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SMASHES INTO DINER

Last Saturday a speeding car plowed into the fence at Fire Station 13 at 4950
Broadway Ave., Cleveland, and did extensive damage to the 49er Restaurant next
door. The diner had already been closed for four months due to the pandemic.
Owners via Facebook ask everyone to keep their family in prayer and thanks all their
great friends/customers/family.                                 Photo by Michael Psenicka

SVD mask

distribution

Slavic Village Develop-
ment will hold a mask dis-
tribution in the rear park-
ing lot of their offices at
5620 Broadway Ave., Slavic
Village, on Wednesday, July
22, from 6 to 8 p.m. The
masks are intended for
Cleveland residents and will
be first come, first served,
while supplies last.

Families will receive 20
disposable masks and 3
cloth masks for each family
member. You are allowed to
pick up for a neighbor as
well. Masks must be worn
when arriving at the park-
ing lot.

SVD will also be distribut-
ing other COVID-19 sup-
plies such as sanitizer, ther-
mometers, alcohol wipes
and more.

Ohio Gov. Mike DeWine
recently mandated that face
masks must be worn in pub-
lic throughout Cuyahoga
and 11 other Ohio counties
in an attempt to slow the
spread of the coronavirus.

Charter Steel gets Council OK
to construct new electrical power
plant in Cuyahoga Heights

The Village of Cuyahoga Heights Council met last Wednesday, July 8, and approved
a nonresidential permit to construct a new electrical power plant south of the existing
guard station. The new plant will interface with Charter’s existing electrical power plant
located north of the guard station.

Village Building Commissioner Norm Casini recommended council approval of the
permit since the new plant is essential to Charter Steel.

A memorial resolution was passed for lifelong village resident Donald Boing, who
passed away June 20, at the age of 90. Mr. Boing was appointed as a police officer in
Cuyahoga Heights in 1954 by Mayor William Gerdon. He retired as a lieutenant from
the department in 1981.

Other legislation approved last week by council included:

•Authorizing the purchase of general liability and other forms of insurance coverage
from Love Insurance Agency;

•Affirming that all funds received from the County Coronavirus Relief Distribution
Fund ($15,273.89) be expended only to cover costs consistent with the requirements
of Coronavirus Aid, Relief and Economic Security Act and establishing a local
Coronavirus Relief Fund;

•Executing an agreement with Cuyahoga County for the resurfacing of Grant Ave.
from E. 49 St. to E. 71 St.;

•Purchasing a new fuel system and all hardware and software needed not to exceed
$28,000. The fuel management system is an automated fuel control system used to run
the existing gas pumps for fueling village vehicles;

•Regulating the operation of certain motorized vehicles in the village.
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theneighborhoodnews.com

Racial unrest in Garfield fueled
by councilman’s Facebook postings

By Ellen Psenicka

Garfield Heights Council met in regular session by telephone conference call Monday
night, but the 4th of July fireworks the mayor told residents to put away for the season
erupted verbally at the meeting with calls for the censoring, firing or recall of Ward 2
Councilman Charles Donahue.

The discussion, which was kept civil and professional by all those with input, centered
on a Facebook posting by Donahue some weeks ago that showed a sailor standing at
attention in a sports stadium presumably while the National Anthem was being played.
Underneath the picture are the words, “Men Stand, Bitches Kneel.”

After passing all the legislation on the night’s agenda, Council President Matt Burke
instructed Council Clerk Barbara Molin to read the Written Communications to Council.

Molin proceeded to read three letters, the first containing 130 signatures, resident
James Fruits later pointed out, which said in part that the undersigned did not feel safe
having Donahue represent them and would move forward with a recall initiative.

Another letter from an Eastwood Ave. resident pointed out the growing racial tension
in the Garfield Heights community and the need for police reform. She said she was
present at the policing meeting last month at The Rock Church and felt defeated by
comments by Mayor Vic Collova and Ward 3 Councilman Mike Nenadovich that they
were “100% behind the Garfield Heights police.” She questioned what percentage was
then left for residents.

A call-in resident said she didn’t feel safe with GHPD
Officer Michael Malak on the streets after the incident
shot on video of his forceful interaction with Kenta Settles
on Turney Rd. last January, and called for his removal
from the force. A police brutality lawsuit against five
officers of the GHPD, including Malak, has been filed on
behalf of Settles claiming excessive force and violation of
the plaintiff’s civil rights.

Also called into question in a letter from resident
Lanene Jones was what she termed a “road rage” incident
a few weeks ago in the Giant Eagle parking lot between
Donahue and a black man who had earlier “cut him off”
while driving.

“As an elected official, you could’ve taken the high road
and still introduced yourself and asked him to be careful
when driving around there,” her letter stated.

An earlier letter to Donahue from Ward 4 Council-
woman Shayla Davis and Ward 5 Councilman Jason
Blake, in referring to the incident, said, “Although no
arrests were made by the police department, we believe the
conduct is unacceptable.... We are not asking for your
dismissal from Council. However, we are asking for more
prudent actions when dealing with the public.”

Fruits, who with Rock Church Deacon Michael Peters
organized the June 25th policing meeting, said Donahue
should apologize for his actions and step down from
council and asked Mayor Vic Collova on his take of the
situation.

“I totally disagree with kneeling at the flag,” he said.
“But the residents vote us in and they can vote us out. The
people put him (Donahue) in, let them take him out by a
vote of the people.”

He said he was in total agreement with the Black Lives
Matter movement but think they have gone too far.

Fruits said Officer Malak should be put on administra-
tive leave.

(Continued on Page 4)
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PAUL WILLIAM LIPTAK died
Monday, June 29, 2020, at Holy Fam-
ily Hospice following an eight-month
battle with kidney cancer at the age of
80 years old. Born May 28, 1940, he
was the second oldest of Andrew and
Mary (nee Uhrin) Liptak’s 11 children.
He was baptized and confirmed at Holy
Trinity Lutheran Church. Paul was a

1959 graduate of South High School where he partici-
pated in decathlon and baseball. For a short time he was
a cab driver, and knew a dozen different routes to any
destination in Northeast Ohio. He was employed as a Sr.
Test Engineer at Republic Steel/LTV Steel/ISG Steel for
more than 42 years. He was a member of the Ohio Army
National Guard in the 1960's.

On May 22, 1965, he married Elfriede Samulkewitsch at
St. John’s United Church of Christ on East 55th in
Cleveland. Paul and Elfriede purchased a home in Garfield
Heights in 1966, where he lived for 54 years. They raised
six children, two of whom were foster children which the
family later adopted. All six children attended St. John
Lutheran Elementary School in Garfield Heights and
Lutheran East High School in Cleveland Heights. He
spent a great deal of his time happily chauffeuring
children to and from school, sporting events, Singing
Angels rehearsals and concerts, and after his retirement
drove Elfriede to and from work downtown every day,
often stopping at The Red Chimney for breakfast.

Paul was a big Cleveland Indians fan and if he wasn’t at
Progressive Field with one of his kids watching the Tribe
in person or watching them on TV, he was listening to the
games on the radio (even if he was taking a walk on the
Towpath with Elfriede, their kids or grandkids). He
absolutely loved bowling and up until fall 2019 he was on
three separate bowling leagues a week. Paul was a member
of Immanuel Ev. Lutheran Church in Tremont for 52
years, most of those as a council member and trustee. He
assisted with teaching Vacation Bible School, delivering
his homemade sloppy Joes to hungry VBS students and
sang in the adult choir at Immanuel. He loved photogra-
phy and traveling. Over the years, Paul traveled to
Hungry, Czechoslovakia, Japan, China, Puerto Rico,
Germany, Austria, England, Ireland, a cruise to Cancun,
Caymen Islands and New Orleans, an Eastern Caribbean
cruise, Oberammergau, Germany to see the Passion Play,
Canada, many destinations throughout the United States,
and multiple times to Washington, D.C. (several times by
train) to see the cherry blossoms bloom and attend Easter
sunrise services at Arlington National Cemetery.

Paul W. Liptak was the beloved husband of the late
Elfriede (nee Samulkewitsch) for 48 years; loving father of
Ruthanne Chambers (Thomas), Roseanne Scott, Timo-
thy, Richard (Jodie), Marianne Brady (Robert) and Michael
(Julie); cherished grandfather of Michael and Breanne
Chambers, Megan and Matthew Scott, Corey, Connor,
and Tyler Liptak, Josephine Brady, and Michael Liptak,
Jr.; adored son of the late Andrew and Mary; caring
brother of Andrew (Kathleen) Helen Suckow (Charles,
deceased), Thomas (Jacqueline), Michael (deceased) (Su-
san), Judith Sledz (James, deceased), Martin, George
(Michelle), Mildred Delphia (Albert), Margaret Quella
(Stephen), and Stephen (Charlotte); dear brother-in-law,
cousin, uncle, great-uncle, and great-great-uncle to many.
Christian services were held on July 3, 2020 at Immanuel
Ev. Lutheran Church. The family suggests contributions
to Immanuel Lutheran Church, 2928 Scranton Rd.,
Cleveland, OH 44113 or The Singing Angels, 3600
Biddolph Ave. Unit A, Cleveland, OH 44109.

TIMOTHY NOVAK, age 56, of
Garfield Heights, beloved son of
Patricia (nee Sciranko) and the late
Thomas Novak; dear brother of Allison
Nicholson (James), Scott (Sharon) and
Dale (Holly); devoted uncle of Sarah,
Samantha, Matthew, Gavin and Olivia.
Best friend of James, Eddie and Kathy.
Tim loved running, bowling, Shang-
hai Rummy, puzzles, Oldies Music, his dog, Darcie, The
Tribe, Scratching Lottery Tickets, going to the casino,
Bingo, and most importantly his church family. Tim
passed away in his home on July 3. He will be dearly
missed by all who knew him.

A Funeral Mass was held last Thursday at St. Therese
Catholic Church in Garfield Heights. Cremation by
Busch Crematory.www.buschcares.com 440-842-7800

Garfield residents report

recent series of car break-ins
Over the past 10 days, more than 14 incidents of car

windows being smashed have been called in to Garfield
Heights police, with many residents reporting items
stolen from their vehicles, with Henry St. being particu-
larly hard hit.

Broken car windows and/or items stolen from vehicles
have been reported recently to GHPD on the following
streets:

•July 3 - 10900 block of Elmwood Ave.; 12600 block of
Southern Ave.; 5000 block of Henry St.

•July 5 - 11400 block of Hempstead Rd.; 10400 block
of Plymouth Ave.

•July 6 - 5100 block of E. 131 St.; 4900 block of Henry
St.

•July 7 - 13900 block of Wolf Ave.

•July 8 - 4800 block of Turney Rd.

•July 11 - 12800 block of Orme Rd.

•July 12 - 4700 block of Henry St.; two incidents in the
4800 block of Henry St.

Call Crime Stoppers
with anonymous tips
Crime Stoppers encourages members of the commu-

nity to assist local law enforcement agencies in the fight
against crime.

Crime Stoppers provides an anonymous telephone
number, Text Tips and Web Tips to encourage citizens
to volunteer vital information helpful to law enforce-
ment agencies. By offering anonymity and cash rewards
for information leading to indictment or arrests, the
program encourages otherwise reluctant callers to pro-
vide information.

The 24/7 hotline number, 216-252-7463, allows the
caller to remain anonymous. The phone does not have
a caller ID function and calls are not recorded.

Those with information can also text TIP657 plus your
message to 274637, or can submit information online at
www.25crime.com.
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Dr. Tracy Ringo is pleased
to announce that Exclusively
Skin, specializing in the
treatment of skin diseases,
has opened up in Garfield
Heights at 9565 Midwest
Ave., Suite C.

Common issues treated in-
clude abscess/boils, acne, cel-
lulitis, dark spots/blemishes,
dry skin and scalp, eczema,
hair loss, mole removals, pso-
riasis, skin cancer screenings,
wart removal and many
more.

Dr. Ringo is a Cleveland
native who graduated from
Bedford High School and
was inducted into the
Bedford High School Hall
of Fame in 2003.

She is in the Ohio Army

Exclusively Skin opens
in Garfield Heights

Dr. Tracy Ringo

Advertisement

National Guard and is the
first African American fe-
male to reach the rank of
Colonel. She celebrates 30
years of service this year.

Contact  Exclusively Skin  at
216-508-6500 or visit website:
www.exclusively-skin.com.

V.V. Council votes to bring back recycling
At last week's regular monthly council meeting in Valley

View on July 7, council members authorized the village to
bring back the recycling program.

Councilman David Wingenfeld said he had spoken with
Cuyahoga County Solid Waste Management regarding
the recycling program. He said that Kimble would charge
$30 less per ton to recycle. Wingenfeld added that he
would like to place bins in a central location, possibly
behind the old service garage.

Mayor Jerry Piasecki asked Wingenfeld to provide a
procedure of how the program will work.

The following ordinances and resolutions were among
those passed last week by council:

•Creating a new fund called "The Local Coronavirus
Relief Fund in the Village of Valley View;

•Transferring funds from the General Fund to the
Police Pension Fund;

•Transferring funds from the General Fund to the Fire
Pension Fund;

•Accepting a Storm Water Management and Access

Easement for 9755 Corporate Circle. Piasecki said this
was needed for a new building going up on Corporate
Circle;

•Executing three State-Local Grant Agreement Amend-
ments between the Ohio Emergency Management Agency
and the village as part of the Hazard Mitigation Grant
Program. Piasecki said for each of the  ordinances, FEMA
is allowing the village to charge 5% administration fees;

•Providing additional appropriations for the fiscal year
ending Dec. 31, 2020.

Council also approved several purchases at the meeting,
including replacing the existing trane air handler at the
fire station from the Geopfert Co. at a cost of $35,330; a
new motor for the Strathmore Pump Station at a cost of
$3,500 to replace the existing 10 horsepower motor;
hiring Specialized Construction for full depth flexible
pavement repairs on Fosdick Rd. at a cost of $6,160; and
repairs to Engine 35 in the fire department at a cost not
to exceed $7,000.
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Racial unrest in Garfield
(Continued from Page 1)

“Our city needs to hear a lot more from city leadership
– all I hear is defensiveness,” Fruits said. He questioned
the kind of training council members receive when
elected and would like transparency on the search for a
new police chief in the city.

Donahue defended himself at Monday’s meeting, which
approached three hours in length, by saying the sailor
photo wasn’t racial. “It was about football players kneeling
during the National Anthem. They took a post I shared
and blew it out of proportion.”

“I’m not a racist,” he said, “and I’m not stepping down.
I’ve done nothing wrong.”

On Donahue’s most recent Facebook posting, he said:
“It has been brought to my attention that because of my
being on Garfield Heights City Council, that I don’t have
freedom of speech. Some have even brought up my
possible removal from Council.

“Because of this, this will be my last post for while. I am
committed to helping the residents of my Ward and do
not want to jeopardize my being removed from Council
and being replaced by someone that doesn’t care about
the people and only wants to further his or her career.”

Legislation passed

The following legislation was passed Monday night by
council:

•Doing all things necessary to sponsor The Cleveland
Clinic in its effort to submit a Transportation Review
Advisory Council application for funding of the I-480/
Granger Road Interchange Improvement Project;

•Amending appropriations for current expenditures
for the city during the fiscal year ending Dec. 31, 2020;

•Directing City Engineer David Krock to prepare the

necessary boundary services for the Lot Split Project at
4700 E. 131 St., and authorizing payment of costs for the
project;

•Authorizing Krock to prepare the necessary plans and
specs and competitively bid for the 4909 Orchard Slope
Repair Project and authorizing the payment of costs for
this project, which will be reimbursed through a county
block grant;

•Authorizing Krock to prepare the necessary plans and
specs and go out for competitive bids for the Granger
Road Hill Storm Sewer Project and authorizing payment
of costs for the project;

•Entering into an agreement with Teletronics, Inc. for
the purpose of upgrading the data base backup and
disaster recovery storage;

•Adopting the tax budget of the city for fiscal year 2021
and submitting it to the Cuyahoga County Budget Com-
mission;

•Applying for a Diesel Mitigation Trust Fund Grant
through the State of Ohio Environmental Protection
Agency.
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REAL ESTATE

WANTED

REAL ESTATE

WANTED

WANT TO BUY WANT TO BUY

REAL ESTATE REAL ESTATE

WANT TO BUY

INVESTMENT

PROPERTY

Investment property. Several, East and West
side. Single, doubles or 3-family. Cash flow.
(216) 785-6820.

SALE HOUSE

For Sale: Professionally updated 3 bedroom,
1.5 bathroom in Garfield Hts. Call Michael at
(440) 476-2322.

RENT HOUSE

Shaker Heights/Chelton. First floor. 2.5
bedrooms. New carpet. No pets. No Smok-
ing. Section 8 welcome. $950/month.
(216) 799-1633.

RENT APARTMENT

Fleet area. 2 bedrooms, up, with appli-
ances. $500 month plus deposit. (216)
785-6820.

Fleet - Upstairs, 2 bedroom with appli-
ances. No pets. No Section 8. Plus utili-
ties. No smokers. $500 + deposit. (440)
382-8694.

RENT ROOMS

E. 71/Lansing. Room for rent. $100 a week.
Call (440) 381-6336.

SALE AUTO

2004 Chrysler Convertible. Well maintained.
New tires, alternator, battery. Has air. Runs
good. $1,900. (440) 382-8694.

2013 Chevy Malibu ML1. Serious buyers only
please. Do not call to ask what I want, call
only if you have an offer. If you're looking, you
know what the values are. Low mileage, bal-
ance of warranty. Let's make a transaction.
(216) 544-3039.

FOR SALE

42" Round wrought iron table with plant cart.
$125.00. (216) 385-0732.

2 push mowers, self-propelled. Excellent con-
dition. $200. Call for details, (216) 385-
0732.

SALE PETS

Chihuahua puppies. $250. Call after 1:00pm.
(440) 232-8380. Masks please.

GARAGE SALE

Water skiis, Brother typewriter, collectible
coins, camera, jewelry. 14516 Rockside Rd.,
Maple Hts. July 17-18, 9am-3pm.

TRANSPORTATION

I am a driver for hire for all your driving
needs. Senior-friendly. Doctors appoint-
ments, shopping, some out-of-town trips.
Call for pricing. (216) 544-3024.
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Garfield Heights
Felonious Assault

On Monday, July 6, at about 1:40 a.m., police were
called to the 13700 block of Carpenter Ave. for a report
of shots fired. There was an alleged suspect vehicle that
was seen fleeing the area after the gunfire with a named
suspect. Police entered the Carpenter Ave. home that had
been struck by the gunfire and found three bullet holes
that entered the home and two suspected 9mm slugs were
on the floor of the living room. In the driveway of the
neighboring house were eight discharged 9mm brass
casings. It was later determined that the ex-girlfriend of
the resident of the first home on Carpenter was allegedly
involved in the incident. She showed up at the resident’s
home asking police for her cell phone, allegedly intoxi-
cated, and was arrested on no bond for investigation of
felonious assault and improper handling of a firearm in
a motor vehicle.

Assault

On July 10, about 2 p.m., officers were dispatched to the
10800 block of Wadsworth Ave. for a report of a mailman
who was assaulted. The postman told police he was
delivering mail on Wadsworth Ave. when he was ap-

proached by a man from a Wadsworth home he no longer
delivered to due to two previous incidents with dogs. The
man asked the postman why he no longer delivered to his
home and was told about the dog incidents. He became
verbally abusive and then pushed the mailman’s left arm.
The resident said if he called the police he would regret
it. Postman advised to the Law Department if he wishes to
press charges.

Farmer Jones Market in
Maple Hts. plans reopening

with new owner, operator
For more than 60 years Farmer Jones Indoor Market,

16701 Broadway Ave., Maple Heights, provided a wide
selection of fresh fruits and vegetables to the community
all year long, as well as specialty items including honey,
fresh chestnuts, hazelnuts, almonds, brazil nuts and
walnuts.

Soon after the former owner made the difficult decision
to close the market’s doors in May 2020, George T.
Simon, a local attorney and entrepreneur, purchased the
market and has recently identified an operator for the
market, the Rid-All Green Partnership.

The members of this partnership are three childhood
friends, G. Keymah Durden, Randy McShepard and
Damien Forshe (deceased), who grew up together in
Cleveland’s Lee-Miles neighborhood.

Rid-All Green Partnership is most known for its work in
Cleveland's Lower Kinsman neighborhood where it turned

an empty and forgotten section of land known as an
illegal dumping site into a thriving urban farm where
various types of produce are grown to bring healthy, local
food to area institutions and citizens.

The Rid-All organization also trains youth and adults as
part of its life-changing work. These urban farmers have
also built two green houses, six hoop houses, a 7,200-
square-foot aquaponics fishery and a Class II composting
facility on a 15-acre urban agriculture campus.

Maple Heights Mayor Annette M. Blackwell said, “The
city is overjoyed that George Simon and Rid-All Green
Partnership are partnering to keep the market operating
and offering our residents fresh produce throughout the
year."

Farmer Jones Indoor Market is planning to reopen
under Rid-All's management in late July or early August.
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~ Laws of the Land ~
in Garfield Heights

Do you live in Garfield Heights and have a question
about its ordinances - what may or may not be legal in any
given circumstance? This column will answer your ques-
tions with the help of members of Garfield Heights City
Council.

Question – What is the law regarding public intoxica-
tion?

Answer – The codified ordinances state the following:

509.03 DISORDERLY

CONDUCT; INTOXICATION

(A) No person shall recklessly cause inconvenience,
annoyance or alarm to another by doing any of the
following:

(1) Engaging in fighting, in threatening harm to per-
sons or property, or in violent or turbulent behavior;

(2) Making unreasonable noise or offensively coarse
utterance, gesture or display, or communicating unwar-

ranted and grossly abusive language to any person, which
by its very utterance or usage inflicts injury or tends to
incite an immediate breach of the peace;

(3) Insulting, taunting or challenging another, under
circumstances in which such conduct is likely to provoke
a violent response;

(4) Hindering or preventing the movement of persons
on a public street, road, highway or right of way, or to,
from, within or upon public or private property, so as to
interfere with the rights of others, and by any act that
serves no lawful and reasonable purpose of the offender;

(5) Creating a condition that is physically offensive to
persons or that presents a risk of physical harm to persons
or property, by any act that serves no lawful and reason-
able purpose of the offender.

(B) No person, while voluntarily intoxicated, shall do
either of the following:

(1) In a public place or in the presence of two or more
persons, engage in conduct likely to be offensive or to
cause inconvenience, annoyance or alarm to persons of
ordinary sensibilities, which conduct the offender, if the
offender were not intoxicated, should know is likely to
have that effect on others;

(2) Engage in conduct or create a condition that presents
a risk of physical harm to the offender or another, or to

the property of another.

(C) Violation of any statute or ordinance of which an
element is operating a motor vehicle, locomotive, water-
craft, aircraft or other vehicle while under the influence
of alcohol or any drug of abuse, is not a violation of
subsection (b) hereof.

(D) When to an ordinary observer a person appears to be
intoxicated, it is probable cause to believe that person is
voluntarily intoxicated for purposes of subsection (b)
hereof.

(E) (1) Whoever violates this section is guilty of disor-
derly conduct.

(2) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection,
disorderly conduct is a minor misdemeanor.

(3) Disorderly conduct is a misdemeanor of the fourth
degree if any of the following applies:

(a) If the offender persists in disorderly conduct after
reasonable warning or request to desist.

(b) The offense is committed in the vicinity of a school
or in a school safety zone.

(c) The offense is committed in the presence of any law
enforcement officer, firefighter, rescuer, medical person,
emergency medical services person, or other authorized
person who is engaged in the person's duties at the scene
of a fire, accident, disaster, riot or emergency of any kind.

(d) The offense is committed in the presence of any
emergency facility person who is engaged in the person's
duties in an emergency facility.

(4) If an offender previously has been convicted of or
pleaded guilty to three or more violations of subsection (b)
of this section, a violation of subsection (b) of this section
is a misdemeanor of the fourth degree.


