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Councilman's Corner

By Cleveland Ward 12 Councilman Tony Brancatelli

Good news on the
Slavic Village homefront

Staffers from area nonprofits and volunteers are shown
at University Settlement's Mead House in the North
Broadway area as they organize to go out into the
community with thousands of bags of supplies to help
get area residents through these difficult times.

Our local Cleveland Metropolitan School District has
opened A.B. Hart at 3900 E. 75 St. from 11:30 a.m. to 1
p.m. weekdays to distribute lunch and breakfast to all
students under 18 whether they are CMSD students or
from another school, including those students in
Newburgh Heights. These meals will be available now
through April 13, and students can catch a shuttle ride

These are very trying times for us in
our community but it is very heartening
to see so many people stepping up to
help our residents.

Ohio Gov. Mike DeWine has made
many important decisions that are criti-
cal to the health of our community.
These include sheltering in place/so-
cial distancing, shutting down bars
and restaurants except for carry-out, and closing places of
gathering (movie theaters, malls, playgrounds, etc.). So-
cial distancing is vital to controlling the spread of this
highly contagious virus. The sooner we practice shelter-
ing and distancing the sooner this will be over. Please do
your part in these efforts. Wash your hands frequently and
don’t touch your face.

I had the opportunity the weekend before last to go
door-to-door helping distribute thousands of bags with
cleaning supplies, children’s books and information on
where to get help as well as educational material on the
COVID-19 virus. The campaign was organized by Univer-
sity Settlement, Slavic Village Development and Metro
Hospital. For more information on resources from Uni-
versity Settlement, call 216-645-0129 or visit their website:
www.universitysettlement.net

(Continued on Page 4)

The Neighborhood News
continues to publish

Delivery of The Neighborhood News has been im-
pacted by the ordered closing of area businesses such as
restaurants, banks, city halls, libraries, etc., in light of
the pandemic caused by the coronavirus.

The Neighborhood News can be picked up this week
at the regularly scheduled stops which remain open,
such as grocery stores, gas stations, hardware stores,
drug stores and convenience stores. Stops will be added
and announced in next week's paper.

The newspaper is also available in the box in front of
the NN office at 8613 Garfield Blvd., Garfield Heights,
and online at theneighborhoodnews.com. Click on the
front page to download the remaining pages.

Your Neighborhood News continues to publish
through these trying times and urges readers to access
the NN online if at all possible for everyone's safety
until this crisis is over.

Garfield Hts. Council
meeting rescheduled

The city of Garfield Heights has announced that due to
technical difficulties during the telephone conference for
the regular meeting of city council set for Monday, March
23, it has been rescheduled for this Thursday, March 26,
at 7 p.m.

All those wishing to attend the meeting can do so by
telephone. The telephone number to call is 978-990-
5000, access code: 530352 and then “#.”

The council caucus meeting will begin at 6:30 p.m.,
followed by Board of Control at 6:45 p.m., and the regular
council meeting at 7 p.m. The city is asking anyone who
wishes to listen to the meeting to join the telephone
conference by 6:55 p.m. to avoid interruptions.

The city is also requesting those who call in to put their
telephone on “mute” when listening to the meeting. Any
questions can be submitted in advance to your council
person by email. All council members’ email addresses
are available on the city’s website.

CPD police reports can
be filed via phone, online

"In an effort to keep our police officers safe and mini-
mize exposure to the public, the Cleveland Division of
Police has taken measures to ensure that members of the
public can file police reports remotely," Sgt. Jennifer
Ciaccia of the Cleveland Division of Police, Public Af-
fairs, announced yesterday.

Officers will be available by phone from 7 a.m. until
10:30 p.m. daily until further notice. Members of the
public are reminded to adhere to CDC guidelines on
social distancing if they choose to visit a police district
building in person.

•File reports online at https://secure.coplogic.com/dors/
startreport/176231500

•Report minor offenses via phone at 216-621-1234.

Minor offenses include property damage, petty theft,
lost property, theft from vehicle, theft of credit card,
stolen vehicle (when suspect is not on scene and no one
was injured or threatened), telephone harassment. In any
cases where a crime of violence was committed or there is
a current threat, citizens should call 9-1-1.

Bedford officials address changes caused by COVID-19
By Judith Goldsworth

Voicing their concerns in the wake of the COVID-19
crisis that has mandated the shutdown of many businesses
and services and has forced citizens to stay in their homes
throughout the country, Bedford officials addressed the
many effects of the global pandemic at a unique audience-
free meeting last week.

“It’s kind of eerie not having people in the audience
here,” Mayor Stan Koci said at the start of the meeting,
which was available for residents to watch online. “But we
all know what’s going on, and it’s for the betterment of the
community that we keep people away from each other at
this time.”

In lieu of the Hearing From Citizens portion of the
agenda, City Manager Mike Mallis and other officials also
took the unusual step of answering, in real time, questions
that were e-mailed to the city at bedfordoh.gov. Koci
brought up the possibility of continuing this practice in
the future, even after the crisis has passed, to benefit all
residents who might not be able to attend in person but
wanted to communicate directly with city officials at
meetings.

Mallis continued, “There are going to be a lot of changes
taking place that are going to be an inconvenience... and
additional changes from the state of Ohio. Regardless of
what they are, I can state here that the safety and wellness
and the general well-being of our residents, our busi-
nesses and our staff remain our number one priority. We
will continue to deliver our essential services. That will
not change. Police, fire, public utilities, services, those
services are going to continue.”

Mallis said that the city’s website would feature constant
updates on Bedford’s response to the coronavirus situa-
tion. This would include the following information:
distribution of school lunches for the Bedford School
District’s students, programs that the state and federal

government are offering for affected businesses, unem-
ployment information for workers who may have lost their
jobs due to workplace shutdowns and information for the
city’s senior citizens, including signing up for wellness
checks.

On the afternoon of Tuesday, March 17, the day after
this meeting, Mallis did announce that Bedford City Hall
and all other city buildings would be closed to the public.

(Continued on Page 2)
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Bedford officials address
(Continued from Page 1)

Mallis stated, “I’m not going to pretend to have all the
answers, but if you contact me in my office I will be able
to provide you with as much up to date information as
possible on the situation. But as far as how we’re
delivering services, and should there be any other
changes in the immediate future, we’ll be open and
honest from the get-go.”

Legislation passed

In order to continue the city’s business in the midst of
the pandemic, council passed an ordinance granting
Mallis “extraordinary authority to expend funds of the
city for certain purchases of goods and services in order
to reduce the need for council meetings, and the duration

of such meetings, during the present crisis.”

The legislation also authorizes council to more readily
make decisions of an emergency nature if significant
numbers of council members cannot be present during
the current COVID-19 crisis.

The ordinance, which is only effective for 90 days from
the date of passage, enacts temporary voting rule changes
during the declared health emergency as follows: If six or
seven council members are present at a council meeting,
four votes will be needed to adopt an emergency ordi-
nance. If four or five members are present, three votes will
be needed; and if one to three members are present, there
will be no quorum and no voting will take place.

The legislation also authorizes Mallis to expend funds
without bidding up to $100,000 for the following actions:
acquisition of real estate, discharge of noncontractual
claims against the city, personal services, joint use of
facilities or exercise of powers with other political subdi-
visions, product or services of public utilities, or in the
case of an urgent emergency for the immediate protection
of public property or public safety.

Koci stated, “This is an authorization for council so we
can do business should members of council become ill or
quarantined and we can’t have a full quorum here.”

Council passed several other pieces of legislation on the
agenda, including purchase of a Kubota diesel concrete
saw for $29,211.83 from Colony Hardware Corporation
for use by the service department; a contract with AC
Lawncare and Landscaping of Streetsboro for treelawn
and lot maintenance on an as needed basis; an amend-
ment of a previous ordinance for additional appropria-
tions for current expenditures of the city; a contract with
Jay Auto Group to purchase a 2020 GMC Terrain for the
Bedford Municipal Court through the State Cooperative
Purchasing Contract for $24,976.50; an agreement with
the village of Moreland Hills for their use of the Bedford
City Jail; and an amendment of the city’s Administrative
Code to clarify previous legislation regarding military
leave for city employees called to active duty.

Also passed was a resolution to authorize Mallis to accept
the One Ohio Memorandum of Understanding regard-
ing the pursuit and use of potential opioid litigation
settlement funds “to permit collaboration between the
state of Ohio and local governments to explore and
potentially effectuating earlier resolution of the litigation
against Opioid Pharmaceutical Supply Chain Partici-
pants.”

Placed on first reading was an ordinance approving a
Community Reinvestment Area agreement between the
city and APEC Holdings, Inc., allowing for a 10-year real
property tax exemption of 75%. Council passed legisla-
tion at a meeting earlier this month for APEC, an
engineering firm based in Bedford, to buy the former
YMCA facility at 460 Northfield Rd. from the city, which
had acquired it in a Cuyahoga County Common Pleas
Court foreclosure case last year.

Announcements

Koci encouraged residents to fill out their 2020 U.S.
Census forms, as an accurate count of Bedford’s popula-
tion is essential to the city receiving federal funding.

Mallis said that the city had a new Code Red reverse 911
system, and even if residents were previously registered to
receive calls in the event of an emergency they would have
to register again to receive the service. Residents can re-
register at www.readynotify.us or on the city’s website, or
by calling 440-232-1600.

Councilwoman Sandy Spinks confirmed that the Meals
on Wheels program would continue to make deliveries to
seniors and other homebound residents.

Councilman Vic Fluharty said he was always willing to
give his assistance to residents, including helping them
obtain needed items, and said he could be contacted at
440-241-5769 or at councilmanfluharty@gmail.com.

To help residents obtain more information or assis-
tance, Councilwoman Paula Mizsak gave out the
coronavirus hotline number, 1-833-427-5634. She said
residents could also go to the city’s website.
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Motions to protect city staffers, residents in response
to coronavirus approved by Maple Heights Council

By Judith Goldsworth

Two motions to protect the health of city officials and
employees, as well as residents, during the current COVID-
19 pandemic were approved at a teleconference meeting
of Maple Heights City Council last week.

The motions were placed on the agenda by Law Director
Frank Consolo, who also explained in an extensive letter
to Council President Ron Jackson and council members
that the format of the meeting itself was implemented to
help avoid spreading the potentially deadly coronavirus.
He said that the teleconferenced meeting was allowable in
light of the circumstances as long as a quorum is present
and the public is able to access the meeting.

At the meeting, which was accessible to residents by
calling a published phone number provided by the city,
council passed a motion “to allow council to avail itself of
the full privileges of self-government available in the City
Charter and Ohio Constitution, and determine its own
rules for the conduct of council meetings.”

The second motion passed by council was to allow city
directors and department heads to temporarily change
the workweek days and hours of their city employees to
promote social distancing through alternating schedules.

Council also conducted regular business at the meeting,
including passing a resolution to protect the federal
Community Reinvestment Act (CRA), “by ensuring that
current efforts to modernize regulations do not under-
mine the intent of the law and its mission to protect low-
and moderate-income communities across the country.”

“The CRA was a landmark civil rights law passed in 1977
to discourage the practice of ‘redlining’ by financial
institutions, where access to home loans, business loans
and other banking services has either been denied out-
right or made less available to communities with racial
and ethnic minority populations,” the legislation, intro-

duced by Councilwoman Toni Jones, stated.

Maple Heights Council and Mayor Annette Blackwell
“believe that, in order for CRA to continue to fulfill its
intended mission, regulations should be modernized to
reflect changes in mortgage lending, technology and
markets. However, while CRA can be modernized, it must
not be weakened,” the resolution stated, adding that
Council Clerk Leonette Cicirella is instructed to submit a
copy of the legislation to the Office of the Comptroller of
the Currency in Washington, D.C.

Also passed by council last week was an ordinance
authorizing Blackwell and Police Chief Todd Hansen to
apply for a grant from the Community Oriented Policing
Services for the 2020 COPS hiring program for hiring
new police officers.

About $400 million is available for communities through-
out the nation for funding to hire and rehire entry level
law enforcement officers. The grant funds as many posi-
tions as possible for successful applicants, and provides
75% of the approved entry-level salaries and fringe
benefits of each newly hired and/or rehired full-time
officer, up to $125,000 per officer position, over the
three-year period.

A resolution to buy two 2020 Chevrolet Tahoe PPV 4WD
vehicles for the police department from Tim Lally Chevrolet
through the State Cooperative Purchasing Program, at a
cost of $35,824.80 each, was also approved by council.

The resolution also authorizes Tim Lally to upfit both
vehicles at a cost of $12,437.85 apiece, for a total overall
cost of $96,525.30 for both vehicles and equipment.

An ordinance requiring a $150 deposit from residents to
use the pavilions at Stafford Park, and refunding $25 of
that deposit upon cleanup, was placed on first reading for
further discussion by council.

Jones Road cancellations
Jones Road Family Development and Jones Road

Church are sorry to announce that the monthly com-
munity meal scheduled for March 28 is cancelled in
order to keep everyone safe.

The Sunday worship service at 11 a.m. and the 3 p.m.
FYYA (for youth and youthful adults) services are also
cancelled until further notice.

The Literacy Through The Arts After School Program
is also cancelled until further notice. We continue to
pray for the community, the state and our nation.
Follow us on Facebook at Jones Road Family Minis-
tries.
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Guidelines from the U.S. Centers for Disease Control & Prevention

Councilman’s Corner
(Continued from Page 1)

from Willow School, 5004 Glazier Ave., at 11:10 a.m., or
Mound School, 5935 Ackley Rd., at 11:19 a.m. to A.B.
Hart.

Meals on weekdays are also available at Miles Elementary
School, 11918 Miles Ave., with a shuttle ride from Miles
Park School, 4090 E. 93 St., at 11:09 a.m., and from
Warner Girls Leadership Academy, 8315 Jeffries Ave., at
11:18 a.m.

RTA will continue to honor student bus passes for meal
pickups.

Unfortunately, many small businesses will struggle
through this crisis, so I urge residents to support our local
merchants and restaurants who are offering carry-out and
delivery, maybe buy a gift card or two.

Gov. DeWine also made the appropriate call to shut
down voting last Tuesday and extend the deadline to
June 2. I urge residents who had planned to go to the

polls on Tuesday as I did, to call the County Board of
Elections at 216-443-8683 or visit www.443vote.com to
request a Vote-by-Mail ballot.

Most importantly, we should be looking out for our most
vulnerable - our seniors and those with disabilities. Check
on your neighbors, call your family and ask how you can
help someone in need. We should fill up our Little Free
Libraries and pass along games for kids to keep busy.

I suggest we cancel all our public events and gatherings
through the end of April while our government gets more
information and data on this virus. My City Hall office will
continue to be open with Molly Farris and Deb Heyink
helping field calls and provide support to our residents
and businesses. You can reach the Ward 12 office at 216-
664-4233 or e-mail ABrancatelli@clevelandcitycouncil
.org.

updates will be posted in cooperation with the Cuyahoga
County Board of Health. For more resources and FAQ,
please visit coronavirus.ohio.gov.

So in the meantime, catch up on those books you wanted
to read, get a start on spring cleaning (attic, garage,
basement) or go work in the yard and get a jump on your
garden. Cleveland will continue to do trash collection
and our next bulk week is April 6. Our trails and parks are
open. You can take a walk on Morgana Run Trail, hike
through Washington Park and maybe visit our new Nature
Preserve behind Mound School. Get some fresh air,
exercise and don’t forget to practice safe distancing and
wash your hands!!

For more information on the city’s actions regarding the
Covid-19 virus, please go to City.cleveland.oh.us or call
our Public Health Department at 216-664-2300. The
county COVID-19 blog serves as a knowledge center for
the residents of Cuyahoga County. Information and
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REAL ESTATE

WANTED

REAL ESTATE

WANTED

REAL ESTATE RENT APARTMENT

WANT TO BUY

REAL ESTATE

WANT TO BUY

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

SALE CONDO

RENT HOUSE

W. 93rd area. 3 bedrooms, up. Furnished.
Appliances. $650 month plus deposit. (216)
785-6820.

Shaker Heights/Chelton. First floor. 2.5 bed-
rooms. No pets. No smoking. No Section 8.
$950/month. New carpet. (216) 799-1633.

RENT APARTMENT

2 bedroom upstairs. E. 57/Fleet. New floor-
ing and paint. Off street parking. No pets
or Section 8. $550 + security. (216) 383-
1441.

E. 65th & Fleet. 4 rooms up. Refrigerator &
stove included. $390/month. Pay own
utilities. No pets. Private parking in rear.
(216) 334-9135.

2 bedrooms up. No pets. No Section 8.
Background check. Pay own utilities. Ref-
erences. One person, $475; 2 persons,
$500. (216) 641-7897.

RENT ROOMS

E. 71st/Lansing. $100/week. All utilities in-
cluded. WiFi, laundry on site. No drugs. (440)
381-6336.

Room for rent. Utilities and laundry included.
$300 + key deposit. Union Ave. (216) 581-
6082.

Room for rent. Slavic Village. $125/week and
$145/week. Utilities, cable and WiFi included.
(216) 262-5438.

RENT EFFICIENCY

One bedroom efficiency, down. No pets.
Stove and refrigerator included. Heat in-
cluded. $525 month plus deposit. Slavic
Village area. (440) 263-5146.

HELP WANTED

Automotive technician/mechanic with mini-
mum 5 years experience in general repairs
on all makes/models. Located in Brooklyn
Hts. M-F. Call (216) 214-8654.

Now hiring experienced Landscape Help.
Driver's license needed. Full or part-time.
$10-$15/hour. (216) 326-1551.

Garfield Heights wine distributor looking for
part-time warehouse/delivery. No weekends,
flexible hours, clean driving record, ability to
lift 40 lbs. Computer skills a plus. This is an
enjoyable environment for someone looking
for flexible, part-time hours. (440) 934-
6879.

WANT TO BUY

SALE CONDO RENT APARTMENT
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Cuyahoga Hts. Council notes
Cuyahoga Heights Council met on Wednesday, March

11, and passed a resolution authorizing a purchase order
for the annual 2020 Community Corn Roast, in an
amount not to exceed $30,000.

Other purchases approved included $6,028 for an
asbestos survey, $6,000 to the Senior Citizen Committee
Fund, $9,000 for iPad upgrades and accessories, and
$6,500 for a 60-inch angle broom from Murphy Tractor.

Also passed by council was a resolution to apply for an
Assistance to Firefighters Grant from FEMA to acquire a
power load cot and power load system for a fire depart-
ment ambulance.

Another resolution was okayed to apply for a grant award

from the Ohio Bureau of Workers Compensation pursu-
ant to its Safety Intervention Project for a power load cot
and power load system for a fire department ambulance.

A memorial resolution was also passed for Nancy J.
McAleer.

Little Caesar's robbed
Little Caesar's at 7310 Harvard Ave., in Slavic Village,

was robbed at gunpoint on Friday, March 13, at about
9:30 p.m.

The clerk told police two males entered the store while
she was at the cash register. One of them pointed a black
handgun at her and said, "You know what this is." She
handed him the cash drawer and he took the money

inside. Both suspects left Little Caesar's and headed
southbound on foot on E. 74 St.

Security footage showed the same suspects making a
purchase earlier that evening. 4th District detectives to
follow up.

Robbery on Fleet

A robbery in progress was reported at a gas station at 7025
Fleet Ave., Cleveland, on March 15, shortly before noon. An
unknown male snatched money from a woman customer's
hand and fled the area. Suspect vehicle was an older grey
Porsche Cayenne driven by a younger black male in his early
20s wearing a skull cap and Adidas jumpsuit.
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Cleveland City Council passes
bills to help low income residents

Cleveland City Council
held its regular weekly meet-
ing Monday evening and
passed Mayor Frank
Jackson's $670 million pro-
posal for the city’s General
Fund operating budget for
2020.

The approval included
some adjustments, includ-
ing:

•Increasing the budget for
a home repair program for
seniors from $75,000 to
$125,000 per ward during
2020;

•Increasing a small capi-
tal projects fund from
$75,000 to $100,000 per
ward during 2020;

•Allocating $200,000 for
a new fund to give kids free
music lessons at the city’s
recreation centers. It is a
companion piece to a free
musical instrument program
for kids that began last year;

•Funding for placement
of historic signs throughout
the city;

•Expanding a pilot pro-
gram to preserve red brick
streets in the city.

Council also approved leg-
islation authorizing the city
to pay $150,000 to United
Way of Greater Cleveland to
help implement a new city
program that ensures low-in-
come tenants at risk of losing
their housing can receive
free legal representation.

Also approved was legisla-
tion authorizing the city to
suspend payments for six
months on any city loans it
has made to private parties.
The move is in response to
economic hardships created
by the coronavirus public
health crisis. The legisla-

tion also extends any job
retention, creation or other
loan compliances for a pe-
riod of six months.

Obituary
ZABOROWSKI

Roy J. Zaborowski, Novem-
ber 22, 1940 – February 16,
2020. Beloved longtime
companion of Louise
Glinka; father of Joe (Mary)
and Mike (deceased); grand-
father of Kristen and Eric;
great-grandfather of
Connor; son of Joseph and

Clara (both deceased);
brother of Ron (Gerry) and
Bob (Joan) (all deceased);
dearest uncle and friend of

many. Arrangements
handled by Vito-Nero Fu-
neral Home. www.vitonero
.com

N.N. available online

Neighborhood News readers can now get their favorite
newspaper on the web at: theneighborhoodnews.com.
The entire newspaper is available on the N.N. website
every Wednesday morning and can be read in Adobe
Acrobat. Just click on the front page to download the
remaining pages.


