
SERVING SOUTHEAST CLEVELAND, GARFIELD HEIGHTS, NEWBURGH HEIGHTS,

CUYAHOGA HEIGHTS, INDEPENDENCE, VALLEY VIEW, MAPLE HEIGHTS AND BEDFORD

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 12, 2020 PHONE: (216) 441-2141 • EMAIL: NNEWS1923@AOL.COM97th YEAR NO. 23 FREE

The Neighborhood News
Happy Valentine’s Day

Senior levy renewal on August ballot, Stafford Park
Pool improvements OK'd by Maple Heights Council

By Judith Goldsworth

A renewal of an existing 1.3 mill tax levy benefiting the
Maple Heights Senior Center, to appear on the August 4,
2020 ballot, and improvements to the Stafford Park Pool,
with the goal of opening it back up to residents in the near
future, were among the legislation approved by Maple
Heights Council at its meeting last week.

Council approved the resolution to submit to Maple
Heights voters the renewal of an existing 1.3 mill levy, "for
payment of current expenses and general operations of
the Maple Heights Senior Center," for another five-year
period. The renewal was last approved by voters in 2015.

Last month the county fiscal officer noted that the dollar
amount of revenue that would be generated by the levy
would be $336,876 annually during the life of the levy.

To help fulfill Mayor Annette Blackwell's stated inten-
tion to reopen Stafford Park Pool to residents, council
passed two pieces of legislation last week for a Spray
Ground Isolation Fence and a pool water main replace-
ment project, as part of the Stafford Park Pool Rehabili-
tation Project, to be funded by Cuyahoga County Depart-
ment of Development Supplemental Grants (CDSG).

Great Northern Fence Company submitted the lowest
and best proposal for the isolation fence, at a cost of
$10,996; and Terrace Construction Company Inc. sub-
mitted the lowest and best proposal for the water main
repair project, at a cost of $8,257.52, according to the
legislation.

Garfield Hts. Council
raises pay for union,
non-union employees

Bedford Council accepts
$43,000 NOPEC grant

By Judith Goldsworth

The city of Bedford is continuing its goal of making
energy-related improvements in the community follow-
ing council’s passage of an ordinance to accept an
additional $43,000 grant from the Northeast Ohio Public
Energy Council (NOPEC) at its meeting last week.

The 2020 Energized Community Grant is offered to
communities by NOPEC to make various energy improve-
ments such as upgrades to municipal buildings and
streetlights.

Council also passed an ordinance authorizing an annual
updating of various ordinances of the city of a general and
permanent nature and also passed amendments to those
needing changes to conform to state law.

Also approved was an ordinance amending previous
legislation to establish pay ranges in the city.

“We have two positions that we have in the city, program
coordinator and building clerk, where we had to classify
that for pay ranges for entry as well as life insurance
clarification that we needed in the ordinance,” Finance
Director Frank Gambosi said.

Council moved to accept a January 28, 2020 recommen-
dation by the Board of Zoning Appeals regarding Dustin
James, representing Education Alternatives at 1160
Northfield Rd., to approve a variance of a city ordinance
to get bigger signage than the city allows.

Assistant Bedford Fire Chief Shawn Solar had an-
nounced he is retiring from the job and all the city
officials present at last week’s meeting wished him well in
his retirement.

State of City address

The State of the City address will be held this Thursday,
Feb. 13, at Light of Hearts Villa, 283 Union St., at 12:30 p.m.

There are also ward meetings coming up in the city, to
be held at City Hall, 165 Center Rd. Wards 1 and 4 will
meet on Monday, March 23; Wards 3 and 5 will meet on
Monday, March 30; and Wards 2 and 6 will meet on
Monday, April 27, with all meetings starting at 7 p.m.

Correction
In the Fleet Avenue

News ad in last week's
paper, an incorrect date
for Saucisson's monthly
brunch was submitted.
The correct date is Sun-
day, Feb. 16, from 10 a.m.
to 2 p.m.

By Ellen Psenicka

Garfield Heights Mayor
Vic Collova, during his re-
port at the regular meeting
of city council Monday
night, said the legislative
agenda would include “well
deserved” 2% raises for
union and non-union city
employees, which were ulti-
mately passed that night by
council members.

He said these employees
had not received a significant
raise in the past two years.

The following ordinances
were passed at Monday
night’s meeting:

•To increase the number
of captain positions by one
and decrease the number of
lieutenant positions by one
now permitted in the
Garfield Heights Fire De-
partment;

•To authorize an amend-
ment to the Collective Bargain-
ing Agreement between the
city and Local 2729 and Coun-
cil 8, AFSCME, AFLO-CIO
to allow for a 2% pay raise
retroactive to Jan. 1, 2020;

•To amend and supple-
ment the city’s plan of clas-
sification and compensation
for non-union employees to
allow for a 2% pay raise;

•To accept the Northeast
Ohio Public Energy Coun-
cil Energized Community
Grant for 2020. The city is
eligible to receive $74,558.

•To enter into an agree-
ment with Perk Company,

Inc. to perform immediate
action to remove the block-
age of the Canal Road storm
culvert at Old Granger Rd.
and Canal Rd. Service Di-
rector Tim McLaughlin said
the blockage is affecting sev-
eral businesses in that area.

Social Services Director
Kathy Rush-Parsson an-
nounced at the meeting that
the Feb. 18 Cleveland Food
Bank Senior Market Pro-
duce Giveaway at the
Garfield Heights Civic Cen-
ter has been cancelled. She
said the reason for the can-
cellation was that the eleva-
tor in the Civic Center is not
working. It is expected that
the elevator will be up (and
down) and running prior to
the produce giveaway on
March 17, but notifications
will be sent out.

Ward 4 Councilwoman
Shayla Davis said she is host-
ing a CPR class on Satur-
day, March 7, from 1-4 p.m.
at Fire Station #1, 5115
Turney Rd., for ages 13 to
adult. Registration is re-
quired by emailing: sdavis@
garfieldhts.org. Send your
name, address, phone num-
ber and age. Only 30 spaces
are available. The course is
free but there is a $5 charge
to receive certification.

Fire Chief Ken Strope said
the American Red Cross will
be giving away free smoke
detectors to Garfield
Heights residents who re-
quest them, while supplies
last. Call the Red Cross
Hotline if interested.

Economic development director approved

At last week's meeting, council also voted to approve the
appointment of Patrick Grogan-Myers as economic devel-
opment director for the city, Council Clerk Leonette
Cicirella stated.

Grogan-Myers will receive an annual salary of $75,000,
plus a bonus of $2,500 should he bring in new businesses
to the city generating a minimum of $100,000 in payroll.

Passed was an ordinance to once again waive the 100%
escrow requirement to correct violations resulting from
point of sale inspections for the period from Jan. 1-Dec.
31, 2020.

Talk on hearing health
"Aging in Place," a talk by Dawn Tucker, BC-HIS, and

Dr. McGowan from Beltone Hearing, will be held on
Tuesday, Feb. 25, at 6:30 p.m. in St. Benedict School
cafeteria, 13633 Rockside Rd., Garfield Heights, adja-
cent to St. Monica Church. Come and learn how impor-
tant your hearing is to your health. Free to all. Call 216-
662-8685 to register.

Victim in critical condition
after M.H. bar shooting

Last Sunday at about 2:20
a.m., the Maple Heights
Police Department received
a report of shots fired at
Politics Lounge, 5120
Warrensville Center Rd. The
caller also stated there was a
male lying on the ground in
the parking lot, according
to a press release from the
Maple Heights Police De-
partment.

A 28-year-old Cleveland
resident, identified as Eric
Tyson, received a gunshot

wound to his left shoulder,
police said. Treatment was
provided at the scene prior
to being transported by the
Maple Heights Fire Depart-
ment to Metro Hospital for
treatment, where he is cur-
rently in critical condition.

The Maple Heights Police
Department is conducting
an ongoing investigation.

Anyone with information
related to this case is urged
to contact the Maple Heights
Detective Bureau at 216-587-
9624 or by email at
Detectives@mhpd-ohio
.com. As always, informa-
tion can also be supplied to
Crime Stoppers.
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Dr. Tracy Ringo is pleased
to announce that Exclusively
Skin, specializing in the
treatment of skin diseases,
has opened up in Garfield
Heights at 9565 Midwest
Ave., Suite C.

Common issues treated in-
clude abscess/boils, acne, cel-
lulitis, dark spots/blemishes,
dry skin and scalp, eczema,
hair loss, mole removals, pso-
riasis, skin cancer screenings,
wart removal and many
more.

Dr. Ringo is a Cleveland
native who graduated from
Bedford High School and
was inducted into the
Bedford High School Hall
of Fame in 2003.

She is in the Ohio Army

Exclusively Skin opens
in Garfield Heights

Dr. Tracy Ringo

Advertisement

National Guard and is the
first African American fe-
male to reach the rank of
Colonel. She celebrates 30
years of service this year.

Contact  Exclusively Skin  at
216-508-6500 or visit website:
www.exclusively-skin.com.
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The escrow waiver was ini-
tially established in 2017
legislation "to promote and
encourage individuals to
purchase and renovate resi-
dential properties" by waiv-
ing the 100% escrow require-
ment. The waiver is autho-
rized, "so long as the pur-
chaser actually occupies such
residential property," the
ordinance states.

NOPEC grant
accepted

Council also passed an
ordinance accepting a
Northeast Ohio Public En-
ergy Council (NOPEC) 2020
Energized Community
Grant, which can be used
towards energy related im-
provements in the city, such
as traffic signal upgrades,
electrical upgrades, LED
signs and other items and
services.

Employee-related
legislation passed

Council passed three ordi-
nances related to employees
of the city, including legis-
lation amending the codi-
fied ordinances to reflect
changes in the medical in-
surance plan and to offer
non-bargaining unit em-

ployees the option to opt
out of the city's medical,
dental and vision insurance
plans, "in consideration of
receiving a monthly pay-
ment of $200.

A second ordinance au-
thorizes Law Director Frank
Consolo to offer bargaining

unit employees the same
option, to opt out of medi-
cal, dental and vision insur-
ance plans, in consideration
of receiving the monthly
$200 payment.

And the third ordinance
amends and restates the au-
thorized pay schedule for

non-bargaining unit city
employees to add the posi-
tions of "Data Entry
(Records)" and "Special Po-
lice Officer" and the respec-
tive pay ranges for these
positions, according to the
legislation.

~~~~~~~~~~~~

Senior levy
(Continued from Page 1)
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Fish fry at
St. Andrew's

St. Andrew Eastern Ortho-
dox Church, 16029 Maple
Park Dr., Maple Heights,
will be serving fish fry din-
ners from 4-6:30 p.m. this
Friday, Feb. 14. For more
information or carryouts, call
216-475-9365.

President's Day holiday
trash collection schedule

President's Day will be celebrated this Monday, Feb. 17.
The trash pickup schedule for this national holiday will
not be affected in Bedford, Cuyahoga Heights, Garfield
Heights, Maple Heights, Newburgh Heights, Slavic Village
and Valley View. Collections in Independence will be
delayed one day.
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REAL ESTATE

WANTED

REAL ESTATE

WANTED

REAL ESTATE

WANT TO BUYWANT TO BUY

REAL ESTATE

WANT TO BUY

GARAGE SALE/
FLEA MARKET

SALE CONDO SALE CONDO

RENT HOUSE RENT HOUSE

RENT APARTMENT RENT APARTMENT

HELP WANTED

GARAGE SALE/

FLEA MARKET

REAL ESTATE WANTED

We buy ugly houses, Fast! We also sell fixer-
uppers. 10K - 60K for sale. (216) 575-4197.

RENT HOUSE

E. 144th/Harvard - 2 bedrooms down. Car-
pet. No pets. $690 + security deposit. No
Section 8. (216) 799-1633.

W. 93rd area. 3 bedrooms, up. Furnished.
Appliances. $650 month plus deposit. (216)
785-6820.

3 bedroom. Garfield Hts. Great schools. Near
parks, shopping. $925 month. Security de-
posit. (216) 293-4270.

Lee/Harvard area. 3 bedroom bungalow.
Newly updated. No pets. Section 8 okay.
(216) 215-4220.

RENT APARTMENT

First floor of house and/or upstairs apt. 1 or
2 bedrooms, spacious kitchen, dining room,
living room and bathroom. Clean, quiet, se-
cure. (216) 534-0401.

Fleet Ave. Up. 4 rooms. Refrigerator and stove.
No smoking. No pets. No Section 8. Pay own
utilities. Background check. Parking. (440)
382-8694 for appt.

E. 63rd. 2 bedrooms up. Refrigerator, stove.
No Section 8. No pets. $500 + security +
utilities. (216) 570-5984.

Garfield Hts. 1 bedroom down. Quiet, mature
building. Stove & refrigerator included. Very
clean! Off Street parking. $550 month +
security deposit. Includes heat. No Pets. No
Section 8. (216) 952-6357.

RENT ROOMS

E. 71st/Lansing. $100/week. All utilities in-
cluded. WiFi, laundry on site. No drugs. (440)
381-6336.

Room for rent. Slavic Village. $125/week and
$145/week. Utilities, cable & WiFi included.
(216) 262-5438.

RENT EFFICIENCY

One bedroom efficiency, down. No pets. Stove
and refrigerator included. Heat included. $525
month plus deposit. Slavic Village area. (440)
263-5146.

HOUSEHOLD GOODS

Red sofa bed couch with pillows, mattress
pad and cover, $125. 3-pole lamp, $25. Beige
reclining chair, $50. Double cocktail table,
$15. TV's: 26" $75; 36" $100. (216) 475-
2057.

Electric stove, newer, white, $75. Upright
freezer, white, $25. Wooden end tables with
drawers, $50. (216) 544-4648.

SALE AUTO

2005 Cadillac Escalade. Never seen snow.
Mint condition! 92,000 miles. $6,500 or best
offer. (216) 215-4220.

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

Automotive technician/mechanic with mini-
mum 5 years experience in general repairs
on all makes/models. Located in Brooklyn
Hts. M-F. Call (216) 214-8654.

Residential cleaning position. Part-time days.
No weekends! No evenings! (216) 661-9053.

Private club looking for part-time or full-time
bar person. (216) 402-9283. (216) 978-
3900. (216) 952-2791.

VALENTINE’S DAY LOVE LINES

Desiree, Thank you for loving me and for saying YES! Johnny.

Anita (AT&T) 1st: Happy Valentine's Day! 2nd: Happy 69th Birthday! RR

Nor, You’re a gift from God! Love, Ken

Fran Ski Ricca, you are loving, caring and kind. You give me strength. Happy Valentine's Day.
All my love, Tony Ski

Bernie, 49 years of loving you. I hope a lifetime more. Mick

Brenda, Celebrating 60 years this April. I would do it all over again! Love, Louie

Mom and Nana, Happy Valentine's Day! We love you to the moon and back. Love Tiffany &
RJ

Dear Stefanie, You have been my wife, best friend and sweetheart for almost 25 years.
Thanks for being there for me. Happy Valentine's Day! Love, Michael

You are in my heart forever, my precious snowball and Andy. Love you much! Mom

Happy Valentine's Day Debbie and Evan. I love you both very much. Love, Steven

Carol, my brown eyed girl. How ironic you are iconic at Arconic. Your supersonic Comic

To Sophia of the Kus Sisters. Thanks for your love and patience now and forever.

Dawn - We love you! Scott, Danny, Thadeuss, Rosie, Coco, Gracie and Suger Pie.

Joy, Happy Valentine's Day Poopsie! Love you always, David
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PERSONALS PERSONALS

PERSONALS PERSONALS
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