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CURBSIDE SERVICE!!

The Easter Bunny hopped over to the turnaround outside the Independence Civic
Center last Saturday afternoon, where he handed out goodie bags to residents driving
through who had registered their kids in advance. Due to the coronavirus pandemic,
the annual bunny breakfast and Kiwanis egg hunt had to be canceled, but that didn't
stop the Community Services Department from bagging up some treats for the kids
for an Easter they will always remember.        Photo courtesy of the city of Independence

CityView Giant Eagle open for
pickup-delivery only starting Sunday

The Giant Eagle supermarket at CityView Center in Garfield Heights will be the second
store in northeast Ohio to be converted into a curbside pickup-delivery only store, as
confirmed by Julie Brown, senior public relations and social media specialist for Giant
Eagle.

Giant Eagle at CityView will end its in-store customer business this Friday at  9 p.m.,
according to the sign posted in its window. Marc Bona of cleveland.com.reports it will
be converted Saturday into a clearinghouse to let employees do the shopping and
loading, and will be open on Sunday for pickup and delivery of groceries.

Online orders can be placed at gianteagle.com/grocery starting Friday, The Plain
Dealer reports Brown said a formal press release on the changes will be available to
media later this week. We’ll keep you posted!

Suspects sought in string of dollar store
robberies; latest at Broadway & Miles

The Dollar General at 9111
Miles Ave., Cleveland, was
robbed at gunpoint on Sun-
day, April 5, shortly before
2 p.m., with suspects pic-
tured here, all described as
being between 18-20 years-
old.

The store employee told
police that three unknown
black males entered the
Dollar General and one of
them pulled out a black semi-
automatic weapon with an
extended clip and demanded money.

The trio walked out of the store with $250 and several packs of cigars and fled in an
unknown direction.

Fourth District detectives are seeking the public’s help in  identifying these males as
they are accused of multiple aggravated dollar store robberies on the city’s southeast
side. Anyone with information is asked to call investigators at 216-623-5418.

G.H. Council holds "virtual" meeting;
special meeting set for this Thursday

Garfield Heights Council met again Monday night via a telephone conference call,
and Mayor Vic Collova called another special meeting tentatively for this Thursday at
6 p.m.

He said the special meeting will address city employee furloughs that will need to be
put into place by this Monday, April 20, in order to avert a financial crisis the city could
face in light of the coronavirus pandemic and loss of revenue.

The public can attend the virtual meeting Thursday by dialing the telephone number
and access code to be published on the city's website.

The following ordinances and resolutions were passed at Monday night’s council
meeting:

•To allow the presiding judge of the Garfield Heights Municipal Court to accept the
2020 Remote Technology Grant of $25,877.87 made available by the Supreme Court
of Ohio. In light of the COVID-19 pandemic, the Supreme Court of Ohio has made
this one-time funding opportunity available to local courts to purchase the equipment
necessary to quickly facilitate remote access.

•To enter into a purchasing agreement with the Ohio Department of Transportation
to purchase rock salt for the 2020-21 season.

•To enter into an agreement with Teletronics, Inc. to upgrade the city’s servers as well
as providing technical support for a 36-month period at a cost not to exceed $35,000.

•To enter into an agreement with Teletronics, Inc. to upgrade the city’s e-mail
exchange operating system with a software upgrade at a cost not to exceed $16,000;

•To apply for grant funding through the Federal Coronavirus Emergency Supple-
mental Funding program to combat the COVID-19 pandemic;

•To encourage the U.S. Congress and Ohio Legislature to enact legislation that will
prohibit bond rating companies from downgrading their ratings of municipalities due
to conditions caused by COVID-19;

•To apply and coordinate with the Department of Homeland Security/Federal
Emergency Management Agency, the Ohio Department of Public Safety and the
Cuyahoga County Office of Emergency Management for reimbursement of eligible
expenses in regard to the coronavirus pandemic.

No need to venture out - get N.N. online
Neighborhood News readers can heed Gov. Mike DeWine’s stay-at-home orders and

get their favorite newspaper on the web at: theneighborhoodnews.com. The entire
newspaper is available on the N.N. website every Wednesday morning and can be read
in Adobe Acrobat. Just click on the front page to download the remaining pages.
Archives and other features will be added as the website evolves.
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GHHS senior receives major

scholarship from Heidelberg
Natalie Joritz, a senior at

Garfield Heights High
School, is the recipient of a
major scholarship to attend
Heidelberg University in
Tiffin, Ohio.

Joritz, the daughter of
Wendy Nixdorf and Keith
Joritz of Garfield Heights,
has received the Trustee
Award for four years. The
award was announced fol-
lowing Heidelberg's annual
scholarship competition
earlier this academic year.

Students who rank near
the top of their high school
class are invited to partici-
pate in the university's an-
nual scholarship competi-
tion. The program recog-

Natalie Joritz

nizes students based on high
school grade-point average
and ACT or SAT test scores.

In addition to weighing a
student's academic creden-
tials, the competition also
looks at leadership skills and
community service through
a personal interview, a port-
folio and an essay.

Founded in 1850, Heidel-
berg offers 34 majors and
has been consistently ranked
by U.S. News & World Re-
port as a top college in the
Midwest.

Sewer calls

Garfield Heights resi-
dents who are experienc-
ing sewer-related issues
are asked to call the
Cuyahoga County Depart-
ment of Public Works
from 8 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
at 216-443-8201.

Catch basin problems
will still be handled by
the Garfield Heights Ser-
vice Department. Leave
your house address, name
and phone number.
There is no charge to resi-
dents for this service.

CVNP further modifies its operations
Cuyahoga Valley National Park (CVNP) has announced additional operational

modifications in order to enforce social distancing guidelines. The public is asked to
follow the guidelines listed below:

•Travel loop trails in a clockwise direction only. Trail users should alert others when
passing (on the left). One-way travel reduces the number of encounters with other
visitors. Follow posted signs to ensure the proper direction of travel.

•Use portable toilets only in case of emergency. Park public restrooms are closed, and
visitors are advised that, though portable toilets are provided and cleaned regularly,
they are not as sanitary as your bathroom at home.

•Check for the latest closure information before visiting by calling 440-546-5960. A
recorded message will give the most up-to-date information. CVNP will temporarily
close parking areas, trails, boardwalks and viewing locations as necessary to remain
within guidance for safe social distancing.

•Be flexible and do your part to reduce crowding. Opt for less-crowded park locations
and less-crowded days of the week to visit. Weekends are always more crowded than
weekdays. If you encounter a crowded location, do not get out of your vehicle. Please
choose another location to visit.

“We are doing everything possible to limit the spread of the novel coronavirus while still
making Cuyahoga Valley National Park available to the public,” said Superintendent Craig
Kenkel. “Outdoor spaces are more valuable now than ever, but we need everyone’s
assistance to keep people safe and keep the park open for outdoor recreation.”
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Local food pantry
distribution centers

The following food pantry distributions are taking
place in The Neighborhood News readership area. Reg-
istration may be necessary. Anyone with additions to the
list are asked to email to: nnews1923@aol.com to be
included in future issues.

Garfield Heights

Garfield Heights Civic Center, 5407 Turney Rd. –
Third Wednesday of the month from 1-2 p.m., and third
Thursday from 6-7 p.m. Garfield Heights residents only.

The Rock Church, 9403 Garfield Blvd. - Saturday, May
2, 10 a.m. to noon, drive through only. People with carts
need to queue in line with the cars. All zip codes welcome.

Southeast Cleveland

University Settlement, 4800 Broadway Ave., back of
building – Tuesday-Friday from 11:30 to 2 p.m. If you or
someone you know has needs, please call 216-641-8948
or email to: usiemergency@universitysettlement.net

Holy Name Church, 8328 Broadway Ave. - Saturdays,
9:30 a.m. to 12 noon. 216-271-4242

Elizabeth Baptist Church, 6114 Francis Ave. - second
and fourth Saturdays of the month, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 216-
429-2922

Greater Cleveland Food Bank - Call for times
and pickups: 216-738-2067

Local free meals available
Stella Walsh Rec, 7345 Broadway Ave. - Monday-Friday,

4 to 5 p.m. All ages welcome. 216-664-4658

The following sites in Cleveland are distributing free
meals for youth ages 18 and under. Call for more details.

A.B. Hart, 3900 E. 75 St. - Lunch and breakfast. 216-
838-4400

Boys & Girls Club, 6114 Broadway Ave. - Monday-
Friday, 12 noon to 1 p.m. 216-883-4663

Cleveland College Prep, 4906 Fleet Ave. - Tuesday and
Thursday, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 216-341-1347

Garfield Hts. Board of Education
appoints Millette Tucker to fill vacancy

At its regular March meeting, the Garfield Heights
City Schools Board of Education formally appointed
Millette Tucker to fill a vacancy created by the death late
last month of Robert Dobies. Tucker, who has lived in
the Garfield Heights community since 2012, has spent
more than 30 years in education and children and
family services, according to the board's website.

“The Garfield Heights City Schools provides outstand-
ing offerings, and I look forward to being involved in the
continued improvement of our education,” said Tucker. Millette Tucker

Her son, Demetrius, is a 2016 graduate of Garfield Heights High School as is her
daughter, Olivia, who graduated in 2019. Mrs. Tucker spent 12 years working for the
Centers for Families and Children in Northeast Ohio, helping to manage childcare,
re-entry and fathers' initiatives.

From there, Tucker worked for the Beaufort County School District in South Carolina,
specializing in behavioral management, social work and taught in the alternative
school. She also spent time as an adjunct professor at the University of South Carolina
Beaufort.

Upon her return to Cleveland, she served as the founding assistant principal at
Stepstone Academy Charter School, working directly
with the superintendent. She currently works at Cuyahoga
Community College, as program manager of their Up-
ward Bound program.

Within the Garfield Heights City Schools, Tucker served
as Athletic Booster Club president and vice president
over the years.

Armed robbery
An armed robber who

jumped through the drive
through window at
McDonald’s on Turney Rd.
in Garfield Heights last
Wednesday, about 6:30 p.m.,
got away with $300 in cash.

Two employees at the res-
taurant told police a thin
black male wearing a hooded
jacket and face mask jumped
through the window and
said, “Open it up!”

He then took cash from
the drawer and jumped back
out the window he came
through.

A witness who saw what was
going on drove across the
street and called police. The
suspect was last seen fleeing
on foot towards the Sunoco.
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Coloring Activity - Don’t Let Age Stop You From Having Fun!
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REAL ESTATE

WANTED

REAL ESTATE

WANTED

WANT TO BUY

WANT TO BUYWANT TO BUY

RENT HOUSE

W. 93rd area. 3 bedrooms, up. Furnished.
Appliances. $650 month plus deposit. (216)
785-6820.

Shaker Heights/Chelton. First floor. 2.5 bed-
rooms. No pets. No smoking. No Section 8.
$950/month. New carpet. (216) 799-1633.

RENT APARTMENT

2 bedroom up. E. 57/Fleet. New flooring and
paint. Off street parking. No pets or Section 8.
$550 + security. (216) 383-1441.

RENT ROOMS

E. 71st/Lansing. $100/week. All utilities in-
cluded. WiFi, laundry on site. No drugs. (440)
381-6336.

Room for rent. Slavic Village. $125/week and
$145/week. Utilities, cable and WiFi included.
(216) 262-5438.

FOR SALE

Riding lawnmowers. All need work. No rea-
sonable offer refused. (330) 562-6940.

HAVE AN ITEM TO SELL? Place an ad in The
Neighborhood News! Cost is $10 for 15 words
or less plus 10¢ for each additional word.
Call (216) 441-2141 before Monday at 5pm.

Social Security benefits
are being paid on time;
other updates related to
COVID-19 pandemic

Andrew Saul, commissioner of Social Security, reminds
the public that Social Security and Supplemental Security
Income (SSI) benefit payments will continue to be paid on
time during the COVID-19 pandemic.

The agency also reminds everyone to be aware of
scammers who try to take advantage of the pandemic to
trick people into providing personal information or
payment via retail gift cards, wire transfers, internet
currency or by mailing cash to maintain Social Security
benefit payments or receive economic impact payments
from the Department of the Treasury.

“Social Security will pay monthly benefits on time and
these payments will not be affected by the COVID-19
pandemic,” Commissioner Saul said. “I want our benefi-
ciaries to be aware that scammers may try to trick you into
thinking the pandemic is stopping or somehow changing
your Social Security payments, but that is not true. Don’t
be fooled.”

The Department of the Treasury will soon provide
information about economic impact payments under the
recently enacted law, the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and
Economic Security Act, or CARES Act. Treasury, not
Social Security, will be making direct payments to eligible
people. Please do not call Social Security about these
payments as the agency does not have information to
share.

The agency continues to direct the public to its online
self-service options whenever possible. Local offices are
closed to the public but are available by phone. People
can find their local field office phone number by access-
ing the Field Office Locator.

To allow available agents to provide better phone
coverage, the agency has temporarily changed the Na-
tional 800 Number hours to 8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. local
time.  The agency is experiencing longer than normal
wait times on the 800 Number and asks the public to
remain patient, use its online services at
www.socialsecurity.gov, or call their local office.

Call Crime Stoppers
with anonymous tips

Crime Stoppers encour-
ages members of the com-
munity to assist local law
enforcement agencies in the
fight against crime.

Crime Stoppers provides
an anonymous telephone
number, Text Tips and Web
Tips to encourage citizens
to volunteer vital informa-
tion helpful to law enforce-
ment agencies. By offering
anonymity and cash rewards
for information leading to
indictment or arrests, the
program encourages other-
wise reluctant callers to pro-
vide information.

The 24/7 hotline number,
216-252-7463, allows the
caller to remain anonymous.
The phone does not have a
caller ID function and calls
are not recorded.

Those with information
can also text TIP657 plus

your message to 274637, or
can submit information
online at www.25crime.com.

Correction

In a story in last week's The
Neighborhood News head-
lined "Partnership may
breathe new life into
CityView shopping center,"
the reporter erred by stating
that Garfield Heights
emerged from state receiv-
ership in 2013. The city
emerged from state fiscal
emergency in 2013.
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Cleveland
Petty Theft/Shoplifting

•On Friday, March 13, at about 4:50 p.m., police were
called to Rose's at 6601 Harvard Ave., for a shoplifting
report. Reporting person said that at 11 a.m. that day she
saw two males enter the store and leave without paying for
a suitcase and several articles of clothing they had stuffed
inside it and a speaker. She stated she reviewed store
cameras and then called police.

•On Sunday, March 22, police responded to Dollar
General at 6815 Broadway Ave., about 5 p.m., for a
shoplifting report. The manager said that a black male
wearing a dark coat and surgical mask entered the store
and began placing items in a duffel bag, then left the store
without paying for the items.

Grand Theft Motor Vehicle

On Saturday, April 4, at 5:12 p.m., police received a
report of a stolen car from a driveway in the 6900 block
of Claasen Ave. Victim states she parked her car in her
driveway the night before at 10:30 p.m., and when she
went outside the next day about 2:30 p.m., she found glass
in her driveway and the car missing. 4th District detec-
tives to follow up.

Improperly Discharging Firearm into
Habitation/Criminal Damaging

On Sunday, April 5, police responded to a report of
shots fired at a home in the 7800 block of Spafford Ave.,
at 1:26 a.m. Occupant of the first floor apartment told
police she was sleeping and was awakened by the sound
of multiple gunshots, crawled from the bedroom to the
kitchen but did not get any suspect or vehicle informa-
tion. Police found four doors, three windows and six walls
of the home damaged due to the shooting. Occupants of
the second floor apartment could not provide any suspect
information at the time of the report. Further investiga-
tion revealed 21 9MM casings in the street in front of the
home, and several bullet fragments on the sidewalk and
grass. EMS refused by all parties. 4th District detectives to
follow up.

Burglary/Theft

On April  1, police responded to a home in the 8400
block of Rosewood Ave. for a house entered. Landlord
said she arrived at her 2-family rental house to find the
upstairs apartment had been entered by breaking out a
window. Dead bolt lock was taken during the incident.
Landlord stated she thinks occupants of the downstairs
apartment also had property taken. Police will follow up.

Garfield Heights
Theft from Auto

Sometime between March 22 and March 23, a woman
reported that someone entered her vehicle parked in the
driveway of a home in the 4600 block of E. 104 St. and
stole her wallet containing $200, along with Apple airbuds
and a iphone7 and white charger she uses for work. Victim
advised to get serial number for her work cell phone.

Theft of Construction Equipment

Landscape supplier Kurtz Bros., 13532 Broadway Ave.,
reported to police that sometime between 3 p.m. on April
2, and noon on April 6, someone had entered the yard
and stolen the company’s New Holland skid steer, valued
at $18,000, and damaged the fence as they exited.
Surveillance footage showed two men wearing surgical
masks walked up from behind the property, with one of
them gaining access to the vehicle while the other ap-
peared to act as look out while the machine was being
stolen. Skid steer entered into L.E.A.D.S. by dispatch.

Criminal Damaging

On April 1, at 8 p.m., police responded to a home in the
6700 block of Ottawa Rd. for a criminal damaging report.
A woman living in the home said about 10 minutes earlier
she had heard a loud noise and saw that her living room
window was damaged. She was advised to contact her
landlord to get her window fixed. Investigation contin-
ues.

Send us your
free food listings

If your nonprofit, local government agency, church
group or any organization is handing out free groceries
of any kind during this pandemic crisis, please notify
The Neighborhood News. The NN is compiling a list
of all resources available to our readers to help them
through this difficult time.
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Maple Heights Council OKs purchase of new ambulance
By Judith Goldsworth

Maple Heights Council passed a resolution to buy a new ambulance for
the city, to be delivered next year, and also considered other legislation
during its teleconference meeting on Wednesday, April 1.

The teleconferencing format, made necessary by the COVID-19
directives, allows council to continue conducting the business of the
city, and is open to the public, accessible by dialing a published number
and enabling callers to listen to the proceedings.

The legislation passed at the April 1 meeting authorizes Mayor Annette
Blackwell and/or Fire Chief Vito Kavaliunas to enter into a purchase
agreement through the Ohio Department of Administrative Services
Cooperative Purchasing Program with Pfund Superior Sales Co., Inc.,
of Lower Burrell, PA, for a 2021 Life Line Freightliner M2 Medium Duty
Crawl Thru Ambulance, at a cost of $253,963.

Fire Captain Daniel Sypen explained that the city’s current ambu-
lances, referred to as rescue squads by the fire department, dated to
2016, 2010 and 2007. “There has been occasions when two of our EMS
vehicles have been out of service at the same time,” Sypen said. “When
this happens, we are put into the position of having to borrow a vehicle
from a neighboring fire department... when we are in possession of a
vehicle that does not belong to us, we are then liable for anything that
happens to it,” he said.

He stated that the intent was to put the new rescue squad into service
for primary response out of Fire Station No. 2 on Dunham Road, adding
that one of the positive aspects of having the rescue squad designed
specifically for the department “is the ability to repurpose part of the
vehicle when it reaches the end of its life.”

The delivery date in the contract is no earlier than March 2021.

Council also passed a resolution for Blackwell to enter into a contract
with M.J. Lanese Landscaping Inc., for a Bio-Swale Installation Project
at the Lee-Libby Pocket Park, at a cost of $53,675. This project, like
other installations at the park, qualifies as a storm water management
project eligible for Community Cost Share Program funds from the
Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer District, according to the legislation.

Also passed at the April 1 meeting was a resolution authorizing
Blackwell and Service Director Tony Ciresi to enter a purchasing

participation agreement with the Ohio Department of Transportation
to buy rock salt for the 2020-2021 winter season, in time for the April
24, 2020 participation deadline.

After some discussion on the potential impact of the costs on residents,
an ordinance requiring a deposit in the amount of $150 to use the
pavilions at Stafford Park remained on second reading after a motion
to pass it on emergency failed.

Council members expressed concerns that residents experiencing
economic issues in the wake of the coronavirus pandemic would be
negatively impacted by the $125 fee (after receiving a $25 refund for
leaving the facility clean and undamaged).

Blackwell stated that she understood council’s concerns. However, she was
also looking at the fact that the increased fee was needed to fund the city’s
own costs of cleaning and maintaining the pavilions and park property.

Also, the majority of pavilion rentals were not by individual residents,
but by groups, such as families and organizations, which meant the cost
would be shared, Human Service Director Linda Vopat explained.

Placed on first reading was a resolution authorizing City Engineer Ed
Hren to begin preparation of plans and specifications and to go out for
bids for an Americans With Disabilities Act improvement project at
Maple Heights City Hall.

The city has received $150,000 in Cuyahoga County Department of
Development block grant funds, and $50,000 in county supplemental
grant funds towards the City Hall improvement project to make it
accessible to persons with disabilities.

Also placed on first reading was a resolution for Blackwell to enter into
a cooperation agreement with the Village of Walton Hills, for rehabili-
tation of Dunham Road, including sewer repairs and resurfacing from
Turney Road to Tinkers Creek Road in both municipalities.

The Ohio Public Works Commission, Cuyahoga County Department
of Public Works and Cuyahoga County have all committed to contrib-
uting funding towards the project, the resolution stated.

And a resolution for Blackwell to enter into a Memorandum of
Understanding with the Tinkers Creek Watershed Partners, to provide
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency stormwater services for the 2020
calendar year, was also placed on first reading.


