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From the Mayor's Desk
Keeping safe is our

highest priority
By Garfield Heights Mayor Vic Collova

To ensure the safety of the resi-
dents of Garfield Heights, I want to
assure everyone that myself, my
staff and our city council members
are committed to following all the
guidelines set forth by Ohio Gover-
nor Mike DeWine during this pan-
demic crisis. We also are trying to
maintain city services as well as pos-
sible under some very trying challenges to protect
the health of our community and our employees.
Keeping safe is our highest priority.

The Garfield Heights Civic Center has been closed
to the public for the last five weeks and will continue
to be closed until we get the “all clear” from state of
Ohio officials.

The Garfield Heights Service Department is stag-
gering workers’ shifts to maintain the proper social
distancing as much as possible. Our clean up and
grass cutting normally is done by a Court Commu-
nity Service crew. Unfortunately the program has
been temporarily suspended due to the court being
closed. Therefore, we are working to tap into other
options to maintain city properties including our
outdoor recreation areas.

The Dan Kostel Recreation Center will remain
closed and all summer activities have been canceled.
We hope to reopen for winter activities including ice
skating lessons and hockey.

Our whole world has been turned upside down
during this pandemic, including the city of Garfield
Heights. I assure everyone that our goal is to provide
needed services for our residents, but I also plead for
your patience. These are very challenging times.

Bulldog Pride shines from front porch music class
An amazing “Front Porch Music Class” took place

last Friday, April 24, in which scores of Garfield
Heights students, teachers and family members
proudly and exuberantly sang along to “Three Little
Birds,” a tune by Bob Marley, with the leadership and
guidance of Elmwood Elementary teacher Christo-
pher Eppley.

“This event represented a way for the students, staff
and community of the Garfield Heights City Schools
to remain connected,” said Superintendent Chris G.
Hanke.

“In addition, we thank our teachers for creative
ideas such as this to make learning special and memo-
rable for our students.”

Hundreds of students emerged on their respective
front porches at 1 p.m. Friday, and cued the song and
video which was created by Eppley and his two daugh-
ters, Luca and Lydia, and then began singing for
everyone in their neighborhoods to hear.

Students past and present have a deep connection
with this song through Eppley from over the years.
Organizers said Friday’s event represents the love,
support and overall Bulldog Pride that exists in the
Garfield Heights community.

Thanks to all who participated.

Nichelle Daniels, member of the Garfield Heights
Board of Education and mother of eight children,
happily participated in Friday’s Front Porch Music
Class from her Sladden Ave. home.

More I-77 closures this
weekend for bridge work
Below is a quick overview of projects with updated

lane closures and restrictions along I-77 while
bridge deck work is being done this weekend from
Friday, May 1, at 8 p.m., through Monday, May 4,
at 5 a.m. for the I-77 widening over I-490.

Limited local access will be maintained within the
I-77 closure.

•I-77 northbound between I-480 and Broadway
Ave.

The detour will be I-480 westbound to SR 176
northbound to I-490 eastbound to Broadway Ave.
north to I-77.

•I-480 eastbound and westbound ramps to I-77
northbound. The detour will be I-480 to SR 176
northbound to I-490 eastbound to Broadway Ave.
north to I-77.

•I-490 eastbound to I-77 northbound. The de-
tour will be Broadway Ave. north to E. 30th to I-77
north.

•I-77 northbound to I-490 westbound. The de-
tour will be Pershing Ave. north to I-490 west.

Monday, May 4, through mid-May, I-77 north-
bound over I-490 will be reduced to one lane for
bridge deck work.

Garfield Muny Court
begins surrender program
for those with warrants

The Garfield Heights Municipal Court has started
the E-Safe Surrender Program during this COVID-
19 public health emergency effective now thru July
30, 2020. It works like this.

Rather than surrendering to the police or court in
person, anyone with an outstanding arrest warrant
who has not complied with probation or a payment
plan now has three ways to clear his/her case.

•The person may now surrender via email at
safe@ghmc.org.

•Their case can be taken care of over the phone by
calling the Garfield Municipal Court at 216-475-
1900, Monday through Friday, between 8:30 a.m.
and 3:30 p.m.

•Or the information can be mailed to the Clerk of
Court, 5555 Turney Rd., Garfield Heights, Ohio
44125. The person needs to provide the Court with
his/her current mailing address, email address, tele-
phone number, text number, the last four digits of
his/her Social Security number, date of birth and all
known case numbers.

The Court will recall any warrants immediately
without any appearance and without payment of any

(Continued on Page 2)

Sentenced in pet store break-in
In the courtroom of Judge Shannon Gallagher last

Friday, Ronald Hairston was sentenced to two years
in jail after pleading guilty to breaking and entering,
theft and disrupting public services in a case involv-
ing Neighborhood Pets on E. 65th St. in Slavic
Village, and two other theft incidents, with sentences
in each separate case to run concurrently.

“Thank you to 4th District Commander Brandon
Kutz and his officers for their investigation and
arrest,” said Ward 12 Councilman Tony Brancatelli.
“And to prosecutor Megan Helton and Judge
Gallagher for standing up for our small businesses
suffering by this criminal activity.”

Both Rebecca Britton, director of Neighborhood
Pets, and Brancatelli testified in court Friday to the
negative impact this criminal activity has had in the
Slavic Village community.
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Bill to establish COVID-19 Emergency Relief
Fund in Independence needs more discussion

At its April 14 meeting, held virtually, Independence
City Council passed a variety of  legislation which in-
cluded an ordinance authorizing funding for emergen-
cies and other catastrophic events, but removed from the
agenda an ordinance to establish a city COVID-19 Emer-
gency Relief Fund for citizens and businesses affected by
the COVID-19 virus protections for further discussion.

The following were all passed by council last week:

•Renewing a contract with Qwestcom Graphics for
printing of the Community Spotlight and the city’s
newsletter for the period July 1, 2019, through June 30,
2021, at the same prices as originally bid, not to exceed
$75,000;

•Accepting the bid of Kokosing Materials, Inc. to
purchase asphalt paving materials on an as-needed basis
for 2020, in an amount not to exceed $10,000;

•Accepting the bid of Specialized Construction, Inc.
for the city’s 2020 Crack Seal Program contract not to
exceed $138,380;

•Accepting the bid of Geotech Services, Inc. for the
2020 Creek, Utility and Infrastructure Maintenance and
Repairs Contract, not to exceed $200,000;

•Accepting the bid of Catts Construction, Inc. for the

2020 Creek, Utility and Infrastructure Maintenance and
Repairs Contract, not to exceed $200,000;

•Continuing the appointment of Gregory J. O’Brien as
the city’s law director and Taft Stettinius & Hollister LLP
as the city’s law department;

•Authorizing a change order to the agreement with
Fabrizi Trucking & Paving for the Rockside Woods
Boulevard North Road Extension Improvements (Part A)
and Brecksville Road Improvements (Part B), for an
added amount not to exceed $300,000;

•Authorizing a change order with Catts Construction
for the Lafayette Subdivision Improvements Project in an
added amount not to exceed $150,000;

•Authorizing the mayor to make a payment of
$229,489.66 to J.D. Williamson Construction Co., Inc.
for extra work performed on the Hemlock All-Purpose
Trail Project.

Approved for first reading was establishing the Chestnut
Woods Phase VI Incentive District.

Garfield Muny Court
(Continued from Page 1)

monies. The Court will set up a telephone conference
within 48 hours and attempt to resolve the matter without
an in-person court appearance.

“People should try to clear up warrants now while they
are sheltering in place. By the time people are called back
to work, they can clear up their legal problems,” GHMC
Judge Deborah Nicastro said.

E-Safe Surrender benefits include being free of the
warrant and possible arrest; being able to reinstate driver’s
licenses with the OBMV; receiving credit for accepting
responsibility for his/her actions at the time of sentenc-
ing; asking the Court to reevaluate unpaid fines and costs
based on the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic; asking the
Court to complete community control sanctions in lieu of a
jail sentence; and being returned to probation to complete
rehabilitative programs rather than going to jail.

Neighborhood News online
Neighborhood News readers can get their favorite news-

paper on the web at: theneighborhoodnews.com.

The entire newspaper is available on the N.N. website
every Wednesday morning and can be read in Adobe
Acrobat. Just click on the front page to download the
remaining pages.
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Valley View Council news
The Village of Valley View Council met last month and

passed the following legislation:

•To enter into a general agreement between the U.S.
Department of the Interior National Park Service and the
Village of Valley View Police Department regarding law
enforcement assistance.

•To enter into an agreement with Cuyahoga County to
consent and cooperate with the county in repairing the
Hillside Road Bridge, an ODOT project.

•To upgrade guardrail end treatments on Rockside
Road in Valley View as part of a larger ODOT project to
upgrade guardrail end treatments on national high sys-
tem routes within Cuyahoga and Lake counties.

•To authorize the mayor to enter into a grant agreement
administered through the Pre-Disaster Mitigation Grant
Program Fiscal Year 2018.

•To designate Paul Dey as the project manager and
person responsible for implementing the FEMA Hazard
Mitigation Grant Program on behalf of the village.

•To rename Fund 409 Capital Projects FMA 2014 Fund

to Fund 409 Capital Projects Pre-Disaster Mitigation
2018 Fund.

•To renew the annual membership in the Southwest
Enforcement Bureau at a cost of $22,500, an increase of
$2500 from 2019.

•To authorize Fire Chief Ken Papesh to hire the
Geopfert Company for various repairs to the HVAC
system at the Safety Center at a cost of $11,605.

Chief Papesh reported that he was very proud that the
ISO (Insurance Services Office) rating for the Valley View
Fire Department had changed from a Class 3 to a Class 2.
He said his department had been working very hard on
their training and certifications to make this happen.

The ISO rating ranges from 1-10, with one on the scale
considered “superior,” and 10 meaning it does not meet
the minimum standards.

Do you live in Garfield Heights and have a question
about its ordinances - what may or may not be legal in any

Laws of the Land
in Garfield Heights

given circumstance? This column will answer your ques-
tions with the help of members of Garfield Heights City
Council.

Question – I own a commercial vehicle - where should
I park it?

Answer – You CANNOT park tow trucks, dump trucks,
etc., in your drive or yard. Likewise, commercial vehicles
CANNOT be parked on any street in residential areas at
any time unless the operator is rendering a service to a
resident in the area.

You may park a panel or pickup truck, having a gross
vehicle weight of less than 4000 pounds that you use in
connection with your livelihood, inside a garage during
the hours it is not in use. You may NOT drive the vehicle
over your neighbor's lawn and it must not make loud
noises during the late evening or early morning hours.

You may NOT park a school bus, commercial tractor,
truck, panel truck, jeep-type truck, bus trailer, semi-
trailer, pole trailer or moving van on any street between
one hour after sunset and one hour before sunrise.
Ordinance Sections 1143.01 (c)(5) & 351.14.



THE NEIGHBORHOOD NEWSPAGE 4 WEDNESDAY, APRIL 29, 2020

Boys & Girls Club
mentors go online to
connect with members

Nearly 2,000 kids a day were suddenly without contact
with a group of caring adult mentors when Boys & Girls
Clubs of Northeast Ohio was forced to temporarily close
sites due to the health crisis.

Now they are reconnecting, virtually.

Early this month, BGCNEO launched Cyber Club, a
daily digital menu of activities and programs that are
aligned with the organization’s focal points: academic
success, healthy lifestyles and character development.
Best of all, the virtual programming features some of the
same youth development professionals kids are used to
seeing after school.

Kids and family members can check out the links at
www.bgcneo.org.

“We wanted to keep our connection with Club members
by offering content that is not only in line with our
mission but is also interesting to them,” said Allen Smith,
chief programs officer for the Clubs in Cleveland. “Many
of the videos feature staff members from around our
region, so kids are able to see and hear from some of the
mentors they know and trust.”

The daily digital menu will include a welcome message,
daily fitness challenge, arts and science activities and
knowledge-boosting programs.

The Boys & Girls Club has launched Cyber Club,
offering a digital way for kids to stay connected from
their homes with fitness workouts and all kinds of
learning opportunities.                        Photo by Liam Kyle

Cleveland
Aggravated Robbery

On Friday, April 17, at about 7:35 a.m., officers were
dispatched to the 5200 block of Fleet Ave. for a report of
a man who was assaulted. The victim told police that while
he was in the area of E. 49th and Fleet Ave. walking
eastbound, he was approached by three males who ap-
peared to be in their late teens, all dressed in black. They
demanded his belongings and one of them had a black
handgun at his side and tried to get things from the
victim’s pocket but was unsuccessful. Victim was able to
defend himself and the suspects took off.

Call Crime Stoppers
with anonymous tips

Crime Stoppers provides an anonymous telephone
number, Text Tips and Web Tips to encourage citizens
to volunteer vital information helpful to law enforce-
ment agencies. By offering anonymity and cash re-
wards for information leading to indictment or arrests,
the program encourages otherwise reluctant callers to
provide information.

The 24/7 hotline number, 216-252-7463, allows the
caller to remain anonymous. The phone does not have
a caller ID function and calls are not recorded.
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REAL ESTATE

WANTED

REAL ESTATE

WANTED

WANT TO BUY

WANT TO BUYWANT TO BUY

RENT APARTMENT

2 bedroom up. E. 57/Fleet. New flooring and
paint. Off street parking. No pets or Section 8.
$550 + security. (216) 383-1441.

RENT ROOMS

E. 71st/Lansing. $100/week. All utilities in-
cluded. WiFi, laundry on site. No drugs. (440)
381-6336.
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Mother's Day is Sunday, May 10th, and it doesn't
look like you'll be taking Mom out to eat for her

special day. So make it memorable by cooking up a

Here's some delicious recipes to get you started - all taken from "The
Neighborhood News 80th Anniversary Cookbook."

Blueberry-Lemon
Tea Bread

½ cup butter or margarine, softened

1 1/3 cups sugar

2 cups all-purpose flour

2 tsp. baking powder

½ tsp. salt

2 large eggs

½ cup milk

1½ cups blueberries, fresh or frozen

¼ cup fresh lemon juice

In a large bowl with mixer at low speed, beat margarine
and 1 cup of the sugar, just until blended. Increase speed
to medium, beat until light and fluffy, about 5 minutes.
Meanwhile, in a medium bowl, combine flour, baking
powder and salt. Reduce speed to low and add eggs, one
at a time, beating after each addition until well blended,

scraping sides of bowl occasionally. Alternately add flour
mixture and milk, mixing just until blended. Gently stir
in blueberries. Spoon batter into 9x5-inch loaf pan that
has been greased and floured. Bake at 350-degrees for 65
minutes, or until toothpick inserted in center comes out
clean. Cool loaf in pan on wire rack for 10 minutes, then
remove from pan. With skewer, prick top and sides of
warm loaf in many places. In small bowl, mix lemon juice
and remaining 1/3 cup sugar. With pastry brush, brush
top and sides of warm loaf with lemon glaze. Cool on wire
rack.

Charlotte Twaro, Garfield Heights

Fruit Salad
½ cup lime juice

½ cup water

½ cup sugar

2 cut up nectarines

1 cut up banana

1 pt. cut up strawberries

1½ cups cut up watermelon

1 cup seedless grapes

1 cut up kiwi fruit

Combine lime juice, water and sugar. Pour over nectar-
ines, banana, strawberries, watermelon, grapes and kiwi
fruit, and stir gently

Dorothy Igo

South Euclid

(See Next Page for More Recipes)

Apple Ham Pancakes
1 cup all-purpose flour

1 T. baking powder

½ tsp. baking soda

1 T. brown sugar

1 egg

1 cup buttermilk

¾ cup applesauce

1 apple cut into small slices

2 T. melted butter or margarine

¾ cup diced ham

In a bowl combine flour, baking powder, baking soda
and brown sugar. In a small bowl, beat egg and combine
with buttermilk, applesauce, sliced apple, butter. Add to
flour mixture and fold in ham. Pour batter onto hot
griddle using ¼ cup per pancake. Turn over when
bubbles form on top. Cook until both sides are brown.
Makes about 15 pancakes.

Mary A. Gwinn

Sagamore Hills
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More Mother's Day Brunch Recipes

Fruit-Cheese
Breakfast Bars

1¼ cups quick Quaker Oats

1 cup flour

1 cup granulated sugar

1 cup flaked coconut

1 cup chopped nuts

¾ cup margarine or butter, softened

½ cup brown sugar

1 cup raspberry jam or Solo filling

1/3 cup granulated sugar

1 egg

8-oz. pkg. cream cheese, softened

Heat oven to 350-degrees. Mix oats, flour, 1 cup sugar,
coconut, nuts, margarine and brown sugar until crumbly.
Reserve 1½ cups. Put remaining crumb mixture into
ungreased 13x9x2” inch baking pan. Bake 15 minutes.
Cool 5 minutes. Spread with jam. Mix 1/3 cup sugar, egg
and cream cheese and pour over jam. Sprinkle with
reserved crumb mixture. Bake until top is golden brown,
20-25 minutes. Cool and cut into bars.

Jean Kaminsky

Garfield Heights

Cinderella's Magic Quiche
2 cups shredded Swiss cheese

2 T. flour

1½ cups half and half

4 eggs, slightly beaten

¾ cup cooked shrimp or ham, chopped

½ tsp. salt

Dash of pepper

9-inch pastry pie shell

Toss cheese with flour. Add half and half, eggs, shrimp
or ham and seasonings; mix well. Pour into pastry shell.
Bake at 350-degrees for 55-60 minutes or until set (knife
inserted in center should come out clean). Makes 6
servings.

The Travelers Girls Club

Monkey Bread
4 cans refrigerator biscuits (buttermilk or country)

½ cup cinnamon and sugar mix

1 cup brown sugar

1 stick butter or margarine

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Cut each raw biscuit into four parts. Roll each piece in
cinnamon and sugar mix. Place in buttered bundt pan.
In saucepan, heat butter and brown sugar until melted.
Pour over biscuit pieces. Bake at 350-degrees for 50-60
minutes. Bread will pull apart at each piece.

Josephine Altman

Author of “In My Mother's Kitchen”

Apple Cinnamon Muffins
2 cups finely crushed Keebler Cinnamon Crisps (about

12 crackers)

1 1/2 cups flour

1/4 cup sugar

1 tsp. baking powder

1/2 tsp. baking soda

1 egg

8-oz. carton plain yogurt

1/4 cup vegetable oil

1 cup pared, chopped apple

Grease 12 muffin cups. Stir together dry ingredients.
Combine egg, yogurt and oil. Add liquid all at once to
cinnamon crisp mixture, stirring only until moistened.
Fold in apples. Fill muffin cups 2/3 full. Bake in pre-
heated 400-degree oven for 20-25 minutes, or until
golden brown.

Cheryl Shavel

Garfield Heights


