

RENT APARTMENT

One bedroom apar tment ,  remode led .
Driveway parking. Security lighting. $460
month + security deposit. No pets. 57th/
Harvard. (440) 669-9300.

TRANSPORTATION

I am a driver for hire for all your driving
needs. Senior-friendly. Doctors appoint-
ments, shopping, some out-of-town trips.
Call for pricing. (216) 544-3024.

HELP WANTED

Residential cleaning position. 3 days a week.
Must be dependable. (216) 661-9049.

Delivery van driver. No weekends, flexible
hours, clean driving record, ability to lift
40 pounds. This is an enjoyable environ-
ment for someone looking for flexible, part-
time hours. (440) 934-6879.

Advertise your employment opportunities
here! Deadline is Mondays at 5:00pm.

PERSONALSPERSONALS

WANT TO BUY

FOR SALE

Craftsman 10” radial arm saw, $150. Two
push mowers,  $150 each. Cal l  (216)
385.0732.
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Here are more of the programs for April 2021 being
offered at the Southeast Branch of Cuyahoga County
Public Library, located at 70 Columbus Rd., Bedford. For
more information, or to register for any program, please
call 440-439-4997.

 Virtual Baby Club: Birth – 35 months with parent/
caregiver

Thursday, April 22, 29, 10 a.m.

Join in a virtual five-week Baby Club for caregivers and
children ages birth to 35 months. Boost your baby’s brain
through play! Connect with your baby and other families
and get answers about your growing child. Siblings
welcome. Parents ages 18 and older who register to
participate in Baby Club will be entered into a sweepstakes
to win a $529 college savings award from Ohio’s 529 Plan,
College Advantage, for their child. Read the sweepstakes
rules. A meeting link will be emailed to registered partici-
pants approximately one hour prior to the start of the
program. Staff will be available for help with connecting
to Zoom and technical issues beginning 15 minutes prior
to the program. You will need a device with audio and/or
video and an internet connection to join. If you have
questions about registering for this program, please con-
tact a librarian at the Southeast Branch at 440-439-4997.
MUST REGISTER

Poetry Power! - A two-part series for grades 3-5

Thursday, April 22, 29, 6:30 p.m.

This program is virtual. Express, create and write in this
two-part poetry workshop for grades 3-5. A meeting link
will be emailed to registered participants approximately
one hour prior to the start of the program. Staff will be
available for help with connecting to Zoom and technical
issues beginning 15 minutes prior to the program. You
will need a device with audio and/or video and an internet
connection to join. MUST REGISTER.

Southeast Virtual Adult Book Discussion 

Wednesday, April 28, 2 p.m.

This event will be held virtually on Zoom. Join in a
thoughtful discussion on "Something in the Water" by
Catherine Steadman. A meeting link will be emailed to
registered participants approximately one hour prior to

the start of the program. Staff will be available for help
connecting to Zoom and with technical issues beginning 15
minutes prior to the program. You will need a device with
audio and/or video and an internet connection to join.

If you have questions about this program, please contact
a librarian. MUST REGISTER.
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Chapter 1337: Landscaping and Lawn Services
DEFINITIONS

(a)“Landscaping” includes the planning and the planting of trees, shrubs, flowers,
bulbs and other plants for the purpose of beautifying the premises, not involving
grading or drainage of lot.

(b)“Lawn services” includes application of fertilizers and topsoil, installation of lawn
sod, and the seeding of lawns, not involving grading or drainage of a lot, and the
cutting, trimming and edging of lawns.

LICENSE REQUIRED

No person shall contract, either orally or in writing, for the planning, planting, sale
and/or installation of trees, shrubs, flowers, bulbs, lawns, grasses, groundcovers and the
like in the City which involves the grading or drainage of the lot without first obtaining
a license, providing a cash bond of $100.00 and paying the fees provided herein.  The
cash bond shall be refunded no later than thirty days following inspection by the
Building Commissioner of the satisfactory installation of the landscaping facilities.

APPLICATION AND LICENSE REQUIREMENTS

(a)Application shall contain the name, address and principal place of business or
office of the applicant, together with a statement as to length of time in business and
general experience or knowledge of the applicant.

(b)The license shall be in force for a period of one year and the fees shall be $15.00.

(c)Each applicant shall provide an approved fidelity bond in the principal sum of
$1,000 in favor of the city, for the benefit of any person or persons damaged by the
dishonest, incompetent or fraudulent acts of the applicant.  Such bond shall be
maintained in full force in the principal amount at all times, and shall provide that it
shall not be canceled or revoked until 10 days after written notice of intention so to
cancel or revoke has been given to the Finance Director.

Laws of the Land in Garfield Hts.
Do you live in Garfield Heights and have a question about its ordinances - what may

or may not be legal in any given circumstance? This column will answer your questions
with the help of Garfield Heights city officials.

Question: What are the regulations regarding landscaping and lawn service
providers in the city?  Answer:

INSPECTION AND ENFORCEMENT

(a)The Building Commissioner shall handle all matters regarding landscaping and
lawn services and installations and shall be responsible for the maintenance and
adherence by such landscaper to the grading or topographical plan for such lot to be
improved by landscaping.  Such landscaper shall be required hereunder to maintain
the grade for any lot so improved by landscaping and be required to install such
landscaping so as not to interfere, obstruct or permit the diversion of any surface waters
with respect to such lot to the detriment of any abutting or adjoining property owners’
lands.  In the event such landscaping does divert or obstruct surface waters or interfere
with the grading or topographical plan for such lot, such landscaper, upon receipt of
written notice by the Commissioner, shall immediately commence to make the
necessary repairs or corrections in accordance with instruction from the Commissioner
and, upon failure to so repair or correct such conditions, his bond shall be forfeited.

(b)Upon a finding by the Commissioner that any landscaping or lawn services have
not been installed according to contract and accepted nursery practices in this region
and the provisions set forth in subsection (a) hereof, the Commissioner may revoke the
license heretofore issued hereunder until the installation has been corrected in
accordance with the orders of the Commissioner.

(c)Any license holder whose license has been so revoked may appeal such decision to
a Board of Appeals composed of the Mayor, Law Director, and President of Council,
by written notice of such intention to appeal filed within ten days of the revocation of
the license.  The decision of the Board shall be final.

(d)The fee for inspection required by this section shall be $10.00 and shall be paid
to the Division of Building, Engineering and Inspection by the landscaper.

CLEAN-UP; PARKING; LICENSE

(a)Professional lawn service operators shall be responsible for cleaning up all cuttings,
trimmings, soil and similar debris that accumulates on the sidewalks, driveways and
streets of the area in which the work was performed.

(b)When parking on the street, professional lawn service operators shall park any and
all vehicles in the proper direction without blocking any driveways or sidewalks other
than the customer’s.

(c)Each professional lawn services operator shall apply for a license to contract for
business in the City.  The application shall contain the name, address and principal
place of business or office of the applicant, together with a statement as to length of time
in business, general experience or knowledge of the applicant, and proof of current
liability insurance.

(d)The license shall be in force for a period of one year and the fee shall be $15.00.
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GARFIELD HEIGHTS

MVA Hit-Skip

On April 4, shortly before 6 p.m., an officer was
dispatched to the station for a crash report. A woman told
police she was stopped at the intersection of Broadway
Ave. and McCracken Rd. when her car was rear-ended.
The driver left the scene and was followed by the woman
to a home on Krems Ave. in Maple Heights. She con-
tacted MHPD and was told to file a report with GHPD.
Her vehicle had minor but visible damage.

Shots Fired

•On April 13, about 10:50 p.m., officers were dis-
patched to the 4800 block of E. 84 St. for a report of shots
fired. The complainant told dispatch the father of her
child was at her house with a gun. She said he began by
yelling outside her home, then broke out one of her
windows and the front and rear windows of a neighbor’s
car that was parked in the driveway. The complainant and
neighbor both heard the suspect fire a single shot in the
air before kicking in the front door. They then called
police. Officers set up a perimeter around the house and
waited for SWAT to arrive. SWAT checked the house and
found no one inside. Dispatch was able to ping the
suspect’s cellular phone to an address on Park Heights
Ave. and asked Maple Heights police to check that
address for the suspect’s vehicle. MHPD advised it was

not at that location. The suspect was not in custody at the
time the report was made. Charges include criminal
damaging and aggravated burglary.

•On April 15, police responded to a home in the 11400
block of McCracken Rd. to follow up on a call that came
in at 12:37 a.m. as reported by the night shift. An officer
had reported a shots fired complaint to dispatch in the
area of E. 115 St. and McCracken Rd. Officers checked
the area with negative results. At 8:40 a.m., an anonymous
caller had told dispatch there were several spent casings
all over the street and driveway at the home in the 11400
block of McCracken. Police found 16 spent Luger 9mm
casings in the driveway and in the street of a home actually
on E. 115 St. No damage to vehicles or homes in the area
was found. A witness told police that when he heard the
shots, the only thing he noticed was a white SUV parked
the wrong way with the headlights on in the area for some
time prior to the shots.

Weapon Offense

On April 14, at about 2:22
a.m., an officer was dis-
patched to Aura Bar, 4912
Turney Rd., when sheriff’s
deputies requested assis-
tance. A deputy told police
a black Honda and a tan
Chevy Impala with individu-
als inside them with weap-
ons were circling the park-
ing lot of Turney Town.
Police saw the tan Impala
leave Turney Town travel-
ing at a high rate of speed
which abruptly stopped on

E. 113 St. A passenger got out and took off running
through a backyard. The driver was ordered out of the
vehicle and was detained without incident. Police found
a loaded Glock 21 firearm under the passenger seat, 14
packs of 3.5 gram marijuana edibles, a digital scale and
33 empty Hotel Xotic thc packs. The driver was arrested
and taken to the city jail and booked and charged with
improper handling of a firearm in a motor vehicle and
possession of marijuana. He was held on no bond.

Neighborhood News online
Neighborhood News readers can now get their favorite

newspaper on the web at: theneighborhoodnews.com.
The entire newspaper is available on the N.N. website
every Wednesday morning and can be read in Adobe
Acrobat. Just click on the front page to download the
remaining pages. Archives and other features will be
added as the website evolves.


