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Biro legislation not acted on by Maple Hts.
Council; G.H. mayor rescinds offer of help

By Judy Goldsworth

A special Maple Heights Council meeting was called
for last Tuesday, Jan. 22, to discuss the Shared Services
Agreement legislation to hire Garfield Heights Finance
Director Barb Biro to act as interim finance director in
Maple Heights as well, and provide her expertise in
helping Maple Heights as it struggles to get out of state
receivership.

Maple Heights Council Clerk Leonette Cicirella, said,
however, that the special meeting was not held because
that legislation remained in the Finance Committee.

Council President Ron Jackson confirmed this yester-
day, along with council members Stafford L. Shenett
Sr., Toni Jones and Ebony Miller. All members of Maple
Heights Council were contacted on Monday, and given
the opportunity to share their side of this issue.

Maple Heights Mayor Annette Blackwell received a
letter from Garfield Heights Mayor Vic Collova to her

Stella Walsh opens
its doors to help

residents stay warm
Stella Walsh Recreation Center, 7245 Broadway

Ave. in Slavic Village, will open its doors to help
residents keep warm this Wednesday, Thursday and
Friday, from noon to 8 p.m.

Though Stella Walsh is not a formal 24-hour warm-
ing center at this time, they encourage residents to
stop by if they want to warm up during the arctic
freeze coming our way.

"We appreciate the city's effort to help those in need
during this weather storm and provide a safe and
warm place to relax," said Ward 12 Councilman Tony
Brancatelli.

Correction

The headline in last
week's front page story
reporting on Maple
Heights Council should
have read: M.H. Council
overrides mayor's veto of
law director bill;
Blackwell feels 'disre-
spected'

An error in the director's
title was made in the ed-
iting process.

CPD investigating
homicide on E. 48 St.

Cleveland police are investigating the death of Michael
May, 33, of Newburgh Heights. He was found on the
footbridge on East 48th Street over I-77 in Slavic Village
with a fatal gunshot wound to the head on Sunday,
according to a Cleveland police report and Sgt. Reginald
Lanton with CPD.

Police responded to the 3600 block of East 48th Street
around 4:15 p.m. on January 27th and found May on
the footbridge with three gunshot wounds to his head
and body, according to the report. He was pronounced
dead at the scene.

Sgt. Jennifer Ciaccia with CPD said May was found by
juveniles playing outside. They notified an adult rela-
tive who then called police. Ciaccia said May appeared
to have been walking across the bridge and had items
from a recent store purchase still with him.

The shooting is being investigated as a homicide,
according to Lanton. No suspect information was avail-
able as of press time. Anyone with information regard-
ing this incident is asked to contact investigators at 216-
623-5464.

Garfield Hts. passes bill
amending rules for
animals; pit bull ban gone

 By Ellen Psenicka

After three readings and lots of input from city officials
and residents, Garfield Heights Council passed legisla-
tion Monday night to end the pit bull ban in the city and
require every dog owner in Garfield Heights to have at
least $50,000 worth of liability insurance on their dogs.

Mayor Vic Collova said the new law now conforms to
state regulations and is actually a better law than the one
it replaces in Garfield Heights. Council passed the
canine bill 6-1, with Ward 4 Councilman Eugene Glenn
the lone dissenter.

Mayor Collova, in his report to council, said he had
rescinded the offer council had approved in November
allowing Finance Director Barb Biro to act as interim
finance director in Maple Heights as well, to help the
neighboring suburb in its struggle to get out of state
fiscal emergency status.

In his letter to Maple Heights Mayor Annette Blackwell
and City Council, dated January 25th, he stated:

"I am disappointed to learn that Maple Heights City
Council has not passed the agreement between the city
of Garfield Heights and the city of Maple Heights for
the shared use of Garfield Heights Finance Director
Barbara Biro.

"As the mayor of a city who has worked towards and
succeeded in removing itself from such designation, I
believed that Ms. Biro could prove to be a great asset for
the city of Maple Heights; I am sorry to see that Maple
Heights City Council does not agree."

on January 25th announcing his decision to rescind the
offer to have Biro also serve as Maple Heights' finance
director. Collova stated that Garfield Heights Council
had passed legislation last November allowing Biro to
help Maple Heights on an interim basis to deal with
their fiscal emergency problem but that Maple Heights
Council had failed to pass the agreement so he was
withdrawing his offer of her help.

Blackwell said Collova "went on to further comment
that this action was in response to the lack of respect and
gratefulness that he feels that our city council has shown
him and Barb Biro, as well as his city council, who fully
and promptly supported the agreement when he pre-
sented it to them."

Blackwell said that Collova told her Garfield Heights
Council President Matt Burke had attended "at least two
of our council meetings, and even addressed our city
council at the podium, where he was met with
dismissiveness and a lack of respect."

"I cannot adequately express my appreciation for all
that the city of Garfield Heights has done to assist the
city of Maple Heights by providing financial services
after the dismissal of our finance director, and espe-
cially with the added demands of being in fiscal emer-
gency," Blackwell responded to Mayor Collova.

Biro had been helping Maple Heights with its financial
issues last year at no cost to the city.

She also thanked Biro “for making a difference and
helping us.”

(Continued on Page 2)

'Say Yes to Education'
offers scholarships for
CMSD students

Cleveland has become the
fourth chapter of "Say Yes
to Education," a historic
development that will bring
college scholarships to
Cleveland Metropolitan
School District (CMSD) stu-
dents while also providing
services designed to keep
them on track to gradua-
tion.

For a city with the nation's
second highest rate of child
poverty and a low percent-
age of college graduates,
the move promises to be a
game changer. Besides
opening doors for students
who may have once dis-
missed post-secondary edu-
cation as unaffordable, cre-
ating "Say Yes Cleveland"
has the potential to attract
new residents and spur eco-
nomic growth.

Philanthropist George
Weiss, who founded the na-
tional nonprofit "Say Yes"
organization 31 years ago,
announced Cleveland's se-
lection January 18th at the
John Marshall Campus.

Starting this spring stu-
dents can receive a schol-

arship for up to the full
value of tuition, minus fed-
eral and state aid, for any
public two-year college,
four-year college or Pell-
eligible technical program
in Ohio.

Scholarships also can be
used at the more than 100
private colleges and uni-
versities that belong to
the National Higher Edu-
cation Compact. The
names of 12 new compact
members were announced
January 18th, including
local institutions Case West-

(Continued on Page 3)

(Continued on Page 4)
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Slavic Village hosts Nite
at the Races at CCC

This past Saturday, Slavic Village Development
hosted their annual Nite at the Races fundraiser with
over 270 neighborhood supporters! This year’s
festivities at Cleveland Central Catholic’s Ironmen
Center included the new Triple Crown raffle with a
Francisco Lindor signed bat as the top prize.

Dinner and drinks were nothing short of delicious as
a delectable taco bar and Goldhorn Brewery kept their
Polka City Pilsner flowing. The horse races were as
entertaining as ever as guests helped fund
neighborhood projects in Slavic Village.

Happy birthday
Best wishes are extended

to Ione Parry of Jones Road
Chapel as she celebrated
her birthday last Saturday
at the church's monthly
community meal. Parry
started the free meal pro-
gram 32 years ago and has
helped thousands of fami-
lies in need.

She also is the executive
director of the Literacy
Through the Arts Summer
Academy which provides
music classes, math and
reading programs for six
weeks each summer to
neighborhood youth at a
nominal cost.

Congratulations to one of
the many heroes helping the
children of Slavic Village.

Garfield Hts. passes bill
(Continued from Page 1)

Garfield Heights Council
also passed the following
on Monday evening:

•Agreement with Phoe-
nix Safety Outfitters to buy
eight sets of fire gear for a
total cost not to exceed
$24,000.

•Purchase of a 2019 Ford
F-250 pickup truck for the
Service Department at a
total cost of $26,087 through
Mark Thomas Ford.

•Agreement with Utility

Truck Equipment, Inc. to
buy a 2019 Ford F-550 for
the Service Department
equipped with a 37-foot
aerial unit at a total cost not
to exceed $107,000.

•Establishing the Munici-
pal Court IDAT Surplus
Fund within the city's bud-
getary fund structure.

•Adoption of the Solid
Waste Management Plan for
the Cuyahoga County Solid
Waste Management District.
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Council responds

"I would like to thank Garfield Heights for their
generosity in helping our city," Maple Heights Council
President Jackson stated. "City council took no action, as
the legislation was kept in committee and never sent to
the floor for a vote."

Jackson continued, "I feel by not approving this legis-
lation was a missed opportunity to keep our city and
state required finance reports up to date, which may also
affect our timetable to be released from fiscal emergency
by the state of Ohio."

Shenett, who is a member of Maple Heights Council's
Finance Committee, stated, "We never voted on the
legislation. It is currently still in committee and unre-
solved. Based on the latest information presented to the
council, the issue is now a moot point."

Miller stated that the legislation for the Shared Ser-
vices Agreement had been discussed at a finance meet-
ing on Tuesday, Jan. 22, and was on the agenda for a
special meeting that was to be held tonight, Wednesday,
Jan. 30, and that the language of the resolution was
changed that council was prepared to vote on. ""How-
ever, Mayor Collova rescinded his offer prior to council
voting on the legislation," she said.

Miller said that the language of the resolution was
amended to include the following phrases: "The mayor
is not authorized to pay Biro for any raise she may
receive from Garfield Heights. Also, the contract with
Biro shall end by February 28, 2019, with an option to
be extended on a monthly basis upon approval of new
legislation."

"At our last council meeting, Mayor Blackwell amended
Resolution 2018-103 that stated, 'the Mayor is not
authorized to pay Biro for any raise she may receive

from Garfield Heights. Also, the contract with Biro shall
end by April 30, 2019.' This amendment was not voted
on by council, but rather was placed for discussion in
committee," Councilwoman Jones stated.

She said, "The majority of council did not agree to that
language and wanted the contract to end by February
28, and read, 'to be renewed with new legislation.' I am
not sure if this amendment reached the mayor prior to
the letter we received from Mayor Collova."

Jones stated that after Blackwell shared Collova'S
letter with council, "I e-mailed both Mayor Collova and
Council President Matt Burke to thank them for lend-
ing the services of Ms. Biro to Maple Heights last year,
at no cost to our city."

Jones added, "I have no words as to why council has
constantly delayed or stonewalled the approval of the
contract with Garfield Heights. I appreciate the efforts
and congeniality of Garfield Heights, and I am pres-
ently deeply disappointed and embarrassed to be part
of this council."

Since the city of Maple Heights has been without an
acting finance director since the beginning of the year,
"Maple Heights has not been able to sign off on any
expenditures over $1,000, nor are we able to sign any

contracts," Jones stated.

Biro responds

When asked for a comment on the matter, Biro stated,
"I have no comment on the legislation, but I would like
to take this opportunity to thank Mayor Blackwell, her
administrative staff and employees for their kindness,
assistance and support over the past months."

Biro legislation not acted
(Continued from Page 1)
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ROSE M. SOOS (nee Consiglio), 87, of Maple Heights,
passed away on January 19th.

She was the beloved wife of the late George J.; loving
mother of Susan Mannion, George (Linda), and Donna
Delaney (Donald); dear grandmother of Christina Mirtell
(Patrick), Colleen Horrocks (John), Brittany Walbridge
(Brent), Cory Delaney, Matthew, Andrew, and Anna;
great-grandmother of Lilly Rose, Hallie, Miles, and
Evelyn Rose; sister of Salvatore Consiglio (deceased)
(Cilvia) and Paul Consiglio (Joyce) (both deceased).

Arrangements were handled by Ferfolia Funeral Home
and a Mass of Christian Burial was held at St. Monica
Catholic Church. Interment in All Saints Cemetery.

Memorial contributions are suggested in her name to
the St. Jude Children's Research Hospital, 501 St. Jude
Place, Memphis, TN 38105 or online at https://
tinyurl.com/STJUDETN.

ROBERT K. FAEHNRICH, 64, of Garfield Heights,
passed away January 18th.

He was the beloved father of Brian; cherished brother
of Harold (deceased), Gary (deceased), Marge Barnhardt
(Ron), Kathy Anderson (Roger), and Don (Trish).

Arrangements were handled by Latek & Rybicki, A
Golden Rule Funeral Home.

MARYANN L. FIXEL, (nee Vigliotti), 78, of Garfield
Heights, passed away January 13th.

She was the beloved mother of Andrew, Jr. (Christine)
and Ronald; loving grandmother of Maryann Bushea
(Brian); dear great-grandmother of Mark Stucko and
Michael Thies; cherished sister of John Vigliotti (Carol),
Pat Vigliotti (Andrea, deceased), Rosemarie Majkrzak
(Joseph), and Jeanette Donnelly (Darryl). Dear aunt,

great-aunt and friend of many.

Arrangements were handled by Latek & Rybicki, A
Golden Rule Funeral Home.

'Say Yes to Education'
(Continued from Page 1)

ern Reserve, John Carroll,
Baldwin Wallace and Notre
Dame.

The scholarships can be
used only for tuition, not
for expenses such as hous-
ing, books and meals.

Recipients must live in the
District and attend CMSD
or partnering charter high
schools. Current high
school students who main-
tain residency can qualify,
but starting with the Class
of 2023, recipients must
have been enrolled con-
tinuously from ninth grade
through graduation.

With "The Cleveland Plan,"
CMSD has seen graduation
rates reach a series of record
highs, and fewer of those
graduates have required
remediation in college.

But the number of Dis-
trict graduates who enroll
in college within a year has
gone down, with the most
recent data available, for

the Class of 2016, showing
it at less than 50 percent.

Say Yes Cleveland is a
community effort. Besides
the District, partners in-
clude Cuyahoga County,
the city of Cleveland, Cleve-
land Public Library, Cleve-
land Teachers Union Lo-
cal 279 and the Cleveland
Council of Administrators
and Supervisors.

The community is raising
enough money for an en-
dowment that will fund
scholarships for 25 years –
two generations of students.
So far more than 40 founda-
tions, corporations, families
and individuals have con-
tributed nearly $90 million,
or $15 million more than
the national "Say Yes" orga-
nization had required to
launch the chapter.

The number needs to
reach $125 million. Say Yes
Cleveland will seek to raise
the balance over the next
five years, and leaders are
confident they will reach
their goal.

In addition to providing
scholarships, Say Yes Cleve-
land will align existing com-
munity services, in and out
of school, to help students
and families overcome bar-
riers to success. Examples
include tutoring, after-
school programming, men-
tal-health counseling and
free legal assistance.

CMSD and College Now
counselors will help seniors
apply for the scholarships.
An online application will
go live on February 4th.
For more information, go
to SayYesCleveland.org or
call the Say Yes Cleveland
scholarship hotline, 216-
454-5400.
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REAL ESTATE

WANTED

REAL ESTATE

WANTED

RENT APARTMENT RENT APARTMENT

RENT  HALLS RENT  HALLS

WANT TO BUYWANT TO BUY

SERVICES  AND

REPAIRS

HOME HEALTH CARE HOME HEALTH CARE

GARAGE SALE

SERVICES  AND

REPAIRS

SERVICES  AND

REPAIRS

Larry the Handyman - "Doing all kinds of
work" No job too small! Call (216) 308-1684.

HELP WANTED

Residential cleaning position. Part-time, days.
No weekends! No evenings! (216) 661-9053.

Automotive technician/mechanic with mini-
mum 5 years experience in general repairs on
all makes/models. Located in Brooklyn
Heights. M-F., $12-$15 per hour. Call (216)
214-8654.

RENT HOUSE

E. 144th & Harvard. 2 bedrooms down. Car-
pet. No smoking. No pets. No Section 8. $550
+ security deposit. (216) 799-1633.

Ready to rent - E. 71st & Gertrude. $500
month. (216) 441-7929.

3 bedroom Bungalow, Garfield Heights. 1.5
bathrooms, deck, garage, rec room. $950/
security. (216) 403-6827.

RENT APARTMENT

Apartments: Fleet, Warner, Union areas. 1-
2-3 bedrooms. Starting at $600  plus secu-
rity deposit. Appliances. (216) 341-2391.

E. 65th & Fleet. 2 bedrooms up. $390 per
month. Stove & refrigerator included. Pay
own utilities. No pets. Private parking. (216)
334-9135.

Spacious 2 bedroom up, Union Ave. $400
month + deposit. No pets. No Section 8.
(216) 341-7931.

First floor of house - Maple Heights. 1 bed-
room. Spacious kitchen, dining/living room
and bathroom. Partially furnished. Clean,
quiet, secure. (216) 534-0401.

RENT ROOMS

E. 71st - Lansing. $100/week. All utilities
included. Central air, WiFi, laundry on site.
Clean, quiet place. No drugs. (216) 798-
5949.

RENT EFFICIENCY

Slavic Village area efficiency apartment.
$500 + deposit, heat included. (440) 263-
5146.

WANT TO RENT

I am looking for a house/apt., spare bedroom,
rec room to rent. $300-$400 or seasonal
work exchange. (216) 347-4879, serious in-
quiries only. Call between 6-9 p.m.

GARAGE SALE

HELP WANTED



THE NEIGHBORHOOD NEWSPAGE 6 WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 30, 2019



THE NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS PAGE 7WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 30, 2019

By Amber Weisbarth

(The following information was obtained from filed
police reports and police dispatch logs.)

MAPLE HTS.

Discharge of
Firearm

Police received a call on
January 28th, around 3:50
p.m., about a gun shot be-
ing heard in the parking
lot of Giant Eagle in
Southgate Plaza on
Warrensville Center Rd. A
short time after the call, a
37-year-old man arrived at
Bedford Hospital with his
10-year-old son who had a
gunshot wound to his up-
per leg. The 37-year-old is
a CCW permit holder and
said the gun discharged ac-
cidentally. The 10-year-old
was transported from
Bedford Hospital to Rain-
bow Babies and Children's
Hospital for further medi-
cal treatment. Police say the
matter is under investiga-
tion and no charges have
been filed.

Anyone with information
related to this incident is
asked to contact the Maple
Heights Detective Bureau
at 216-587-9624 or
D e t e c t i v e s @ m h p d -
ohio.com. Information can
also be given to Crime Stop-
pers anonymously by call-
ing 216-252-7463 or sub-
mitting a web tip at
www.25crime.com.

GARFIELD HTS.

Drug Activity

On January 27th, around
8 p.m., police were dis-
patched to the 4900 block
of E. 106th St. for an alarm
drop on a back door to the
residence. When police ar-
rived they found the back
door open and it appeared
no one was home.

Officers then went inside
the home to check for in-
truders, and while search-
ing the basement smelled a
strong odor of marijuana.
In plain view, a large
amount of marijuana was
found in an open drawer,
along with a scale and a
money counting machine.

A short time later a resi-
dent of the home arrived at
the scene and then the
man's girlfriend. SEALE
detectives obtained a search
warrant and arrived at the
home to seize the drug para-
phernalia as evidence. The
27-year-old man was held
for investigation by SEALE.

Theft of Vehicle

A man told police he
parked outside Little
Caesar's Pizza on Turney
Rd. on January 27th,
around 6:45 p.m., while he
went inside the restaurant.

He told police he left the
keys in the ignition. When
he came back outside about
five minutes later, the car
was gone along with the
cell phone he left in the
center console. A passerby
said a young man wearing
dark clothing and a young
female got into the car and
drove eastbound of
Oakview. Officers searched
the area for the vehicle/sus-
pects with negative results.
Officers said city cameras
mounted at Turney and
Mapleleaf showed a man
wearing dark clothing near
the car in the parking lot
around 6:40 p.m. The
vehicle's description was en-
tered into LEADS as stolen.

Weapon Offense

On January 25th, around
1:10 a.m., a police officer
at the Broadway Marathon
gas station saw the railroad
signal activate and the rail-
road gates begin to lower.
At the same time, the of-
ficer saw a vehicle travel
over the tracks, nearly col-
liding with the oncoming
train. The driver was pulled
over at McCracken and
Orchard rds. and identi-
fied as a 28-year-old male.
A search through LEADS
told police the man was
driving without a license
and he was asked to step
out of the car.

Police smelled marijuana
coming from the car and
the man appeared to be
nervous. In plain view po-
lice saw loose marijuana on
the driver's side floorboard.
In the trunk police found a
book bag containing a
loaded handgun, several
sandwich baggies with
marijuana residue in them,

a scale and a container with
nearly 18 grams of mari-
juana inside.

The 28-year-old was
placed under arrest, held
without bond, was issued a
summons for possession of
marijuana, and was
charged with having weap-
ons while under disability,
drug trafficking, possess-
ing criminal tools, driving
under suspension, failure
to reinstate license, im-
proper handling of a fire-
arm in a motor vehicle, rail-
road violation and im-
proper use of high beams.

View these other local newspapers online:

Maple Heights Headlines

http://www.citymapleheights.com/media/
5c18f511515fb.pdf

Slavic Village Voice

http://www.slavicvillage.org/2018/01/15/new-
slavic-village-voice-fall-2017/

Union Miles Messenger

http://unionmiles.org/newsletters/
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No trash
pick up in
Cleveland
Cleveland's Ward 12

Councilman Anthony
Brancatelli reminds resi-
dents of Cleveland that
there will be no trash
collection for the rest of
the week in the city. Nor-
mal collections will re-
sume Monday morning,
February 4th.

Church news

The Garfield Heights
United Methodist Church
congregation will join other
UM churches in the Cleve-
land area in a sermon se-
ries titled "Just Mercy, con-
versations to spark a re-
demptive movement."

This Sunday, Feb. 3, the
message will be given by
the senior pastor, Rev.
Daniel Drew.

All are welcome to wor-
ship at GHUMC, 4977
Turney Rd., Garfield
Heights, every Sunday at
10:30 a.m. For more infor-
mation call 216-641-4919
or email ghumchurch@
sbcglobal.net.

More NN

'Freebies'

NN policy on
death notices

The Neighborhood News
management would like to
inform NN readers and
advertisers of the following
new policies regarding
death notices:

Beginning February 1st,
there will be a minimum
fee of $50 (up to six column

inches) for death notices.
This includes a photo and/
or funeral home logo. Any
death notice larger than six
column inches will be sub-
ject to additional fees.

Information for death
notices must be submitted
by the funeral home han-
dling the arrangements via
email, nnews1923@
aol.com. Deadline to sub-
mit is Monday by 5 p.m.
For further information

and pricing, email The
Neighborhood News or call
us at 216-441-2141.

The Neighborhood News
has free tickets to give away
for local events published
in its weekly edition. Stop
in to The Neighborhood

News, 8613 Garfield Blvd.,
Garfield Heights, and en-
ter to win.

Freebies now being of-
fered are tickets to the
Sokol Greater Cleveland
Winter Exhibition taking
place on Saturday, Feb.
16, at the Garfield Heights
High School gymnasium,
4900 Turney Rd., Garfield
Heights, with festivities
beginning at 5:30 p.m.
Deadline to enter is

Thursday, Feb. 7.

Winners will be notified
by phone and are limited
to one winning entry ev-
ery six months. Stop in
today during normal busi-
ness hours and enter the
drawing!


