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Fire last Saturday above
former Mojo's Bar in G.H.

Extensive fire damage was reported in apartments above
the old Mojo’s Bar and Grill at 4666 Warner Rd., Garfield
Heights, last Saturday, about 8 p.m., as GHFD battled a
blaze there, along with mutual aid from the Maple
Heights, Valley View and Cuyahoga Heights fire depart-
ments.

GHPD officers were also on scene and were flagged
down by a man who said he was house sitting for the owner
of the building, Marlon Davis. He told police he was
inside the east apartment of the building that evening and
decided to fry up some fish and watch television.

He said at some point the pan caught fire and he threw
water on the pan, causing the fire to spread. He then ran
from the building. Police said he was the only occupant.

Police confirmed with Davis that the man had been
house sitting.

GHFD successfully extinguished the fire, and the state
fire marshal responded to the scene and will assist with
the investigation.

A kitchen fire in one of the apartments above Mojo’s
Bar and Grill at Warner Rd. and Garfield Blvd. in
Garfield Heights last Saturday caused extensive damage
to the structure. No injuries were reported.      Photo by
Michael Psenicka

Spring
Forward!
Daylight Saving Time be-

gins Sunday. Set your
clocks ahead one hour be-
fore bed Saturday night.

Newburgh
Heights

Council notes
The Village of Newburgh

Heights Council met on
Tuesday, Feb. 18, and
passed two ordinances.

The first modified the fee
for use of a police vehicle,
which is usually for construc-
tion jobs. The old fee was $75
for 8 hours; the new fee is a
minimum of $40 or $10 an
hour, whichever is greater.

The second ordinance
passed by council autho-
rized Mayor Trevor Elkins
to enter into a Letter of
Agreement with Partners
Environmental, Inc. for
groundwater monitoring
services for Bert Avenue
Landfill Post Closure Moni-
toring for 2021.

Mayor Elkins also ap-
proved the appointment of
Brandon Cagwin to full-
time patrol officer for the
NHPD, effective Feb. 23.

State auditor orders former
Bedford Water Dept. employees
to repay $80,000 in stolen funds

Auditor of State Keith Faber last Tuesday, Feb. 25, released a special audit and
criminal investigation of the city of Bedford which identified almost $80,000 in monies
collected by the city but not deposited into city bank accounts and issued a finding for
recovery against former city Water Department clerks Linda Yarish and Joan Law,
according to a news release issued by Faber's office.

“I commend the city of Bedford and my Special Investigations Unit on their work to
uncover this abuse,” Auditor Faber said. “Lying, cheating and stealing to obtain
taxpayer dollars is a significant breach of public trust, and I will hold to account any
public officials guilty of these crimes.”

On Sept. 20, 2016, a city utility customer presented a receipt of payment to Yarish
which had not been posted to the client’s account. Yarish notified City Manager Mike
Mallis of the incident. City video surveillance indicated Law had collected the payment.

Police Chief Kris Nietert and Mallis interviewed Law regarding the incident and she
admitted to stealing from the Water Department. As a result, the city terminated Law
and on September 29, 2016, the city contacted the auditor’s office to report the theft.

The city also suspected Yarish of theft, so they reviewed receipts collected on days
when Law was absent and found $574 in missing funds for May 20, 2016 – May 31, 2016,
a period when Law was on vacation. The city then terminated Yarish as well.

On Dec. 12, 2016, the auditor’s office initiated a special audit of the city of Bedford
Water Department’s utility collections. Auditors uncovered 714 receipts totaling
$76,869 in which monies collected were not deposited into the city bank account.

Yarish and Law were the only two city employees responsible for collecting, processing
and depositing Water Department receipts. As such, the auditor’s office, so the news
release notes, reviewed their leave records and identified the following:

•There were 50 days where Law was solely responsible for the day’s receipt collections
as Yarish was absent from work. On those days, auditors identified 182 receipts totaling
$19,359.

•There were 18 days in which Yarish was solely responsible for the day’s collections as Law
was absent from work. For those days, auditors identified 58 receipts totaling $7,183.

•There were 142 days where both Yarish and Law were jointly responsible for the day’s
collections. For those days, auditors identified 474 receipts totaling $50,327.

Auditor Faber issued a finding for recovery against Law for $19,359, against Yarish
for $7,183, and against them both, jointly and severally, for $50,327.

The city has subsequently implemented improved internal controls by adding user
identification tracking for all transactions and restricted administrative access. Auditor
Faber recommends the city continue to pursue improvements to their policies and
periodically evaluates their effectiveness.

Indictments secured against human trafficking suspect, alleged customer
Ohio Attorney General Dave Yost, Cuyahoga County

Prosecutor Michael O’Malley and U.S. Department of
Homeland Security Investigations Special Agent in Charge
Vance Callander last Wednesday announced in a news
release the arrests of a human trafficking suspect and an
alleged customer.

The Cuyahoga County Regional Human Trafficking
Task Force secured indictments on Feb. 25 for the human
trafficking-related crimes for Rev. Dr. Randolph Brown,
64, of Maple Heights, according to cleveland.com, and
Joyce Richmond, 21, a Cuyahoga County resident.

Brown was charged with two counts of compelling

prostitution (F3); and Richmond was charged with two
counts of trafficking in persons (F1) and three counts of
compelling prostitution (F3). Both entered not-guilty
pleas at a hearing, and the case was assigned to Judge
Cassandra Collier-Williams.

Brown is free on bond, and the state has filed for more
discovery before court proceedings continue.

The Inner City Missionary Baptist Church, 1643 E. 55 St.,
Cleveland, lists Brown as its pastor on the church's website.

“Indictments of coordinated operations like this don’t
happen accidently,” Yost said. “It’s the great work of our

task force and partners in law enforcement, as well as
Prosecutor O’Malley’s office, who will now ensure that
these traffickers stay behind bars.”

The indictments culminate an investigation into Rich-
mond and her exploitation of three underage teenage
girls who had run away from home, according to Ohio
Attorney General Yost's news release.

The Cuyahoga County Regional Human Trafficking
Task Force urges you or anyone you know that may have
been a victim or have information regarding Joyce Rich-
mond or Rev. Dr. Randolph Brown to please contact the
task force at 216-443-6085.
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Obituaries

Community Awareness meeting

Paul Ed-
w a r d
“ B i f f ”
Matusz-
ewski was
c a l l e d
home to
Heaven
on Feb.
26, 2020.

Paul Edward “Biff”

Matuszewski

He was born on June 9, 1945
in Cleveland, OH to the late
Anthony and Gertrude
(Kucharski) Matuszewski. He
was also preceded in death by
his brother Anthony. He
leaves behind one loving

daughter, Catherine Rose
“Kitty” Pecherkiewicz
(Matuszewski).

Biff was a lifelong resident
of the east side of Cleve-
land. He was an alumnus of
St. Casimir School, where
he served as an altar boy. He
proudly served his country
in the United States Army
during the Vietnam War
from 1967 to 1969. He was
stationed in Germany as part
of the Military Police. He
worked at Parker Hannifin
as a machinist. Biff had a
great love of motorcycles,
fishing and sports, espe-
cially hockey and football.

A Catholic mass celebrat-
ing Biff’s life will be held on
Saturday, March 7, at 11

a.m. at St. Casimir Church,
8223 Sowinski Ave., Cleve-
land, OH 44103. He will be
laid to final rest at Ohio
Western Reserve National
Cemetery, 10175 Rawiga

Rd., Seville, OH 44273. All
family and friends welcome.
Condolences and special
memories may be shared at:
www.heritagecremation
society.com

Join Garfield Heights Mayor Vic Collova, Police Chief
Robert Byrne, Garfield Heights Ward 5 Councilman Jason
Blake, Ward 6 Councilman Matt Burke and Ward 2 Coun-
cilman Charles Donahue on Wednesday, March 11, at 6:30
p.m., at the Garfield Heights Civic Center, 5407 Turney
Rd., as they discuss what’s happening in their city.

This month the speaker will be Donna Gracion with the
American Red Cross who will talk about the free 10-year
smoke alarms. Dave Krock will talk about how our roads
are assessed for repairs and what roads are being resur-
faced by the county. Pat Salemi will explain the impor-
tance of the 2020 Census and members of the GHFD will
speak about the Mobile Stroke Unit.
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Here are some of the programs offered this month at area
branches of the Cuyahoga County Public Library. For
more programs and information, visit
www.cuyahogalibrary.org.

INDEPENDENCE

To register for any of the following programs, call 216-
447-0160.

Lyrical Songs of the Irish. Wednesday, March 11, 7
p.m. Elise Panehal shares Celtic culture, accompanying
her songs with piano and folk harp. The poetic lyrics
paint the picture of how the Irish came to America. Come
sing along! Must register.

MAPLE HEIGHTS

To register for any of the following programs, call 216-
475-5000.

Growing Flowers for Bouquets. Thursday, March 5, 7
p.m. Learn what flowers are best for using in bouquets.

Census 101: What, Why and When. Saturday, March

14, 2 p.m. A representative from the U.S. Census Bureau
will discuss the importance of Census participation,
options for responding, including confidentiality and
data security, for a fair and inclusive count.

Guitar 101. Wednesday, March 25, 7 p.m. Join Bryan
Reichert, faculty at Baldwin Wallace Conservatory of
Music, to learn the basics of guitar. Acoustic guitars
provided for use in the class.

Butterfly Gardening. Thursday, March 26, 7 p.m.
Learn what to plant in your garden to attract butterflies
and other pollinators.
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REAL ESTATE

WANTED

REAL ESTATE

WANTED

REAL ESTATE

PERSONALS

WANT TO BUY

REAL ESTATE

WANT TO BUY

RENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENT

SERVICES AND

REPAIRS

HELP WANTED

RENT HOUSE

RENT APARTMENT

RENT EFFICIENCY

RENT ROOMS

SERVICES AND

REPAIRS

SERVICES AND

REPAIRS

Maintenance man for hire. Heating, cooling,
plumbing, painting issues, general repairs.
(216) 526-0143, leave a message.

HELP WANTED

Automotive technician/mechanic with mini-
mum 5 years experience in general repairs on
all makes/models. Located in Brooklyn Hts.
M-F. Call (216) 214-8654.

Residential cleaning position. Part-time days.
No weekends! No evenings! (216) 661-9053.

Now hiring experienced Landscape Help.
Driver's license needed. Full or part-time.
(216) 326-1551.

HELP WANTED

E. 144th/Harvard - 2 bedrooms down. Carpet.
No pets. $690 + security deposit. No Section 8.
(216) 799-1633.

W. 93rd area. 3 bedrooms, up. Furnished. Appli-
ances. $650 month plus deposit. (216) 785-
6820.

Clean, 3 bedroom single. Garage, basement.
$650 month + deposit PLUS ALL UTILITIES
INCLUDING WATER. No pets. No Section 8.
(216) 570-5984.

One bedroom, up. Dining room, kitchen, bath-
room. Stove/refrigerator included. Clean,
quiet, secure. (216) 534-0401.

One bedroom efficiency, down. No pets. Stove
and refrigerator included. Heat included. $525
month plus deposit. Slavic Village area. (440)
263-5146.

Garfield Hts. Refrigerator, Stove, Updates
Galore. Off Street Parking. No Pets/Smoking.
$425.00 month plus deposit. (216) 485-
1300.

E. 71st/Lansing. $100/week. All utilities in-
cluded. WiFi, laundry on site. No drugs. (440)
381-6336.

PERSONALS

ADVERTISING

POLICY

CLEVELAND

Shots Fired

On Feb. 18, about 11:30 p.m., police received a radio
broadcast that shots had been fired in the area of the 8600
block of Macomb Ave. Upon arrival police spoke with a
witness who said he had heard about 20 shots fired in
front of his house. While touring the area, police observed
18 shell casings.

Felonious Assault

On Feb. 19, at 11:40 p.m., police were called to E. 49th

and Fleet Ave. for a felonious assault. CFD and EMS got
the victim into an ambulance heading to Metro for
treatment. Police interviewed the victim when he arrived
at Metro. He told officers he had just left the BP gas
station when a man approached him and asked to use his
phone. The victim complied, but when the man asked to
use it again, he refused and began to walk home. After
taking a couple steps the victim said he felt something
stick him in his left hip area and realized he had been
stabbed. He saw the suspect run off toward Fleet Ave.
Police toured the area with negative results. 4th District
detectives will follow up for video surveillance from the
BP station.

Grand Theft Auto

On Feb. 29, police were called to the 8200 block of
Vineyard Ave. for a stolen auto report. The owner of the
car said it was taken without keys sometime between 5 p.m.
on Feb. 28, and 9 a.m. on Feb. 29.

(Continued on Page 7)

The Neighborhood News Ad-

vertising Policy: All contents of

advertisements are subject to

publisher's approval. Publisher reserves

the right to reject or cancel any adver-

tisement, insertion order, space reser-

vation or position commitment at any

time. Positioning of advertisements is

at the discretion of the publisher except

where a request for a specific preferred

position is acknowledged by the pub-

lisher. Payment in Advance: All

advertising my be paid using your Visa,

Mastercard, Discover or American Ex-

press credit cards, Cash or Check.

Payment in advance is required in

certain instances. Please place your ad

early to allow payment to reach us

before deadline. Cancellations:

Deadline for cancellations is 5 p.m. on

Mondays. Save your cancellation num-

ber in case an adjustment on your bill

is necessary. Ads placed for one week

cannot be cancelled. Errors/Adjust-

ments: Advertisers should check the

first insertion of their ad. The Neighbor-

hood News cannot be responsible for

more than one incorrect insertion. Upon

noting an error, the advertiser should

call the Advertising Department at (216)

441-2141. Adjustments are made to

the degree the error reduced the value

of the ad. Publisher shall not be liable

for any costs or damages if for any

reason it fails to publish an advertise-

ment.
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Obituaries
Joan P. Gambert

Joan P.
Gambert
p a s s e d
away last
Saturday,
Feb. 29.
She was
b o r n
Aug. 15,
1939, the daughter of the
late Julius Toth and late
Pearl King (nee Orosz); late
stepfather William King.
Our beloved mother, grand-
mother, sister and friend
was a loving force who shared
her kindness and spirit with
those around her. Her de-
votion to her dogs and fam-
ily filled her life with love
and laughter. Joan’s
strength, determination and
never give-up attitude
helped her succeed in bat-
tling cancer for many years,
but on February 29, 2020
she was called upon to be-
come our angel. Mom, you
will forever be the center of
our world.

Joan is survived by her
sons, Darin R. (Ann), Bruce
R. both of Garfield Heights;
daughter, Brenda J. (Mat-
thew) Stolarski of
Strongsville; grandchildren

Kaliegh (Joe) Pruchinski,
Colten and Caden
Stolarski; great-grandchil-
dren, Jonah Gambert and
Rosalie Craner; sisters,
Jeanne (Brian, deceased)
Mahoney, and Debbie
(Bill) Shultzaberger. Dear
aunt and great-aunt to
many. Friends may call 4-
7 p.m. Wednesday, March
4, at The McGorray-Hanna
Funeral Home of Westlake,

25620 Center Ridge Rd.
(west of Columbia Road),
where a funeral service will
be held on Thursday,
March 5, at 10:30 a.m. In-
terment West Park Cem-
etery. In lieu of flowers, the
family suggests memorial
contributions in her name
to the Cuyahoga County
Animal Shelter, 9500 Sweet
Valley Dr., Cleveland, OH
44125.

Complete Amelia Earhart
series available via email

For The Neighborhood News readers who may have
missed one or more of last summer's 7-part series of
articles by Ellen Psenicka on the Kothera group's search
for the remains of Amelia Earhart and her navigator, Fred
Noonan, on Saipan in 1968, the entire series will be
available via email.

To request the complete Earhart story and its Garfield
Heights connection, email to: nnews1923@aol.com.
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Police news
(Continued from Page 4)

Garfield Heights

Theft

Theft-Firearm

Police responded to the
4900 block of Donovan Dr.
on Feb. 25, at 8:20 a.m., for
a theft of a gun from vehicle
report. Victim stated that
sometime between Jan. 13
and Feb. 24, 2020, someone
entered his Ford F-150 truck
parked in his driveway and
took his loaded .45 caliber
semiautomatic handgun
with an extra loaded maga-
zine from the glove com-
partment. Firearm entered
into LEADS as stolen.

On Feb. 10, police re-
sponded to Stanley Access
Technologies on Neo Park-
way for a theft from auto re-
port. The branch manager
stated that sometime between
Feb. 5 and Feb. 10, someone
took the catalytic converters
from four company vehicles
parked in the lot.
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Dr. Tracy Ringo is pleased
to announce that Exclusively
Skin, specializing in the
treatment of skin diseases,
has opened up in Garfield
Heights at 9565 Midwest
Ave., Suite C.

Common issues treated in-
clude abscess/boils, acne, cel-
lulitis, dark spots/blemishes,
dry skin and scalp, eczema,
hair loss, mole removals, pso-
riasis, skin cancer screenings,
wart removal and many
more.

Dr. Ringo is a Cleveland
native who graduated from
Bedford High School and
was inducted into the
Bedford High School Hall
of Fame in 2003.

She is in the Ohio Army

Exclusively Skin opens
in Garfield Heights

Dr. Tracy Ringo

Advertisement

National Guard and is the
first African American fe-
male to reach the rank of
Colonel. She celebrates 30
years of service this year.

Contact  Exclusively Skin  at
216-508-6500 or visit website:
www.exclusively-skin.com.

Laws of the Land in
Garfield Heights

Do you live in Garfield Heights and have a question
about its ordinances - what may or may not be legal in any
given circumstance? This column will answer your ques-
tions with the help of members of Garfield Heights City
Council.

Answer - Yes. Garfield Heights has an exterior mainte-
nance code. Building inspectors inspect all buildings
and houses to ensure that they are up to code. If a violation
is found, you will be cited. Failure to correct violations is
treated as a criminal case, and is a misdemeanor of the
first degree, carrying a maximum penalty of 180 days in
jail and a $1000 fine.

Question - Does the city require me to maintain and
repair my house and property?


