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Independence passes legislation
to ‘secure its financial future’

Two ordinances were passed by Independence Council at its regular meeting on Aug.
11, one to renew existing notes that mature in early December for up to 12 months, and
the other to convert the short-term notes into long-term bonds.

Referring to these two ordinances in his report to council, Mayor Gregory Kurtz said
they were being presented to council to “secure our financial future.”

“These measures provide the city the financial flexibility essential to provide
emergency pandemic spending, manage investments to support economic growth and
fund the programs and services residents expect,” the mayor continued. “I know that
being able to borrow money for less than 2% for 15 years is an unbeatable deal and the
common sense decision to make.

Also passed  by council were the following pieces of legislation:

•To continue the appointment of Gregory J. O’Brien as the city’s law director and Taft
Stettinius & Hollister LLP as the city’s law department;

•To extend the duration of the contract of VanCuren Services, Inc. for general city
tree trimming, removal, disposal and related labor and equipment for city property;

•To authorize an increase in the amount of funds allocated to the retention of
Mazanec, Raskin & Ryder Co., LPA for professional legal services. This is for
representation for former Mayor Anthony Togliatti in the pending litigation from
Leonard Mazzola;

•To fund road and right-of-way repairs necessitated by numerous water main breaks,
leaks, and/or water valve and/or hydrant repairs 2020;

•To execute an agreement with Kimble Companies, Inc. for recycling processing
services;

•To retain Travelers Property Casualty Company of America for insurance underwrit-
ing services for the purchase of property, automobile, inland marine/equipment and
crime/cyber insurance 2020-2021;

•To authorize the retention of Dimit Architects, LLC for professional architectural
and planning design services in connection with central downtown parcels located on
the east and west side of Brecksville Rd. owned by the city and St. Michael’s Church;

•To grant a U-3 special condition use permit to Fortuna Funeral Home, Inc. and
granting an easement for property located at 7064 Brecksville Rd.;

•To approve the 2020 annual appropriations ordinance;

•To accept the proposal of Euthenics, Inc. for professional services for the Hillside
Road Sidewalk Improvements Project (Hawthorn Trace to S. Great Oaks Parkway).

WELCOME TO THE GHFD!

Firefighter Ryan Zittkowski, at left, and Firefighter
Sage Patel, at right, were sworn in last month by
Mayor Vic Collova as the newest members of the
Garfield Heights Fire Department. They assumed
their duties July 15. Welcome aboard!

Cuyahoga Hts.

Council notes
The Village of Cuyahoga

Heights Council met last
Wednesday, Aug. 12, and
passed the following legis-
lation:

•Accepting Medical Mu-
tual of Ohio’s “Insured Re-
newal Rate” for the period
Sept. 1, 2020, through Aug.
31, 2021;

•Accepting Delta Dental’s
renewal rates for the period
Sept. 1, 2020, through Aug.
31, 2021;

•Purchasing life insurance
from Principal Life Insurance
for full time village employ-
ees effective Sept. 1, 2020;

•Confirming the initial ap-
pointment of Jeffrey Heintz
as a firefighter in the
Cuyahoga Heights Fire De-
partment;

•Entering into an agree-
ment with the city of North
Royalton for prisoner hous-
ing services;

•Amending the compen-
sation schedule ranges for
village employees to clarify
and correct certain job titles
listed on the compensation
schedule;

•Entering into a Commu-
nity Cost-Share Agreement
with the Northeast Ohio
Regional Sewer District;

•Acquiring a portion of
4550 Willow Parkway neces-
sary for the Nicky Boule-
vard Slope Stabilization and
Storm Sewer Extension
Project;

•Accepting an access and
utility easement for Perma-
nent Parcel No. 522-11-003
for the Nicky Boulevard
Storm Sewer Extension and
Slope Stabilization Improve-
ments Project;

•Accepting the alternative
tax budget information of
the village for the fiscal year
beginning Jan. 1, 2021 and
submitting it the Budget
Commission of Cuyahoga
County;

(Continued on Page 2)

Cleveland Central Catholic to

begin school year remotely
Officials at Cleveland Central Catholic High School have

announced that for the safety and wellness of the faculty, staff
and students and to support student learning, they have
made the decision to follow the recommendation of the
Cuyahoga County Board of Health issued on July 30, 2020,
regarding plans for the upcoming school year.

Therefore, the 2020-21 school year will initially operate
remotely due to the elevated health risk in-person learn-
ing brings and extracurriculars such as sports, band,
theater, choir and other activities during the remote
learning period will be discontinued.

"We recognize and acknowledge this decision brings
sadness and disappointment," said school officials. "There
will be missed social interaction and extracurricular
activities. It is hard to imagine starting the school year
without the positive community spirit that fills our halls."

School Calendar

The first day of remote online learning will begin
Tuesday, Sept. 8, 2020. This is to ensure quality profes-
sional development is completed to prepare for nine
weeks of online learning. The first nine weeks of online
learning will take place Sept. 8 – Nov. 6.

Extracurricular activities

All extracurricular activities and athletics on campus or
off campus are suspended through Nov. 6, 2020.

Chromebooks

To support online learning each student will be issued
a Chromebook for their use. Chromebooks will be distrib-
uted on assigned days the week of August 31. begin school
year remotely

(Continued on Page 3)

Trinity High School students to start classes,

In-Person or Simultaneous learning, Aug. 31
Through the tireless efforts of Trinity High School administrators, staff, students and

their families, a plan for the first half-term of the 2020-2021 school year has been
formulated. School officials will continue to revise the plan, policies and procedures
based upon guidance from the Diocese of Cleveland, the governor, the CDC and the
Ohio Department of Health when it is deemed necessary.

Each student will receive a Chromebook for his or her use while enrolled as a Trinity
High School student. Based upon availability, the plan is to hand them out to each
student on their class orientation day during the week of Aug. 24.

After reviewing all of the submissions, 42% of Trinity families chose the simultaneous
learning option. This, along with other factors, allowed officials to make the necessary
modifications to the beginning of the school year, and allow families to feel safe.

The first modification was pushing back the start dates for staff and students. Staff will
now report the week of August 17 for professional development while students will

(Continued on Page 4)
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Laws of the Land in Garfield Heights
Do you live in Garfield Heights and have a question about its ordinances - what may

or may not be legal in any given circumstance? This column will answer your questions
with the help of members of Garfield Heights City Council.

Question – What are the laws regarding professional lawn service operators?

Answer – 1337.05 CLEAN-UP; PARKING, LICENSE.

(a) Professional lawn service operators shall be responsible for cleaning up all cuttings,
trimmings, soil and similar debris that accumulates on sidewalks, driveways and streets
of the area in which the work was performed.

(b) When parking on the street, professional lawn service operators shall park any and
all vehicles in the proper direction without blocking any driveways or sidewalks other

than the customers's.

(c) Each professional lawn services operator shall apply for a license to contract for
business in the city. The application shall contain the name, address and principal
place of business or office of the applicant, together with a statement as to length of time
in business, general experience or knowledge of the applicant, and proof of current
liability insurance.

(d) The license shall be in force for a period of one year and the fee shall be $15.

Cuyahoga Heights Council notes
(Continued from Page 1)

•Amending the codified ordinances to give the building commissioner the authority
to manage the construction, maintenance, location and appearance of fences, walls,
plantings and other things constructed on or near boundary lines on a case-by-case
basis;

•Passing a memorial resolution for Daniel Tucholski.

Motions were also passed for the village engineer to advertise for bids for the Nicky
Boulevard Storm Sewer Extension & Slope Stabilization – Phase 2; to create a purchase
order for the second half of 2020 annual operation and maintenance within the village
for joint and crack sealing for the 2020 season; authorizing a purchase order for the
annual operation and maintenance within the village for flexible and rigid pavement
repairs for the second half of the 2020 season; and soliciting proposals from qualified
professionals to perform the Benjamin Moore Demolition and Redevelopment Project.
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Central Catholic will begin school year remotely
(Continued from Page 1)

Online Remote Learning

Each student will be attending online remote learning
from home. Students will log in to google classroom, as
well as virtual real-time classes and instruction as avail-
able. Students will be instructed from their teachers along
with additional support from Ironman Way teachers and
intervention specialists. Students will be able to log in for
“office hours” for additional help as needed throughout
the week.

Office Hours

The school office is open from 7:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.,
Monday-Friday to drop off or pick up paperwork. Face
coverings/masks are required to enter the building. All
visitors must enter at the atrium doors located at 67 St. and
Baxter Ave.

Third Federal Work Study Program

Many families rely on volunteering with the Third
Federal Work Study Program to assist with tuition pay-
ment. While all volunteering with CCC is temporarily

suspended due to COVID-19 protocols, school officials
are working to provide financial assistance to families in
need. More information will be shared in the weeks
ahead.

Transportation

Cleveland Central Catholic will continue to offer trans-
portation to and from school once it returns to in-person
education for those who sign up for this service. If you
have not signed up for transportation or want to verify that
you have signed up, contact Mr. Albert at 216-441-4700,
ext. 263.

Student Support

Any student or family who is in need of social, emotional
or crisis support should contact Sr. Erin at 216-641-2036
for assistance.

Complete Earhart series
still available - just ask!

For The Neighborhood News readers who may have
missed one or more of last summer's 7-part series of
articles by Ellen Psenicka on the Kothera group's
search for the remains of Amelia Earhart and her
navigator, Fred Noonan, on Saipan in 1968, the entire
series is available via email.

To request the complete Earhart story and its Garfield
Heights connection, email to: nnews1923@aol.com.
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Trinity High School students to start classes Aug. 31
(Continued from Page 1)

report the week of August 24, only for one day, with their
class. Dates can be changed based on guidance from the
Ohio Department of Health and Gov. Mike DeWine.

Every student needs to report for this orientation day
whether he or she chose In-Person or Simultaneous learn-
ing. Every student needs to wear a mask or shield from home.

Week 1 schedule will look like this:

Monday, Aug. 24: Class of 2021, 9 a.m.-noon

Tuesday, Aug. 25: Class of 2022, 9 a.m.-noon

Wednesday, Aug. 26: Class of 2023, 9 a.m.-noon

Thursday, Aug. 27: Class of 2024, 9:00 a.m.-noon

Friday, Aug. 28: Students Off, Teacher Development
Day

Monday, Aug. 31: School In Session, All Classes

Another modification was made to the length of the
school day, and how many days a week that students will
be in school. Many families asked if the length of time
students are inside the school together could be short-
ened. School days will now be from 8:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.

In-Person Learning

As in past years, four class periods will be maintained in
block scheduling; however, the length of classes will be
shorter in length - 70-minute classes with a 10-minute
bathroom break included.

Each classroom will adhere to 6-foot social distancing,
limiting the number of students to 20 or less students in
each classroom.

Classroom desks/tables will be sanitized after each pe-
riod by a combination of the teachers and students. Each
teacher will allow ample time at the end of class to get the
desks clean.

Teachers will spray their work area and each desk.
Teachers will wipe down their own area while students
wipe down their area with disposable cloths provided by
Trinity in each classroom.

Students are allowed to bring their own lunch from
home. Students buying lunch will enter the lunch line
with social distancing being implemented and will grab
a prepackaged hot or cold lunch. Students will move to
the cafeteria or Britton Hall for their lunch period with
tables practicing social distancing.

At the end of the school day, due to Covid-19 guide-
lines, all students need to be picked up no later than 3:30
p.m. unless they are involved in an after school, co-
curricular activity.

Simultaneous Learning

Those students who have chosen the Simultaneous
Learning option will be required to be present for all of
their classes and in uniform. Students need to have a
designated work area where they can sit for each class.
Areas such as lying in bed will not be allowed.

Attendance will be taken by each teacher in all class-
rooms to confirm a student is participating in class and
is able to interact with their teacher and classmates.

Each classroom has had a brand new camera installed so
all students can attend class and follow the lesson plans
through Google Classroom.

Pre-Professional Internship Program

The Pre-Professional Internship Program has been put
on hold for the beginning of the 2020-21 school year. The
program will be reevaluated after Term 1 in the hopes the
intern program can return for Term 2.

Covid Screening

With all Covid-19 related policies, procedures and
guidelines, Trinity High School is following CDC and
Cuyahoga County guidelines. Trinity administration
maintains contact with Cuyahoga County health officials
to advise on how to best operate now and as the situation
changes.

Each student will enter through his or her designated
class door to have his or her temperature taken before
entering the building. If a student tests above 100 de-
grees, they will be sent home. Once a student has tested
below 100 degrees, they may enter the school with their
mask or shield on and head directly to their first period
class.

Any student or staff member must remain home if they
are known to have had close contact with someone who
has tested positive for COVID-19 in the last 14 days or are
experiencing any symptoms.

Athletics and Co-Curricular Activities

No co-curricular activities and clubs, outside of athlet-
ics, will be allowed during the first half-term. Trinity
athletics will comply with the State of Ohio, the Ohio
High School Athletic Association and the Chagrin Valley
Conference guidelines and regulations regarding prac-
tices, scrimmages and athletic contests. Students who
have elected Simultaneous Learning are eligible to par-
ticipate in athletics as long as attendance requirements
are met.
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REAL ESTATE

WANTED

REAL ESTATE

WANTED

WANT TO BUY

WANT TO BUY

FARMER’S MARKET FARMER’S MARKET

PERSONALS

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

Private club looking for part-time or full-time
bar person. (216) 402-9283. (216) 978-
3900. (216) 952-2791.

REAL ESTATE

WANTED

Real Estate wanted. I buy houses for cash.
As-is condition. Pat, (216) 324-3934.

INVESTMENT

PROPERTY

Investment property. Several, East and
West side. Single, doubles or 3-family.
Cash flow. (216) 785-6820.

RENT HOUSE

E. 131 St./Harvard. Single house. 3.5 bed-
rooms. Section 8 welcome. No pets. No
smoking. Security deposit. (216) 799-
1633.

Ready to rent! Gertrude/E. 71 St. 2 bed-
room, down.  $500 + 1-1/2 secur i ty
deposit. (216) 441-7929.

Shaker Heights/Chelton. 2-1/2 bedrooms
up. No pets. No smoking. $925/month.
(216) 799-1633.

ADVERTISE YOUR RENTAL! Call The Neigh-
borhood News at (216) 441-2141.

WANT TO RENT

Responsible gentleman. Non-smoker. No
drugs. Looking for a reasonable place (apart-
ment or small house). (440) 725-2101.

RENT APARTMENT

E. 138/Harvard. Upstairs. 2 bedrooms.
Carpet. No smoking. No pets. Section 8
welcome. $600. Deposit. (216) 799-1633.

Small 2 bedroom. Warner Road. Upstairs.
$430 + security deposit. Appliances. No
pets. (216) 375-3682.

F l ee t  -  Ups ta i r s ,  2  bed rooms ,  w i th
appliances. No pets. No Section 8. Plus
utilities. No smokers. $500 + deposit.
(440) 382-8694.

RENT ROOMS

E. 71/Lansing. Room for rent. $100 a week.
Call (216) 798-5949.

Room for rent. Utilities and laundry in-
cluded.$350 + key deposit. Union Ave. (216)
581-6082.

SALE AUTO

2004 Chrysler Convertible. Well maintained.
New tires, alternator, battery. Has air. Runs
good. $1,700. (440) 382-8694.

2013 Chevy Malibu M1. Low mileage. 29
mpg. No accidents. For those who don't know
what market value is - It is the price that
indicates what a similar car is selling for. This
car is available for $2,000 under market
value. Asking $5,400. Cash buyers may do
well. Buyer must meet all bank and seller
requirements. Only serious and qualified buy-
ers to call please! (216) 544-3039.
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CLEVELAND
Arson

On Wednesday, Aug. 12, shortly before midnight, CPD
was asked by the Cleveland Division of Fire to investigate
a structure fire at 6100 Heisley Ave. Upon their arrival,
Chief Corcoran reported a five-gallon plastic gas can was
found on the rear porch with fire damage to the southwest
exterior corner of the first floor porch.

Fire examination revealed that the four-unit vacant
structure was intentionally set on fire by an unknown
person with an ignitable liquid. No suspects or witnesses.
An Arson Crimestoppers poster was affixed to the front
and rear of the structure. Fire/Arson Unit will follow up.

Grand Theft

Police took a report over the phone on Monday, Aug.
10, from a woman who said she went inside her home in
the 9500 block of Grand Division Ave. about 5 p.m. the
previous day and left her car running and unlocked.
When she returned to her car about an hour later, she
noticed that her firearm was no longer inside the car.
4th District detectives to follow up.

Grand Theft Motor Vehicle

On Aug. 10,  a woman living in the 6300 block of
Hosmer Ave., reported to police that she was sitting in her
living room about 12:30 a.m., when she saw her Nissan
Pathfinder begin to pull out of her driveway. She saw five
younger black males driving away in her vehicle, taken

without keys. The owner then got in her other car to
pursue the suspects and followed the Pathfinder to the
area of Miles Park Ave., where she saw the vehicle drive
into the backyard of a residence. She then returned home
to call police.

Officers toured the area of Miles Park Ave. and found
the Pathfinder at an address in the 9100 block of Miles
Park Ave. between a garage and a tree; no one was inside
and no one answered the phone or the door inside the
home. Vehicle towed and hit/skip report made.

Shots Fired

On Aug. 8, about 4 p.m., police responded to a report
by a woman living in the 3600 block of E. 52 St. of shots
fired. The woman told officers that she had heard several
shots being fired outside her home and observed a male
running up her driveway exchanging gunfire with two
other males in a vehicle. She said the men in the vehicle
proceeded north onto E. 52 St., and the man on foot ran
through her yard onto the next street. The woman
directed police to a spent shell casing located in her
driveway, which was collected as evidence.

Felonious Assault

GARFIELD HEIGHTS

Shots Fired

On Aug. 12, at about 2 a.m., police responded to the
4900 block of E. 85 St. for a report by two area residents
of shots fired. When officers were checking the area,
another gunshot was heard close by. Additional officers
came to assist. Police spoke to several uncooperative
males at a home on E. 85 St., who allowed officers to check
the house with no evidence or injured people found. One
of the callers confirmed that was the house where the first
gunshots were heard. No one specific could be identified
as a subject.

On Aug. 14, at 4:14 p.m., police were dispatched to E.
49 St. for a report of a man stabbed. The victim told police
that at about 4:10 p.m. he was at the intersection of E. 65
St. and Broadway Ave. when an unknown male began to
assault him for no reason.

The two began fist-fighting and at some point during
the altercation, the unknown male pulled out a black
knife and started to swing it at the victim, causing a deep
laceration to his left wrist. He also sustained several minor
cuts to his back, shoulders and right elbow. The victim
said he was able to run away to his mother’s house on E.
49 St. to seek safety. Victim taken to MetroHealth Medical
Center. 4th District detectives to follow up.

Animal Complaint

On Aug. 13, at 2:51 p.m., the Garfield Heights animal
warden was dispatched to the area of the 13500 block of
Maplerow Ave. in reference to a brown pit bull at large.
While on scene, the animal warden advised the dog was
charging at her. The dog continued its aggressive behav-
ior towards the animal warden and then ran south into a
backyard on Maplerow. At that time the animal warden
walked into the backyard where the dog had last been
seen. Police began searching as well and the animal
warden called out that she was on the front porch of a
home in the 13400 block of Christine Ave. The dog again
became aggressive towards her and charged off the porch
towards the animal warden. As the dog charged, the
officer drew his handgun, but the dog was already at the
dog warden’s hip. The officer Tased the dog and it ran
east on Christine and then south into the backyards with
officer and animal warden following. The dog’s owner was
found in the backyard of the house on Christine. She said
her dog was not aggressive and that one of the kids must
have unleashed the dog. She located her dog with police
and the dog warden on scene and had a neighbor return
it to her house and put it inside. The animal warden
issued the dog’s owner a summons.
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'American Pickers' History channel
show to film in Ohio; looking to
explore your hidden treasures!!

Mike Wolfe, Frank Fritz and their team are excited to return to Ohio! They plan to
film episodes of the History channel hit series "American Pickers" throughout the area
in October.

"We understand that with the proliferation of COVID-19, we are all facing very
uncertain times," said "American Pickers" representatives. "We at American Pickers are
taking the pandemic very seriously and will be following all guidelines and protocols
for safe filming as outlined by the state and CDC. While we plan to be in Ohio in
October, we will continue to reschedule if conditions change for the worse. Regardless,
we are excited to continue to reach the many collectors in the area to discuss their years
of picking!"

"American Pickers" is a documentary series that explores the fascinating world of
antique “picking” on History. The show follows Mike and Frank, two of the most skilled
pickers in the business, as they hunt for America’s most valuable antiques. They are
always excited to find sizeable, unique collections and learn the interesting stories
behind them.

As they hit the back roads from coast to coast, Mike and Frank are on a mission to
recycle and rescue forgotten relics. Along the way, the Pickers want to meet characters
with remarkable and exceptional items. The pair hopes to give historically significant
objects a new lease on life, while learning a thing or two about America’s past along the
way.

Mike and Frank have seen a lot of rusty gold over the years and are always looking to
discover something they’ve never seen before. They are ready to find extraordinary
items and hear fascinating tales about them.

"American Pickers" is looking for leads and would love to explore your hidden
treasure. If you or someone you know has a large, private collection or accumulation of
antiques that the Pickers can spend the better part of the day looking through, send us
your name, phone number, location and description of the collection with photos to:
americanpickers@cineflix.com or call 855-OLD-RUST. They are also available on
Facebook @GotAPic.

Note that Mike and Frank only pick private collections so no stores, malls, flea
markets, museums, auctions, businesses or anything open to the public is allowed.

Mike and Frank from 'American Pickers' are coming
to Ohio in October to explore the hidden treasures
local residents may have and film them for their
History channel show.


